
TSD Online Class – Galatians – Lesson 16
The Fruit Of The Spirit 1 (5:22a)

JIM
This lesson begins our study of three aspects of the fruit of the spirit in
Galatians 5:22a in which Paul writes,  “But the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace...” “Love” is the foundational fruit of man’s spirit from
which all devotion to God springs. Without love, Paul says all else is
worthless (1 Cor. 13). The kind of love described as a fruit of the spirit
is agape—love that springs from man’s will, not from emotions. Thayer
says it is  “...affection, good will, love, benevolence, Jn. 15:13; Rom.
13:10;  1  Jn.  4:18.  Of  the  love  of  men  to  men;  esp.  that  love  of
Christians  toward  Christians  which  is  enjoined  and  prompted  by
their  religion,  whether  the  love  be  viewed  as  in  the  soul  or  as
expressed...  Of  the love of  men towards God...  Of  the love of  God
towards Christ...  Of the love of Christ towards men...  troublesome
service, toil, undertaken from love, 1 Th. 1:3; ...love which embraces
the truth, 2 Th. 2:10... God is wholly love, his nature is summed up in
love, 1 Jn. 4:8, 16” (Thayer, 4).

“Love,”  then,  is  that  which  is  cultivated  in  and  springs  from  the
individual. It is a trait of man’s will or spirit upon which all other fruit
of the spirit rests and from which it draws its sustenance. Man’s first
duty is to love God. That is godliness. His second duty is to love man.
That  is  righteousness.  One  who  loves  God  with  all  his  heart  will
naturally and inevitably love his fellow man who is made in the image
of God. Love will move him to seek the highest good for himself in
relation  to  God  and  the  highest  good  of  his  fellows.  This  is
fundamental in every aspect of his relationship to God and his fellow
man. He who has respect and love for the sacred will have no trouble
respecting  and  loving  others  of  his  kind.  How  is  this  kind  of  love
developed? Is it by a direct influence of the Holy Spirit upon the spirit
of  the  Christian?  That  is  the  position  of  some who deny  any  such
influence upon the alien sinner, but say the Christian cannot produce
the  fruit  of  the  spirit  without  the  Holy  Spirit’s  direct  aid.  That
philosophy  is  “half-baked  Calvinism.”  Calvinism  contends  that  the



alien sinner is so depraved that he cannot become a Christian of his
own will, and that after he becomes a Christian, he has the Holy Spirit
guiding his life so that he cannot be lost.  The notion that the alien
sinner can understand the word of God, and act upon its precepts to
become a Christian, but cannot produce the fruit of the spirit without
direct  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  simply  a  mutated  form  of
Calvinism, and a misapprehension of Paul’s use of the word “spirit” in
Galatians five. In conversion of the alien sinner, and production of the
fruit of the spirit in the child of God, the Holy Spirit  operates only
through the word of God. All life, in both the physical and spiritual
realms, and that which sustains and brings it to fruition, springs from
seed.

JERRY
The material creation in which all men live was begun by miracle and
is propagated by the germ of life implanted in the seed of all living
things by the Holy Spirit.  “In the beginning God created the heaven
and  the  earth.  And  the  earth  was  without  form  and  void:  and
darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved
upon the face of the waters” (Gen. 1:1-2). Elohim—the three persons
of the Godhead—all functioned in the creation. That is evident from
Genesis 1:1-2, John 1:3, and Hebrews 1:1-2. The Holy Spirit’s work is
defined  in  the  Genesis  account  as  bringing  life  from  the  primal
elements of  creation and placing the germ of  life  in the seed of  all
living things. When Moses wrote that “the Spirit of God moved upon
the  face  of  the  waters,”  he  did  not  mean  mere  motion.  The  word
“moved” was given to  him to indicate  a specific  action designed to
accomplish  the  generation  of  life.  Adam  Clarke  wrote  this  in  his
commentary  on  Genesis  one:  “Moved  merachepheth,  was  brooding
over; for the word expresses that tremulous motion made by the hen
while either hatching her eggs or fostering her young. It here probably
signifies the communicating a vital or prolific principle to the waters.”
The germ of life, or what Clarke terms the “vital or prolific principle,”
was implanted directly in all living things by the Holy Spirit. Having
done that work, the Holy Spirit ceased his production of life and the
fruit  thereof  through  direct  means  and  continued  its  propagation
through seed. “And God said, let the earth bring forth grass, the herb



yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose
seed  is  in  itself  upon the  earth:  and it  was  so”  (Gen.  1:11). God’s
spiritual creation had the same kind of beginning and continues in the
same  fashion.  In  fact,  John’s  language  regarding  Christ’s  work  of
redemption is analogous to that of Moses. (cf. Gen. 1:1 and Jn. 1:1).
The church was begun by miracle and continues through seed and that
seed is the word of God in which the Spirit implanted life.  “It is the
Spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I
speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life” (Jn. 6:63). Jesus did
not mean the Holy Spirit is the word of God, or that the word of God is
the  Holy  Spirit.  He  used  metaphorical  language  indicating  that
spiritual life is in words which the Holy Spirit revealed and said, “the
seed is the word of God” (Lk. 8:11). The germ of spiritual life inheres in
the  word,  placed  there  by  the  same  Omnipotent  hand  that  placed
physical life in the seed of all living things. Upon this basis, we affirm
that every action of the Holy Spirit, exerted upon the alien sinner or
the child of God, is begun, carried on and consummated only through
the word of God.

JIM
In Matthew’s account of the parable of the sower, Jesus called the seed
“the  word  of  the  kingdom,”  (Matt.  13:19).  He  used  a  universally
recognized, natural occurrence to illustrate how the Holy Spirit works
in the spiritual realm— through seed—but in none of the soils did the
Holy  Spirit  directly  implant  life,  or  produce  fruit.  The  Holy  Spirit
infused life into the seed “in the beginning” and in every case in the
parable, the development and fruition of that seed depended upon the
soil—not the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit had done his work when he
placed life in the seed in the beginning of creation and has done the
same  in  the  spiritual  realm as  the  Great  Revelator  of  God’s  word.
There was no development in that which fell  upon the wayside soil
because it would not receive it. There was some development of that
which fell  upon the  rocky  ground,  but  it  did  not  come to  fruition.
Why? The soil received the seed but did not have sufficient depth to
retain and nourish it.  That which fell  among thorns partook of  the
same soil  which nourished the thorns, but was choked out by them
because the soil nourished the thorns to the neglect of the good seed.



But  that  which  fell  in  good  soil  sprang  up  and  “bare  fruit  a
hundredfold” (Lk. 8:8).  It was the same seed from the same source
that  came  to  fruition  in  the  good  soil,  but  found  unfavorable
conditions in the others. The deficiency of some of the soils did not
negate the sufficiency of the seed, nor did the seed need or receive
additional help from the Holy Spirit. Now, to hear some people today,
one would have to believe that the Holy Spirit was in that good soil “in
conjunction with the word of God.” Did that hundredfold fruit spring
from the Holy Spirit working “in conjunction with” the seed? Did the
Holy Spirit infuse life into soil that needed direct, additional help in
bearing fruit?

JERRY
The answer to both of your questions is, no, Jim. Neither did the Holy
Spirit  reside in and operate  upon western Oklahoma soil  when my
grandfather produced a cotton crop. The Holy Spirit placed the germ
of life in that cotton seed in the beginning. If I believed the Holy Spirit
exerts a direct influence upon the child of God to produce fruit today,
then I would argue that the Holy Spirit exerted a direct influence upon
the  soil  where  my  grandfather  planted  cotton.  The  two  cases  are
parallel, and in both cases it would be miraculous. The Holy Spirit has
never effected salvation for the alien sinner, nor fruit in the heart of a
Christian  except  through the  word of  God.  As  a  fruit  of  the  spirit,
“love” is that character trait that springs from within the heart of the
individual, not something implanted there by a direct influence of the
Holy  Spirit.  It  is  the  foundation  of  all  the  individual’s  acceptable
service to God. When Moses recited the law for the second generation
of those who had left Egypt, he prefaced that recitation with, “Hear, O
Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord: and thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
might” (Deut. 6:4-5). Nothing Israel did in their observance of the law
of Moses was acceptable to God if what they observed did not spring
from their love of Him. Not a single drop of sacrificial blood, a wisp of
smoke from burning incense, or a crust of unleavened bread eaten at
the passover profited an Israelite anything if he did not first love the
Lord  with  all  his  heart.  Though  rivers  of  blood  flowed  from  their
altars, if they did not first love the Lord God, that blood was shed for



