
TSD Online Class – Galatians - Lesson 12
Embracing The Law Abandons Freedom In Christ (5:1-12)

Summary And Conclusion (5:5-12)

JIM
Since we read Galatians 5:1-12 last week, we will not read it again, but
please turn to it in your Bible. We studied verses 1-4 last time and will
conclude this week with Galatians 5:5-12. The contrast between the
law and the gospel system of faith is continued in verse 5. It is not
through the law of Moses, but “through the Spirit” that we “wait for
the hope of righteousness by faith. “Through the Spirit” in this verse
means  through  the  faith  revealed  by  the  Spirit,  and  the  “hope  of
righteousness by faith” is not only forgiveness in this life through the
gospel, but the hope of eternal life to come. This, the law could never
bring. The “hope of righteousness” is the hope that comes through the
gospel,  which justification from sin involves, and it is that  “hope of
eternal life,  which God, that cannot lie,  promised before the world
began” (Tit.  1:2).  That  hope  comes  only  to  those  whose  sins  are
forgiven  and  who  are  conformed  to  the  image  of  Christ,  and  that
comes only through the gospel—not through the law of Moses.

Verse 6 is the conclusion and summary of all he has set forth about
the  gospel  system  of  faith  and  its  superiority  over  the  Mosaic
covenant.  Neither  circumcision  nor  uncircumcision  for  Jews  or
Gentiles  accounts  for  anything  in  our  standing  before  God  in  the
gospel  dispensation.  What  is  demanded  of  all  men  today  is  “faith
which worketh by love.” The key words in that phrase are “faith” and
“worketh”. As Abraham’s faith moved him to obey the voice of God, so
that is what God expects of men today. A faith which gives only mental
assent to God’s existence, but does not move a man to hear and obey
the gospel of Christ is a dead faith—whether he is a Jew or Gentile—
and James says a dead faith will not save (Jas. 2:20-24). Nor do works
of faith apart from love’s motivation save a man. Jesus said, “If a man
love  me,  he  will  keep  my  words”  (Jn.  14:23).  That  is  the  only
acceptable  motivation  for  doing  the  will  of  Christ.  A  perfunctory
performance of His commands is a lifeless, and loveless faith that is
worthless in the eyes of God. The first and greatest commandment to



Israel was, “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord: and thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul,
and  with  all  thy  might”  (Deut.  6:4-5) and  from  that  precept  still
springs all acceptable service to God. Any duties performed or worship
offered that are not motivated by love for God are not accepted by
Him.

JERRY
Verses 7-12.
Using the figure of a race, as he did in the Hebrews letter (Heb. 12:1),
the  apostle  reminds  them  that  they  began  to  “run  well,”  but  had
faltered in their course. Then he puts this question to them: “Who did
hinder  you  that  ye  should  not  obey  the  truth?”  Having  become
Christians, they had an obligation to continue on that course, walking
in the light of the gospel (1 Jn. 1:6-7). Obedience to the gospel is not a
monolithic  act.  In  the  same figure  of  an  athletic  contest,  Paul  told
Timothy  that,  “...if  a  man also  strive  for  masteries,  yet  is  he  not
crowned, except he strive lawfully” (2 Tim. 2:5). The Christian life is a
constant race, and a continual struggle against false doctrines which
lead away from God.  That  was the message  of  Paul  and Barnabas,
confirming the souls of the disciples on their return from their first
preaching tour—“...we must through much tribulation enter into the
kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22). Jesus said the same thing when he used
an agricultural figure to describe discipleship. “No man, having put
his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God”
(Lk. 9:62). Neither did Paul consider himself to have “arrived” at any
point in his service to Christ. He told the Philippians that, “I count not
myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those
things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which
are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of
God in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:13-14). Not until he faced certain death at
the hands of the Romans could Paul confidently affirm that,  “...the
time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have
finished my course, I have kept the faith” (2 Tim. 4:6-7). One cannot
begin to “run well” and reach heaven at last without continuing to run
well by living each moment of each day in obedience to the gospel.



