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Our Writing Staff

Jim Miller

Jim Miller: Preacher at the Gray, church of Christ semi -retired, publisher, writer, editor.
A member of the Lords church since 1985. Preached in NC, TN, KY, and Maine. Two 
years Co-hosting Bible Talk Radio. Owner of Keys Of The Kingdom magazine and 
website. 

Michael Hatcher

Michael Hatcher: Preacher Bellview Church of Christ http://www.bellviewcoc.com 
August 1994 to present · Pensacola, Florida. Preacher of the Gospel since the mid 1970s. 
Preached for the Bellview Church of Christ since 1994. While with Bellview, edited 
monthly publication "Defender," and weekly bulletin "Beacon." Directed the Bellview 
Annual Lectureship since 1995 along with editing the book of the lectures. 

Dub McClish

H. W. (Dub) McClish: Preached first sermon in June 1954 at Boise, Idaho, at age 16. 
After 35 years of work as local preacher in 5 states (the last 12 years of which were with 
the Pearl St. Congregation, Denton, TX), began work under oversight of Pearl Street 
elders in 1992, devoting time to combined works of Gospel meetings, mission trips, and 
lectureships and to writing and editing sound Biblical materials. 

Jerry Brewer

 Jerry Brewer was born in Childress, Texas in 1941 and was baptized into Christ by O. M. 
Curry in 1954. He attended the Elk City, Okla. School of Preaching, directed by W. R. 
Craig, in 1969-70 and has done local work in Oklahoma and Texas. He has made three 
trips to Kenya to preach and teach in the Kalamindi School of Preaching. He currently 
preaches for the Northeast church of Christ in Elk City, Okla., where he has been for 19 
years. He has authored a commentary on Galatians, and formerly published "The Gospel 
Preceptor," a monthly paper. He is married to the former Sherlene Holley of Carter, 
Okla. They have six children, and 17 grandchildren. 

If you would like to be a guest writer for TKOK you may contact me at 
jfmiller61@gmail.com. 

To announce up coming events like Gospel Meetings, Lectures, Singing events 
etc… Just use the email link above to contact me. Please feel free to tell others 
and have them sign up for their copy today. Use this link to join the mailing list. 
http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom/?page_id=1316 . 

 May God Bless You.      Jim and the Staff
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Editor's Notes

New live bible classes started Sept. 28th.  Each Thursday evening starting at 6pm.
Click the link below to learn more.
http://jfmiller.com/onlineclass

New Release

Back on November 27th of 2015 I published the book “The Journey” How Larry 
Became A Christian. I was published first as a Kindle book. On December 21st of 
2016 I published it as a paperback. This book was written in story format to 
teach others how to become a Christian and be added to the Lord's church. My 
intent and hope was and still is that this book would be passed along as a gift or 
used as a teaching tool to bring others to Christ. I have just published the 
companion book “The Journey Continues” The Christian Life (Faithful Unto 
Death). This book teaches the new Christian what is necessary to do to stay in a 
saved condition and inherit a home in heaven. On the next page you will find 
links to both books in Kindle and paperback format. These would make valuable 
gifts for your loved one's or friends this Xmas or at anytime for that matter. 
Please feel free to go check them out and may God richly bless you.
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The Journey

The Journey, How Larry Became A Christian. Available in both Kindle and
Paperback. Get yours today, buy one for a friend, Use this book to teach others

the truth about being saved. Easy to understand and packed with truth.

Paperback Click here      Kindle Version Click here

The Journey Continues

Paperback Click Here      Kindle Version Click here
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Willful Ignorance

Jim Miller
Gray, Maine

Willful ignorance has been a bane on God’s people since before the time of 
Christ, and it continues till today. It is much easier to sit and listen to a preacher 
tell you all the things you want to hear rather than having a desire to hear all the 
Oracles of God. There are many today who refuse to retain God in their 
knowledge (Romans 1:28). They choose to ignore completely the way of the Lord
because they know it teaches of that certain day of reckoning and of a fiery 
indignation (Hebrews 10:26–27). This will to sin kills all desire for any 
knowledge of God. 

