
TSD Online Class Lesson 18
Identifying The Church Today, No. 2

JIM

Our last lesson began a study of how the church that Jesus built may be 
identified and distinguished from the churches of men today. A careful look at 
New Testament teaching on the church will dispel falsehood and allow students 
to identify the church today. One way the church can be identified today is By 
Its Nomenclature, which means by the names and descriptions of it and 
its members in the New Testament. The church of the first century had no 
proper name. The term “the church of Christ” is a possessive term indicating 
ownership. When one speaks of “the farm of John Brown,” he isn’t naming the 
farm, but indicating who owns it. The same is true of the term “the church of 
Christ.” It is Christ’s church and its numerous local bodies were known as 
“churches of Christ” in the New Testament (Rom. 16:16 Salute one another with
an holy kiss. The churches of Christ salute you.). As Christ and the Father are 
One, it is also termed “the church of God” (1 Cor. 1:1-2Paul, called to be an 
apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother, 
Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in 
Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name 
of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:), (cf. John 17:10, 20-21).

Neither do members of the church of Christ denominate themselves into parties 
by their names. There were no hyphenated Christians in the first century, such 
as “Baptist-Christians,” “Methodist-Christians,” “Presbyterian-Christians,” or 
“Anglican-Christians.” The saved are simply Christians and wear this God-
given name without adding a denominational name to it. The name “Christian” 
is the name of individual members, not the church. This was the new name 
prophesied by Isaiah, and was given in fulfillment of his prophecy, in the 
precise order in Isaiah 62:1-2. “For Zion’s sake will I not hold my peace, and 
for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until the righteousness thereof go forth as 
brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth. And the Gentiles 
shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory: and thou shalt be called by 
a new name, which the mouth of the Lord shall name”

The fulfillment of this prophecy is found in Acts 10 and 11 in the New Testament.
The “righteousness” of Jerusalem and that which the Gentiles would see was the 
gospel which would be preached among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem 
(Luke 24:45-47 Then opened he their understanding, that they might 
understand the scriptures, And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it 



behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: And that 
repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem.) and which would save Jew and Gentile alike 
(Rom. 1:16-17). The apostle Peter was called to preach to the house of Cornelius, 
a Gentile who was a Roman soldier (Acts 9-10). It was at the house of Cornelius 
that the Gentiles first heard and obeyed the gospel, and in the exact order of 
Isaiah’s prophecy the disciples of Christ were given a new name—“Christian”—in
(Acts 11:26 And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it 
came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, 
and taught much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in 
Antioch.). That’s the first of three times the word is used in the New Testament. 
The others are in Acts 26:28 when Agrippa said, “Almost thou persuadest me to 
be a Christian,” and in 1 Peter 4:16 where Peter wrote, “Yet if any man suffer as 
a Christian, let him not be ashamed.” There isn’t a single denominational name 
that is found in the New Testament which is divinely applied to the disciples of 
Jesus Christ.

JERRY

Jesus' church today can be identified by its organization. The New Testament 
knows nothing of the councils, conferences, synods, or conventions that 
characterize modern denominations. Each local church of Christ in the first 
century was organized on a level no higher than the local, autonomous 
congregation. Under the supreme authority of Jesus Christ as head of the church
(Eph. 1:22- 23), each congregation worked and worshiped under the oversight of
men known as “elders.” Each congregation had a plurality of men serving as 
elders (Phil. 1:1; Titus 1:5). Divinely ordained qualifications for these men are 
given in First Timothy 3, and Titus 1, and only those meeting these qualifications
are fit to serve as elders of the church of Christ.

These men were also known as bishops and shepherds. All three terms—
elder, bishop, shepherd or pastor—refer to the same office in the New Testament
and are descriptive of some aspect of the office. The word “bishop” is from the 
Greek episcopos which means “overseer.” This word indicates that the elder has 
oversight of the activities of the church, but his oversight extends no further 
than the revealed word of God through Jesus Christ as the Head of the church 
(Matt. 28:18).

The word “pastor” comes from the Latin term for shepherd and is another word 
describing the men who oversee the local church of Christ. The shepherd is 
responsible for seeing that the flock under his care is fed the pure word of God, 
and protected from evil teaching and influences. In Acts 20:17 Paul  had called 



for the Ephesian elders to meet him at Miletus, and that was the thrust of his 
charge to the them in Acts 20:28-29.  “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and
to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed 
the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. For I know 
this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not 
sparing the flock”.  In his speech to the Ephesian elders, Paul used the word 
“overseers” which is from the Greek episcopos, and “feed” which from is the 
Greek poimaino and translated “shepherd” or “pastor.” The word “elder” simply 
indicates a man mature in the faith. So the words, elder, pastor and bishop all 
refer to the same persons.