Verse 8 is a gentle reminder that they who would have plucked out
their eyes for him have now changed, while he and his message have
remained  constant.  “Him  that  calleth  you”  is  a  reference  to  his
preaching among them—his calling them into Christ by the gospel—
and the proofs of his apostleship he had demonstrated to them. “This
persuasion” that  they had to  add circumcision from the law to the
requirements of the gospel for salvation did not come from him. His
message had not changed, nor was it he who hindered them in obeying
the truth. They had changed, at the persuasion of Judaizing teachers
who subverted their souls.

JIM
It  takes  very  little  leaven  to  influence  a  lump  of  dough—the  truth
stated in verse 9. Leaven is figuratively used in the Scriptures for both
good and evil influence. Jesus warned His disciples to, “Take heed and
beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees” (Matt.
16:6) but they misunderstood His warning, believing He spoke of their
lack of physical bread. When He reminded them of the feeding of the
five thousand and the seven thousand with the loaves and fishes, they
then understood  that,  “he  bade  them not  beware  of  the  leaven of
bread, but of the  doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees”
(Matt.  16:12). In  this  case,  Jesus  used  leaven  to  describe  false
teaching. In another instance, He used it to describe good influence.
“The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took,
and  hid  in  three  measures  of  meal,  till  the  whole  was  leavened”
(Matt.  13:33).  Paul’s  point in verse 9 is  that  any influence—in this
case, evil influence—can and will affect the whole lump. Leaven cannot
be isolated in a tiny part of a lump of dough. It begins small, works
quietly inside the lump, and influences all of it. So is the work of false
teachers  in  the  church.  No  false  teacher  ever  walked  into  a
congregation, announcing he was such, or his intent to lead the church
away  from  the  truth.  Without  exception,  false  teachers  are  always
deceptive. Jesus described them as “wolves in sheep’s clothing” (Matt.
7:15). They enter the church quietly and deceptively, and work their
evil  under  cover  of  darkness.  Like  Judas,  they  slink  through  the
darkened streets and alleys of deception to betray the Lord and lead
men away from Him. This was precisely the case among the churches



of Galatia.

I have no doubt that the Judaizing teachers were “kind and loving” in
their  approach  to  the  Galatians.  They  didn’t  come  into  the  region
deprecating Paul’s teaching and calling him a liar—at the first. Perhaps
they  began,  as  the  serpent  began  his  temptation  of  Eve,  by
questioning. “Yea,  hath Paul said...?” Then perhaps they continued,
“Well, you know Paul is not a real apostle. We are from Judea, and we
know the real ones. In fact, we have studied under them, and that is
probably where Paul also got his teaching. Paul is a good person and
we love him, but he did not learn what we have learned.” While this
scenario is hypothetical, it really does not differ much from the tactics
of false teachers today. Most of them come into the church with their
“higher learning” and “new insights”  which have been hidden from
Christians for centuries and bring “new enlightenment” in the form of
old heresies in new clothes. One such false teacher in our day has said
he believes that, in the providence of God, the time has come for the
church to be taught the Truth about the Holy Spirit—as though God
has hidden that Truth from us for centuries. What arrogance! That is
the reason Paul told Titus that an elder must be one who is, “holding
fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by
sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers” (Tit.
1:9). In fact, in the very next verse Paul pinpointed the source of the
“gainsaying” of which he spoke. “For there are many unruly and vain
talkers and deceivers, specially they of the circumcision” (Tit. 1:10).
Indeed, “a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump!”