Paul explained it this way in Romans 1:20–25:
 
       For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being 

understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they
are without excuse: Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, 
neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was 
darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, And changed the glory of 
the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and 
fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness 
through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: 
Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more 
than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.

One of the most dangerous things I hear Christians say today is, “Let me ask my 
preacher.” This statement clearly shows their ignorance of God's Word. Any 
Christian worth his salt knows we are to be ready to give an answer to those who 
ask: “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an 
answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with 
meekness and fear” (1 Pet. 3:15). 

Some who are religious remain ignorant. You may ask how that can be? This fact
can be explained by reading Romans 10:1-3:
 
       Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they might be saved. For I 

bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. For they 
being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own 
righteousness, have not submitted themselves to the righteousness of God.
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 Such persons have access to the New Testament, yet willfully remain ignorant of
God's plan. They come to the Word with preconceived notions and ideas of their 
own, expecting God to bend to their will instead of their bending to His. They are
pleased and very happy with their own plan. They will become offended when 
their errors are pointed out to them.

Far too many even in the church today (who claim to be religious) follow human 
leaders and worship God in vain. Jesus warned: 

       But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men…. 
Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up. Let them 
alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into
the ditch (Matthew 15:9, 13–14). 

Many people have a righteousness of their own, and have closed their eyes to 
anything that conflicts with their tradition. This attitude is common in every 
generation (Matthew 5:10–12; Luke 6:26; Acts 7:52). Hosea cried out for God, 
"My people are destroyed for a lack of knowledge…" (Hosea 4:6). As earlier 
noted, Paul wrote about people who had a "zeal of God, but not according to 
knowledge" (Romans 10:2). 

Ignorance enslaves people to a sinful life, and many folks are willfully ignorant 
because they enjoy the things of the world, and a knowledge of God would create
guilt. There are NO excuses for a lack of knowledge, as we have before us the 
Word of God, which tells us:

       According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and 
godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: Whereby 
are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be 
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through 
lust (2 Peter 1:3–4).

Any Influence on others that we might have is destroyed by a lack of knowledge.
Knowledge is needed in order that we might teach others, whether by word or by
example. Knowledge is power; ignorance is impotence. Without knowledge our 
influence for good is destroyed. As previously seen, when the blind attempt to 
lead the blind, both fall into the ditch (Matthew 15:14).

Let us put forth the facts: The man or woman who does not know the Word of 
God does not want to know the Word of God, but it is "…because thou hast 
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rejected knowledge" (Hosea 4:6). People do not know the Word of God today, at 
least in our nation, because they have rejected and neglected God's Divine Word.
They have chosen to worship materialism, entertainment, society, and/or other 
things and have rejected the Word of God (2 Thessalonians 2:10).

Ignorance of the Bible can clearly be seen in all of the conflicting doctrines that 
are propagated in the name of the Lord. False doctrines are believed by gullible 
people who take the word of a man above that of God. Knowledge of God’s 
Word, “rightly divided,” would enable people to recognize error and reject it, as 
Paul admonished Timothy: “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a 
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 
Timothy 2:15). Folks should be examining what they hear in light of Bible 
teaching (Acts 17:11).

Ignorance of the Bible can again be seen clearly today in the prevalence of sin. 
Adultery, homosexuality, and drunkenness run rampant in today's society. This 
wickedness is a disgrace, shame, and tragedy! People actually believe they can 
live such lives with impunity, but not so (Romans 6:23; Galatians 6:7).

Paul said, "For I am not ashamed of the gospel: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek"
(Romans 1:16). The Gospel will accomplish what God wants accomplished. It is 
the only message that will make men what they need to be, namely Christians. 
No other power on earth can equal God's power. The messages of men always 
fail and fall short.

