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The Church In Preparation, No. 2
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During His preparatory work of the kingdom, Jesus made a statement that is 
central to our study of the establishment of the church. (Matt. 16:13-19)“When 
Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, 
Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? And they said, Some say thou art 
John the Baptist; some, Elias, and others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets. He 
saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Simon Peter answered and 
said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and 
said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-Jona: for flesh and blood hath not 
revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. And I say also unto 
thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the
kingdom of heaven; and whatsover thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven” . 
Note these four things in this passage:

1. The foundation upon which the church is built is Christ, not Peter. Jesus 
said the church would be built upon the fact of His deity expressed in the 
confession Peter made. And Paul said Christ is the foundation of the 
church. (1 Cor. 3:11)“For other foundation can no man lay than that is 
laid, which is Christ Jesus,” .

2. Jesus indicated the church was not yet in existence. “I will build” is future 
tense.

3. Jesus used the terms “church” and “kingdom” referring to the same 
institution. This indicates that the church is the kingdom. They are 
identical.

4. The apostles were told that they would be given the “keys of the kingdom 
of heaven.” The word “key” or “keys” in Scripture denotes authority to 
open or close. They would have the keys of entrance into the church and it 
would be their privilege to open its door for souls to enter. That also 
indicated that the kingdom would come between the time Jesus promised 
to build it and the deaths of His apostles.

We are then brought to the conclusion that the kingdom, or church, would be 
established in the near future, with Jesus as its foundation and the terms of 
admittance announced by the apostles with Peter’s sermon in Acts 2 being the 
first one recorded under the new dispensation.
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Mark records another statement in which Jesus tells His hearers that the 
kingdom would come in their lifetime. “And he said unto them, Verily I say unto
you, That there be some of them here, which shall not taste of death, till they 
have seen the kingdom of God come with power” (Mark 9:1). Three additional 
things are mentioned here by Jesus regarding the establishment of the kingdom.

1. It was yet in the future.

2. It was imminent and would come within the lifetime of some of those 
whom Jesus addressed

3. The kingdom would come with power.

We conclude, then, that the kingdom would be established within the lifetimes 
of Peter and others who heard Jesus and its establishment would be 
accompanied by power.

Christ’s Last Days
As the completion of his earthly task drew near, Jesus went to Jerusalem with 
his disciples and prepared to eat His final Passover supper with them. It was at 
this feast that He instituted the Lord’s Supper as a memorial to His death on the 
cross. But even as He gave them the loaf and the fruit of the vine as emblems of 
His body and blood, He indicated that the kingdom still had not come.

“And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and 
gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body. And he took the 
cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, Drink ye all of it; for this is 
my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of 
sins. But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until
that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom” (Matt. 26:26-
29). His promise that He would drink the fruit of the vine new with them in the 
kingdom indicated that even in the last hours of His life on earth the kingdom 
was still in the future.

Having eaten the Passover supper, Jesus retired to the quiet recesses of the 
Garden of Gethsemane and poured out the torment of an anguished heart to His 
Father. In his agony, Luke says His “sweat was as it were great drops of blood 
falling to the ground,” (Luke 24:44). After He received strength to endure the 
awful events which lay before Him, He arose to meet the mob led by Judas 
Iscariot.



He was taken by the mob to Caiaphas the high priest where He faced false 
witnesses who testified that He had threatened to destroy the temple and rebuild
it within three days. (Matt. 26:61). Caiaphas accused Jesus of Blasphemy and 
sent Him away to Pilate, the governor of Judea. He was sent to the Roman 
governor because the Jews could only assess the death penalty but had no civil 
authority to execute it. Pilate, whose name will forever be associated with 
cowardice, could find no fault in Christ but didn’t have the courage to release 
Him. Instead, he sent Him to Herod, reasoning that he could avoid a decision 
because Jesus was a Galilean and Herod was Tetrarch of Galilee.

