
TSD Online Class – Galatians – Lesson 19
Duties To Support Teachers And Render Benevolence

JIM
Galatians 6:6-10
Let  him  that  is  taught  in  the  word  communicate  unto  him  that
teacheth in all good things. Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth
to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to
the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. And let us not be
weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.
As  we  have  therefore  opportunity,  let  us  do  good  unto  all  men,
especially unto them who are of the household of faith.

Verses 6-8.  There are two major points in verses 6-10. The first is
that Christians have a responsibility to support those who are teachers
of  the  gospel,  (vv.6-8),  and  the  second  is  that  Christians  have  a
responsibility to render good unto all others, (vv. 9-10).

The first point—that Christians are commanded to support those who
give themselves to  preaching the gospel—was also a  topic  in Paul’s
first epistle to the Corinthians. Who goeth a warfare any time at his
own charges? who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit
thereof? or  who feedeth a flock,  and eateth not  of  the milk of  the
flock? Say I these things as a man? or saith not the law the same
also? For it is written in the law of Moses, ‘Thou shalt not muzzle the
ox that treadeth out the corn.’ Doth God care for oxen? or saith he it
altogether for our sakes? For our sakes,  no doubt, this is written:
that he that ploweth should plow in hope; and that he that thresheth
in hope should be partaker of his hope. If we have sown unto you
spiritual  things,  is  it  a  great  thing  if  we  shall  reap  your  carnal
things? ...Do ye not know that they which minister about holy things
live of the things of the temple? and they which wait at the altar are
partakers with the altar? Even so hath the Lord ordained that they
which  preach  the  gospel  should  live  of  the  gospel  (1  Cor.  9:7-14).
Support  of  those  who  labor  in  spiritual  things  is  a  fundamental
principle taught throughout the Bible. It is not only a kind gesture to



support those who preach the gospel, but it is a solemn duty enjoined
upon  God’s  people.  That  is  what  Paul  means  when  he  says,
“communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things.” The “good
things” of this verse do not refer to the things taught, but to the good
material things which support and sustain the hearer. These things are
to be used to support those who teach and preach God’s word, and
that includes elders as well  as evangelists.  In fact,  Paul applies the
same passage from the law to elders in his first letter to Timothy that
he applies to himself and others in his first letter to Corinth. “Let the
elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially
they who labor in the word and doctrine.  For the Scripture saith,
thou shalt  not  muzzle  the  ox  that  treadeth out  the  corn.  And,  the
laborer is worthy of his reward” (1 Tim. 5:17).

JERRY
In verse seven, the apostle reminds the Galatians of God’s immutable
law of nature that like begets like. “Whatsoever a man soweth, that
shall he also reap.” From this law, there is no appeal, and it applies
equally to both the natural and spiritual realms. In the natural realm,
one does not sow wheat seed and reap watermelons, nor does one sow
sparingly and reap abundantly. Reaping is related to sowing in both
quantity and quality. Not only does one reap in relation to how much
he sows, but also in what he sows.

In his book,  The Gospel For Today, on page 12, Foy E. Wallace, Jr.
said,  Extending the argument for purpose and design as a proof of
Divine Intelligence, all the laws of nature may be called to testify—
the law of kinds, that like begets like, and that every seed produces
after  its  kind...  The  law  of  kinds  decrees  that  there  can  be  no
transmutation  or  crossing  of  the  species.  The  law  provides  for
variation of species but not for the development of one species of life
into another—there is no example of transmutation.

One who believes he can sow to the flesh and reap spiritual things is
self-deceived. He may as well sow rye seed, hoping to reap a crop of
soybeans.  To  believe  he  can  do  that  is  to  attempt  to  mock  God’s
immutable  law in  order  to  set  it  aside.  But  Paul  says  “God  is  not



mocked.” God’s laws say what they say, and mean what they mean,
regardless of what one thinks they say or mean. To set aside any of
His  laws,  either  in  the  spiritual  realm  or  the  natural  realm,  is  an
attempt to mock God. His laws may be ignored, disobeyed, scoffed at,
disbelieved,  or  reviled,  but  man  cannot  alter  them.  Man  does  not
break any law of God—he only breaks himself on them. When a car
crashes head-on with another it violates God’s law of physics that says
two things cannot occupy the same space at the same time. The drivers
do not break that law. They only break themselves in violating it. So it
is with God’s law of sowing and reaping. A man reaps what he sows,
regardless of  what he thinks he will  reap. He cannot “sow his wild
oats” and expect to reap a harvest of righteousness before God. This
law of sowing and reaping in verse seven comes within the context of
what he has just said in chapter 5 concerning the flesh and spirit. His
conclusion regarding the law of sowing and reaping in the spiritual
realm is then given in verse eight in a contrast between sowing to the
spirit and the flesh.

