
TSD Online Class – Galatians - Lesson 6
Paul's Rebuke For Abandoning

The Only Means Of Their Salvation (Gal. 3:1-10)

JIM
This  week we begin the second section of  the book of  Galatians in
which Paul teaches the all-sufficiency of the gospel for salvation. This
section is found in Galatians 3:1 through 4:31. The first part of it
contains,
His Rebuke For Abandoning Their Only Means of Salvation
(3:1-10)
O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey
the  truth,  before  whose  eyes  Jesus  Christ  hath  been  evidently  set
forth, crucified among you? This only would I learn of you, Received
ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? Are
ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by
the flesh? Have ye suffered so many things in vain? if  it be yet in
vain. He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit,  and worketh
miracles among you, doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the
hearing  of  faith?  Even  as  Abraham  believed  God,  and  it  was
accounted  to  him  for  righteousness.  Know  ye  therefore  that  they
which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham. And the
Scripture, forseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith,
preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all
nations be blessed. So then they which be of faith are blessed with
faithful Abraham. For as many as are of the works of the law are
under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is everyone that continueth
not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.

Verses 1-5.
Like the Hebrew Christians addressed in the epistle to the Hebrews,
these Galatians were being enticed to abandon the only means of their
salvation—the truth of the gospel, and Paul now rebukes them with a
series of questions. That they had been “bewitched” and failed to obey
the truth is a concept that should arrest our attention in verse one. In
a  postmodern  age  which  denies  objective  truth  as  a  means  to
salvation,  most  people  today have embraced an egalitarian form of



grace in which no one will be lost. In fact, universal salvation is a nigh
universal belief among modern denominationalists, and among some
folks in churches of Christ. The idea that there is an objective body of
truth  which  must  be  obeyed  in  order  to  secure  salvation  is  a
fundamental tenet of the gospel of  Jesus Christ.  In fact,  the gospel
itself is that objective truth and obedience to it is absolutely necessary
if one is to be saved. Paul said Christ will come at the end of the world
and take vengeance on those who “obey not the gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ,” (2 Thess. 1:8).

JERRY
To obey the gospel is to obey the truth, and obedience to the truth is
something  that  must  be  continual.  That’s  the  implication  of  Paul’s
questions in Galatians 3:1. They had rendered primary obedience to
the Gospel, as he noted in Galatians 3:26-27, but here he says they had
been bewitched “that ye  should not obey the truth.”  There are two
words  translated  “bewitched”  in  the  New  Testament.  The  first,
existemi, is used twice regarding Simon the sorcerer in Acts 8 where it
is said that,  he  “bewitched the people of  Samaria,”  (Acts 8:9),  and
“that of long time he had bewitched them with sorceries” (Acts 8:11).
This word means, “to put (stand) out of wits, i.e. astound or become
astounded,  insane:  amaze,  be  (make)  astonished,  be  beside  self
(selves), bewitch, wonder” (Strong, p. 30). The other is baskaino. This
is the word used by Paul in this passage and means, “to malign, i.e. (by
extens.)  to  fascinate  (by  false  representations):—bewitch”  (Strong,
p.18). The former describes the reaction of the Samaritans to Simon’s
performance of magic and the latter describes the Galatians’ response
to the fair words and smooth speeches of Judaizers who had maligned
Paul  and  his  teachings.  Those  false  teachers  had  bewitched  or
fascinated them by their false representations and led them away from
the gospel of Christ by perverting it. That perversion took the form of
adding precepts from the law of Moses to the gospel  and therefore
made it into something which cannot save.

The kind of false teaching to which the Galatians were subjected is the
most nefarious and most dangerous. Like the serpent in Eden, those
teachers may have begun their sordid work of planting doubts in the



fickle Galatian minds by asking, “Yea, hath Paul said?” They continued
their subversion of the truth by charging that Paul was not really an
apostle—that he had learned what he preached from the apostles at
Jerusalem and from others. Thus, they were able to lead the Galatian
brethren away from the truth and remove them unto another gospel.
Of the fickle and vacillating Galatians, it could be said, as with many
whom we all know, that their beliefs and convictions consisted of “the
last thing they read, or heard.”

Paul said, as if it had been before their eyes, “Jesus Christ hath been
evidently  set  forth,  crucified  among  you.”  This  referred  to  his
preaching In Galatia. As he told the Corinthians,  “For I determined
not  to  know  anything  among  you,  save  Jesus  Christ,  and  him
crucified,” (1 Cor. 2:2), so he had set forth the crucified Christ in his
preaching to the Galatians. That was also the message Philip preached
to the Ethiopian eunuch on the Gaza road when he, “began at the same
scripture and preached unto him Jesus,”  (Acts 8:35).  The crucified,
buried, resurrected, ascended, and crowned Jesus is set forth before
the eyes of all who hear faithful men proclaim the gospel.