After having Jesus mocked and a robe placed on Him, Herod returned Him to 
Pilate where, at the insistence of the Jewish mob, Pilate condemned Him to 
death. Forced to bear the instrument of His own execution, Jesus was taken to 
Calvary, stripped of His clothes and nailed to the cross as though He were a 
common criminal. Robert Milligan describes his agony:

“The nails that pierced his hands and feet were but as nothing. Persons of 
ordinary strength generally lived on the cross from one to four or five days, and 
sometimes even longer. The weight of our indebtedness to the Divine 
government fell like a mountain avalanche on his soul. The light of God’s 
countenance was withheld; and a horror of appalling darkness overwhelmed his 
spirit. He could bear no more (Milligan, Commentary on Hebrews, Sec. 4, p. 
159).
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The price at last was paid. Bowing His head, the sinless Son of God declared the 
end of the Mosaic Covenant and the work of redemption He had come to 
accomplish. He said, “It is finished,” (John 19:30). Still, the kingdom had not 
come. “And, behold, there was a man named Joseph, a counselor; and he was a 
good man, and a just: (the same had not consented to the counsel and deed of 
them:) he was of Arimathea, a city of the Jews; who also himself waited for the 
kingdom of God. This man went to Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus, took it 
down, wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a sepulchre hewed from stone” (Lk. 
23:50-53).

Jesus had told Peter that the “gates of hell” would not prevent the establishment 
of the kingdom, (Matt. 16:18). That referred to His death. Hades is the resting 
place of disembodied spirits awaiting the resurrection. Through the Jewish and 
Roman authorities, Satan tried to prevent Christ from establishing his church, 
by assigning Him to the grave. But He burst asunder the bands of hades and on 
the third day arose triumphant over death and appeared to his apostles for a 



period of forty days. (Acts 1:1-5).

But even then the kingdom was still in the future That even the apostles did not 
understand this is evident from the question they asked at his last appearance to 
them. (Acts 1:6)“When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, 
saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?” . Their
conception of the kingdom was no different from the Jews who thought Jesus 
would overthrow the Roman government and re-establish the throne of David in
Jerusalem. (Acts 1:7-8)“And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the 
times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. But ye shall 
receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be 
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost part of the earth. And when he had spoken these things, 
while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight”
.
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Returning to Jerusalem as Jesus had commanded, the apostles waited for the 
power which he had promised. For ten days they continued in prayer and 
supplication until of Pentecost when they assembled together with one accord in 
the temple. Luke records, “And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of 
a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And 
there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of 
them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with 
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance” (Acts 2:2-4).

All that had gone before in God's purpose, the promises, prophecies and 
preparation of the kingdom pointed to this day and this moment. The Seed of 
woman had bruised the Serpent’s head in his triumphant resurrection and 
fulfilled the prophecy of Daniel. The Son of man had gone to the Ancient of Days 
in the clouds of heaven, (Dan. 7:13-14). He was given power and glory and 
dominion, (Philippians. 2:5-11) and a kingdom that shall never be destroyed.

Moreover, this was done in the days of the last great kingdom prophesied in 
Daniel 2:44 and Peter said the events of Acts 2 were in fulfillment of Joel’s 
prophecy, marking the beginning of the “last days,” (Acts 2:14-21). The kingdom 
had come with power as Jesus promised in Mark 9:1 and the “mountain of the 
Lord’s house,” the universal kingdom of God, was “exalted above the hills” as 
Isaiah had foretold and on that day the “law went forth from Zion and the word
of the Lord from Jerusalem,” (Isa. 2:2-4; Luke 24:45-49).
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Standing before the assembled multitude, Peter used the keys of the kingdom, 
proclaiming the gospel and announcing for the first time that Christ had been 
exalted to the throne of David at the right hand of God, (Acts 2:29-36). (Acts 
2:37-41)“Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said 
unto Peter and the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? 
Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all 
that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. And with many 
other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this 
untoward generation. Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: 
and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls” .

Those who obeyed the terms of the gospel he announced were added to the 
church, and others continued to be added to it (Acts 2:47). God's purpose from 
eternity became a reality. The kingdom had come and in it had come salvation 
for the world. Peter opened the doors with the gospel keys and they remain open
to receive all who will enter to partake of the blessings that are in Christ, (Eph. 
1:3)Blessed is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who did bless us in 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,
 until time shall be no more. To know what God would have us do to be saved, 
we need to look no further than the terms announced by Peter in Acts two. The 
same gospel Peter preached and which Paul said saves men (Rom. 1:16-17)for I 
am not ashamed of the good news of the Christ, for it is the power of God to 
salvation to every one who is believing, both to Jew first, and to Greek.For the 
righteousness of God in it is revealed from faith to faith, according as it hath 
been written, 'And the righteous one by faith shall live,' will save men today who
obey its terms.


