
Online Bible Class, Lesson 2

The First Principles: The Inspired Word?
JIM

The Bible is a book of books (66) by forty different writers who lived in different periods of
history, dealing with one general theme. It is uniquely harmonious. It has continually been
a “best seller.” The Bible is the most printed book in various languages; it is circulated
throughout the world.

Inspiration has to do with the divine guidance of the revelator, a human agent. God in-
spired chosen ones to reveal, through the Holy Spirit, his will without error, and gave them
power to miraculously confirm their message. This claim is made in the Scriptures (see 2
Pet. 1:21; 2 Tim. 3:16; 1 Cor. 2:9-13).

Revelation involves an unveiling — making known — God’s will through human agency.
God revealed his will in various ways — directly, angels, dreams, visions, trance (Heb.
1:1). Revelation involved human agency and language, by an inspired person. We believe
the Bible to be the inspired revelation of God’s will, though many do not believe this, and
even deny it.

We learn from the Scriptures that the word is inspired by God; even the writings of the Old
Testament were written by the inspired men whom God had chosen.
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The New Testament also tells us that this is the case; look at Paul’s words to Timothy:2
Timothy 3:16-17 “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”

So, we learn here the following:

1. All Scripture is inspired by God, and;

2. It is to be applied to our lives.

It is only through the word that we come to know God and Christ, and how we are to live
our lives pleasing to Him, which will ultimately save us, and through His grace, attain a
home in heaven.

“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword,
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Neither is there any creature that is
not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with
whom we have to do” (Heb. 4:12-13).
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From this passage we recognize the following:

1. The Word is relevant.

2. The Word cuts, as compared to a scalpel, capable of cutting the “cancer” of sin out of
our lives.



“Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For
the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost” (2 Pet. 1: 20-21).

From this we notice that the Holy Spirit inspired the men who wrote the books of the Bible,
so man has no right to a “private interpretation” of it. There is a saying where I come from:
“God said it; I believe it; that settles it.” God “said it” through those men He inspired, and
whether or not we believe it, it is already settled. As Christians, we need to teach these
principles to those we know, and to those who ask, because it is upon these words that our
very souls rest. We read in John 8:31-32 what Jesus told the Jews of his day, “Then said
Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my
disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
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Our guide is neither intellectual belief, nor our own feelings. Everyone must have, and
follow, the teachings of Jesus in order to be a true disciple. Sincerity does not equal truth;
sincerely religious people can be wrong. It is only through study that we come to know the
will of God for us. There are a lot of traditions that men follow today, in the same way that
man always seemed to think that his way was better during the time that Jesus lived
among men. As we have seen from the Scriptures above, the word of God is all that is
needed; yet, men today still hold fast to things they have been incorrectly taught.
Jesus Christ made it clear that the traditions of men are not to be followed:

“Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which were of Jerusalem, saying, Why do thy
disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? For they wash not their hands when they eat
bread. But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the command-
ment of God by your tradition? For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and
mother: and, He that curseth father or mother, let him die the death. But ye say, Whoso-
ever shall say to his father or his mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be
profited by me; And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye
made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition. Ye hypocrites, well did
Esaias prophesy of you, saying, This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and
honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain they do worship
me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men” (Mt. 15:1-9).

From this passage we discover that we must not hold fast to traditions or creeds, because
worship according to tradition, superseding the Word of God, is worship that is in vain.
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The fact that the Bible has continued despite the concerned, organized efforts to discredit
and destroy it, while all other great literary works have perished or become unknown,
strongly suggests that someone, with the power to make it so, purposed and said, “My
word shall not pass away.” The writers of Scripture were men who did live and write of
what they saw and heard from the original source, claimed to speak for God being guided
by the Holy Spirit, and had the power to prove their message was from God by the miracles
which they did.

The unity of the Bible has long been a marvel to serious students. It was written by some
40 writers over different periods of world history, dealing with one general theme (the



redemption of fallen man by the grace of God through the promised Messiah), yet there is
not a single contradiction or false statement in their combined writings. Of course, enemies
of the Bible have pointed to many seeming contradictions and apparent errors, but careful
examination has proved each assumption to be nothing more than just that.

Prophecy and its fulfillment ever stand as proof of inspiration and credibility. Prophecies
concerning persons, places, and events hundreds of years in the future, even naming
persons and places, were all fulfilled and confirmed by secular history. Not one failed or
was proven to be inaccurate.