Peter said, "Seeing that his divine power hath granted unto us all things that 
pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that called us by 
his own glory and virtue" (2 Peter 1:3). God's power is seen in creation (3:5), in 
punishment of the wicked world by the flood (v. 6), and will be seen in 
terminating the world in which we live (vv. 7–12). These things were and will be 
accomplished at God's Word. Remember, the Bible provides information on "all 
things that pertain unto life and godliness." Man needs direction and guidance 
for life (Jeremiah 10:23). Men who are lost in ignorance need to be enlightened. 
Jesus said, "And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free" 
(John 8:32). Knowledge of the Truth is essential (1 Timothy 2:4). The Bible also 
provides needed motivation: "In meekness correcting them that oppose 
themselves; if peradventure God may give them repentance unto the knowledge 
of the truth" (2 Timothy 2:25).
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Willful ignorance leads to sin—and sin to death in a fiery hell. We live in a world 
that says, “I want what I want,” but I am afraid that when such worldlings finally
get to the end of their days they will get what they deserve—and because of 
willful ignorance, it will NOT be what they expect at all.

Till next we meet, God bless.

E-Sword

e-Sword is a fast and effective way to study the Bible. e-Sword is feature rich and
user friendly with more capabilities than you would expect in a free Bible app. 
The fact that e-Sword is free is just one of the blessings and does not speak of the
quality of the app. Below you'll find a list of features that you will discover helps 
make Bible study both enjoyable and enriching. Get it here
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Commentary On And Review Of  
k.C. Moser’s 

The Way Of Salvation And The Gist Of Romans
Part 1

Dub McClish
Denton, Texas

Introduction

This chapter reviews two, rather than one book, both by the late K.C. 
Moser: The Way of Salvation and The Gist of Romans). The rationale for this 
dual review is the close relationship of the content of these books to each other, 
although published a quarter-century apart (The Way of Salvation  in 1932; The
Gist of Romans in 1957). The first book was essentially a compilation of material
from his numerous articles published in Firm Foundation between 1922 and 
1932. The Gist of Romans was Moser’s response to a commentary on Romans, 
written mainly in response to The Way of Salvation (to which circumstance I 
will devote more attention subsequently). The theme of both of Moser’s books 
(indeed of his life) was that emphasis upon the “plan of salvation” was 
“legalistic” and nullifies the doctrine of salvation by grace. Moser was a 
pioneering “grace-only” advocate.

Who Was K.C. Moser?
Kenney Carl Moser entered this world January 23, 1893, on his parents’ 

farm near Johnson City, Texas. His father, J.S. Moser, a Texas and Oklahoma 
preacher/farmer (very common for those times), baptized K.C. when he was 19. 
After teaching 5 years in a one-room school, he enrolled in old Thorp Spring 
Christian College, near Granbury, Texas, as a preacher student in 1915. He  
preached his first sermon that same year. By 1918, Moser was on the Thorp 
Spring faculty as a music teacher.  

His first full-time preaching work was in Normangee, Texas, beginning in 
1919. Over the next four decades, he preached for ten or more congregations in 
Texas and Oklahoma, eventually retiring in Oklahoma City. In 1964, although 
Moser was 71, F.W. Mattox, then president of Lubbock Christian College and 
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long-time Moser friend, called him out of retirement to join the school’s Bible 
faculty. After a tenure of eight years, he retired a second time and died in 1976 at
the age of 83.

Publication History
Moser’s first published article appeared in Firm Foundation in 1919, when 

he was 26 years old. The next year, Gospel Advocate carried one of his articles 
for the first time, but the greatest proliferation of his material appeared in the 
former paper. Between 1919 and 1932, only ten of his articles appeared in 
Gospel Advocate, while thirty-nine of them made their appearance in Firm 
Foundation.

While Moser’s articles ranged broadly in subject matter, as early as 1922 
he introduced what was to be the great emphasis (if not hobby) of his 
subsequent preaching, writing, and teaching efforts, namely: Emphasis by 
Gospel preachers upon the plan of salvation constitutes “legalism” and nullifies 
the doctrine of salvation by grace. This theme dominated his articles in the 
1920s and 1930s and became the mantra of both of his books, along with several 
tracts. 

A Glance at the Books
The Way of Salvation

My copy bears the inscription, “Faithfully,” and was autographed by the 
author as a gift to my late father-in-law, B.B. James. (While he and I never 
discussed Moser and his doctrine that I can recall, it is not in the realm of 
possibility that he agreed with the Moser emphasis.) The book was originally 
published by Gospel Advocate Company, Nashville, Tennessee, a great irony as 
we shall later see.

