
Teaching Sound Doctrine
Lessons on Clearing The Confusion The

Baptism

One of the distinguishing marks of those who contend for the faith 
once for all delivered unto the saints (Jude 3) is what they teach 
regarding the purpose of baptism. Whereas denominationalism 
generally teaches salvation by faith only, resulting in the dogma that 
one does not have to be baptized in order to be saved (i.e., to receive 
remission of his past sins), Christians have consistently taught that the
purpose of baptism is to receive remission of one's past sins.

Through the years since the beginning of the restoration movement in 
America, gospel preachers have met denominationalists in debate in 
more towns than I can name to discuss the purpose of baptism. 
Denominationalists of every hue have defended the doctrine that a 
person is saved by faith only, before and without baptism. Gospel 
preachers have affirmed that baptism is essential to salvation.

Man Must Be Baptized

Possibly the greatest controversy concerning salvation rests with the 
act of baptism. Baptism is a burial or an immersion in water by the 
believer for the remission of sins. We want to look at each of these 
points in our study for each are important.

Baptism is a burial or an immersion

Sometimes this discussion is under the heading of the “mode” of 
baptism. This is a misnomer as we shall explain. However, because
of the way in which man baptizes, we use this terminology. When we 
look for the definition of a word we generally go to a dictionary. Please
understand dictionaries are useful, but not always for finding the 



definition; they give the modern usage of words. One of the definitions

Webster gives for “baptize” is “to dip (a person) into or sprinkle with 
water....”7 I do not deny that is how people use baptism today. I do 
deny that is what the Bible has reference to when it speaks of baptism. 
The word baptize (or any of its forms) means to immerse, or to dip or 
plunge. A notice of some of the scholars shows this to be the meaning. 
Arndt and Gingrich say, “dip, immerse.” Vine says, “consisting of the 
process of immersion, submersion and emergence (from bapto, ‘to 
dip’).”9 Little Kittel’s says, “‘to dip in or under,’ ‘to dye,’ ‘to immerse,’ 
‘to sink,’ ‘to drown,’ ‘to bathe,’ ‘wash.’” Thayer says, “to dip repeatedly, 
to immerge, submerge.” Others would say the same basic thing.

If the New Testament writers wanted to express the idea of sprinkling
or pouring they had words to express those ideas. To express the idea 
of sprinkling they could use the word rhantizo. Then for pouring they 
had the words ballo or the more common word for pour, cheo. The 
Bible makes it abundantly clear what baptism is by its descriptions.

Baptism takes “much water” (John 3:23). It takes a going down into 
and a coming up out of the water (Acts 8:38-39). These descriptions 
do not fit the act of sprinkling or pouring. However, these descriptions
do fit immersion. The Bible also uses the term burial. “Know ye not, 
that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized 
into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into 
death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life” (Rom. 6:3-
4). “Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him 
through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from 
the dead” (Col. 2:12). When a burial takes place, the body is placed 
completely under the ground. “We don’t bury people by sprinkling or 
pouring a little dirt on them.”12 Thus, the act of baptism is immersion 
or submersion. The element one is submerged in is water (John 3:23; 
Acts 8:38-39; See also 1 Pet. 3:20-21).

Baptism is for the penitent believer



Some religious organizations “baptize” infants. Thus, it is necessary to 
study the question: who are the subjects of baptism? As we have 
studied in this lesson, teaching and learning precedes baptism (John 
6:44-45). Upon hearing and learning, the proper subject for baptism 
must believe (Heb. 11:6; John 14:1). Then, a person desiring baptism 
must repent of his sins (Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38) and confess his faith in 
Christ (Rom. 10:10). All these actions precede baptism, yet infants 
cannot do these things. 

Infants do not have the capability of reasoning correctly concerning 
the facts of Christianity and placing their trust in God, Christ and the 
gospel. Infants cannot make the good confession of their faith in 
Christ as God’s Son; they cannot talk yet. Infants cannot repent for 
they have no sin of which to repent. Then, the act of baptism is for the 
remission of sins (as we will study). Babies are born innocent or free of
sin, thus there is no need to repent or be baptized. The Bible states 
that babies are innocent and free from sin. Jesus teaches to enter the 
kingdom of heaven one must become as an infant, and that the 
kingdom of heaven consists of infants or little children (Mat. 18:3; 
19:13-15). 