JIM
In  verses  two through four,  Paul  asks  a  series  of  logical  questions
designed to make the Galatians think about their condition. The first
is, “Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of
faith?” A consideration of this  question and an honest answer to it
should  have  immediately  shown  them  the  folly  of  their  course  in
following the Judaizing teachers. Paul’s question here relates to the
miraculous gifts of the Spirit extant among the churches of the first
century. Did these gifts come through the law of Moses? Of course not.
They were conferred by apostolic hands of men who had received Holy
Spirit baptism and in whom resided the very words of the faith. None
of the Judaizers who sought to bind circumcision upon the Gentiles
conferred a single miraculous gift in any church of the first century.
This fact alone should have convinced them that the Judaizers were
false teachers and their characterization of Paul as a pseudo-apostle
was also false.



He next asks, “Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now
made perfect in the flesh?” They had things exactly reversed. It was
the fleshly law of Moses that was to bring men to the faith of Jesus
Christ—from a fleshly system to a spiritual one. But these Galatians
had begun with the spiritual,  and now reverted back to the fleshly.
They sought perfection from an imperfect system that had never been
theirs in the first place and that effort was, and is, doomed to failure.
The word “flesh” is sometimes used in reference to the law of Moses,
and I believe that is its use in verse three.

In  his  book,  The  Work  of  The  Holy  Spirit,  Franklin  Camp  wrote,
“...Galatians  3:3  establishes  the  fact  that  ‘in  the  flesh’  is  used  in
reference to Judaism: ‘Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit,
are ye now made perfect by the flesh?’ The gospel received through
miraculous gifts of the Spirit to Paul, an apostle, and the gifts of the
Spirit which the Galatians had received, is that which is indicated by
the phrase, ‘begun in the Spirit.’ The word ‘Spirit’ here is really equal
to the gospel, which was received by the revelation of the Spirit. ‘Are
now made perfect by the flesh’—the law which was carnal, or fleshly, is
that which is signified by the phrase, ‘by the flesh.’ Judaizing teachers
were  seeking  to  persuade  Gentile  Christians  who had  accepted  the
gospel to also be circumcised and to keep the law. These false teachers
were insisting that the gospel was not sufficient. They were teaching
Gentiles that in order to be saved, they must accept circumcision and
the law. The phrase, ‘made perfect by the flesh,’ is a synonym for the
law, or the Judaistic system. This was an argument that Paul answered
not only in the Galatian letter, but also in the Roman letter” (p. 229).

“Have ye suffered so many things in vain? if it be yet in vain?” Do the
hardships  which  you  have  suffered  at  the  hands  of  persecutors—
including the Jews of Galatia— because of your fidelity to Christ mean
nothing? Have you suffered persecution in vain, since you now seem
to embrace those very things which your persecutors teach? Are the
ministration of the Spirit to you and the working of miracles things
that came through the works of the law or by the hearing of faith? Paul
told the Corinthians that “the signs of an apostle were wrought among
you” (2 Cor. 12:12, cf. 1 Cor. 9:2). The signs of an apostle were God’s



confirmation that those men were who they claimed to be. Those signs
were not simply miracles. Others were empowered to work miracles,
but  only  an  apostle  could  lay  hands  on  another  and  impart  those
miraculous gifts. That is evident from the visit of Peter and John to
Samaria to impart spiritual gifts. Philip the evangelist had preached in
Samaria and worked miracles, but he had no power to impart spiritual
gifts to others (Acts 8). Of all miraculous gifts, the ability to impart
those gifts to others belonged only to an apostle of Jesus Christ, and
Paul clearly tells them that it was he, not the Judaizing teachers who
imparted  spiritual  gifts  among  the  Galatian  churches.  Of  all  the
evidence  submitted,  this  should  have  convinced  them  beyond  a
shadow of a doubt that he was what he claimed to be and that the
Judaizers were false teachers.