JERRY
Paul’s confidence in the Galatian brethren is expressed in verse 10.
This  is  a  gentle  technique  of  persuasion,  though  not  a  flattering
untruth.  The  inspired  apostle  never  used  flattery,  or  other
questionable techniques to persuade men. His message was the Truth
of the gospel, even though it made enemies of some men (Gal. 4:16).
There  was  no  watering  down  of,  or  compromise  in,  his  preaching.
Those were and are the tactics of false teachers.  Paul preached the
Truth in love for the souls of men, and in supreme love of the Truth of
God itself (Eph. 4:15). He knew these brethren well, and expressed his



confidence that  they would heed and accept  his  well  reasoned and
inspired teaching in this letter. He then notes that “he that troubleth
you”—the  Judaizers—“shall  bear  his  own  judgment,”  and  adds,
“whosoever he be.”  “Whosoever”  those false  teachers claimed to be
made no difference to Paul, or to God. They would be judged by the
same standard as the rest of the world—the word of Christ (Jn. 12:48).

The logical answer to Paul’s question in verse 11 is that he would not
still  be  suffering  persecution  from  the  Jews  if  he  preached
circumcision as the Judaizers claimed. He said,  And I, brethren, if I
yet preach circumcision, why do I yet suffer persecution? then is the
offence of the cross ceased. The Jews instigated most, if not all, of the
persecutions against Paul in Gentile lands. At Corinth, they brought
him before Gallio,  saying,  “This fellow persuadeth men to worship
God contrary  to  the  law”  (Acts  18:13). That  was  the  same charge
made  in  Galatia—that  Paul  failed  to  require  circumcision  of  the
Gentiles. In his commentary on Galatians, David Lipscomb wrote,

“Many  think  that  these  false  teachers  had  accused  Paul  of
inconsistency in circumcising Timothy and not forbidding the
Jews to circumcise their children, so that he taught one way
with the Jews,  another  with  the Gentiles,  seeking to  please
both” (p. 261).

Now,  Paul  asks,  “If  I  am preaching  circumcision,  as  the  Judaizers
claim, why are they still persecuting me?” If he preached the message
they wanted him to preach, they would have ceased their persecution
of him. The world loves its own, and will not oppose those who stand
with it.  “If  the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it
hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would love his own; but
because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the
world,  therefore  the  world  hateth  you”  (Jn.  15:18-19).  Of  Abel’s
murder at the hands of Cain, John asked,  “And wherefore slew he
him?  Because  his  works  were  evil,  and  his  brother’s  righteous.
Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you” (1 Jn. 3:12-13). The
world’s opposition to men ceases when those men cease to preach and



practice the Truth. That has always been the case, and that was the
case with Paul. Had he preached circumcision, as the false teachers
alleged, they would not have opposed him, for the offense of the cross
—a stumblingblock to the Jews (1 Cor. 1:23)—would have ceased and
they would have had no reason to oppose his preaching.

JIM
His statement in verse 12 is  closely  connected with his  question in
verse  11.  The  words  “cut  off”  in  this  verse  are  from  the  Greek
apokopto, which Strong defines as, “to amputate; reflex. (by irony) to
mutilate (the privy parts): cut off” (p. 14). The root words from which
this  one  is  derived  are  apo,  meaning  “off”  or  “away”,  and  kopto,
meaning,  “to  ‘chop’;  spec.  to  beat  the  breast  in  grief:—cut  down,
lament, mourn, (be) wail” (14, 43). This strong figure of wishing the
mutilation  of  the  Judaizers  is  a  hyperbole.  Paul  does  not  wish the
physical mutilation of the Judaizers, but uses this term to indicate his
desire that they be cut off from their ability to influence the Galatians.
It may also refer to his desire that they be cut off from fellowship with
the churches which they disturbed. That is almost the same kind of
language he employed in directing the Corinthians to disfellowship the
fornicator  in  their  midst,  including  the  figure  of  leaven  as  an  evil
influence in the church. In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when
ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord
Jesus Christ, to deliver such a one unto Satan for the destruction of
the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of our Lord Jesus.
Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth
the whole lump? Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a
new lump, as ye are unleavened (1 Cor. 5:4-7). To the Galatians then,
Paul basically says, “I would that the only type of circumcision you
practice is that of circumcising those false teachers who trouble you by
cutting them off from the churches which they disturb, thus purging
yourselves of their evil leaven.”