The Way of Salvation is a small book of only 174 pages, divided into a 
Preface (by Cled E. Wallace),  a Review (by G.C. Brewer, which was published in 
Gospel Advocate, May 11, 1933, and was included in second and subsequent 
editions, of which my copy is one), followed by 9 chapters, with the following 
headings:

Chapter 1—The Need of Redemption
Chapter 2—The Way of Salvation
Chapter 3—The Justification of Abraham
Chapter 4—Repentance and Faith
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Chapter 5—Confession and Baptism
Chapter 6—The Righteousness of God
Chapter 7—The Gift of the Holy Spirit
Chapter 8—Sanctification
Chapter 9—Worship

The Gist of Romans is even smaller, containing only 136 pages. The brief 
(2-page) Preface is followed by a 16-page Introduction, in which Moser sets forth
twelve items he believes are crucial to understanding salvation (e.g., the 
meaning of salvation, qualifications of the Savior, conditions of salvation , grace 
and mercy, faith, trust, et al.). This book is by no means a commentary in the 
traditional sense of exposition of each verse, as signaled by the fact that Moser 
titled it The Gist of Romans. The bulk of the book consists of the author’s 
comments on only selected verses (those which he strings together to fit his 
doctrinal position) from each of the 16 chapters of the epistle, followed by 2 
pages of Concluding Remarks.

I will quote numerous passages from both books that will illustrate his 
principal doctrinal errors. Concerning only a few of these I will present some 
refutation. I need not provide more detailed refutation because another brother, 
contemporary with Moser and far more capable than I, has already soundly 
refuted his principal errors, as I shall discuss later. 

Some General Observations
While Moser is not what I would call a good wordsmith, he writes plainly 

enough to get his point across. He has obviously done so, for the effects of his 
doctrine can be seen far and wide, especially since the rise of liberalism among 
brethren beginning in the 1960s. When one reads one of these books, he hardly 
needs to read the other, for their themes and emphases are one. In The Gist of 
Romans, Moser  uses the chapter divisions of Romans (especially chapters 1–11) 
as the structural device for the doctrinal thrust he set forth in The Way of 
Salvation. In many instances he does little more than quote himself from the 
first book to the second. The principal difference between the two is this: Moser 
wrote The Way of Salvation as the crystallization of his doctrinal emphasis 
between 1922–32 (which emphasis he vigorously promoted the rest of his life). 
He apparently wrote The Gist of Romans in an effort to counteract the damage a 
1945 commentary on Romans, written in large part in answer to his The Way of 
Salvation, did to his doctrinal contentions. Since Moser’s two books are so 
parallel in content, most of the material I will quote will be from The Way of 
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Salvation.

Faithful brethren can heartily “Amen” some things in both books. His 
material on the action involved in baptism is as good as one would hope to find 
in a few words (Way 81–84). In his chapter on Sanctification, Moser makes 
worthy comments relative to discerning good and evil and church discipline 
(Way 162–64). While by no means agreeing with his comments on the meaning 
of spirit and truth in John 4:24, nevertheless, his statements relative to worship 
versus formality and to attitudes that are conducive to worship are good (Way 
167–68).

Moser relies heavily on modern speech paraphrases and free-wheeling 
one-man “versions” to shore up his contentions (e.g., Moffatt, Goodspeed, 
Weymouth, 20th Century New Testament), which reliance raises a red flag to 
careful Bible students. For example, to reinforce his ill-founded contention on 
the justifying effects of believing and confessing one’s faith on the basis of 
Romans 10:10 (a contention that would make any faith-only advocate jump for 
joy), he quotes the modernist James Moffatt’s translation: “For with the heart 
man believes and is justified, with his mouth he confesses and is saved” (Way 
109). Had the New International Version of the New Testament been available 
in 1932 (published in 1973), Moser could (and likely would) have used it to the 
same end. It renders Romans 10:10 very much after the fashion of Moffatt: “For 
it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth 
that you confess and are saved.” 

