
TSD Online Class – Galatians- Lesson 2
Salutation (Gal. 1:1-5) Part 2

JIM
The Holy Spirit was not the earnest in the hearts of men in the first
century, except in a metonymical sense where the cause was put for
the effect. When Paul said God had “given the earnest of the Spirit in
our hearts,” he referred to that which the Spirit revealed, not the Spirit
himself.  Neither  is  the  Holy  Spirit  an  earnest  in  the  hearts  of
Christians  today.  Many  who  so  teach  contend  that  the  Spirit
constitutes  a  “down  payment”  or  “pledge”  from  God  of  eternal
salvation. But the full purchase price of anything is paid in the same
currency  as  the  down payment.  If  the  Holy  Spirit  is  the  pledge  or
earnest  of  salvation,  then God is  making his  down payment with a
currency  other  than that  which he  will  issue  as  the  balance  of  the
purchase. Besides, to say that God must make a “down-payment” on
salvation is  tantamount to saying we cannot trust  him to fulfill  his
pledge to us! When Paul said God had “given the earnest of the Spirit
in our hearts,” (1 Cor. 1:22), he distinguished between himself and the
Corinthians.  The  pronoun  “you”  in  this  passage  refers  to  the
Corinthians  and  the  pronouns  “us”  and  “our”  refer  to  Paul.  The
anointing  of  the  Holy  Spirit  was  Holy  Spirit  baptism  which  the
apostles  received.  He  made  the  same  distinction  in  the  Ephesian
epistle. In  whom  also  we  have  obtained  an  inheritance,  being
predestinated  according  to  the  purpose  of  him  who  worketh  all
things after the counsel  of  his  own will:  that  we should be to the
praise  of  his  glory,  who  first  trusted  in  Christ.  In  whom  ye  also
trusted,  after  that  ye heard the word of  truth,  the gospel  of  your
salvation: in whom also, after that ye believed, ye were sealed with
that Holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance
until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of
his glory (Eph. 1:11-14).  The Ephesians were sealed with the gift of
tongues and given the earnest of  prophecy when Paul laid hands on
them after they were baptized. (Acts 19:1-6). Paul explains the purpose
of the earnest and seal of the Spirit in the Ephesians in the following



statement: Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord
Jesus, and love unto all the saints, cease not to give thanks for you,
making mention of  you in my prayers;  that  the  God of  our Lord
Jesus Christ,  the Father of  glory,  may give unto you the spirit  of
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of  him: the eyes of  your
understanding being enlightened... (Eph. 1:15-18). The earnest of the
Spirit was revelation which came through Holy Spirit baptism and the
imparting of spiritual gifts by the apostles, and the seal of the Spirit
was the confirmation of that revelation. When gifts of revelation were
imparted  through  the  laying  on  of  the  apostles’  hands,  they  were
accompanied by miraculous powers for confirmation.

JERRY
The genuineness of the earnest of the Spirit, or the gospel that resided
in  inspired  men,  was  attested  to  by  the  Spirit’s  seal  of  “signs  and
wonders and divers miracles” upon them.  From the Greek sphragizo,
the word “seal” is defined as, “to stamp (with a signet or private mark)
for  security  or  preservation...to  keep  secret,  to  attest...  The  stamp
impressed (as a mark of privacy or genuineness), lit. or fig. : - seal.”
(Strong, 70). This seal or sign was a visible attestation of the authority
by which inspired men spoke. Those who claim this seal for Christians
today cannot produce any visible sign of it. The great seal of a state
attests to and confirms the genuineness of documents issued by the
state’s authority and is visible to all who read them. The seal of the
Spirit were the signs worked by inspired men of the first century and
visibly attested to their authority from God. The seal of the Spirit was
not  some invisible  thing placed upon them for  God’s  benefit.  Why
would God have to attest ownership of Christians to himself? Does he
not know them that are his without having some sort of mark placed
upon them? The visible seal of the earnest of the Spirit was what Paul
called  “the signs of an apostle.” (2 Cor. 12:12). That was the sign or
seal  of  his  apostleship.  Thus,  the  apostles  of  Christ  were  special
ambassadors sent by Christ to carry His message to the world. In so
doing,  He  endued  them  with  authority  to  speak  in  His  name  by
sending  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  them  (Acts  2:1-4)  and  giving  them
miraculous powers as credentials of their calling. The apostles were,
therefore,  special  representatives  of  Christ,  personally  called  and



commissioned  by  Him,  and  through  whom  the  word  of  God  was
revealed and preached in the world. Paul had the same authority and
credentials possessed by the other apostles (2 Cor. 12:12) and was not
inferior to them in any way (2 Cor. 11:5). Like the other apostles, he
was  an  “ambassador,”  a  “witness”  of  Christ,  an  “earthen  vessel”
containing the truth of God, and he could impart the “seal and earnest
of the Spirit.” Paul was an apostle in every sense described by these
terms. There has not been a living man to whom those terms applied
since the apostles walked the earth and, despite Catholic and Mormon
claims, the apostles of Jesus Christ had no successors. The apostolic
office which Paul and the others occupied was, and remains, unique.

JIM
That  Paul  had  not  companied  with  the  Lord  during  His  personal
ministry, and was therefore not an apostle, was probably one of the
objections lodged against him by false teachers. It’s true that Paul’s
conversion and call to the apostolic office came some time after the
establishment of the church in Acts two. H. Leo Boles notes that the
church was confined to Jerusalem for about the first three to five years
before the disciples were scattered upon the death of Stephen. Boles
writes,

In his commentary on the book of Acts, H. Leo Boles wrote, “...after
the martyrdom of Stephen, the persecuting spirit, which had already
so often attempted to silence the apostles, became more decided and
even unrelenting...It is probable that the events took place in A. D. 37;
this was the year in which Tiberius died and Caligula succeeded him”
(Boles, 122, 123). Thus, it was probably at least three years after the
church was established that Paul was called to be an apostle,  (Acts
26:14-18), but that  special call did not negate the authenticity of his
apostleship. That’s why he called himself, “one born out of due time,”
saying he was the “last” witness of Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 15:8). Though
his  call  was  special  and  unlike  that  of  the  original  twelve,  his
apostleship was nevertheless genuine and his inspired teaching was as
authoritative  as  any  other  of  the  apostles,  for  he  too  had seen the
Risen  Lord.  The  forceful  language  of  the  first  two  verses  of  the
Galatian epistle are designed to immediately negate the false charges



of Paul’s opponents that he was not a true apostle of Jesus Christ, but
had gained his knowledge of the gospel from human sources. Human
authority was not the source of Paul’s gospel—“not of men”—nor did
he receive it through the teaching of human agency—“neither by man.”
After naming himself as the writer of the letter, Paul includes others in
the salutation in verse two. Who these were is not known, but if the
Galatian  epistle  was  written  from  Corinth  in  57  or  58  A.D.,  as  is
supposed by Lipscomb and Shepherd (Lipscomb, 183) at least one of
those would probably have been Timothy.

Suffice it to say that Paul was in the company of faithful co-workers
and he subjoins their salutation to his. It is further noteworthy that
Paul does not address these churches as he does others in the New
Testament. Even the members of the Corinthian church with all their
corruption  were  addressed  as  “saints”  as  were  those  at  Ephesus,
Philippi, and Colossae. But the address in this letter is simply, “Unto
the churches of Galatia.”


