
TSD Online Bible Class – Lesson 8
Living Faithfully and Obediently

Welcome back to another TSD bible class. We hope you are learning a lot from
our efforts to bring you the truth of God's word. So far we have studied the five

principles that lead one to salvation. We have studied hearing. Believing,
Repenting, Confessing And being Baptized all of which lead to you being saved

and added to the Lord's church. It is now that the new Christian asks the
question What Now? Is that all there is? And contrary to popular teachings these

days there is plenty left to do. This is where we start tonight answering the
question What Now?

Now that you are a Christian, what is there to do? Some say, “Well, I followed
the plan laid out in Scripture, so now I am safe, and all is good, and I have
nothing else to do.” This could not be farther from the truth! Now is when the
work really begins: living a faithful life that is obedient, and that maintains the
salvation you have received; this is a full time job in itself. You can't go back to
your old ways and expect to stay saved. The people who believe in the false
doctrine of once saved, always saved, have been fooled by the deceiver, Satan,
just as Eve was fooled in the garden.

The word “Christian” means that you are now one who belongs to Christ. You
have been added to His kingdom, and are now a servant of righteousness. There
are now certain things that the Lord requires of you. Think of it like this: ask
anyone who has served in the military what happened when he was in boot
camp. He will tell you that one is conditioned, or broken down, and rebuilt into
the type of person that the military needs, in order to fill the purpose of
defending this country. One is NOT the same person that he was when he
enlisted. It is much the same for the Christian. You have become a soldier in the
army of God. You first need to give up the sinful things in life, such as swearing,
drinking, etc. Christians are expected to be a good soldiers, as Paul explained to
Timothy in Second Timothy 2:3-4: “Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good
soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth entangleth himself with the
affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a
soldier.”

Paul tells us that we are to arm ourselves with God's armor. (Eph. 6:10-13) 
“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. [11]
Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles
of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, 
against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole



armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having 
done all, to stand” (Eph. 6:10-13).

From these verses we get a picture of what being a Christian is all about. (Eph. 
2:19-22) “Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow
citizens with the saints, and of the household of God; and are built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
cornerstone; In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto a 
holy temple in the Lord; In whom ye also are builded together for a habitation 
of God through the Spirit” .

Jerry

“Now let us consider some of the duties and obligations of, Christian citizenship.
In the realm of divine government and elsewhere privileges are always 
accompanied by an equal amount of responsibility. Jesus recognized this 
principle when he instructed his apostles, "Freely ye have received, freely give" 
(Matthew 10:8.) The duties of Christian citizenship may be summarized under 
one general heading - obey the king. Since we are the subjects of Christ, it
behooves us to be loyal to him. He has all authority in heaven and earth, has 
every right to expect us to honor his authority. He is "the author of eternal 
salvation to all them that obey him." (Hebrews 5:8, 9.) To obey Christ is to
obey the law of Christ and his apostles as given in the New Testament. "If you 
love me, keep my commandments." (John 14:15;) “Ye are my friends, if ye do 
whatsoever I command you" (John 15:14). It is our duty as Christians to exercise 
the privileges of Christian citizenship to enjoy to the fullest all the blessings that 
are rightfully ours as children of God. It is our responsibility to support
wholeheartedly the program of the congregation of which we are members. 
Some of the duties of Christian citizenship 
are:
1. Prayer. "Be instant in prayer," our Lord instructs. "Pray without ceasing," is 
the admonition of the Holy Spirit. There are some things that many members 
feel they cannot do, but surely all can see to it that the program of the church is 
supported by their prayers. "More things are wrought by prayer than this world
dreams of..." (Tennyson.)

2. Attendance of the services of the church.
This is absolutely indispensable to fruitful labor, fervent service and faithful 
discipleship. The services of the church are ordained, not for God's benefit, but 
for the welfare and prosperity of our souls. It is utterly impossible for able-
bodied church members to habitually absent themselves from the services of the 
church and maintain their loyalty to Christ. Those who think they can do so are 



self deceived. Those who miss the worship assemblies violate these plain 
statements of Scripture: (a) to observe the Lord's supper (1 Cor. 11:23-25); (b) to 
give of their means (1 Cor. 16:1-2). They do not understand the nature and
purpose of Christianity, and unless they repent of their lukewarmness, 
indifference and indolence they will be eternally lost.

3. Righteous living. "For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath 
appeared to all men teaching us that, deriving ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world." (Titus 2:11, 
12.) The sinless Christ is our example and when we become his disciples we 
pledge ourselves to walk in his steps. (I Peter 2:21-25.) Christians are the light of 
the world, the salt of the earth, living and walking Bibles that are read of all men.
(Matthew 5:13, 14; 2 Corinthians 3:2, 3.) If we live in flagrant violation of the 
great moral principles of the gospel we not only destroy our own influence and
condemn our own souls, but we give thoughtless men an excuse to attack the
religion of Christ. Let your light shine, Do not reflect on your Savior by sordid
living,  but  live  in  harmony  with  the  doctrine  of  Christ  that  you  may  be  a
reflection and radiation of the light of the cross.

Jim

 Jerry Next would come Personal evangelism. "Go, ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature..." (Mark 16:15.) It is the duty of every 
Christian to preach the gospel to the very best of his ability - and every Christian 
has some ability to teach. If one cannot speak publicly, he can teach privately. If 
one cannot speak at all, he can write. If one can neither speak nor write, he can 
preach an eloquent and effective sermon by living the gospel. It is fine to have a 
good sound preacher but remember that no one can be hired to do your work. 
Regardless of how many preachers a congregation may have you are not relieved
of your responsibility to preach and teach. It is the obligation of every Christian 
to visit the sick, call on negligent members, help the weak, comfort the 
sorrowful, and help restore the fallen. (Galatians 6:1.) teaches “Brethren, if a 
man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the 
spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted."  What 
Christian cannot distribute tracts and literature, write letters, send postal cards, 
make telephone calls? Remember (Galatians 6:9, 10.) “And let us not be weary in
well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. As we have therefore 
opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the 
household of faith."

Faith, devotion, sacrifice are also on the list. "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be



ye steadfast, unmovable always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as
ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord." (I Corinthians 15:58.) We 
can give sacrificially of our time, talents and material resources to, the 
advancement of the Lord's cause. Cast your bread upon the waters and it will 
return with interest. We will have no trouble in fulfilling our obligations as
Christians if we will obey the admonition of our Savior in Matthew 6:33: "But 
seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things 
shall be added unto you."

Jerry

It is not an easy task to remain a faithful Christian. In fact, it is a daily struggle. 
The apostle Peter wrote, however, that we have been equipped with all we need:
(2 Pet. 1:4-11) “According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that
pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called 
us to glory and virtue: And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith 
virtue; and to virtue knowledge; And to knowledge temperance; and to 
temperance patience; and to patience godliness; And to godliness brotherly 
kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. For if these things be in you, and
abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh these things is blind, 
and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old 
sins. Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and 
election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: [11] For so an 
entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ”.

A Christian is courageous. It takes much courage to be a Christian. Paul was in 
prison, about to die. He wrote to Timothy to encourage him. Do not permit what 
happened to Paul to discourage Christians. 2 Timothy 4:6-8, “For I am now 
ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a 
good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is 
laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his 
appearing.” The foe will ever attempt to find us on a bad day. “Wherefore take 
unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil 
day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore. . .” (Eph. 6:13- 14). One 
cannot stand for something without standing against something else!
Galatians 2:20: “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of 
the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.” 



Jim Close