If babies are born depraved sinners, then to enter the kingdom of 
heaven and to remain a member we must become depraved sinners 
and remain depraved sinners. How ridiculous! Instead, we must be 
pure and innocent. Study also Ecclesiastes 7:29; Psalms 106:37-38; 
and Ezekiel 28:15.

We also know that babies are born free of sin because of the origin of 
man’s spirit. God is the origin of man’s spirit (Ecc. 12:7; Zec. 12:1; Heb.
12:9). God does not give something depraved and sinful, but He gives 
that which is good (Jam. 1:17). Thus, infant and babies are born free of
sin and do not need to repent or be baptized.

Last, there is no example of an infant being baptized. No one can turn 
to any Bible verse and show where a baby is being baptized, or implied
in the text. What they are limited to is the times in which the Bible 
speaks of the baptism of a household (Acts 16:14-15; Acts 16:30-34; 1 



Cor. 1:16). To argue for infant baptism upon this basis one must make 
certain assumptions. He must first assume that the person was 
married (a bachelor could have a household consisting of slaves). He 
must then assume that they had children. They, then, must assume 
that the children were infants. And last, they must make the 
assumption that those infants were baptized. What a fragile house to 
build a doctrine upon, especially when that doctrine is contrary to the 
teachings of the New Testament.

Baptism is for the remission of sins

When one allows the Bible to speak for itself, then it is hard to 
understand why this becomes a problem. Let us notice a few 
Scriptures that teach the purpose of baptism. “He that believeth and
is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned”
(Mark 16:16). To be saved one must believe and (a conjunction that
joins two items of equal importance) he must be baptized. If we have
a sentence such as “He that goeth to the courthouse and registers
shall receive one-thousand dollars,” no one will misunderstand. Both
actions (going to the courthouse and registering) are necessary to
receive the money. Both actions (believe and baptism) are necessary
to receive salvation. Some have argued that since baptism is not
mentioned in the latter part of the verse, baptism is not necessary.

However, this does not follow. One cannot be scripturally baptized if
he does not believe, thus, there is no reason to mention baptism. If
one does not believe he will be damned; however, if he wants to be
saved he must both believe and be baptized. “Then Peter said unto 
them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost” (Acts 2:38). A simple reading of the passage shows baptism is 
for the remission of sins.

However, because of denominational false doctrines, people muddy
the water. Some have claimed that the word “for” as is used here
means “because of.” An illustration of this teaching is found in the
electronic version of Strong’s Concordance (quoted from Logos



Bible Software, but I understand it is in others as well, however, not
in the written version). “For” (as used in Acts 2:38 “for the 
forgiveness...”) could have two meanings. If you saw a poster saying 
“Jesse James wanted for robbery”, “for” could mean Jesse is wanted so
he can commit a robbery, or is wanted because he has committed a 
robbery. The later sense is the correct one. So too in this passage, the 
word “for” signifies an action in the past. Otherwise, it would violate 
the entire tenor of the NT teaching on salvation by grace and not by 
works. However, this goes against the meaning of “for.” The Greek 
word eis is not retrospective (“an action in the past”), it is prospective
(looking forward). Additionally, whatever the “for” means in
relation to baptism, it also means in relation to repentance. Thus, if
baptism is because they have the remission of sins, they repent
because they have the remission of sins. This is something even they
refuse to accept. Also, the Greek and English construction of “for
the remission of sins” in Matthew 26:28 and Acts 2:38 are the same.
If Acts 2:38 means because your sins have been remitted, then did
not Jesus shed His blood because we already have the remission of
sins?

When Saul traveled to Damascus, a blinding light stuck him. Jesus
revealed Himself to Saul as the one he was persecuting. Saul asked
Jesus what he must do. Jesus told Saul to go into the city and it
would be told him what he must do. Jesus then appears to Ananias
and tells him to go tell Saul what he must do. Ananias tells Saul,
“And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away
thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord” (Acts 22:16). Saul was told, 
as a penitent believer, to be baptized. In that baptism he would wash 
away his sins. Some hold that Saul was saved on the road to 
Damascus. If Saul was saved on the road to Damascus, then he was
saved while he was in his sins. Saul’s sins were not taken away, washed
away, until he was baptized. When he was baptized he then was saved.

