
TSD Online Class - Lesson
The Church And Millenialism

JIM

The kingdom (or church) that God purposed from eternity is a spiritual creation,
designed for the salvation of Jew and Gentile, (Eph. 2:11-22), and Jesus said it 
was “not of this world,” (John 18:36). But, like so many other truths, man has 
corrupted divine teaching on this point. Many would have us believe that Christ 
will return to the earth to reign over a literal kingdom from a throne in 
Jerusalem for a period of 1,000 years. That doctrine is a central point in the false
system known as millennialism or premillennialism. While there are variations 
of thought among those who teach millenialism, their basic doctrine is that just 
prior to the end of the world Christ will return to earth and establish his 
kingdom. This is based on their false premise that Christ came to establish his 
kingdom in His first coming, but established the church instead. They ignore the
statement of Jesus in Matthew 16:18 that the church IS His kingdom. 
Millenialists attempt to prove their theories by lifting passages from the Old 
Testament that deal with the restoration of the Jews to Palestine and applying 
them to the second coming of the Lord. A Biblical understanding of Old 
Testament prophecies relating to the Jews and the kingdom of God will remove 
any millenial notions from the minds of those who love the truth.

There never was and never shall be an uninspired interpretation of prophecy. 
Inspired prophecy requires inspired interpretation. So-called “interpreters” of 
prophecy today are pseudo-seers without the credentials of inspiration. Cultists 
like as Jehovah’s Witnesses, Seventh Day Adventists and others claim to see a 
fulfillment of Bible prophecy in every natural disaster or political upheaval. The  
official organ of the Jehovah’s Witnesses cult, The Watchtower, says that it does 
not pretend to be an inspired prophet, but it claims that it interprets a book of 
prophecy. That claim is false. Without inspiration it is impossible to interpret 
Bible prophecy. When a New Testament writer quoted an Old Testament 
prophecy and said “this is that which was spoken” his application of the 
prophecy was an inspired application and the only correct one. Every writer or 
speaker in the New Testament who interpreted Old Testament prophecy was 
inspired in that interpretation. No inspired interpretation can be made today. 
The age of direct inspiration has passed and the revelation of God has been 
committed to the inspired book, (Jude 3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to 
write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto 
you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was 
once delivered unto the saints.).



The prophecies of the Old Testament were all spoken before, or during the 
return of the Jews from Babylonian captivity and dealt with two basic themes 
growing out of the promises made to Abraham. They prophesied that the 
Messiah would descend from Abraham according to the flesh and Jesus said 
those prophecies were to prepare the Jews for his coming, (John 5:39 Search 
the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they 
which testify of me.). They further prophesied of the Jews restoration to their 
land before the coming of the Messiah and those prophecies were fulfilled in the 
decree of the Persian king Cyrus described in the books of Ezra and Nehemiah. 
There is no prophecy of the Old Testament that has not been fulfilled, whether it 
relates to the restoration of the Jews to Palestine or to the coming of Christ. The 
era of prophecy is past. Foy E. Wallace, Jr. makes a threefold division of the Old 
Testament promises in his work entitled God’s Prophetic Word. “The promises 
of the Old Testament are threefold - the temporal promise to Abraham; the 
restoration promise to Israel; the spiritual promise to all nations. These 
promises have a threefold fulfillment” (p. 104).

JERRY

The land promise to Abraham was fulfilled according to Joshua 21:43-45. “And 
the Lord gave unto Israel all the land which he sware to give unto their 
fathers; and they possessed it, and dwelt therein. And the Lord gave them rest 
round about, according to all that he sware unto their fathers; and there stood 
not a man of all their enemies before them; the Lord delivered all their enemies
into their hand. There failed not aught of any good thing which the the Lord 
had spoken unto the house of Israel; all came to pass.” Everything which God 
had promised to Abraham in Gen. 12:7, regarding his seed’s possession of 
Canaan, was fulfilled when Israel possessed the land under the leadership of 
Joshua and it was declared that all came to pass. Promise number one was 
fulfilled.

The restoration of the Jews to that land was fulfilled in the decree of Cyrus when 
he allowed the captive Jews to return to Judea. That decree is found in the last 
verses of Second Chronicles and in the first verses of Ezra. “Now in the first year
of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord spoken by the mouth of 
Jeremiah might be accomplished, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of
Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it 
also in writing, saying, Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, All the kingdoms of the
earth hath the Lord God of heaven given me; and he hath charged me to build 
him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Who is there among you of all his 
people? The Lord his God be with him, and let him go up” (2 Chron. 36:20-23).



“Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord by the 
mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus 
king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and 
put it also in writing, saying, Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The Lord God of 
heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and he hath charged me to
build him a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Who is there among you of 
all his people? His God be with him and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in 
Judah, and build the house of the Lord God of Israel (he is the God,) which is in 
Jerusalem. And whosoever remaineth in any place where he sojourneth, let the 
men of his place help him with silver, and with gold, and with goods, and with 
beasts, besides the freewill offering that is for the house of God that is in 
Jerusalem. (Ezra 1:1-4).

Jeremiah also foretold Israel’s captivity and restoration. “And this whole land 
shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; and these nations shall serve the 
king of Babylon seventy years... They shall be carried to Babylon and there 
shall they be until the day that I visit them, saith the Lord: then will I bring 
them up, and restore them to this place (Jer. 25:11; 29:22).

