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The Church In Perfection

JIM
Jesus was born of a virgin and came into the world in fulfillment of prophecy to 
save men. The angel announced that to Joseph. (Matt. 1:20-23)“Joseph, thou 
son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is 
conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring forth a son and thou 
shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save his people from their sins. Now all 
this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the 
prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and they shall bring forth 
a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God 
with us” .

Jesus was born in Bethlehem and grew to manhood in the village of Nazareth of 
Galilee. Of his childhood, there is but one inspired account which is in Luke 
2:41-50. It took place when he was twelve years old during the Passover in 
Jerusalem. It is significant that the Lamb of God, who came of age in the flesh, 
should first be mentioned at the feast commemorating Israel’s deliverance from 
Egypt, when the first Passover lamb was slain. That lamb prefigured Christ's 
death for the sins of men.

When the Passover ended, Mary and Joseph began their journey back to 
Nazareth, unaware that Jesus had tarried behind in Jerusalem. Traveling a full 
day, they supposed him to have been in the company of their relatives. But after 
inquiring of them, they realized that he wasn’t to be found. Returning to 
Jerusalem they found him in the temple, hearing the learned doctors and asking 
them questions. Luke says those who heard him “were astonished at his 
understanding and answers.” (Luke 2:48-49)“And when they saw him, they 
were amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt 
with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing. And he said unto 
them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s
business?” . The American Standard renders His reply as, “Know ye not that I 
must be about my Father's business?”

The twelve-year-old Jesus understood who He was and the gravity of His 
mission, but his mother and Joseph (Luke 2:50)“understood not the saying 
which he spake unto them,” . Following their return to Nazareth, the Scripture 
says, (Luke 2:52)“Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with 
God and man,”  and the scriptures are silent concerning Him, from that day 
until he came to be baptized of John in Jordan eighteen years later.
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“Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him. 
But John forbad him saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest 
thou to me? And Jesus answering said unto him, suffer it to be so now: for thus
it becometh us to fulfill all righteousness. Then he suffered him. And Jesus, 
when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and lo, the 
heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 
dove, and lighting upon him: and lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Matt 3:13-17).

Beginning the work which God sent him to accomplish, Jesus preached the 
message of His imminent kingdom. “Now after that John was put in prison, 
Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and 
saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and 
believe the gospel” (Mk. 1:14).

Jesus was born, conducted his personal ministry and died under the Law of 
Moses. his relationship to the law was one of obedience and fulfillment. In doing
the first, he accomplished the latter and defined his relationship to the Mosaic 
Law in the Sermon on the Mount. “Think not that I am come to destroy the law,
or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill. For verily, I say unto 
you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from 
the law, till all be fulfilled” (Matt. 5:17).

Attempts are made by false teachers to use this passage to prove that the Law of 
Moses is still binding upon us today. Their contention is that Jesus said he 
would not take it away. While it is true that he said he did not “come to destroy 
the law or the prophets,” he did not say the Law of Moses would be retained. He 
neither destroyed it nor retained it. He fulfilled it and in so doing removed it as 
one removes a debt. He paid the price the Law required for sin and in paying the 
price, took the Law out of the way. “For he is our peace, who hath made both 
one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; having 
abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in 
ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace” 
(Eph. 2:14-15). “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, 
and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross” (Col. 2:14)

The Jews failed to understand that the Law of Moses was to bring them to Christ
believing that eternal life was contained in the Old Testament scriptures and by 
their fleshly descent from Abraham, they were entitled to salvation. But Jesus 
said their conception of their scriptures was erroneous. “Ye search the 



scriptures, because ye think that in them ye have eternal life; and these are 
they which bear witness of me; and ye will not come to me, that ye may have 
life” (John 5:39-40, ASV). Had the Jews understood their own scriptures, they 
would not have crucified Christ and Jesus said their failure to believe him 
resulted from their failure to believe Moses to whom they claimed allegiance. 
“Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father: there is one that accuseth 
you, even Moses, in whom ye trust. For had ye believed Moses, ye would have 
believed me: for he wrote of me. But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye 
believe my words?” (Jn. 5:45-47).
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Beginning and ending his work in obedience to God, Jesus emphasized his 
desire to do the complete will of the Father. (John 5:30“I seek not mine own 
will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me. ). For I came down from 
heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of Him that sent me ‘. (John 6:38).

Jesus' Sermon on the Mount may well be termed “The Kingdom in Prologue.” 
That discourse, recorded in Matthew 5-7, has far greater importance than to be 
classed as a group of idealistic principles of morality. It is not a code to regulate 
conduct in the social or religious realms. The beatitudes constitute a forecast of 
the kingdom and the principles enunciated in it by Jesus were given to illustrate 
the spiritual nature of the kingdom which he had come to establish and the 
character of its members.

Following his baptism and temptation, Matthew says (Matt. 4:23)“he went 
about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom,” . The context of the Sermon on the Mount is usually overlooked and  
regarded as a monolithic discourse with no connection to what went before. But 
the Scripture must be interpreted within the context in which it is written. The 
arbitrary chapter break between Matthew 4 and 5 does not constitute a break in 
context. The gospel of the kingdom which Jesus preached in Galilee was the 
subject of the Beatitudes. In them, he describes the nature of the coming 
kingdom and its subjects.

Foy E. Wallace, Jr. cites Matt. 4:23 and comments on the context in which the 
discourse was delivered. “The next thing in context was The Sermon on The 
Mount at the conclusion of which, in Matthew 7:28-29, it is recorded that ‘the 
people were astonished at his doctrine: for he taught them as one having 
authority, and not as the scribes.’ The first passage refers to his preaching as 
the gospel of the kingdom, which already he had announced as at hand. The 
second passage refers to his teaching as his doctrine. The Sermon on the Mount



is therefore the gospel of the kingdom and the doctrine of Christ” (The Sermon 
on the Mount and the Civil State, p. 9).
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The Apostolic Office

The apostolic office and those appointed to that unique position were part of the 
ministry of Jesus. He gathered twelve men to be his witnesses and prepared 
them for that task. The qualifications of an apostle are defined by Luke in the 
book of Acts. Recounting the fall of Judas, Peter said one had to be appointed to 
replace him as an apostle. “Wherefore of these men which have companied with
us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from 
the baptism of John, unto the day that He was taken up from us, must one be 
ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection” (Acts 1:21-22).

The only persons qualified to occupy the office of an apostle were those who had 
been specially chosen by Christ and had witnessed his work from his baptism by 
John until he ascended to heaven. No one can scripturally claim to be an apostle,
a witness or an ambassador for Christ today because an apostle was an 
eyewitness of the work, death, burial, resurrection and ascension of Christ and 
Paul said they were Christ’s ambassadors (1 Cor. 5:20). An ambassador is the 
personal representative of a sovereign, endowed with credentials from that 
sovereign and empowered to speak as though that sovereign spoke himself. No 
man can make that claim today and substantiate it by the scriptures. The 
apostles occupy a unique place in the kingdom, having been prepared for their 
work during the personal ministry of Jesus. They were to be forever the teachers 
of the church. Jesus made that clear in Matthew 19:28, saying, “That ye which 
have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the 
throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel.” “The 12 tribes of Israel” is a metaphor for the kingdom, or 
church. Through their writings found in the New Testament, the apostles would 
wield Christ's authority in the church as His ambassadors.


