
The First Principles (Part 6)
Conversion

Jim
Last week we looked at sin as part of the first principles; now we want to look
at what must be done about it. This can best be called conversion.

There are things we can do to escape sin and its consequences. God Has made a
way for this and has done His part. There are two sides to conversion/salvation:
a divine side, and a human side. Let us look at the divine side first:

God has already done all that is necessary to make salvation available to all.
1. God gave us His Son. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life” (Jn. 3:16)
2. God has bestowed His grace upon us. Paul told Titus, “For the grace of
God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men” (Tit. 2:11). God has
bestowed His divine favor upon men, making salvation possible.
3. Christ did His part in the shedding of His blood, “In whom we have
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sin, according to the
riches of his grace” (Eph. 1:7). It was God’s love for man that He sent His
son to die for sinners. “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that,
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8).
4. Revealed truth was given via the Holy Spirit. Paul said, “How that by
revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few
words; whereby when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the
mystery of Christ) as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and
prophets by the spirit (Eph. 3:3-5). The Hebrew writer tells us that “God
hath spoken unto us by his Son....” (Heb. 1:1-2); so we need to listen.

There is the divine side, as laid out in the Scriptures; so, what we must do?

Jerry
Most people profess to be religious in some form or another, but their concept of
conversion is not that which the Bible prescribes. Nonetheless, they believe that
they believe that they have been converted according to Scriptural requirements.
They fail to see that Bible conversion is quite different than what many people



assume it to be. Bible conversion is the process by which one ceases to be a
sinner, guilty of his sin, and by which, having received the forgiveness of sins, is
added to the church. True conversion is necessary to go to heaven. One who is
not converted in the way the Bible teaches is not converted at all.

In Acts 3:19, Peter said, “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins
may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence
of the Lord...” Another statement, teaching the same thing, is recorded in Acts
2:38, when Peter, the very same spokesman, commanded the Jews to “...repent,
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission
of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” So we see that Bible
conversion consists of obedience to certain commandments, and this conversion
is essential to receiving salvation.

One of the commands all individuals must obey to receive the remission of sins,
in order to be converted, is the command to believe that Jesus Christ is the Son
of God. Many passages in the New Testament emphasize this necessity. Almost
everyone will tell you that one must be a believer in order to be converted. In
John 8:24, Jesus said, “I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins:
for except ye believe that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.” John, when stating
his purpose in writing the Gospel that bears his name, said that belief is
necessary to eternal life. He said, “Many other signs therefore did Jesus in the
presence of the disciples which are not written in this book; but these are
written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that
believing ye may have life in his name” (Jn. 20:30, 31). Belief, therefore, is
essential in one’s conversion. You cannot be changed in harmony with the
Scriptures unless you are a believer.
Jesus said, “For if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins...” (Jn.
8:24). Some teach that man is saved by faith alone, but the New Testament does
not teach that faith, or anything else by itself, will save us. James said, “Ye see
then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only” (Jas. 2:24).
Man cannot please God without faith (Heb. 11:6).

Jim
We know from close attention to scripture also Jerry that it takes more than 
faith/belief for true conversion, what else is necessary

Change of heart is not enough. There are other commandments that must be
followed by the unbeliever for conversion/salvation to take place. For one to be
converted, Scripturally, he must be more than just a believer. It is not enough to



change only the affections of the heart.

Another change is logically implied, and divinely commanded following one’s 
belief. All men are commanded to repent of their sins. In Luke 13:3, Jesus said, 
“I tell you, Nay; but except ye repent, ye shall all in like manner perish.” We can 
clearly see that it is a matter of “repent or perish.” Peter commanded a group of 
believing Jews who were present on the day of Pentecost to “repent ye and be 
baptized everyone of you in the name of Jesus Christ, unto the remission of sins” (Acts 
2:38). 

We can see they had to comply (repent) in order to receive the forgiveness of 
their sins. Jesus connected repentance with the remission of sins in the “Great
Commission.” Before He ascended back to the Father, Jesus said, “Thus it is
written, that the Christ should suffer, and rise again from the dead the third day; and 
that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name unto all the 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem” (Lk. 24:46-47). 

Now we can see that the Scriptures teach that repentance is also a commanded 
necessary to be converted to Christ. “And the times of this ignorance God winked at; 
but now commandeth all men everywhere to repent” (Acts 17:30). An example of
repentance can be found in Matthew 21:28-31. In regard to working, one boy
said, “I will not: but afterward he repented, and went.” What did he do when he
repented? He changed his mind. Repentance, therefore, is a change of one’s
mind that results in a change of action or life.

Jerry
The Bible clearly reveals that it is necessary for us to comply with another
commandment: Confession. One must confess that he believes that Jesus Christ
is the Son of God: “Everyone therefore who shall confess me before men, him will I 
also confess before my Father who is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before 
men, him will I also deny before my Father who is in heaven” (Mt. 10:32-33)
Paul taught in In Romans 10:9-10 that one makes confession of his faith in
Christ before his baptism, explaining that this confession has the same purpose
as repentance, faith and baptism, which is that it is “unto,”" or “for” the
remission of sins. Paul wrote that confession is “unto salvation.” The passage
reads as follows: “Because if thou shalt confess with they mouth Jesus as Lord, and 
shall believe in the heart that God raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved; for 
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is
made unto salvation” (Rom. 10:9-10). Another clear example is that of the 
Ethiopian eunuch. After Philip taught him, and they came to a certain body of 



water, the eunuch wanted to be baptized. He asked Philip what hindered him 
from being baptized. Philip replied, “...if thou believest thou mayest,” and “...he 
answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God” (Acts 8:36-37). He 
confessed his faith in Christ. Confession is a commandment to be obeyed after 
one believes and repents, and prior to ones baptism for the remission of sins.

Jim

Next week we will look at the most crucial part of conversion and that is baptism
the whole class will deal with the part because so many today want to ignore its 
importance. Till next we may God bless and keep you.


