
TSD Online Class, Lesson 11
The Church In Preparation

JIM
Opening Remarks
At the crossroads of ancient civilization, Palestine was a battleground on which
ancient  powers  clashed.  Following  the  Babylonian  Captivity,  the  children  of
Israel were successively ruled by the Medes and Persians, and the Greeks under
Alexander The Great until, at last, they came under the dominion of Rome. No
prophetic voice had been heard in Israel for more than 400 years and Israel's
glory under David was a dim memory. Such conditions heightened expectation
of their Messiah, and their longing for deliverance. But God is long suffering and
works all things after the counsel of his own will,  (Eph. 1:11) In whom also we
have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of
him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:. The depths to
which  the  race  had sunk since  the  creation  necessitated a  slow and gradual
process of bringing mankind to the point of receiving the kingdom. That process
included  not  only  the  promises  and  prophecies  of  the  Old  Testament  but  a
period of preparation. That work was committed to a man whose unique mission
was without precedent and who had no successor.

In  the  15th  year  of  the  reign  of  Tiberius  Caesar,  when  Pontius  Pilate  was
Governor of Judea and Herod was Tetrarch of Galilee, the silence of heaven was
broken by a voice crying in the Judean wilderness,  (Matt. 3:2)“Repent, ye, for
the kingdom of heaven is at hand,”  . It was the fulness of time,  (Gal. 4:4) But
when the fulness  of  the time was come,  God sent  forth his  Son,  made of  a
woman, made under the law,. The Messianic Harbinger, John the Baptist, had
come to prepare the the material for, and proclaim, the approaching kingdom.
Isaiah had prophesied of John 700 years before.

(Isa. 40:3-5) “The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the
way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every
valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the
crooked shall be made straight and the rough places plain: and the glory of the
Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the
Lord hath spoken it” .

Commissioned by God to prepare the way for Jesus Christ, John lived, worked
and died in the preparatory stage of the kingdom. The full light of the gospel
dispensation was  about  to  dawn upon a  benighted human race,  enslaved by
Satan. Deliverance was near and Christ would burst asunder the yoke of hell and
the bands of death to establish his kingdom. John was a man sent from God,



(John 1:6) There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
, whose special mission was to prepare the people to receive the kingdom, and to
constitute the material of which it would be built. He had not come to establish a
new order, but labored under the Mosaic Covenant delivered at Sinai.

The son of a Levite priest and his wife Elisabeth, John’s birth was miraculous.
The angel who announced it told his father Zechariah that the child would be
filled with the Holy Ghost from his mother’s womb and his mission would be a
special one. (Luke 1:17) “And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of
Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to
the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord” . John’s
unique task was to announce Jesus as the Messiah. The prophets of  the Old
Testament had foretold Christ’s coming, but John  would announce his arrival.
Jesus said he was like none who had gone before him. (Matt. 11:9-10)“But what
went  ye  out  for  to  see?  A prophet?  yea,  I  say unto you,  and more  than a
prophet.  For this is he of  whom it is written, Behold,  I  send my messenger
before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee.” .

JERRY
It was John’s task to gather the material for the approaching kingdom and have
it ready for the spiritual building to be erected. While prepared the material for
the church, he was never in it. “Verily, I say unto you, Among them that are
born  of  women  there  hath  not  risen  a  greater  than  John  the  Baptist:
notwithstanding: he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he”
(Matt. 11:11).

John was not the bridegroom, nor was he sent to establish a kingdom or a new
order. Recognizing his own place in the purpose of God, John did not assume to
himself  the  prerogatives  of  Christ.  “A man can receive  nothing,  except  it  be
given him from heaven. Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not the
Christ, but that I am sent before him. He that hath the bride is the bridegroom:
but the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth
greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled. He
must increase, but I must decrease. (Jn. 3:27-30).

John’s Preparatory Work

While Christ’s order would increase, John’s would give way to the Lamb of God
whom he announced. (John 1:29). His message was the baptism of repentance
and belief on Christ who would come after him, in order to the remission of sins.
(Acts 19:4; cf. Matt. 3:1, 2, 6). “John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach
the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins...And he came into all the



country  round  about  Jordan,  preaching  the  baptism of  repentance  for  the
remission  of  sins...And  all  the  people  that  heard  him,  and  the  publicans,
justified God, being baptized with the baptism of John. But the Pharisees and
lawyers rejected the counsel of God against themselves being not baptized of
him” (Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3; Luke 3:29-30).

