
The First Principles (Part 5)
Sin

Jim
last week we concluded our examination of the message. This week, let's look
at sin, which is that which separates man from God. We are not going to go all
the way back to Adam and Eve; we all know how sin got started. We also know,
from the Scriptures, that all have sinned from that time forward. There has only
been One to ever live without committing any sin, and that was Christ Jesus, our
Lord.

Sin: Missing The Mark.

Some consider sin to be a violation of society's ethics, or a violation of one's
personal ethics, or even the violation of the rules of one's parents. Although sin
may encompass one or more of those aspects, it is the violation of the word of
God. John wrote, "Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for
sin is the transgression of the law" (1 Jn. 3:4).1 Notice, also, that the violation of
one's conscience is sin (Rom. 14:23;  Jas. 4:17 Therefore to him that knoweth to 
do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.), because that, also, violates God's
word, which demands that we maintain a pure conscience.

A most horrible fate awaits those who do not obey the Gospel of Christ. The only
true way to escape an eternity in hell is to learn what is expected of us to be
forgiven of the sins that so easily beset us. So we want us to understand sin, so 
we may properly deal with it, and avoid meeting an everlasting fate of 
damnation. Jerry I am sure you can add to this....

Jerry
The Scriptures are full of encouragement. This is meant to help us serve God and
live as He would have us to live. We are promised grand and marvelous rewards
for remaining faithful to the end. However, just as often in God's word, we are
warned of the consequences for disobedience, which is sin. God paints a
terrifying picture of what happens to those who are lost in sin. This picture
shows suffering and anguish throughout eternity. Just read Luke's account of
the rich man and Lazarus, recorded in Luke 16:19:

There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared 
sumptuously every day: And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid 



at his gate, full of sores, And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich 
man's table: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. And it came to pass, that the 
beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also 
died, and was buried; And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth 
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried and said, Father Abraham, 
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and 
cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. But Abraham said, Son, remember that
thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now
he is comforted, and thou art tormented. And beside all this, between us and you there is
a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can 
they pass to us,that would come from thence. Jim why don't explain to our viewers what 
Paul had to say.......

Jim
The apostle Paul wrote to Timothy that the love of material wealth causes one to
sin. He wrote in First Timothy of the dangers of riches, saying 6:6-10 But 
godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into this 
world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and 
raiment let us be therewith content. But they that will be rich fall into 
temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown 
men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is the root of all evil: 
which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced 
themselves through with many sorrows.,  Note here it is not the money but love 
of it that causes sin. The world in which we live measures one's success by the 
material possessions he can attain, and one's prominence by how much effort 
they give to its accumulation. Such an attitude pressures others to do the same, 
and they are lured into thinking that obtaining material possessions must come 
first in their life. This means putting God and his work behind obtaining 
material possessions. God tells us that if we have food and raiment we should be 
content (1 Tim. 6:8). How often has the love of obtaining more material 
possessions caused one to love God less, failing to put Him first (Mt. 6:33), thus 
falling into sin.

We sin because we lack love for God. Jesus said in John 14:15, "If ye love me,
keep my commandments." He also said He came to do the will of His Father, so
that whatever He commands or reveals to us, we must do. The revealed will of
God becomes the law for us to follow and obey. If we truly love someone, we will
do all we possibly can to please that individual. If we love the Lord with all our
soul, mind and strength, we will obey whatever he says. If he tells us not to



commit adultery, not to steal, not to lie, etc., then we will diligently strive to obey
God. We will try to keep ourselves out of situations that would tempt us to sin. A
lack of  love for God in our lives causes us to sin.

Jerry
In the third chapter of Romans, beginning with verse ten, several terrible things
are quoted from Psalms as happening because, he says, "There is no fear of God
before their eyes" (v. 18). The word "fear," as used in the Bible, usually has one
of two meanings. Sometimes it is used in the sense of reverence, while other
times it is used to mean the dread of an action that one may possibly suffer. Both
cases are true concerning why we sin. Many sin, today, because they have no
respect for God and his word, which is the Bible. They lack respect, for they are
unwilling to let Him guide their lives. Their lack of respect for his word may be
seen in their open disobedience against that which they know God commands.
Others fail to fear because of the teaching of humanists, designed to promote
atheist philosophy. These have no fear of any "everlasting punishment" of God
following death, and on the day of judgment. With such fears removed, the flood
gate is open for people to live as they please, destroying any barriers that might
prevent one from seeking to live according to the flesh – a life of sin.
A child learns early that if he is not immediately punished for an act, he may
continue to repeat it. Not until later in life does he learn that not all punishment
is immediate. When we get caught up in a life of sin, we often revert to the
childish reasoning that, since God didn't punish me immediately, there will be
no punishment at all! In Ecclesiastes 8:11-13, we read the warning, "Because
sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of
the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil. Though a sinner do evil an
hundred times and his days be prolonged, yet surely I know it shall be well
with them that fear God, which fear before him: But it shall not be well with
the wicked." In the New Testament, the Lord tried to correct this type of
reasoning through the pen of Peter in First Peter 3:3-18. He says that the
longsuffering of God is salvation (v. 18), not slackness (v. 9). God will punish all
unforgiven sin in the day of judgment, and that punishment is eternal separation

from God in hell. Jim you want to end our class here?

Jim
Since God told us why people sin, let us strive to avoid those attitudes and
actions that would lead us into a life of sin. Rather, let us strive to obey His
commands, so that we may lead to a life of righteousness, and a reward of joy in



heaven in the hereafter. "Fear God And keep his commandments: for this is the
whole duty of man. For God will bring every work into judgment, with every
secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil" (Ecc. 12:13-14).


