
TSD Online Class – Galatians - Lesson 13
Freedom In Christ Is Not A License To Sin (5:13-26)

Grace Does Not Exclude Law (5:13-15)

JIM
One of Satan's most effective lies is that since we live under a system
of grace,  we are under no divine law at  all.  In today's  lesson,  Paul
destroys that false idea.
Galatians 5:13-15
For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty
for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another. For all the
law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbor
as thyself. But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be
not consumed one of another.

Verses 13-15. This begins the sum and consequence of his arguments
against a return to the law. They (and we) have been called to the
liberty  which  is  in  Christ.  All  men  are  now  free  from  the  legal
strictures of the law of Moses, by which no one could be justified. We
no longer serve God as did the bond slaves under that law, but as sons
in the glorious liberty of the gospel by which God forgives, receives,
adopts, and blesses those who answer its call. But even in the liberty of
the gospel there is danger. Not a danger that arises from the gospel
itself, but from the liberty that is ours therein. That danger is the one
which we find so rampant in our contemporary world and which Paul
addressed in the Roman epistle—the danger of viewing God’s grace
under the gospel as a license to sin. Paul dealt with that in Romans
5:17 through 6:7. There, he said,

For if by one man’s offense death reigned by one; much more
they  which  receive  abudance  of  grace  and  of  the  gift  of
righteousness  shall  reign  in  life  by  one,  Jesus  Christ).
Therefore as by the offense of one judgment came upon all
men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one
the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. For
as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by
the  obedience  of  one  shall  many  be  made  righteous.



Moreover,  the law entered that  the offense might  abound:
that  as  sin  hath  reigned  unto  death,  even  so  might  grace
reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ
our Lord. What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin,
that grace may abound? God forbid, How shall we, that are
dead to sin,  live any longer therein? Know ye not,  that so
many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized
into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism
into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by
the  glory  of  the  Father,  even  so  we  also  should  walk  in
newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the
likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his
resurrection: knowing this, that our old man is crucified with
him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth
we should not serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin.

JERRY
When a person is baptized into Christ, he is separated from his old life
of sin which held him in bondage. He is no longer a servant of sin, but
a servant of Christ.  In his commentary on Romans, page 133, R. L.
Whiteside wrote,

If we keep in mind what Paul had been saying, we will see that
to crucify the old man is the same thing as to die to sin. Of
himself,  Paul  said,  ‘I  have  been  crucified  with  Christ’  (Gal.
3:20). Paul the sinner died. What was true of him is true of
everyone who becomes a Christian. The old man, the body of
sin, is the sinner. Every time a person becomes a Christian, a
sinner  dies.  We die  as  sinners  and are raised  up as  saints.
...We  are  then  no  longer  the  bondservants  of  sin.  When  a
bondservant, or a slave, dies, he passes from under his master.
His master no longer has dominion over him. ...If a slave of
sin dies to sin, he is free from service to his master. Sin rules
him no more.

If grace abounds much more than sin, as Paul wrote to the Romans,
then the objection might be raised that we ought to sin more in order



that God’s grace might abound much more and be magnified. But Paul
refutes that theory in Romans 6 by contrasting the servant of sin with
the servant of righteousness. Liberty in Christ does not make one free
from all restraint. That’s the point in Paul’s refutation of that theory:

What shall we say then? shall we sin because we are not under the
law, but under grace? God forbid.  Know ye not,  that to whom ye
yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye
obey? whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?
But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have
obeyed from the  heart  that  form of  doctrine which was delivered
you.  Being  then  made  free  from  sin,  ye  became  the  servants  of
righteousness (Rom. 6:15-18).

The servant of sin is the man who allows sin to have control of his life.
But the servant of righteousness is the man who stands in the liberty
of the gospel system of faith. Sin may enter into his life, but it does so
as an intruder, not as a ruler. The servant of righteousness will control
his fleshly lusts through continuing obedience to the gospel, and not
use his liberty as an occasion to sin in order for grace to abound. Sin is
a  severe  taskmaster  which  promises  great  things,  and  may  deliver
them “for a season.” But in the end, the wages of sin is death (Rom.
6:23). The body of sin is destroyed in baptism and the new man rises
to “walk in newness of life.” That life which follows baptism into Christ
is new in quality as well as quantity, and is to be lived separate from
the dominion of sin.

