
The First Principles (Part 4)
The Message

Jim Intro

Welcome back to another edition of TSD Online Bible class. As you know we 
record these classes so we ask you to please mute your mic's so no back ground 
noise disrupts the class. You will also find that we make these classes available 
on our FB page and website. 

You can find them at https://www.facebook.com/TSDOnlineBibleClass/ and the
website is at http://jfmiller.com/onlineclass/ 

So with that said lets get started with today's class

Last week we looked at the word of God, and we established that His word is
like an instruction manual for our lives. This week we will continue to look at 
this aspect of the first principles and study the message, itself.

From the very begging we see the hand of God working in all things. We see the
creation and how God placed Adam and Eve in the garden, giving them all they
needed. We see the fall of man, in which the serpent deceived man and sin
coming into the picture which separated man from the Creator. This is where the
“message” of Gods word begins. From that time, forward to today, the message
serves as our guide to get back to God, and back into the relationship He desires
for us to have with Him.

Far to often, when teaching or studying the first principles, I think we over look
the Old Testament. God, from the time man fell from grace, has had a plan to
redeem us. Though we are no longer under the law given to the Jews, it is
important to understand that even then, the plan of salvation was set in motion
and would be fulfilled in Christ. Through the prophecy of men chosen by God we
see the coming of our Savior. What love and mercy has been bestowed upon man
that God would plan to redeem us unto himself! Now we are not going to get into
a long study of the Old Testament and all the evidence given of this plan. I urge
you, however, to read it and learn just how much God loves us and cares for us.
As Christians, we, today, are under the New Covenant, or Testament, of Christ,
who fulfilled the prophecy of the Old testament. His life and teachings from that
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point forward guide men back to a right relationship with the Father. Through
the Apostles teachings, through the Holy Spirit, (2 Pet.1:3).“...according as his 
divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness,through 
the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue” 

JERRY

The message is known as the Gospel. Thayer defines the word “Gospel” in this
way: “...the glad tidings of the kingdom of God soon to be set up, and subsequently also 
of Jesus the Messiah, the founder of this kingdom. After the death of Christ, the term 
comprises also the preaching of (concerning) Jesus Christ as having suffered death on 
the cross to procure eternal salvation for the men in the kingdom of God, but as
restored to life and exalted to the right hand of God in heaven,thence to return in 
majesty to consummate the kingdom of God...the glad tidings of salvation through 
Christ...the proclamation of the grace of God manifest and pledged in Christ.”

The Message/Gospel teaches that people who accept the word are saved and
counted as children of God, and that all who gladly receive the word are added
by Christ to the church (Acts 2:41,47; 1 Jn. 3:1-3). We also learn that those who
do not obey the gospel will receive the fiery vengeance of God (2 Thes. 1:6-10).
We learn that this message is to be the whole counsel of God, and that it is to be
taught and preached to all, so that the “babes” in Christ may be edified and led
to observe all things that Christ has commanded (Mt. 28:18-20). Consider what
the faithful proclamation of the message does. It leads sinners to believe and
obey the basic first principles, and it leads to the proper training of these same
people to become elders, preachers, teachers, and other useful members of the
church. This teaching and preaching of the whole counsel of God is directly
related to our spiritual growth and strength. The world, through this message, is
to understand how to become members of the body (church), and thus they may
become fellow heirs and partakers of His promise in Christ by the gospel.

The basic facts of the gospel are the death, burial and resurrection of Christ, as 
Paul noted in First Corinthians 15:1-4: Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you 
the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and 
wherein ye stand; By which also you are saved, if ye keep in memory what I 
preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. For I delivered unto you 
first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the 
third day according to the scriptures.



However, do not get the idea that the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ is 
the total message. It isn't. The gospel comprises the whole of the New Testament
and is in other places termed, “the faith.” Paul said the brethren in Judea heard, 
“That he which persecuted us in times past now preacheth the faith which he 
once destroyed” (Gal. 1:23). What did Paul preach? He told the Corinthians he 
preached the gospel, so the gospel is “the faith.” Here's what Foy Wallace wrote 
concerning the gospel:

“Jesus Christ said, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature. He that believeth and is baptized ...shall be saved” (Mark 16:15-16). He 
that believeth—what? The Gospel. The idea that all one must believe in order to 
be baptized is the mere fact that Jesus is Christ did not originate with the 
Gospel. One may believe the fact that Jesus is Christ, and not believe the Gospel. 
“He that believeth [the Gospel] and is baptized, shall be saved.”

When a man believes that he is saved before he is baptized, he does not believe 
the Gospel, and he cannot be baptized, in any Scriptural, valid sense. When one 
is baptized into a denomination, knows that he is being baptized into one, no 
matter what he believes about baptism, it becomes an institutional act, a 
denominational baptism.” Jim.

JIM

The Message Started

In Acts 2:14, we read that “Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice
and declared to them” the gospel of Christ. We are then told that those who
heard this message were cut, or pricked, in their heart; we might call it
“convicted,” today. And, just as we should do when we hear this message, the
question was asked, “What shall we do?” Peter, in the message, goes on to
explain, “...repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins...” (Acts 2:38), and that “...they that gladly received his word 
were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand 
souls.” (Acts 2:41).

JERRY

Folks, you need to understand that the message that was given then, is the same
message that we are given, today, which we, also, are to deliver now, some two



thousand years later. This message will never change . We are not to add to it,
nor are we to take away from it. We read of the consequences if we do.
“And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall 
take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things 
which are written in this book” (Rev. 22:19).

At this point we can now see the importance of the message. It is the backbone
of our beliefs. It is, in fact, the only way to learn how to obtain salvation.
As was stated at the beginning of this series, we want to go a bit further than the
standard way of teaching these first principles. It is our hope that you are
enjoying (and, most of all, learning) from these Lessons. We want you to be able 
to teach these principle to others.

JIM

Friends this series is of lessons on the first principles is far from over, and we 
believe it is needed more today than any other time in history. Man has always 
strayed from the truth to seek his own, and today it is as bad – if not worse – 
than ever. We hope you will return to take part in our efforts to teach you the 
truth of God's word. Till next week may God bless and thank you for being here. 