nought. The same is true in this dispensation in which we live. None of
the  songs  we  sing,  the  money  we  give,  the  prayers  we  pray,  the
sermons we preach, the communion we observe, or the good deeds we
perform in daily living profit anything if we do not first love the Lord
with all our heart. That is an unchanging principle of God in every age
of the world and that is exactly what Paul meant in First Corinthians
13:1-7. Issuing from the love in man’s spirit for God and things sacred
are all those other things enumerated in verses 22 and 23.

First, there is “joy.” Strong says this is chara, meaning, “cheerfulness,
i.e.  calm,  delight:—gladness”  (77).  Thayer  says  one meaning—and I
believe  the  one  expressed  as  a  fruit  of  the  Spirit—is  “to  attain  to
blessedness at the right hand of God in heaven, Heb. 12:2; the same
idea is expressed in the parable by the words ‘joy of thy Lord’,  the
blessedness  which the Lord enjoys,  Mt.  25:21,  23”  (665).  The “joy”
here  spoken  of  is  directly  connected  with  the  “peace”  which
immediately follows. The “calm, delight, gladness” of heart is because
one’s sins are remitted and he stands in fellowship with God. This is
also the blessedness of the happy man of whom David speaks in the
First Psalm. “His delight is in the law of the Lord” (Psa. 1:2). Because
he loves God, he seeks forgiveness by doing God’s will and the peace
he has with the Father creates in him joy unspeakable (1 Pet. 1:8). The
same word—chara—is descriptive of the joy that was set before Christ
and for which joy He endured the shame of the cross (Heb. 12:2).

JIM
The  “peace”  that  produces  joy  in  the  Christian’s  heart  is  not  an
absence of carnal conflict, but peace with God. Even Christ was not
exempt from carnal conflict while He lived in the flesh. The “peace”
here  is  peace  with  God.  When  the  angels  announced  the  birth  of
Christ, they said, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,
good will toward men.” This great truth is so trivialized by the world—
especially at that season the world celebrates as the birth of Christ. In
the minds of most people, it has come to mean a cessation of carnal
conflict, such as peace between warring nations. But that is not what
the angels meant. In fact, there is a seeming contradiction between the
words of the angels and Jesus own words: Think not that I am come



to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. For I
am  come  to  set  a  man  at  variance  against  his  father,  and  the
daughter against her mother, and the daughter-in-law against her
mother-in-law. And a man’s foes shall be they of his own household
(Matt.  10:34-36).  But  there  is  no  contradiction  between  Jesus’
statement  and  the  angels’  announcement.  They  spoke  of  peace
between God and man, and Jesus spoke of the opposition that would
come to those who preached and obeyed that message of peace. The
peace announced by the angels was the same kind of peace of which
Paul wrote:  “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:1). This is also the same
kind of peace Paul spoke of when he told the Ephesians, “For he is our
peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle
wall of partition between us” (Eph. 2:14). It is the peace that comes
only through reconciliation to God—“...for to make in himself of twain
one new man, so making peace; and that he might reconcile both
unto God in one body by the cross. having slain the enmity thereby:
and came and preached peace to you which were afar off,  and to
them that were nigh” (Eph. 2:15-17). The fruit of peace results from
reconciliation of man to God, and that comes through the remission of
sins in man’s obedience to the gospel and his continued walk in the
light of that gospel (1 Jn. 1:7).