Peter clearly tells us that baptism saves us. “The like figure whereunto
even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth 
of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 3:21). Yet, the denominational



world argues that baptism doth also not now save us. They do exactly 
what Satan did in the Garden of Eden to Eve in adding the word “not” 
to what God said (see Gen. 3:4).

Briefly notice these other passages. Baptism places one into Christ
(Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27) where salvation is (2 Tim. 2:10). Baptism places 
one into the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:13), and there is only one (Eph. 
4:4). Jesus said he would save the body (Eph. 5:23). It is by baptism 
we are born again (John 3:3,5; Tit. 3:5) where we become a child of 
God (2 Cor. 5:17) and heirs of God (Rom. 8:17). It is also by this new 
birth, baptism, that we enter into the kingdom of God (John 3:3,5). 
We are baptized into Christ’s death (Rom. 6:3-4) where Jesus shed 
His blood to forgive us our sins (Mat. 26:28; 1 John 1:7; Rev. 1:5). The 
gospel saves man (Rom. 1:16; 1 Cor. 15:1- 2) and those who do not 
obey the gospel will be lost (2 The. 1:6-9).

The gospel consists of the death, burial and resurrection of Christ (1
Cor. 15:1-4). We must obey a form of Christ’s death, burial and
resurrection (Rom. 6:17-18) which is found in the act of baptism
(Rom. 6:3-4). Anyway one looks at baptism it always comes out as it
being for our salvation.

An additional question that we face today is: Must one know why
he is being baptized or can he be baptized simply to obey God? While 
we realize that man does not have to have total understanding
concerning baptism, he must understand that baptism is what saves
man. The design or purpose of baptism must be understood by the
recipient of baptism for that baptism to be biblical baptism. Paul
discusses the institution of the Lord’s Supper in First Corinthians 11.
He recounts how Jesus said to partake of this Supper “in 
remembrance of me” (1 Cor. 11:24-25). 

The word “in” is the same Greek word as “for” is in Acts 2:38. If one 
cannot partake of the Lord’s Supper simply to obey God and not 
understand the purpose (in memory of Christ’s death), then why 
should we think that one can be baptized simply to obey God without 
understanding its purpose (salvation, or the remission of sins)? No 



one can accidentally obey God. Everyone who is “baptized” whether 
immersed or sprinkled or whether he is doing it to show he has been 
saved or to be saved, he is doing it in a general sense to obey God. 

Baptism has a specific purpose and one must understand that purpose
for his baptism to be valid. It takes the right act based on the right 
belief to constitute Bible baptism.

Breaking it all down
The Five Parts of Baptsim

(1) Element. One may be baptized in any number of things. In the 
Bible, we learn that baptism is in water. "And as they went on their 
way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is 
water . . . . and they went down both into the water, both Philip and 
the eunuch; and he baptized him" (Acts 8:36, 38) "Can any man forbid
water, that these should not be baptized" (Acts 110:47)? John's 
baptism was in water (Matt. 3:13-16; Jn. 3:23) The New Testament 
reveals that baptism is in water in passages such as Ephesians 5:25, 1 
Peter 3:20, 21, and others, but, perhaps, there is little dispute of this 
point. Observe, please, that we are agreed on this fact because of our 
mutual acceptance of the text of Scripture.

(2) Agent. Who is the agent, the administrator, the baptizer? In Holy 
Spirit baptism, Jesus is the baptizer (Matt. 3:11). However, in water 
baptism, men are the agents employed. "Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them" (Matt. 28:19). Men are to teach and men are 
to do the baptizing. "They went down both into the water, both Philip 
and the eunuch; and he baptized him" (Acts 8:38). John the Baptist 
and Jesus' disciples baptized people (Jn. 3:23; 4:1, 2). The apostle Paul
baptized people (1 Cor. 1: 14-16). Again, there is little dispute of this 
conclusion. Men, mankind, are the ones who perform water baptism. 
Why do we agree to this conclusion? We acknowledge the simple 
statements of the word of God; thus, we stand united in and on the 
truth. Can we not follow this procedure regarding the final three 
aspects of our study?



