
TSD Online Class – Galatians - Lesson 8
From Servanthood To Sonship (4:1-7)

JIM
Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing
from a servant,  though he be lord of  all;  but  is  under tutors and
governors until the time appointed of the father. Even so we, when
we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world:
but when the fulness of time was come, God sent forth his Son, made
of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were under
the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. And because ye
are sons, God hath sent forth the spirit of his Son into your hearts,
crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a
son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.

Verses 1-2.
Paul again uses a legal illustration of what he is about to write. This
time it is of minor children and their status before their majority. He
reminds his readers that the heir of a household has no more status
than a servant in that household until he reaches the age of majority.
The minor child is trained “under tutors and governors” until such a
time  as  he  is  deemed  fit  to  inherit  his  father’s  estate—“...the  time
appointed by the father.” In this way, he progresses from servanthood
to sonhood in all the legal ramifications of those two terms.

Verses 3-5.
Now, Paul makes the application of what he has just said in verses one
and two.  “Even so  we,  when we were  children...”  He contrasts  the
former condition of those under the law of Moses with their current
status as “children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.” As children, those
under the law were “in bondage.” The law of Moses could not make
one free. That is the subject Paul discusses when he says, For the law
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of
sin and death. For what the law could not do, in that it was weak
through the flesh, God sending his Son in the likeness of sinful flesh,
and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: that the righteousness of the
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the



Spirit  (Rom.  8:2-4).  Under  the  law  of  Moses,  the  Jews  were  in
bondage and served God in the spirit of servanthood. God was never
addressed  as  “our  Father”  under  the  Mosaic  covenant,  but  with
various terms such as, “Almighty God,” “Lord of Hosts,” “Jehovah,”
and “The Lord God.” That was the language of servants. “But when the
fulness of time was come” refers to the statement in verse two which
says, “the time appointed of the Father.” In his legal illustration, the
father had an appointed time when his son would become a man and
inherit the estate. He now applies that principle to God’s dealing with
the Jews under the law of Moses. As minors—during the Mosaic age—
they were no more than servants. But at the “time appointed of the
father”, or what Paul calls in verse four, “the fulness of time”, their
minority  ended  and  God  sent  His  Son  into  the  world  through  the
agency of a woman, and under the very law He came to fulfill. There is
a richness to the phrase, “the fulness of time.” This was the right time
in the history of man to consummate the work of redemption which
had been in God’s purpose from the beginning (Eph. 3:11). This was
the right time to reveal the mystery of the gospel—that both Jews and
Gentiles were to be included in the scheme of redemption, and all of
history that had gone before “the days of these kings” had served to
prepare for this span of approximately 33 years in which the Son of
God would sojourn on the earth, consummate God’s plan to save men,
abolish the law of Moses, reveal the truth of the gospel through men
like Paul, and call all races to salvation through Him.

JERRY
He who sees all things from the beginning knew that the Koine’ Greek
in which the world then communicated would provide the right words
to  convey  His  will  to  man.  He knew that  the  Roman roads,  which
united the world, would provide easy access for His messengers to go
into all the world with the soul-saving gospel, and He knew that the
old idols of the pagan world would fall before the preaching of the One
True God, as Paul preached in Athens (Acts 17). Marvin Weir writes,

Greeks  with  their  language,  education   and  culture  and
Romans  with  their  laws  and  roads,  contributed  greatly  to
prepare the world for the coming of the Christ. There can be



no doubt but that the providence of God can be traced through
this period of time. When the 400 years of silence came to a
close, the “fulness of time had arrived...

But beyond all these considerations, the Eternal Counsel of the Eternal
God knew the Gentile world, as well as that of the Jews, was ready for,
and desperately needed, redemption. The time of minority was past. It
was now time for the inheritance to be granted in the majority years.
Christ came into the world in fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy.
The first  intimation of  a  Redeemer was  made in  Genesis  3:15—the
seed from which all prophecies of Christ sprang. To the serpent, God
said,  “...and  I  will  put  enmity  between  thee  and  the  woman,  and
between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt
bruise  his  heel.”  Through  woman  came  the  fall  of  the  race,  and
through that same agency came the redemption of the race. As David
severed the head of Goliath with the giant’s own weapon, so God used
the source of the fall—woman—to send the Redeemer into the world
Who  would  use  Satan’s  own  weapon—death—to  defeat  him.  The
phrase, “made of a woman,” (Gal. 4:4) is a strong doctrinal affirmation
of the virgin birth of Christ. The Incarnate Son of God was made of a
woman without the agency of a male. This agrees with the prophecies
of both Isaiah and Jeremiah. “Therefore the Lord himself shall give
you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall
call his name Immanuel” (Isa. 7:14). “For the Lord hath created a new
thing in the earth. A woman shall compass a man” (Jer. 31:22). Both of
these passages are connected with the seed promise of Genesis 3:15.
Matthew said Isaiah’s  prophecy was fulfilled in  the conception and
birth of Jesus Christ (Matt. 1:20-23). The Son of God had no earthly
father.  He was  “made of  a  woman,”  and the  “new thing”  of  which
Jeremiah wrote was that a man would be compassed (“encompassed”)
by a woman (Jer. 31:22) in the person of a created child. No male was
involved in the birth of Christ. He came through the seed of woman by
a miracle. 