Grace and Law, Faith and Works
The crux of both of Moser’s books is his complaint that the relationships 

between grace and law and faith and works were being misconstrued and 
erroneously taught by most brethren of his time. This theme is closely 
intertwined with that of antinomianism, discussed below, but it is so prominent 
in Moser’s theology that it deserves separate notice. He charges brethren with 
preaching a graceless “gospel” that legalistically relies upon compliance with law
for justification. He therefore labors mightily and constantly to counteract this 
perceived error. Note the following examples:

And in the third [i.e., passage, Rom. 11:6] it is found that grace excludes
works. This is so because the principle of grace and the principle of 
works are not compatible…. These two principles are everywhere 
represented as exact opposites (Way 36). 
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It is forgotten that grace and works are naturally opposed… (Way 39).

Strange that men will plead for a doctrine [i.e., that we are under Divine
law in the Gospel age] that makes void the grace of God and seals their 
own condemnation. But they are still doing it! (Way 52).

Grace and faith mutually imply each other, as do law and works; and 
grace and works, as well as law and faith, mutually exclude each other 
(Way  53).

But Jesus did not bring law, nor did Moses bring grace (Gist xi, emph. 
in orig.).

Law brings obligations; grace brings a Savior” (Gist xviii, emph. in 
orig.)

The legalist glories in law, human righteousness, and rituals until he 
learns of Christ, grace, faith, and the spiritual. The law becomes 
“refuse” (Gist 1).

Mercy annuls the operation of law, just as law makes void mercy. The 
principles of law and grace cannot exist together (Gist 17).

These are but samples of a multitude of Moser’s expressions on the same 
theme. Part of his excitement over this subject stemmed from his own 
misconceptions of the Truth, and part of it came from his erection of doctrinal 
“straw men” that did not and do not actually exist.

Calvinistic Inclinations
While we cannot describe Moser as an ultra-Calvinist, we may correctly 

characterize him (along with many who have come along in more recent years) 
as at least a “semi-Calvinist.” That is, he has (as other brethren since him—and 
perhaps because of him—have) adopted significant parts of Calvin’s theological 
system, sort of a “Calvinism-lite.” Moser’s Calvinistic leanings include 
antinomianism, imputed righteousness, and the direct influence of the Holy 
Spirit, as the following examples demonstrate:

Antinomianism

One does not read much from either of Moser’s books before encountering 
what becomes a constant drumbeat that lambastes “legalism” and “legalists.” 
His definition and use of these terms smacks loudly of  Calvinistic 
antinomianism. Antinomianism consists of rejection of or opposition to law 
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(from the compound of two Greek words, anti–against and nomos–law).  John 
Calvin’s five-point doctrinal system includes the doctrines of unconditional 
election and irresistible grace. A third point of his theology is perseverance of the
saints, which holds that those among the elect cannot be lost, regardless of their 
convictions or behavior. These terrible triplets deny the need for and/or the 
efficacy of human works of obedience in response to Divine commands (i.e., 
law). Per Calvinism, man’s salvation is all up to God, which He foreordained 
person-by-person. Men can (and need) do nothing to effect their own salvation. 
Thus Calvinism logically makes Divine law to which men are accountable 
irrelevant. Calvinism is therefore antinomian by definition. 

In theological terms, the polar opposite of antinomianism is legalism, 
which emphasizes the human works of law-keeping (rather than faith in Christ’s 
atonement and in God's grace) as the pre-eminent principle and means of 
redemption. Dedicated and knowledgeable Bible students cannot accept either 
legalism or antinomianism: Abraham was not saved by his works (of perfectly 
keeping God’s law) (Rom. 4:1–4); Abraham was saved by works (of obedience to
God’s law) (Jam. 2:21–24). Both Paul and James use this patriarch’s justification
by God as a pattern of justification for all who will be saved in every age.

Denominational liberals pejoratively hurl legalist at anyone who dares 
question their Scripture-wresting pronouncements relative to grace and 
obedience to Divine law. Moser blazed the trail for recent generations of liberals 
in the church, likewise pejoratively casting as “legalists” all who did not 
subscribe to his redefinition of legalism: 

1. Emphasis upon the New Testament as “law” (in spite of the fact that inspired
writers so describe it: Rom. 8:2; 1 Cor. 9:21; Gal. 6:2; Jam. 1:25; 2:12) 

2. Emphasis upon the necessity of obedience to the New Testament in order to 
be saved (in spite of the fact that the New Testament emphasizes it: Mat. 
7:21–23; Luke 6:46; 2 The. 1:7–9; Heb. 5:8–9; Jam. 1:22; 1 John 2:3–6; et 
al.).