JERRY
Verses 6-10.
Here  begins  a  discourse  on  the  Abrahamic  covenant  and  its
connection with the faith of Jesus Christ. Abraham never lived under
the Mosaic law, but was justified by faith—something the law could
never do. Notice that Paul does not say “Abraham believed in God,”
but  that,  “Abraham  believed  God.”  When  Moses  disobeyed  God’s
instruction to speak to the rock at Kadesh and struck it twice with his
rod, God told him he would not enter Canaan,  “Because ye believed
me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel...” (Num.
20:12). Moses believed  in God, but did not  believe God. One may
profess  belief  in  God,  but  if  one  does  not  obey  God,  he  is  an
unbeliever. In this sense, Moses was an unbeliever. Faith in God is not
mere mental assent, but a willingness to do whatever God says. That is
amply  illustrated  in  Hebrews  chapter  eleven.  The  faith  of  those
worthies listed there was one which moved them to action. “By faith
Abel offered...” (Heb. 11:4). God told Abel what to offer, and Abel did
what God told him, for “faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the
word of God” (Rom. 10:17). Likewise, “By faith, Noah being warned
of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear and prepared an
ark to the saving of his house” (Heb. 11:7). God instructed Noah to
build an ark, and gave him the specifications for it. Noah obeyed God
and built the ark according to His instructions and it was said of him,



“Thus did Noah according to all that God commanded him, so did he”
(Gen. 6:22). That was acting “by faith.” So it was with Abraham’s faith.
He heard God’s voice and acted upon the commands God gave him.
Thus,  “Abraham  believed  God,  and  it  was  counted  to  him  for
righteousness.” Faith is doing what God says because God says to do
it. No other kind of faith is acceptable to God, and no other kind of
faith will make one righteous. Thus Paul says those who are of faith
are Abraham’s children. The true descendants of Abraham are those
whose faith leads them to obey the voice of God, not those who are his
fleshly descendants.

That the Israel of God today consists of those who are Christians is
seen  in  Galatians  3:26-28,  Galatians  6:16,  and  in  James’  epistle
addressed to the “twelve tribes which are scattered abroad” (Jas. 1:1).
As fleshly Israel—the twelve tribes—constituted the people of God in
the  Old  Testament,  so  spiritual  Israel—the  church—constitutes  His
people in our age. This shows the progression from the fleshly to the
spiritual,  planned by God, and consummated in this last age of the
world.  For  the  Galatians  to  embrace  the  Law of  Moses—even  in  a
single thing like circumcision—would obligate them to keep the whole
law of Moses, and would negate the work of Christ in fulfilling that law
and  taking  it  out  of  the  way.  And  because  Abraham  obeyed  God
—“believed  God”—  the  gospel  was  preached  in  prospect  in  God’s
promise that through him all nations would be blessed (Gen. 12:3).

JIM
The gospel,  like  God’s  entire  scheme of  redemption,  has  existed  in
various forms. It existed in the seed promise of Genesis 3:15, in the
prophecies of the Old Testament, in the preparatory work of John, and
in its perfected form as Peter preached on Pentecost in Acts two. The
gospel consists of three basic facts—the death, burial and resurrection
of Christ—of commands to be obeyed, and of promises to be enjoyed.
The gospel must be obeyed in order for one to be saved (2 Thess. 1:9)
but one does not obey facts. Hence, the gospel contains not only the
facts of the death, burial and resurrection of Christ, but commands to
be obeyed. Those are faith, repentance, confession, and baptism. One
who thus obeys the gospel enters into Christ (Gal. 3:26-27), where all



spiritual blessings are (Eph. 1:3) is saved from past sins (Acts 2:38;
Mk. 16:16) and entertains the hope of eternal life to come (Tit. 1:2; 1
Jn. 2:25). 

Therefore, Paul concludes that the blessings of God come upon “they
which be of faith.” These, he says, “are blessed with faithful Abraham”
who was justified or made righteous by his faith, not by observing the
law of Moses. God’s promise to Abraham was made centuries before
there was a law of Moses and its fulfillment is apart from that law.
Contrasting  the  promised  blessings  through  Abraham  with  the
demands  of  the  law  of  Moses,  the  apostle  says  those  who  seek
justification by works of the law are cursed. The reason? That is stated
in Deuteronomy 27:26 from which Paul quotes in verse 10. Everyone
who who fails to keep the entire law is cursed, and that includes all
men,  for  none  ever  lived  who  kept  the  law  perfectly  except  Jesus
Christ. So, for the Galatians to embrace the law of Moses which Christ
fulfilled and removed would be to bring the curse of that law upon
themselves. No Jew was ever sinless under the law, nor could these
Gentiles keep it without sinning. The law provided no remedy for sin,
only penalties for violating it. Only through Christ has God provided
the remedy for our sins and given us the hope of eternal life in that
world to come.


