
Online Bible Class 

The First Principles (Part 7) - Baptism Essential 

Welcome back to another TSD online Bible class. We thank you for your 
attendance and hope you are learning much from our efforts. Remember you 
can also view these classes on our website at jfmiller.com/onlineclass simply 
click the video tab to be taken to the page. Jerry anything you would like to ad 
before we start?

Jim

Last week we left off explaining confession. So to this point we have discussed 
hearing the word, believing the word, repenting of sins and confession of Christ 
as the Son of God. There is still yet another commandment that Must let me 
emphasize Must be obeyed before one is Scriptural converted and added to the 
church. Baptism is necessary for the remission of sins. To be truly converted, 
one must obey this commandment to be baptized. Baptism is what changes ones 
spiritual state. Believing that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and changing the 
heart's affections does not save a person; he is still a sinner until he is baptized 
for the forgiveness of sins. God has no where in the New Testament stated that 
ones belief alone saves him. One can repent, change his mind and stop living a 
sinful life, but a change of conduct does not forgive ones sin. It is only in the act 
of baptism that Christ forgives those sins. It is through baptism that sins are 
taken away; only obedience to this command, by the grace of God through the 
blood of Christ are ones sins blotted out. Baptism into Christ “washes away” our 
sins. Baptism then changes ones state from a sinner, to a saint.

Unfortunately there are still some people who seek to misrepresent and out right
lie about what the Bible plainly teaches. They seek to persuade those whom they 
teach that it is faith, alone, that saves, and that baptism is merely an “outward 
sign of inward change.” No, friends, it is the obedience that takes away the sins, 
and ones sins are not forgiven until he does obey, so forgiveness does not 
proceed baptism.

Being baptized, one is transformed from a state of guilt, to a state of justification.
Peter said, “...repent ye and be baptized everyone of you in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38). Here, Peter makes clear that baptism 
transforms a man from one state, in which he is guilty of sin, to another state, in 
which his sins are forgiven. Peter said baptism is “for the remission of
sins...” Those who deny what Peter said do so because they do not understand it;



they do not truly believe that it is in the act of baptism that one changes from
being outside of Christ, to being in Christ.

Jerry

Next, let us notice Paul's teaching: “Or are ye ignorant that all we who were
baptized into Christ were baptized into his death?” (Rom. 6:3). What Paul
declared is that we are baptized into Christ. If this is true, then those who are not
baptized remain outside Christ. We can clearly know, therefore, that baptism
changes ones position from being outside of Christ, to being in Christ, where
there is forgiveness of sins. Ephesians 1:7 says the blood of Christ is the means of
forgiveness of sin, and that forgiveness is only in Christ. The silly charge that we 
believe in “water salvation” is simply untrue. The water of baptism does not 
forgive sins. The blood of Christ does, but one cannot receive the benefits of His 
blood unless (and until) he is baptized into Christ where His blood cleanses.

True conversion is accomplished by having affections changed by believing that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God; through repenting of ones sins, by which ones 
conduct is changed; through confession of faith in Christ; and, thorough water 
baptism for the remission of sin, by which one's state is changed (Col. 1:13).

There are many preachers in our world today who teach that baptism is not 
essential to salvation! Over and over you hear denominational preachers affirm 
in public debate that one does not have to submit to baptism to be saved. The 
attitude these men take toward the subject of baptism constantly amazes me. 
They are teaching people that it is not necessary to do what the Lord 
commanded. 

So the question now should be asked is baptism essential to salvation?

Lets look at the commands Christ gave in his word. When you ask most people 
in the denominations what do you have to do to be saved most will say that they 
believe in salvation by faith alone. (But this is not the case.) After reading James 
2:24, Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.

No one will ever be saved by anything alone. One must have faith, but he must 
also repent as we learned last week in (Luke 13:3,5), he must confess his faith in 
Christ as we pointed out in our last lesson (Matt. 10:32) and be baptized (Mark 
16:16). Each one of these commands is an act of obedience that Christ, gave us to
do. One must obey all of these commands. You can't remove one or more of 
them to suit how you want belief. Yet many seem to take baptism out of the plan 
of salvation.  You can not take away repentance! You can't remove confession of 



one's faith! You cannot remove any of these commands, including baptism!

Jim

Jerry lets look at what the Bible says concerning baptism. First of all, when 
Christ gave the Great Commission he said, "Go into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature. He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he 
who does not believe will be condemned" (Mk. 16:15-16). Jesus is teaching that 
the one who believes and is baptized will be saved! In I Peter 3:21 we are also 
taught that, "The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not 
the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience 
toward God,) baptism "doth also now save us. " Jerry believe it or not I once 
heard a denominational preacher say that "baptism doth also not save us." So 
who are we to believe God or man? Do we Jesus and his apostles such as (Peter) 
or a denominational preacher? As for me I am going to believe the Lord! The 
Bible plainly declares that baptism will save, and one cannot be saved without it!

The book of Acts is filled with examples of how people became Christians! In 
Acts 2 we read Peter's sermon and when asked what must be done to be saved, 
he answered, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" 
(Acts 2:38). We read that this is exactly what the Jews did (v. 41), and the result 
was salvation (v. 47). In Acts 8, we read of Philip and the Samaritans. Philip 
preached Christ (Acts 8:5), and in so doing he preached what Christ taught, for 
the Samaritans "believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the 
kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were 
baptized" (Acts 8:12). Lets look at Acts 16, Paul and Silas were in prison for 
preaching the gospel. There was an earthquake and as a result, the doors of the 
prison were opened. The jailor was about to kill himself, but Paul stopped him. 
He then asked what he must do to be saved! Paul's answer was simple, "Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household" (Acts 
16:31). Many people simply stop reading their Bibles at this point. Jerry tell us 
why they are wrong to do so.

Jerry

 If you believe that the jailor was saved at that point., (v. 31), then the context 
demands that he was saved without hearing God's word (v. 32). If he was saved 
without hearing the word of God, then he was saved without faith, for "faith 
comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Rom. 10:17). When one 
reads the entire context, he will find that the jailor did hear the word of the Lord,



was baptized the same hour of the night (v. 33), and "rejoiced, having believed in
God with all his household" (v. 34). The jailor was referred to as a believer only 
after he had been baptized. There is no way you can honestly explain away 
Baptism. Baptism is indeed essential for salvation. Surely you will not let this 
simple act of obedience stand between you and the forgiveness of sins. The Bible 
teaches us that those who do not obey the gospel will be punished (2 Thess. 1:7-
9). And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be 
revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance 
on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of 
the Lord, and from the glory of his power;

Jim

The question must be asked who is in need of baptism - the sinner or the saved? 
To find the proper answer to that question, simply lay aside any pre-conceived 
ideas which you might have, turn away from the doctrines and teachings of men,
and sit down with your Bible and see what purposes are ascribed to baptism. 
When you do this, I think the answer will be clear and simplicity can be restored 
to Mark 16:16 which says, "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved: but 
he that believeth not shall be damned. " Where did Jesus place salvation? Before 
or after baptism? Again I ask is baptism then for the saved or sinner? 