(3) Action. At this juncture, we may entertain the first hint of 
controversy. However, we shall overcome potential disagreement by 
adhering to the plain witness and evidence of the Bible. What is the 
action of baptism? Is baptism an immersion, a burial, or is it 
sprinkling or pouring? "And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to 
Salim, because there was much water there" On. 3:23). Would one 
baptize in a place "because there was much water there" if he were 
sprinkling or pouring water on the people? "And Jesus, when he was 
baptized, went up straightway out of the water" (Matt. 3:16). Does this 
imply sprinkling, pouring or immersion? "They went down both into 
the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. And when
they were come up out of the water. . . " (Acts 8:38, 39). What action is
best described by the verses above, sprinkling, pouring or immersion? 
Paul said that "we are buried with him by baptism" (Rom. 6:4; Col. 
2:12). Baptism is likened unto a planting, a burial, and a resurrection 
(Rom. 6:5). If you had no preconceived ideas regarding the action of 
baptism, what would you most likely conclude from the verses cited? 
Surely, then, we can agree, as we did on the first two sections, on the 
action of baptism. The Scriptures, as they did before, should 
determine our view of the action of baptism.

(4) Subject. Who should be baptized? When is one a candidate for 
baptism? What qualifies one to be baptized? First, one must be a 
sinner. Those baptized in the New Testament were people who had 
sins that needed to be forgiven (Acts 2~23, 36-38; 22:16). Where 
baptism and salvation or its equivalent are mentioned, baptism always
precedes salvation (Mk. 16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16; 1 Pet. 3:21). 
Obviously, before one can be saved, he has to be lost in sin. So, one 
must be a sinner before he can be scripturally baptized. Second, one 
must be taught the truth before he is baptized. "Go ye therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them" (Matt. 28:19). In every case of New 
Testament baptism, the people were first taught, then baptized (Acts 
2:37, 38; 8:5, 12; 8:35-39; 16:14, 15, 30-34; 18:8; 19:1-5). Third, one 
must believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God (Rom. 10:9, 10). 
"When they believed ... they were baptized" (Acts 8:12, 36, 37). "And 
many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized" (Acts 
18:8). "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved" (Mk. 16:16). 



Fourth, one must repent before baptism - "Repent, and be baptized" 
(Acts 2:38). The jailer in Philippi and Saul of Tarsus manifested their 
repentance before they were baptized (Acts 16:30-33; 9:9, 11; 22:16). 
Fifth, one must confess with his mouth that Christ is Lord (Rom. 10:9, 
10). "And the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to 
be baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, 
thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is 
the Son of God ... and he baptized him" (Acts 8:36-38). One must meet
these terms before he is a suitable object and subject of New 
Testament baptism.

(5) Design. What is the aim, the object, the purpose of New Testament 
baptism? Remember, we shall answer the question by appealing to the
word of God. There are numerous, diverse responses from the creeds 
and churches of men, but we are going to be guided by the I Mile. But, 
first, why was Christ's blood shed? Jesus said it was "shed ... for the 
remission of sins" (Matt. 26:28). Now, if you were asked for the 
design, the purpose, for the shedding of the blood of Jesus, you could 
correctly say that it was shed "for the remission of sins." In Acts 2:38, 
the apostle Peter said that one is baptized "for the remission of sins. , , 
Would you deny that the precious blood of our Lord was shed "for the 
remission of sins"? No! By the same token, then, you will admit that 
baptism is "for the remission of sins." Suppose I said that the Lord 
shed His blood because we are already saved; or, suppose I said He 
poured out His blood to show that we were saved before His death on 
the cross? You would not like it if I advocated that. Well, baptism, like 
the shedding of the blood of Christ, is "for the remission of sins" 
(Matt. 26:28; Acts 2:38). Jesus said, "He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved" (Mk. 16:16). Ananias, a preacher sent of God, told Saul 
to "arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name
of the Lord" (Acts 22:16). On two occasions, Paul said that we are 
"baptized into Jesus Christ" (Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27). Peter said that 
"baptism doth also now save us" (I Pet. 3:21). What do you say?


