
Teaching Sound Doctrine
Lessons on Clearing The Confusion

The Preacher 1 Thessalonians 2:1-12: 

 Let us start by saying that no one should ever begin to preach the 
gospel without being aware of the awesome responsibility involved. If 
we take a quick look at Paul's effort to impress upon the young 
preacher Timothy the importance of guarding both his life and his 
doctrine from reproach we can see the seriousness of such an 
endeavor (1 Tim. 4:11-16) These things command and teach. Let no 
man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in 
word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. Till I 
come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. Neglect
not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with 
the laying on of the hands of the presbytery. Meditate upon these 
things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to 
all. Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: 
for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear 
thee.

 1 Thessalonians 2:1-12 reveal the characteristics of a good preacher 
(or for that matter the Bible class teacher, personal worker, and so 
on.) which all of us would do well to keep in mind.

1Th 2:1  For yourselves, brethren, know our entrance in unto you, 
that it was not in vain: 
1Th 2:2  But even after that we had suffered before, and were 
shamefully entreated, as ye know, at Philippi, we were bold in our 
God to speak unto you the gospel of God with much contention. 

1Th 2:3  For our exhortation was not of deceit, nor of uncleanness, 
nor in guile: 

1Th 2:4  But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the 
gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth 



our hearts. 

1Th 2:5  For neither at any time used we flattering words, as ye 
know, nor a cloke of covetousness; God is witness: 

1Th 2:6  Nor of men sought we glory, neither of you, nor yet of 
others, when we might have been burdensome, as the apostles of 
Christ. 

1Th 2:7  But we were gentle among you, even as a nurse cherisheth 
her children: 

1Th 2:8  So being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to 
have imparted unto you, not the gospel of God only, but also our own
souls, because ye were dear unto us. 

1Th 2:9  For ye remember, brethren, our labour and travail: for 
labouring night and day, because we would not be chargeable unto 
any of you, we preached unto you the gospel of God. 

1Th 2:10  Ye are witnesses, and God also, how holily and justly and 
unblameably we behaved ourselves among you that believe: 

1Th 2:11  As ye know how we exhorted and comforted and charged 
every one of you, as a father doth his children, 

1Th 2:12  That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you 
unto his kingdom and glory. 

 So here we learn that a preacher must be

Bold (2:2)

Certain Of His Convictions (2:3)

Without Guile (2:3)

Not A Crowd-Pleaser, But A God-Pleaser (2:4)

Avoiding Flattery (2:5)



Not Covetous (2:5)

Balanced In Conduct (2:10) 

Gentle (2:6f)

Giving Of Self (2:8f)

Blameless In Conduct (2:10)

Behaving Like A Loving Father (2:10-12)

  The preacher is a man who has dedicated himself to proclaiming the 
word of God that others might come to know of the saving grace and 
mercy of our Lord. He takes his position as preacher very seriously as 
he will be held to a higher standard than the everyday Christian in the 
congregation. He is usually called upon to preach at least two sermons 
and to teach two classes a week. This is of course if there is not a 
gospel meeting going on are a special class on some topic that needs 
attending to.

     Few people really understand what all is entailed in being a 
preacher. They believe that his position is one of ease only having to 
get up in front of the congregation two may three times a week and 
speak on Gods word and that he can do this easily and the rest of his 
time is his own to do as he pleases. In reality nothing could be farther
from the truth.

    Many congregations think the preacher is a hireling that he is to do
their work for them. Some congregations believe that the preacher is 
supposed to take on the duties that they themselves are to be doing. 
Some say that it is the preacher's job to take up the slack of the 
congregation because they just don't have the time. 

    Some believe  since they do not have time or make time for their 
duties as Christians that they can employ the preacher to do it for 
them. To most peoples surprise the preacher is not just someone 



hired to pick up the slack of the church members. Too many people 
have the idea that the preacher should get out and round up all the 
straying sheep (Elders Duty). 

    If brethren within the church become "at odds" with one another, 
the preacher should arbitrate between them (Elders Duty). 

    If anyone in the congregation gets sick that the preacher should just 
run right over dropping everything and go see about it. If  members 
become needy, the preacher should know it and be sure it is taken care
of (Again Elders and Deacons Duty). 

    Preachers are expected to make rounds to hospitals like a doctor 
would and they are not to dare miss visiting the homes of members.

    Preachers are expected to run errands for everybody who calls on 
them these days. Is it any wonder they have so little time to prepare 
their lesson let alone study for themselves. To often members believe 
that this is what the preacher is paid for and he better do it or else.

    Now, I am not saying that a preacher should not visit (care for) the 
sick, or run errands, or help the needy but it is not a part of his 
preaching duty. As any Christian he has the same responsibility the as 
any other member has. However, there is no scriptural evidence that 
such works are to be performed as part of his duty as a preacher.

    Acts 6:2 tells us what Paul had to say about this. The apostles said, 
"It is not reason that we should leave the word of God to serve tables." 
Here the principle is well established that preaching the gospel is more
important than taking care of physical details. The church under the 
guidance of the apostles was instructed to choose from among them 
men who would take care of serving tables and the apostles could give 
themselves "continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word" 
(Acts 6:4).