JIM
The world today  is  full  of  people  who teach that  the  grace  of  God
allows men to continue living in sin and will then take them one day
into  heaven.  This  is  one  of  the  most  pernicious  and  dangerous
teachings in our world. That philosophy equates God’s grace with His
toleration  of  every  imaginable  sin.  They  conclude  that  the  law  of
Moses demanded right living, but under the system of grace, that is no
longer  required,  because  we  are  no  longer  under  any  law.  That
conclusion is the basis for much licentiousness that is practiced by the
religious world, and flies in the face of Paul’s statement that, “the law



of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of
sin and death” (Rom. 8:2). The “law of the Spirit of life” is the gospel.
It is by God’s law of grace that we are delivered from the guilt and
consequences of sin and pass from under its dominion. On page 133,
Whiteside further wrote,

To be in captivity under the law of sin is to be dead spiritually.
Hence, this law of sin in our members is also the law of death.
Freedom from that law is salvation. But the law of the Spirit of
life makes us free from the law of sin and death— that is, it is
that by which we are saved. In [Romans] chapter 1:16, Paul
tells us that the gospel is God’s power for saving people. We
conclude,  therefore,  that  the  law of  the  Spirit  of  life  is  the
gospel.  This  conclusion  harmonizes  with  Paul’s  line  of
reasoning. It would be absurd to think that Paul started in to
prove that the gospel is God’s power for saving people, and
then reached the conclusion that some other law saves us, or
frees us, from sin and spiritual death.

JERRY
Freedom from the law of the Mosaic dispensation does not mean we
are free from all law under the system of grace. Nor does God’s grace
permit Christians to continue living in sin. The fact that immediate
punishment  for  sin,  such  as  stoning  for  adultery  under  the  law of
Moses, is not part of the grace system under which we live does not
mean God has no law prohibiting adultery. That is made abundantly
clear in passages such as First Corinthians 6:9-10 and Galatians 5:19-
21. The grace of God teaches us to live, “soberly, righteously and godly
in this present world” (Titus 2:11-12), and a violation of that law of
grace will  bring eternal punishment.  God’s grace does not mean an
absence of law, or that He tolerates sin, and Christians cannot and
must not use their liberty in Christ as an occasion to the flesh.

Self indulgence, or pursuit of fleshly lusts, naturally excludes others.
That’s the contrast in verse 13 between using liberty to indulge oneself
and love of one’s neighbor. The self-centered person who indulges in



sin, saying, “God wants me to be happy”, is not one to consider the
needs of his neighbor. One of the first and fundamental precepts in
following Christ is self-denial. “And he said to them all, If any man
will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily,
and follow me” (Lk. 9:23). No man is a follower of Christ who has not
first denied his own will and said, “Lord, thy will be done.” Spiritual
egocentrism denies the welfare of others and seeks the good of self.
That’s  the  appeal  of  many  so-called  “Community  Churches”  which
pander to the “felt needs” of their members. The fun, games, concerts,
ski  trips,  dramas,  and  other  worldly  pursuits  provided  by  modern
religionists result from an inward focus and an emphasis upon getting
in religion.  Like Judas,  people  are asking,  “What will  ye  give me?”
instead of  following Him who looked outward to  fields  white  unto
harvest, and gave His all that we might live. This Judas egocentrism is
that which Paul opposes in verse 13 when he says, “...but by love serve
one another.”

The word “love” in verse 13 is the Greek, agape. This word indicates a
kind of love that rises  above emotional or filial attachment. This is
the highest form of love and is the kind God has for man. It is not to be
equated  with  “liking”  someone.  Jesus  said,  “For  God  so  loved  the
world that he gave his only begotten Son...” (Jn. 3:16). God certainly
did not like man in his sinful condition, but He loved man so much
that He was willing to give His Son to die for us. Agape is love that
springs from the will and seeks the highest good for others. It is the
kind of love that motivates one to provide necessities for those whom
he does not even know, and that is the kind of love that Paul enjoins
upon us all. With love motivating us, we ought to serve one another,
not esteeming ourselves above our fellow saints.

