
TSD Online Class – Galatians- Lesson 2
Salutation (Gal. 1:1-5) Part 1

Jim
Salutation (1:1-5)
Paul, an apostle, (not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ,
and God the  Father,  who raised him from the  dead;)  and all  the
brethren which are with me, Unto the churches of Galatia: (vv. 1-2)

Grace be unto you, and peace, from God the Father, and from our
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  gave  himself  for  our  sins,  that  he  might
deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God
and our Father: to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. (vv. 3-5)

The  first  thing  Paul  had  to  do  was  to  establish  the  truth  of  his
apostleship. That had been questioned by Judaizing teachers among
them and if  he  was  not,  as  they alleged,  then his  word carried  no
authority.

Verses 1-2. The parenthetical statement in verse one is significant. It
begins an immediate defense of Paul’s apostolic authority which was
called in question by Judaizing teachers among the Galatian churches.
That authority was not only the basis of their faithfulness to the gospel
which Paul preached, but of all subsequent generations of Christians.
Their salvation depended on the veracity of his claims as an apostle of
Jesus Christ.  If  he was not an apostle,  the Judaizing teachers were
right. But if his claims were true, the Judaizers were false teachers and
the Galatians were in danger of losing their souls. The same is true of
men today. If the apostolic claims of the New Testament are not true,
then our faith is vain.

The  apostles  were  to  be  forever  the  teachers  of  the  world.  It  was
necessary, therefore, that what they taught was infallible. That did not
mean they were infallible in their personal conduct, as will be seen in
Peter’s actions at Antioch, but that what they taught was the infallible
word  of  God.  Jesus  promised  that  they  would  be  infallibly  guided
when they were brought before magistrates.  “But when they deliver



you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be
given you in that same hour what ye shall speak. For it is not ye that
speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you” (Matt.
10:19-20). And on the night He was betrayed, Christ promised that He
would  send the  Comforter—the  Holy  Spirit—to  guide  them into  all
truth and to recall to their minds all He had taught them (John 14:26;
16:13).

Christ also metaphorically referred to their apostolic authority as His
spokesmen when He said, “Verily I say unto you, That ye which have
followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of Man shall sit in the
throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the
twelve tribes of Israel” (Matt. 19:28). That period which Christ called
“the regeneration”  referred to  the  gospel  dispensation in  which He
would sit upon David’s throne and the “judging the twelve tribes of
Israel”  by  the  apostles  would  be  concurrent  with  His  reign.  Their
words  would  be  the  standard  by  which  the  people  of  God—called
metaphorically,  “the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel”—would  be  judged  and
regulated  until  Christ  delivers  the  kingdom  to  the  Father  (1  Cor.
15:24). Hence their authority in the church would extend throughout
the gospel dispensation by the word which they delivered in the first
century. That word which is the very Word of God, is unchanged and
unchangeable and through it the apostles of Christ wield authority as
judges of “the twelve tribes of Israel”—the church—today.

JERRY
They who wield this authority from Christ are a special class of men,
as  the  word  apostle indicates.  Like  many  New  Testament  words,
there  is  no  special  religious  significance  inherent  in  it.  It  is  a
combination  of  two  Greek  words—apo which  means  “away  (from
something near)”  and  stello,  meaning “remove one’s  self,  withdraw
one’s self, to depart” (Strong, 14; Thayer, 587). Rendered into English,
the  word  apostle  means  “one  sent,”  i.e.  one  sent  on  a  particular
mission with authority and credentials to perform that for which he is
sent.  Therefore,  one who was an apostle of  Christ  was one sent by
Christ  for  a  particular  purpose  and  endowed  with  authority  to
accomplish that purpose. That concept is described by another word—



ambassador—exclusively applied to Christ’s apostles by Paul himself.
“Now  then  we  are  ambassadors  for  Christ,  as  though  God  did
beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to
God” (2 Cor. 5:20). An ambassador is one endowed by a sovereign
power to speak in that power’s behalf with the ambassador’s words
carrying the same weight as if the sovereign head of state himself were
speaking.