JIM
Mary was a virgin when He was conceived,  during the term of  her
pregnancy, and when He was born in Bethlehem. Had this not been



the  case,  this  young  Jewish  girl  would  surely  not  have  visited  her
cousin, the wife of a Levite priest, to announce her condition, knowing
the penalty for adultery under the law of Moses! This One who was
“made of a woman, made under the law” came to redeem not only the
Gentile world, but also those who served Jehovah under the law of
Moses,  that  all  might receive the the adoption of  sons and become
God’s children by faith in Christ.

Verses 6-7.
Taken from their context, verses 6 and 7 are often used to teach that
the Christian has the Holy Spirit dwelling directly in his body. But, like
all passages, these must be considered contextually, and the context
does not render that conclusion. Under discussion is the redemption
of  those under  the  law,  and their  progression from servanthood to
sonship—from spiritual minority status to adulthood, or majority. The
first seven verses of Galatians 4 connect with the last verses of chapter
3, where the apostle had shown that the baptized Jews and Gentiles
were together sons and heirs. According to Wallace's commentary,

The first seven verses of chapter 4 compare Judaism with the 
position of a minor who had not reached the status of sonship
—an heir apparent who was yet a minor. But having been 
redeemed from the law they had ‘received the adoption of 
sons,’ and God had sent the spirit of sonship into their hearts, 
calling God Father (p. 74).

The word “spirit” in the phrase, “spirit of his son” in verse 6 does not
refer to the Holy Spirit, but to the spirit in which God’s children serve
Him. Neither should the word “son” be capitalized. It does not refer to
Jesus Christ, but to the disposition, or attitude, in the hearts of those
who are the children of God today.

JERRY
When  the  New  Testament  was  written,  it  was  written  using  only
capital letters, and had no punctuation marks. The punctuation and
capitalization of the text was done in later years by translators who
capitalized those words in this verse. But the context does not call for



the capitalization of either word. We are convinced that the meaning
of verse 6 is that, unlike those under the Mosaic economy, Christians
serve God, not in the spirit of servants to a master, but in the spirit of
sons  to  a  Father.  The  “spirit  of  his  son”  is  not  a  reference  to  the
indwelling  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  That  was  the  conclusion  of  R.  L.
Whiteside in his comments on the similar passage in Romans 8:15. He
said,

The Jew under the law was moved principally through fear,
and idol worshippers were moved by fear. But not so with the
Christian.  ‘But  ye  received the  spirit  of  adoption;’  or,  more
exact,  ‘Ye received the spirit  of  sonship.’  A Christian is  one
who has been born again; he is a child of God by birth, rather
than  by  adoption.  He  serves  God,  not  through  a  spirit  of
slavish fear, but through a spirit of filial obedience. ‘Spirit’ as
used  in  this  verse  does  not  refer  to  an  individual  personal
intelligence,  but  to  a  disposition or  attitude.  ...The spirit  of
fear is displaced by a spirit of reverence, trust, and worship.
The term ‘Abba’ means ‘Father.’ It seems that the two terms
are used here for emphasis (p. 178).

The Greek word for “father” is pater, and abba is an Aramaic word. I
believe the use of both words here simply illustrates the merging of
Jews and Gentiles into God’s house, which is the church (1 Tim. 3:15)
and the relationship of both as God’s children. The service rendered to
God by both Jew and Gentile as His sons means both can call Him
“Father.” That Galatians 4:6 refers to the disposition of sons of God,
and not the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, ought to be evident from the
context. The contrast there is clearly drawn. “Wherefore, thou art no
more a servant, but a son.” That same contrast is also made in the
Roman  passage  between  the  “spirit  of  bondage”  and  the  “spirit  of
adoption,” and I believe the “spirit of adoption” in Romans 8 and the
“spirit  of  his  son”  in  Galatians  4  are  parallel,  as  are  the  “spirit  of
bondage” in Romans 8 and the child who “differeth nothing from a
servant” of Galatians 4.

JIM



Neither of these passages refers to the Holy Spirit, but to the basis of
our service to God in this dispensation. Unlike the servanthood of the
Mosaic dispensation, both Jews and Gentiles now serve God in the
spirit of sonship. It has been taught that one has the person of the
Holy  Spirit  dwelling  in  his  body  “because ye  are  sons.”  But  the
emphasis and contrast in Galatians 4:6-7 is upon and between sonship
and  servanthood—not  some  direct  indwelling  of  the  Holy  Spirit
because  we  are  Christians.  The  spirit  of  sonship is  in  our  hearts
because we are sons. In his book, The Mission and Medium of The
Holy Spirit, Foy E. Wallace, Jr. wrote,

So the spirit of verse 6 is not the Holy Spirit, but the spirit of
sonship, as the following verse 7 specifies: ‘Wherefore thou art
no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God
through Christ.’ It is the same sonship and the same spirit of
sons as in Romans 8:15: ‘But ye have not received the spirit of
bondage  again  to  fear;  but  ye  have  received  the  spirit  of
adoption,  whereby  we  cry  Abba,  Father.’  Here  the  spirit  of
adoption is in contrast with the spirit of bondage, and there is
no reason for the small S on spirit of bondage and a large S on
spirit of adoption—for the spirit of adoption in Rom. 8:15, and
the spirit of sons in Gal. 4:6, do not refer to the Holy Spirit.
There is no argument to be derived from these verses for the
direct indwelling of the personal Holy Spirit (p. 74).


