
TSD Online Class – Galatians – Lesson 20
 Final Rebuke Of Judaizers In Galatia

JIM
Galatians 6:11-18
Ye see how large a letter I  have written unto you with mine own
hand. As many as desire to make a show in the flesh, they constrain
you to be circumcised; only lest they should suffer persecution for the
cross of Christ. For neither they themselves who are circumcised keep
the law; but desire to have you circumcised, that they may glory in
your flesh. But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ,  by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I
unto  the  world.  For  in  Christ  Jesus  neither  circumcision  availeth
anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature. And as many as
walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and upon
the Israel of God. From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear
in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus. Brethren, the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

Verse 11. Paul often employed what we would call a stenographer to
write his  epistles.  The words were his,  dictated to another,  but the
penmanship itself was that of another. From his statement in verse 11,
it is obvious that Paul himself penned this letter without dictating it. It
was written with his “own hand,” perhaps indicating the urgency and
importance of  what he wrote.  That is  not to  say his  other inspired
writings were not important, but meaning that from the tenor of his
words in Galatians 1:6-9 there was an extreme urgency to write and
correct the things which disturbed the Galatian churches.

Verse 12.  The first  persecutions against  the Lord’s church did not
arise from pagan sources such as Rome, but from among the Jews in
Judea. That is evident from the arrest of Peter and John at the temple
in Acts 4, the arrest of all the apostles in Acts 5, the murder of Stephen
in Acts 7 and the scattering of the disciples from Jerusalem in Acts 8.
Like Paul did in his former religion, the Jews considered Christianity a
heretical sect and were determined to stamp it out because it taught
the  abrogation  of  their  law.  Luke's  account  indicates  that  in  his



account of  those Jews who opposed Stephen's preaching in Acts 6:10-
14):  And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by
which he spake. Then they suborned men, which said, We have heard
him speak blasphemous words against Moses, and against God. And
they stirred up the people, and the elders, and the scribes, and came
upon him, and caught him, and brought him to the council, And set
up  false  witnesses,  which  said,  This  man  ceaseth  not  to  speak
blasphemous words against this holy place,  and the law:  For we
have heard him say, that this Jesus of Nazareth shall  destroy this
place, and shall change the customs which Moses delivered us.

JERRY
Because  of  persecution,  many  Jews  who  became  Christians  were
tempted to revert to Mosaic practices in order to avoid persecution.
Like many people today, they were only half converted, mixing certain
practices  of  the  law  with  Christianity  in  order  to  avoid  being
persecuted. That is Paul’s charge against them in verse 12. They bound
circumcision upon the Galatians in order to avoid condemnation and
persecution  by  their  own  countrymen.  They  were  fence-straddlers.
They  wanted  to  follow  Christ,  but  not  to  the  extent  which  He
expressed  in  Matthew  12:30.  Like  men  today,  they  thought
Christianity could be practiced with God’s approval by compromising
and  pleasing  men  in  order  to  avoid  censure  by  their  peers.  But
devotion to Christ will not bring the world’s approval.  “Yea, and all
that will  live godly in Christ Jesus shall  suffer persecution” (2 Tim.
3:12).

The  Judaizers’  aims  were  to  avoid  persecution  and  promote
themselves  among  unbelieving  Jews  by  boasting  of  proselyting
Gentiles. Their concern was not for the cause of Christ, but for their
own self-promotion. They were concerned with prestige among their
peers  and  numbers  among  their  converts.  In  his  comments  on
Galatians,  David  Lipscomb wrote,  “Their  conduct  has  found many
imitators in men who make godliness a way of gain, whose religious
course is dictated by considerations of worldly self-interest. A little
persecution,  or  social  pressure,  is  enough to  turn them out  of  the
way.  They cast  off  their  allegiance to Christ  as  they change their



clothes  to  suit  the  fashion.  Business  patronage,  professional
advancement,  a  tempting  family  alliance,  the  entrance  into  some
select  and  envied  circle—such  are  the  things  for  which  loyalty  to
Christ are bartered, for which men put their souls and children in
great peril” page 285).