Having fulfilled the land promise and restoration promise to the seed of 
Abraham, there remained but one for God to fulfill—that in Abraham and his 
seed would all nations be blessed. That was fulfilled in Christ. “For ye are all the
children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been 
baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in 
Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
according to the promise (Gal. 3:26-29). So, you see, there are no more 
prophecies to be fulfilled concerning the Jews. They were restored to their land 
about 2,500 years ago. There will be no future restoration.

JIM

The threefold purpose of Old Testament prophecy served as a temporary means 
to a permanent end. The land and restoration prophecies served to maintain a 
racial line of descent through which Christ would enter the world. They had no 
other purpose. Every prophecy of old focused upon the Son of God and in Him is
summed up all Old Testament prophecy. (Heb. 1:1-2 “God, who at sundry times 
and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 
hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir
of all things” ). While divine revelation came to man through the prophets in 
previous ages at various times and in fragmented portions, God speaks today 



through Jesus Christ. Hebrews 1:1-2 further declares that Christ is the “heir of all
things.” The “all things” are those things which the prophets spoke. When the 
Christ came in fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy God ceased to speak 
through the prophets and revealed the mystery of the gospel through His Son.

If the kingdom is in existence, and it is because Paul said Christians in the first 
century had been translated into it. (Col. 1:12-13.“Giving thanks unto the 
Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
saints: Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated
us into the kingdom of his dear Son”  Furthermore, John said he was in the
kingdom. “I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, 
and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ...” (Rev. 1:9). the millenial 
theory of a future reign of Christ on earth is false. For that reason, the 
millenialist must explain away Biblical passages dealing with Christ’s present 
reign on his throne, as Peter announced in Acts 2:34-36: “For David is not 
ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The Lord said unto my Lord, 
Sit thou on my right hand, until I make thy foes thy footstool. Therefore let all 
the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, 
whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.”

In their denial that the kingdom has already come, millenialists say that Christ 
intended to establish his kingdom at His first advent but could not do so because
He was rejected by the Jews. Therefore He established the church in place of the 
kingdom and will establish his kingdom when He returns at His second advent. 
That, in a nutshell, is millenial teaching concerning the church and what they 
call the “church age.” They deny that the church and the kingdom the same 
institution. They call the present time the “church age” and the second coming of
Christ will mark the beginning of the “kingdom age,” the conversion of the Jews 
and a literal thousand year reign of Christ on a throne in Jerusalem.

JERRY

The basic error of millenialism is applying the words “church” and “kingdom” to 
different institutions. They are the same thing, according to the Bible, and were 
so used by Jesus. “And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this 
rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 
And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever 
thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven” (Matt. 16:18-19). Jesus indicated that 
the keys of the kingdom fit the church because the church and the kingdom are 
the same thing. Millenialists who say the church was substituted for the 
kingdom because unbelieving Jews foiled God’s purpose are saying mortals 



prevailed against the Almighty. But Jesus said “the gates of hell” or the forces of 
Satan and power of death could not prevent his building it. Yet millenialists say 
the Jews thwarted God’s plan! If the kingdom was postponed and the church 
substituted in its place John and Jesus were liars when they both preached that 
it was “at hand.”

“In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 
and saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of God is at hand” (Matt. 3:1). “Now 
after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel
of the kingdom of God, and saying, the time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God
is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel (Mk. 1:14-15). Their proclamation 
that the kingdom was “at hand” didn’t refer to its establishment in a millenium 
at the end of time. “At hand” meant that it was near—its coming was imminent 
and it would be soon established. Paul used the same terminology when he told 
Timothy that the end of his earthly life was near. “For I am now ready to be 
offered and the time of my departure is at hand,” (2 Tim. 4:6). 

Jesus told some of His hearers that the kingdom would come within their 
lifetime. “Verily I say unto you, that there be some of them that stand here, 
which shall not taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of God come with
power” (Mk. 9:1). If the millenial theory is true, we have people living today who
are about two thousand years old! Jesus said the kingdom would come with 
power and it would come while his hearers were still living and it did come in 
exactly that fashion on the day of Pentecost. (Acts 2).

JIM

The idea that the kingdom was postponed because the unbelieving Jews rejected
Christ is the result of the twisted meanderings of a false theology. Jesus said “my
kingdom is not of this world,” (John 18:36) but millenialists say that’s exactly 
the kind of kingdom Christ intended to establish. Their doctrine entangles them 
in their own web of deception. The Jews were looking for the kind of kingdom 
the millenialists now look for. They expected the Messiah to throw off the yoke 
of Rome and re-establish the throne of David in Jerusalem. Millenialists keep 
company with infidel Jews in their insistence that the kingdom is earthly. They 
reason that the Jews expected an earthly kingdom and that Christ came to 
establish the earthly kingdom which they expected but they rejected Him 
because He came to do what they expected in the first place. Therefore He 
postponed the kingdom until his second coming, at which time He will establish 
that which the Jews expected at His first coming but which He did not establish 
because they rejected Him for attempting to establish the kingdom they wanted 
in the first place! That, in a nutshell, is the nonsense of the millenialist’s 



kingdom postponement theory. Teaching that the kingdom will be established at
Christ’s second coming, millenialism denies the current kingship of Christ, (Acts 
2:36). They have Christ’s coronation on abdication day. When Christ returns He 
won’t receive a kingdom. He will deliver up the kingdom to the Father. “Then 
cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the 
Father; when he shall have put down all rule, and all authority and power. For
he must reign till he hath put all enemies under his feet. The last enemy that 
shall be destroyed is death” (1 Cor. 15:24-26).