3. Emphasis upon the New Testament “plan of salvation” (in spite of the fact 
that the New Testament sets forth such a plan, apart from which none can be
saved, as exemplified in such passages as Mark 16:16 and in the accounts of 
conversion in Acts). 

The following citations are representative of Moser’s numerous 
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fulminations against what he styles as “legalism”:

The legalistic error he [Paul] was fighting ruled Christ out entirely…. 
Strange that men will plead for a doctrine that makes void the grace of 
God and seals their own condemnation. But they are still doing it! (Way
52).

But Christianity is not a legalistic system consisting of law and works, 
but a system of grace, the blessings of which are conditioned on faith 
(Way 67).

Furthermore, if saving faith precedes repentance, then faith is nothing 
more than belief of facts. This is legalistic faith, and necessarily places 
man under law (Way 68).

Instead of James (1:25) saying that man under Christ is under a pure 
legalistic system that enslaves, he is particular to assert that he is under 
a “perfect law, the law of liberty” (Way 74).

Still others imagine the power of the blood has been transferred to a 
plan. This is to degenerate Christianity into a crude legalism. Absolutely
nothing is to be gained with thinking people by such absurd positions.  
The Bible offers no excuse for them (Way 107).

It would be most difficult to find a more unphilosophical and 
unscriptural theory than that Christ arbitrarily selected certain things 
as conditions of salvation. This is a modern discovery! It was begotten 
by a legalistic conception of Christianity (Gist xi).

A poor “salesman” sells sinners on “terms of pardon,” instead of Christ. 
Inspired “salesmen” sold Christ as Savior, not the conditions leading to
him. They converted sinners to Christ, not to a “law of pardon” (Gist 
xviii, emph. in orig.).

“Schemes” and “plans” legalistically conceived avail nothing. Sinners 
need Christ (Gist 8, emph. in orig.).

A spiritual death to sin, a spiritual resurrection with Christ, and a trust 
in the blood of Christ, rather than a talismanic performance of certain 
“steps,” make one a child of God (Gist 14).

As with all Calvinists (or those infected with this element of Calvinism), 
Moser fails to see his glaring inconsistency regarding the relationship between 
law, sin, grace, and justification. He despises any concept of justification of 

The Keys Of The Kingdom 16



sinners that involves law, and constantly (in both of his books) turns to Paul’s 
Romans letter for his proof-texts. He utterly misses (or ignores) the 
incontrovertible (both theologically and logically) principle this same Paul 
stated repeatedly in Romans, that sin does not exist in the absence of law:

But where there is no law, neither is there transgression (4:15b).

But sin is not imputed when there is no law (5:13b).

For apart from the law sin is dead (7:8b).

The concepts of justification, grace, guilt, and sin are all meaningless if 
men are freed from all law by and under the Gospel. The need for grace, 
predicated upon the need for justification, is nonexistent apart from the guilt of 
sin. But, as Paul sets forth explicitly above (and as the Bible teaches implicitly 
everywhere), it is impossible to sin (i.e., transgress God’s law [1 John 3:4]) 
where no law exists. So here we logically and Scripturally have all of the 
antinomians by the throat —whether in the era of Augustine, Calvin, Moser, or 
ours: No law—no sin, no sin—no guilt, and thus nothing from which to be 
justified, which justification predicates the need for God’s grace. Moser and his 
type constantly intone that law and grace, as oil and water, do not mix; law 
keeping voids the grace of God, her avers. Bible students fully acknowledge this 
truth—if this statement is taught as the Bible teaches it. However, Moser 
and friends never “get it” that their crusade against even the idea of the 
existence of spiritual law under Christ completely voids the grace of God by 
destroying any need for it. Antinomianism thus implies universal 
salvation.