JIM
Verses 13-14. Those among the Galatians who taught and practiced
circumcision as necessary to salvation in Christ did not keep the law
themselves.  They  were  hypocritical  in  their  teaching,  for  their  sole
purpose was self-promotion. They served their own bellies—not the
cause of Christ.  By contrast with those false teachers, Paul says his
glory is not in the flesh, but in the cross of Christ. He had once gloried
in his fleshly descent from Abraham, and the law of Moses, but is now
“crucified with Christ” as he said in Galatians 2:20.  In obeying the
gospel, Paul died to sin and his former life and “through the gospel he
had lost interest in worldly things. Paul and the world are dead to
each other. The cross stands between them” (Lipscomb, p. 286).

Verse 15. Consequently, his life is now hidden in Christ, and his glory
is  in  heavenly  things  not  those  of  this  world,  as  it  was  with  the
Judaizers. Therefore, in Christ, both Jews and Gentiles are made one.
Whether one is an uncircumcised Gentile or a circumcised Jew, the
only thing which counts is a “new creature,” which is a reaffirmation of
his sentiment expressed in Galatians 5:6. In that passage, he says, “For
in  Christ  Jesus  neither  circumcision  availeth  anything,  nor
uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love.” Those two passages
are a parallel and “faith which worketh by love” is equal to becoming
“a new creature.” One becomes a new creature in Christ by faith which
works by love, and that means an obedient faith to the gospel of Jesus
Christ by which one becomes a child of God. That also connects with
his statement in Galatians 3:26-27, in which he notes that they all—
whether Jew or Gentile—became God’s children by faith when they
were baptized into Christ. Faith that works by love is an obedient faith
that springs from man’s heart and eliminates all  appendages to the
gospel plan of salvation such as circumcision.



JERRY
Verses 16-18. “This rule” of verse 16 is what he has just written in
verse 15—that the only thing which counts for salvation with God is “a
new creature.” Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is regarded
by God as a condition of salvation. The “new creature” or new man
who has died to sin, been buried in baptism, and risen to a newness of
life (Rom. 6:1-5) is the only thing God requires. Upon them, Paul says,
is the peace and mercy of God, and adds, “and upon the Israel of God.”
That  last  phrase  defines  God’s  true  Israel,  or  spiritual  Israel.  Paul
rejects  the  notion  that  fleshly  Israel  now  constitutes  God’s  chosen
people. Instead, God’s true Israel is composed of those new creatures
who have obeyed the gospel—whose circumcision is not outward, but
of the heart (Rom. 2:28-29) and who comprise the church of Christ.
That echoes his teaching in Romans 2:28-29: “For he is not a Jew,
which  is  one  outwardly;  neither  is  that  circumcision,  which  is
outward in the flesh: But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and
circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter;
whose praise is not of men, but of God.” And James metaphorically
called  those  to  whom  he  wrote  the  “twelve  tribes”  in  James  1:1:
“James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve
tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting.” The chosen people of
God today are not those who inhabit that country called “Israel” in the
Middle East, but those who constitute the church of Christ.

JIM
Verse 17.  This verse is an affirmation that his apostolic claims have
been vindicated in this letter. His words might be paraphrased thus:
“Let this be the end of the matter. I have vindicated my claims, and
further disturbance over these questions cannot be sustained  by any
proofs  of  those  who  disturb  you.”  He  had  not  only  vindicated  his
apostolic claim, but also bore the marks of the Lord in his physical
body.  These  were  the  scars  he  received  because  of  the  beatings,
scourgings, and stoning he had endured in the service of the Lord. The
Judaizers could not make this claim, for they avoided persecution by
teaching false doctrine. That was not the case with the great apostle.



The  scars  in  his  physical  body  attested  to  his  fearless  and  faithful
preaching of the gospel of the Risen Lord.

Verse 18. In his short benediction, Paul again calls them “brethren,”
softening  the  severe  rebukes  in  the  epistle  and  manifesting  his
affection for them. Despite their vacillation, he still  loved them and
desired their greatest good. In that, he manifested the love of the Lord
he served and prayed that the “the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ”
would be with their spirit. That grace is in the gospel as opposed to the
law, and their “spirit” is the inner man that is purified by the gospel
and contrasted with the fleshly ordinance of circumcision. Even in this
benediction, he expresses the truth that the only circumcision which
God accepts is that of  the heart—not of the flesh. His final word is
“amen,”  which means “so  be  it.”  In  the  solemn proceedings  of  the
synagogues,  the  hearers  indicated  their  adoption  of  the  sentiments
expressed by the use of that word. That custom passed into our age
and we today express the same in saying, “Amen” (1 Cor. 14:16). 