JIM
The law is fulfilled, says Paul in verse 14, by loving our neighbors as
ourselves. There are two words which describe man’s relationship to
both  God  and  his  fellow  man.  The  first,  “godliness,”  describes  his
relationship  to  God,  and the  second,  “righteousness,”  describes  his
relationship to man. A man who is godly is one who loves and respects
the sacred and all things relating to God. One who is righteous is one



who conducts  himself  in  right  dealings  with  others.  A  man who is
ungodly certainly cannot be trusted to treat his fellow man right. 

Godliness is the first requisite of the law, followed by righteousness.
This was taught by Jesus in answering the lawyer’s question: Master,
which is the great  commandment in the law? Jesus said unto him,
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul,  and  with  all  thy  mind.  This  is  the  first  and  greatest
commandment.  And the second is  like unto it,  Thou shalt  love thy
neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and
the prophets (Matt. 22:36-40).

JERRY
In his comments on Romans 1:18, R. L. Whiteside discusses this topic
and  points  out  the  difference  between  the  words  “godliness”  and
“righteousness.” He says,

Godliness is piety and reverence. A godly person is one who
has respect for God and sacred things. Ungodliness is impiety,
irreverence,  a  lack  of  respect  for  God  and  sacred  things.
Godliness is a right attitude toward God. Righteousness refers
more particularly to our right attitude toward our fellow men.
It  is  treating  our  fellow  men  right.  Unrighteousness  is  the
failure to  do right  toward our  fellow men (Commentary  on
Romans, p. 24).

When a person is godly—pious toward God—that piety and reverence
will issue in the fruit of righteousness which is right dealings with his
fellow man. When Paul says the law is fulfilled in the command, “Thou
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself,” he means that the one who so loves
his neighbor and treats him righteously has already fulfilled the first
commandment  of  Jesus  to  love  the  Lord  with  all  his  heart.  That
constitutes evidence of his godliness, for one who fulfills the law in
loving his neighbor will already be a lover of God.

JIM
On the heels of his injunction in the previous verse, Paul issues a stern



warning in verse 15. If they have no love for God, and, consequently,
for each other, they will continue in their wrangling over circumcision,
i.e.,  they  will  “bite  and devour  one another.”  For  a  people  of  such
vacillating  emotions  as  the  Galatians,  this  warning  was  absolutely
necessary. Doubtless, the Judaizers had aroused quick and emotional
responses among some of them which had resulted in recriminations
from both sides. Even among the faithful, this is a danger. Those who
love and defend the Truth must never stoop to such tactics. Attacking
persons  or  character  has  no  place  in  defense  of  the  Truth.  The
argumentum ad hominem is a poor defense of God’s Truth. Let those
who  teach  error  call  defenders  of  Truth  “unloving,”  “legalists,”
“spiteful,” and “hateful,” but in defending the Truth, always address
the doctrines of false teachers, not their persons. This only results in
biting and devouring each other until  each is  ultimately consumed.
Certainly, false teachers should be “cut off” as Paul desired of those
who troubled the Galatian churches, but that “cutting off” should be as
a  result  of  their  doctrines  to  keep  the  church  pure  from  error.
Character assassination has no place among defenders of the Truth.
Even  Paul  lamented  the  lost  condition  of  his  persecutors  when  he
wrote,  “Brethren, my heart’s  desire and prayer to God for Israel is,
that they might be saved” (Rom. 10:1) but he did not yield to their false
teaching among the Galatians. On the other hand, “speaking the truth
in love,” does not mean speaking the truth in such a way that it offends
no one. That simply cannot be done if one preaches the Truth, as Paul
noted in Galatians 4:16. To preach the truth in love is to preach it with
a love for the souls of men, and a supreme love for the gospel which is
God’s power to save lost souls. To do that is to fulfill the law, for there
is no higher love than action directed toward others to bring about
their eternal salvation.