Jesus Comes To His Own

Following  Christ’s  baptism  and  temptation,  John  was  cast  into  prison  and
Matthew says Jesus began, from that time, to preach the same message John
had proclaimed. (Matt. 4:17). Their message was that “the kingdom of heaven is
at hand.” Neither taught that the kingdom was in existence during their work on
the  earth.  The  phrase  “at  hand”  meant  it  was  nigh,  or  near,  which  was  the
message that both Jesus and John preached concerning the church.

“He came unto his own and his own received him not. But, as many as received
him, to them gave he power to become the sons of  God,  even to them that
believe on his name: which were born, but of blood, nor of the will of the flesh,
nor of the will of man, but of God” (Jn. 1:11-13).

Those to whom Jesus came were those John had prepared. “His own” were those
to whom he came with his message of the kingdom. In general, the Jews rejected
the teachings of Christ but “as many as received him” were given the right to
become the sons of God. As many of whom? Those to whom he came. To whom
did he come? To “his own” - those who had been born of God. The birth hereof
spoken was baptism. When they were baptized with the baptism of John they
became heirs to the kingdom. They had the right to become sons of God and
those who remained faithful exercised that right on the day of Pentecost.

JIM
Those who were convicted by Peter’s sermon on Pentecost were baptized into
Christ, obeying the command in (Acts 2:38) Then Peter said unto them, Repent,
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission
of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.  As a result, the record
says “and the  same day there  were  added unto  them about  three  thousand
souls,  (Acts 2:41) Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and
the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. To what
were they added? Acts 2:47 says they were added to the church. A building has
to  exist  before  one can add to it.  The church existed before  the  3,000 were
baptized. The apostles were set in the church, (1 Cor. 12:28) And God hath set
some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after
that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues. 



They were the disciples of Jesus and, as such, had been baptized with John’s
baptism.  They  and  others  who had  received  John’s  baptism were  set  in  the
church on Pentecost and afterward those who obey the gospel were added to
them, constituting the church, or the kingdom of God.

Now, understand. We're not saying that the church was established in the days
of  John  the  Baptist,  prior  to  Pentecost.  Jesus  established  his  church  on
Pentecost, seven sabbaths and one day after his resurrection and it was built of
the material which John had prepared as his messenger. The principle is the
same as the construction of a prefabricated building. The parts are prepared to
fit together at one point and shipped to another to be assembled into an existing
structure.  Before the material  was assembled it  constituted the building in a
preparatory state. When the material was assembled it constituted a building in
existence. The house of God, which is his kingdom or church, is built of living
stones.

(1 Cor. 3:16-17)“Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit
of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God
destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are”. (Eph. 2:19-22)
“Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens
with the saints, and of the household of God; and are built upon the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone;
in whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto a holy temple in
the Lord: in whom ye also are builded together for a habitation of God through
the Spirit .

JERRY
Solomon’s temple in the Old Testament was a type of the church or the true
temple of God revealed in the New Testament. In the building of both, there is a
parallel. “And the house, when it was in building, was built of stone made ready
before it was brought thither; so that there was neither hammer nor axe nor
any tool of iron heard in the house, while it was in building” (1 Ki. 6:7).  The
stones of which Solomon’s temple was built were hewn out and prepared to fit
together before they were set in place for its construction.

John performed the same work for the  living stones to be set in the church.
When the time came for the establishment or construction of  God’s spiritual
temple on the day of Pentecost, the living stones that had been previously hewn
by John's baptism were set in place. Both temples, Solomon’s and Christ’s, were
built by the authority of God and the preparatory work for each was parallel to
the other.



JIM
Having finished his work of preparing the way of the Lord, John’s unique place
among God’s messengers would never be filled again. Jesus said  “The time is
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.”
The one who was “more than a prophet” had made the crooked way straight,
exalted the valleys and brought low the hills. The consummation of God’s eternal
purpose drew near and the establishment of the kingdom through which that
purpose would be accomplished was about to take place.