    Today because of a lack of leadership in the church most 



congregations expect the preacher to make sure there is a weekly 
bulletin, expect the lawn to be mowed and host of other things that do 
not fall within the purview of preaching duties. In Paul's letters to 
Timothy, he explains the work of an evangelist, generally speaking, is 
to live an exemplary life (I Tim. 4:12), and to read, study and teach (2 
Tim. 2:2, 15; 1 Tim. 4:13). What a tremendous task this is in itself You 
should try being what we call a "full-time" preacher and see for 
yourself.

 Today there are those who complain about how "their preacher 
spends too much time in study" they do not understand the real duty 
of an evangelist, nor do they give thought the mental load it entails. 
These same people want to complain on Sunday morning that they 
didn't get much out of the preachers sermon. Members who expect the
preacher to carry on the work of an elder/deacon and (spend most of 
his time serving tables) can not to have worthwhile sermons too. The 
preacher simply cannot do both. A preachers effort behind the pulpit 
is directly connected to whether he spends enough time in his study. 

     Any preacher worth his salt will spend may hours in study daily. It 
is no simple task keeping up with the false doctrines that have made 
headway into the churches today. He will spend much time in prayer 
not just for himself but for others also. Then there is the preparation 
of his sermons and bible class lessons. This is not to mention any 
article writing or radio program or other lessons he may have to 
prepare for. 

    What about any classes he may be taking to further his knowledge 
and understanding. How about the time he may spend helping others 
who come to him needing help in their understand of Gods word. 

    A preachers work is not a nine to five job it is a way of life to the true
preacher of Gods word. What about the preacher who holds down a 
full time job in the secular world to make ends meet because the 
congregation where he serves can not afford to pay him or because 
there is no support from other places to care of his needs.



    

    People, especially Christians need to understand that the preacher is
already carrying a heave load and that he does so out of love for God 
and his fellow man. To place the burden of the the elders and deacons 
and even the congregation upon his shoulders is asking far to much of 
these men. 

    In the words of Irven Lee a faithful brother from Toney, Alabama.

    “There is a message that should be carefully delivered to every 
person in all the world. This enormous task is the work of preachers 
as God ordained it (Matt. 28:18-20; Mk. 16:15,16; Luke 24:47). There
is an urgency about getting the message delivered, and the preacher 
should grasp the seriousness of his this (2 Tim. 4:1-5). Paul used 
many expressions to remind the Ephesian elders of his attitude 
toward preaching: "what manner," "humility of mind," "many 
tears," "temptations," and of how he "kept back nothing that was 
profitable." He could claim that he was pure from the blood of all 
men because he shunned not to declare the whole counsel of God 
(Acts 20:17-35). He did not preach for the money at Ephesus. In fact, 
he earned his own money and funds for the care of his helpers while 
he was there. He knew that his work of preaching was important.

    Paul and Silas "suffered" and were "shamefully entreated" at 
Philippi, but they went right on to Thessalonica and were "bold" to 
speak the "gospel of God." It was this bold presentation of the truth in
such a way as to be well pleasing to God, rather than flattery and 
other men pleasing tactics, that they depended on to get the job done.
They were allowed by God to be put in trust with the gospel so there 
was a feeling that they were debtors to others (1 Thess. 2:1-13).”

The work of the church is not to be carried on by the preacher alone. 
In I Cor. 12:12-31 Paul compares the church to the human body and 
stresses the necessity of all parts working together for proper 
functioning. So it is with the body of Christ. When the members sit 
back and expect the preacher to do all the personal work that is 
accomplished, they are hindering the growth of the church. Paul 



points out in I Tim. 4:15 that the evangelist is to give himself wholly to 
his work and teaching. This does not mean though that he is to do all 
the personal work --that is not his job. Each and every individual 
member in the church sustains a relationship to his fellowman that 
makes him individually responsible for striving to lead him to the 
Lord. This also applies to wayward and weak members of the church. 
(Gal. 6: 1-2.) When all such work is turned over to the preacher to be 
done, not only are the members not studying and growing by 
experience as the Lord expects of us, but the preacher in turn is 
limited in his time available so that often either members are not 
visited or prospects missed or many sermons may show too much 
visiting (social and teaching) and not enough studying--hence 
handicapping the evangelist in his very purpose of preaching the word.
Such circumstances should not prevail in a congregation that is 
striving to be pleasing to the Lord. Active personal work programs 
ought to be set up and put to work to keep all members active and 
growing.

Not only do some expect the preacher to do all the personal work, but 
also expect him to also be the local socialite. By that, they simply mean
that they expect him to be there every Sunday to make sure he 
personally shakes the hand of everyone present--and are often 
offended if they are missed (although the idea of introducing 
themselves to visitors and shaking hands never occurred to them as 
also being an obligation of theirs). They expect him to give parties for 
the young people and adults, to pay a lot of social calls, support the 
civic clubs, take care of the visiting preacher, and many other such 
social obligations. The apostles well answered this themselves, saying, 
"'It is not fit that we should forsake the word of God, and serve tables. 
Look ye out, therefore, brethren, from among you seven men... but we 
will continue steadfastly in prayer, and in the ministry of the word." 
(Acts 6:2-4.)

    Friends, There is a lot of time that goes into preparing two sermons 
and two or three classes per week. There is the special preparation for 
each of these lessons, and there is a lot of general reading and constant



efforts to grow in background knowledge. Some who do not know 
what the preachers work truly is might benefit by going with him for a 
week and observing how many questions are asked on many different 
subjects. One never knows what subjects will be brought up. We are to
be ready always to give answer (1 Peter 3:15).