JIM
In his second epistle to the Corinthians, Paul also referred to himself
and the other apostles as “earthen vessels” (2 Cor. 4:7). In that letter,
Paul  also defended his  apostleship,  saying they had been given the
“earnest of the Spirit in our hearts” (1 Cor. 2:22). This “earnest of the
Spirit”  is  an  apostolic  term  that  refers  to  no  one  today,  and  is
connected with Paul’s statement that “we have this treasure in earthen
vessels” (2 Cor. 4:7). At one time, the gospel was in the inspired man
and  that’s  Paul’s  meaning  in  using  the  term  “earthen  vessels”  to
describe the apostles.  But now we have God’s  word in the inspired
Book. Consequently, there are no “earthen vessels” alive today. Those
were  the  apostles  who  had  the  “earnest  of  the  Spirit.”  That  Paul
referred to apostolic inspiration in the use of these terms can be seen
from his use of pronouns in the Second Corinthian letter when he said,
“Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed
us,  is  God: who hath also sealed us,  and given the earnest  of  the
Spirit  in  our  hearts”  (2  Cor.  1:21-22). That  the  words  “anointed,”
“sealed,” and “earnest” apply to Paul and the other apostles is seen in
the contrasting pronouns, “us,” “our,” and “you” in this passage. The
apostles were anointed in Holy Spirit baptism to guide them into all
truth (John 16:12-13). The “earnest of the Spirit” was the truth in the
inspired  man,  and  the  “seal”  of  the  Spirit  were  the  miraculous
manifestations of the Spirit in them to confirm their preaching. When
Paul said, “we have this treasure in earthen vessels,” he didn’t refer to
the preaching of men today, but to the truth that was in the apostles
through  Holy  Spirit  baptism.  He  uses  the  pronouns  “us”  in  2
Corinthians 5:5, “we” in 2 Corinthians 5:11, “us” in 2 Corinthians 5:18,
and  “we”  in  2  Corinthians  5:20,  in  reference  to  the  apostles  as
“ambassadors”  for  Christ.  In  all  of  these  passages,  Paul  refers  to



inspiration in himself. He is not describing men today. There are no
living  “ambassadors  for  Christ”  nor  “earthen  vessels”  today.  Those
terms applied exclusively to men in the age of inspiration.

JERRY
The application of the terms “earnest” and “seal” to the Holy Spirit’s
work  belong  to  the  apostolic  period  when  the  gospel  was  being
revealed in parts and portions and define two necessary aspects of the
gospel scheme of redemption—revelation and confirmation. Purposed
from eternity, the scheme of redemption was a mystery that is now
revealed.  “...how  that  by  revelation  he  made  known  unto  me  the
mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words; whereby, when ye read, ye
may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ,) which in
other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now
revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. (Eph. 3:3-
4).

God’s  plan  could  be  known  only  by  revelation  which  required
inspiration,  and  inspiration  required  confirmation.  The  scheme  of
redemption was revealed in words, (1 Cor. 2:10-13), and confirmed by
signs and wonders. (Heb. 2:1-4). Inspiration was the means God used
to reveal his plan and miraculous gifts of the Spirit were to confirm
that those through whom it was revealed spoke the word of God. This
was  the  function  of  the  Holy  Spirit  whose  work  of  revelation  and
confirmation  is  expressed  in  the  terms  “seal”  and  “earnest.”  The
“earnest  of  the  Spirit”  relates  to  those  gifts  of  partial  revelation  of
which Paul spoke in 1 Corinthians 13 and is used only in 2 Corinthians
1:22; 5:5 and Ephesians 1:14.  From the Greek word  arrhabon,  it  is
defined  as,  “a  pledge,  i.e.  part  of  the  purchase-money  or  property
given in advance as security for the rest: - earnest.” (Strong, 16). That
which was  given  as  an  “earnest”  was  not  the  Holy  Spirit,  but  that
which the Spirit gave and that was partial knowledge of God’s word.
The  earnest  of  the  Spirit  constituted  a  partial  revelation  until  the
“redemption of the purchased possession” which was the completion
of  divine  revelation.  Charity  never  faileth:  but  whether  there  be
prophecies,  they  shall  fail;  whether  there  be  tongues,  they  shall
cease;  whether  there  be  knowledge,  it  shall  vanish  away.  For we



know  in  part,  and  we  prophesy  in  part.  But  when  that  which  is
perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. (1 Cor.
13:8-10).  The partial  revelation of the gospel,  that  was imparted to
Christians in the first  century,  was an earnest  or  pledge of  the full
revelation to come. That partial knowledge would cease when those
parts were gathered into the whole, which Paul styled “that which is
perfect.” The revelation we now possess in the New Testament is the
sum of the parts extant in the apostolic age. The word “perfect” in 1
Corinthians 13:10 means “completeness”  and when the parts of the
mystery were gathered into the whole, the full price was paid of which
the earnest was a pledge. 