JIM
Of  the  words  “spirit”  and  “flesh,”  Franklin  Camp  makes  this
observation in his book on  The Work of The Holy Spirit, pages 229,
230: “The  word  [“spirit”  is  used  sometimes  as  a  synonym  of  the
gospel.  The gospel  is  spiritual.  It  has to do with man’s spirit.  The
word ‘Spirit’ is sometimes used where it simply means the gospel...
The condition of  the Jew under the law was as different from the
Christian under the gospel as flesh is different from spirit. The word
‘flesh’ is also used to denote the body... The avenue of sin is through
its appeal to the flesh. The word ‘flesh’ is also used in this sense. In
answering  some  who  had  charged  Paul’s  gospel  of  grace  of
encouraging sin, Paul shows that such is not true. Paul made it plain
that the gospel of grace, which frees one from the bondage of sin,
through the  blood  of  Christ,  is  no  license  to  sin.  Rather  than the
gospel of grace giving one a license to sin, his body is to be used in
the service of righteousness... It is for this reason that Paul states his
conclusion in Romans 8 that one is not a debtor to the flesh and to
allow the flesh to control ends in death.”



The tenor of Paul’s injunction to sow to the spirit refers to the spirit of
man—not the Holy Spirit. It is difficult to understand how one sows to
the Holy Spirit, but there is no difficulty in understanding that man
can sow spiritual things to his own spirit. This is better understood in
the light of Paul’s words in First Corinthians 2:9-13.

But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared
for them that love him. But God hath revealed  them unto us by his
Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.
For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man
which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the
Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but
the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are
freely given to us of God.  Which things also we speak, not in the
words  which  man's  wisdom  teacheth,  but  which  the  Holy  Ghost
teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.

JERRY
The “spiritual things” of which he speaks in verse 13 are the things of
the  gospel  scheme of  redemption,  and he  says  those  “things”  have
been  revealed  in  words  “which  the  Holy  Ghost  teacheth.”  These
“words” reveal the plan of salvation and are directed to the mind of
man. One sows to the spirit—his own spirit—when he hears, believes,
and obeys those words “which the Holy Ghost teacheth.” The inner
man—the spirit of man— is the soil in which the word of God is sown,
(Lk. 8:5-15). While this seed contains life from the Holy Spirit, it is not
sown to the Holy Spirit, but to the spirit of man. When the inner man
is  changed and renewed,  his  flesh,  with its  lusts,  passes  under  his
spirit’s  control,  through obedience to  the teachings revealed by the
Holy  Spirit.  The  body,  or  flesh,  is  merely  the  instrument  through
which  sin  is  committed.  So  long  as  the  flesh  is  controlled  by  the
purified spirit of man, then he “mortifies”—puts to death—the deeds of
the body which means he is sowing to the spirit.  The spirit of man
then  dominates  his  life  and  brings  the  flesh  under  the  control  of
spiritual  considerations.  But  if  his  fleshly  lust  dominates  his  inner
man, or spirit, he sows to the flesh. That is the contrast drawn here



between  sowing  to  the  spirit  and  sowing  to  the  flesh,  and  the
difference between reaping life or death.

JIM
Verses  9-10. In  view  of  what  he  has  just  written,  he  offers  the
exhortation of  verse nine.  Just  as  reaping comes after  sowing,  and
what is sowed is reaped, so in due season we shall reap life everlasting
if we do not become weary in well doing. The words “well doing” in
this verse are equated with sowing to the spirit and contrasted with
the works of the flesh. One can easily become “weary in well doing” if
he considers only the short term of his service to God. But the law of
well doing—sowing to the spirit—is as immutable as any law of God,
and the harvest of life everlasting will come as surely as God lives—but
only if we “faint not.” The word “therefore” in verse 10 indicates that
this is written with a view to what he has just said. Doing good unto all
men as opportunity permits is sowing to the spirit, and that must be
the Christian’s constant work. This is the “righteousness” that is the
natural  and  logical  consequence  of  “godliness.”  Where  there  is  no
opportunity, there is no responsibility, but as opportunities arise, it is
our responsibility to take advantage of them to do good unto others.
This involves not only considerations of food, clothing, and shelter,
but of doing the highest good to others by making known to them the
gospel  which  saves.  The  injunction  to  do  good  to  others  is  all-
inclusive,  though  it  particularly  singles  out  “them  who  are  of  the
household of faith.” Like that of the Saviour who came to die for all,
our obligation is to all men, especially our brethren in Christ, and this
verse refutes the idea of benevolence to “saints-only” as a nefariously
false doctrine.


