
Online Bible Class, Lesson 1

The First Principles: Who Is God?

Jim
Over the years, many articles, books, lessons etc., have been written on the “First
Principles.” However, I have found that over the years these principles are being

taught and studied less and less. In preparing for this series of articles I have

gone back and reread and studied for myself some of what has been written over
the years on this topic. With all that we face today in this world, and with all that

is needed to be spoken relating to the times, I think we far too often forget that it

is just as important to teach the basics on a regular basis. How are we going to
reach out and bring the Gospel to others if we do not keep our skills honed and

sharp? It is my belief that the First principle should be taught every couple of

years, and more often for congregations that have a larger turnover in their as-
semblies. There does come a time when Christians are to get off the “milk of the

word” and move on to the “solid food of the word.” Still, it never hurts to review

these principles and apply them as necessary. Hebrews 5:12 “For when for the
time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be

the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of

milk, and not of strong meat.” We have all read this passage before, and it is just
as true today as when it was first written. Even those who are what we would call

“strong in the word” sometimes need to be reminded.

Jerry
When most people talk about the “First Principles” there seems to be an order
they like to follow, which usually goes something like this, with a few variations:
Love for God; the essence of Christianity; the word of God; discipleship; the
concept of sin; the cross; salvation (part 1) – repentance; salvation (part 2) –
baptism; the church; counting the cost; and, living faithfully. All of these are
correct, and part of the First Principles, but in this series we will go a little deeper,
even if it takes a while, because it is very important when you’re teaching your
own children and others, or even learning yourself, just what it is that our God
wants from us. So, with that said, let’s get started, Jim.

Jim
Who Is God?

I believe that it is the most fundamental of all the principles, which we learn
from the Bible, that there is a God, that He has always existed, and that He will
always exist. God is real. He exists in three separate personalities called the
“Godhead,” and all creation comes from and through Him. This is a basic expla-
nation, but it is vital that we know and believe this so that we can teach others.



Maybe you remember as a child asking your parents “Who Is God?” Perhaps
your child/children have asked you, or maybe even someone with whom you
have come into contact has asked you. It is really the first fundamental question
asked; it is also the first principle that we all need to learn and believe. Once this
is established, then you can begin to move forward in your teaching efforts. Let
us look at what the Bible tells us, that we may clearly give an explanation to any
who ask.

Jerry
From the very outset we learn in Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning God created the
heaven and the earth.” So, right off the bat we learn that God is the Creator.
Everything that is, He created. In Genesis 14:22, Abraham calls God “the pos-
sessor of heaven and earth.” This indicates God’s ownership of his creation.
Nehemiah states, “You have made heaven, the heaven of heavens with all their
host, the earth and all things on it, the seas and all that is in them” (Neh. 9:6).
We can clearly see that our very existence is dependent upon God, since He is
the Creator. We learn from the Book of Revelation that God always has been,
and always will be. He said, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and
the end, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty” (Rev. 1:8).
Jesus tells us that God is a spirit – an eternal, everlasting and never-ending
being (Jn. 4:24).

Jim
As we study our Bibles we can learn that God has control of all things, and that
He sees all things. In the Old Testament we see God at work through His proph-
ets; we see nations rise and fall under the power of God; we see that there is
nothing that happens about which God does not know. God preserves heaven
and earth and all things on it (Neh. 9:6). Think about this: Jesus said of spar-
rows, “…not one of them falls to the ground apart from your Father’s will” (Mt.
10:29). The simple fact is that God is aware of the minutest details of His cre-
ation, which should show us that He is in control. In Luke 12:7 we are told by the
Lord that “The very hairs of your head are all numbered.” If God knows and
sees even the most insignificant things, shouldn’t we live our lives knowing that
He is right at our side with every step we take? God is all-powerful and will judge
our deeds when this life is over. Should we not be concerned with how we live
and where we stand in relation to Him? Solomon said, “Let us hear the conclu-
sion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the
whole duty of man. For God will bring every work into judgment, including
every secret thing, whether it is good or whether it is evil” (Eccl. 12:13-14). It is
vital that you, and those you teach, understand the awesome power and love of
God toward us. There are always going to be those who do not believe in God,
and will rest in their theory of evolution or mysticism or some other “‘Ism.”



Jerry
We need to understand and remember what is taught in First Samuel 6:20,
“…who is able to stand before this holy Lord God?” God is holy. He is without
fault or blame. There is no sin or guile to be found in Him. God takes no pleasure
in wickedness, nor shall evil dwell with him. He hates all workers of iniquity. He
will destroy liars, abhors the bloodthirsty and the deceitful (Ps. 5:4-6). God does
not like it when man is unrighteous and sinful. He hates sin. “God is light, and in
him is no darkness at all” (1 Jn. 1:5). Evil cannot dwell with God, thus He made
a way for sinful man to be reconciled from his sins by the sacrifice of the pure
and sinless Messiah, “who bore our sins…on the tree” (1 Pet. 2:24). Moreover,
we must understand that God is not like man. God indicted Israel because they
thought so, and following a series of indictments in Psalms 50, He said, in verse
21, “These things hast thou done, and I kept silence; thou thoughtest that I was
altogether such a one as thyself; but I will reprove thee, and set them in order
before thine eyes.” Do not ever think God can be described as man.

Jim
We can get even more in depth on all of these studies of the First Principles. I
hope that each of you will open your Bibles and continue to study. These First
Principles need to be taught and re-taught from time to time, and the more I talk
with people today the more I have realized that it is time, once again, to review
them. Till next our next lesson, please continue to study.