JIM

Another identifying mark of the church today is its worship. The worship of 
the church of Christ is devoid of modern trappings of ritualism and show 
business. We follow the New Testament pattern in our worship to God in all 
simplicity and purity. As the first century church did, we sing praises to God, and
teach and admonish one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs (Eph. 
5:18-19)And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the 
Spirit; Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;
Col. 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
with grace in your hearts to the Lord.). This is a reciprocal action as 
commanded in Ephesians 5:19, so we do not use choirs, “praise teams” or special
singing groups. Moreover, this is simply “singing.” There is no command in the 
New Testament for the church to use mechanical instruments of music in 
worship and in keeping with the injunction of Colossians 3:17, And whatsoever 
ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of Jesus, giving thanks to God and the
Father by him,” we do not use them. They are not authorized by the Lord, 
therefore we cannot play an instrument in His name (by His authority).

The church of Christ teaches the Bible in its assemblies as commanded in (2 
Timothy 4:1-2  I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; 
Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort 
with all longsuffering and doctrine.  and as the Jerusalem church did when it 
continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine (teaching) (Acts 2:42).

The church of Christ also observes the Lord’s Supper each first day of the week 
as we have example thereof in (Acts 20:7  And upon the first day of the week, 
when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, 



ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight. 
 The Lord’s Supper is a memorial feast of unleavened bread and fruit of the vine 
which represent the body and blood of our Blessed Lord in His death on the 
cross. He instituted this supper on the night of His betrayal (Matt. 26:26-29) 
and the New Testament church regularly observed this rite in each first-day-of-
the-week assembly (Acts 2:42; 20:7). 

Prayers in the public worship of the New Testament church were—and are—led 
by men. In regulating the worship of the church, Paul said in First Timothy 2:8, 
“I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, without 
wrath or doubting.” The Greeks had two words for “men” or “man.” Anthropos, 
from which we get our English word for “anthropology” which is a study of the 
human race, means just that—humans, which includes both sexes. They also 
used the word aner, which specified a male, and that is the word Paul used in 
first Timothy 2:8. He specified that only males were to lead in public worship.

Our worship also includes contributing our material goods to further the cause 
of the Lord. Paul instructed the church at Corinth in First Corinthians 16:1-2, 
“Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the 
churches of Galatia, even so do ye. Upon the first day of the week let every one 
of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him...”

These five things constitute the simple New Testament pattern for acceptable 
worship to God which is practiced by the church of Christ.

JERRY

The New Testament church today can be identified by its terms of 
membership. The terms of membership in the church of Christ are not given 
by human councils, synods, conventions or conferences. They are the terms 
preached by first century Christians and found in the New Testament. Salvation 
by “faith only” that is taught by most modern denominations is a concept foreign
to the New Testament and is a doctrine of the devil. We are certainly justified by 
faith (Rom. 5:1) but not by “faith alone.” Saving faith is that kind of faith found 
among the worthies listed in Hebrews 11. It is faith that hears the word of God 
and does what God commands, for “faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God” (Rom. 10:17). Noah heard God’s instructions and acted upon them 
(Heb. 11:7). So did Abel (Heb. 11:4), Abraham (Heb. 11:8, 17), Moses’ parents 
(Heb. 11:23), and Moses himself (Heb. 11:24-25).

Those who come to God must believe in Him (Heb. 11:6) and in His Son, Jesus 



Christ (John 8:24). Having done that, they must then repent of their sins (Luke 
13:3) confess their faith in Christ (Acts 8:37) and be baptized into Christ for the 
remission of sins (Acts 2:38; Gal. 3:26-27). Having done these things, they are 
then added to the church by the Lord (Acts 2:47). These are the terms of 
salvation and membership in the body of Christ that are defined in the word of 
God. Jesus said, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved” (Mark 16:16).
There is no appeal from His word, nor is there a single syllable in the New 
Testament that indicates one is saved by some so-called “sinner’s prayer.” 
Obedience to the gospel saves one and makes him a member of the church of 
Christ. He does not “join” the church, but is added to it by the Lord. These were 
the same terms preached by Peter on Pentecost in Acts 2 and those who obeyed 
on that day became Christians and members of the church of Christ. Those same
terms, faithfully preached and obeyed today will make men the same thing—
Christians and members of the church which Jesus built and for which He died.

These identifying marks of the church Jesus built do not describe a single 
denomination in today's world. Denominations are plants which God never 
planted and Jesus said, “Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not 
planted, shall be rooted up. Let them alone; they be blind leaders of the blind, 
And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch” (Matt. 15:13-14).

JIM

Study your Bibles, obey the gospel plan of salvation, and be added to the church 
Jesus built that is found in the New Testament. Never take our word, or any 
other person's word for anything concerning your soul's salvation without 
looking into God's word to see if what is preached is approved by Him.