Imputed Righteousness

Yet another Calvinistic doctrine in which Moser dabbles is imputed 
righteousness. Calvinism holds that the perfect personal righteousness of Christ 
is transferred or imputed to the sinner when he attains “saving faith.” By this 
means, in Calvin’s system, the erroneously alleged depravity the sinner inherited
from all the way back to Adam is cancelled, and he instantly becomes perfectly 
righteous and incapable of further sin. A phrase in one of the hymns we 
frequently sing likely is a reflection of this dogma in the mind of the song-writer:
“Dressed in His righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the throne.” 
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Moser’s statement of this heresy is as follows:

Attention has already been called to the importance of the principle of 
imputation under Christ. Just as the disobedience of Adam is imputed 
to the whole human race, so is the obedience of Christ imputed to those 
who have faith in him. We die, not because of personal sins, but because
of our fleshly relationship to him who represented the whole race. Just 
so we live—not because of personal, subjective righteousness, but 
because of faith in Christ. That is, Adam’s sin becomes the sin of all 
mankind—“for that all sinned.” And the obedience of Christ becomes 
the righteousness of the believer. The believer does not have to depend 
upon his own imperfect obedience. He pleads the obedience of Christ. 
Christ is his righteousness (Way 118).

Direct Operation of the Holy Spirit

Moser titles one of his chapters in The Way of Salvation, “The Gift of the 
Holy Spirit.” After devoting the first few pages thereof to setting forth the 
doctrine of the personal indwelling of the Holy Spirit (with which I agree), he 
then discusses “The Function of the Indwelling Spirit,” followed by a discussion 
of “The Fruit of the Spirit.” He very plainly teaches the Spirit’s direct help, apart 
from and in addition to His Word, by means of His indwelling. As many 
brethren do (both among those who deny as well as those affirm the personal 
indwelling of the Spirit), Moser apparently assumes without warrant the 
following equation: Personal indwelling of the Spirit = Direct operation of the 
Spirit. Note some of Moser’s statements to this effect: 

The Holy Spirit is given the child of God for the purpose of crucifying 
lust and thus enabling man to live righteously (Way 71).

It is called the “law of the Spirit” [Rom. 8:2] because the Spirit in man is
the source of this new tendency toward righteousness (Way 73).

By means of the indwelling spirit, then the deeds of the body are put to 
death…. The “mind of the flesh” is over come, and, by means of the 
spirit, the child of God possesses the “mind of the Spirit” (Way 135).

The flesh is crucified by means of the Spirit, since the conflict that gave 
the victory was between the flesh and the Spirit. Here, then, is plenty of 
work for “the Spirit of God that dwelleth in you” (Way 136).
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In designating the Spirit as the source of these graces [Gal. 5:22–23], 
the apostle does not mean to separate the fruit of the Spirit from the 
person’s effort in whom the Spirit dwells. The person being influenced 
by the Spirit brings forth these graces. They are the work of both man 
and the Spirit, but primarily of the Spirit, because he incites them 
(Way, pp. 138–39).

Hence the leading of the Spirit contemplated in our text (Rom. 8:14) is 
the incitement to righteousness of the indwelling Spirit. It is man who 
produces the “fruit of the Spirit.” But it is the man who is ruled by the 
Spirit “that dwelleth in you,” just as the man who is dominated by the 
“law of sin” fulfills the lust of the flesh…. Let us not be afraid that we 
shall be robbed of the glory of overcoming the devil! It does not belong 
to us (Gist p. 82).

One is made to wonder if Moser might be one of the great influences in 
Mac Deaver’s departure from the Truth into the “never-never land” of direct 
operation of the Holy Spirit he has been trumpeting since 1996. Had I not 
provided context and citation of sources for the foregoing quotations, it is most 
likely that knowledgeable brethren would have opined that they came from 
Deaver’s pen. As must all who advocate the Spirit’s direct impact and influence 
(“incitement,” ala Moser) in leading the Christian into paths of righteousness, 
Moser sees and seeks to deflect one of the great problems of his error: If the 
Spirit is “primarily” responsible for the Christian’s right behavior, He (not His 
host) deserves the credit (“glory,” ala Moser). However, all of these “direct-
operation” advocates refuse to grapple with the other side of that coin: If the 
Christian misbehaves, the Spirit deserves the blame. By their doctrine, the Saint 
who hears, “Depart from me,” from the Righteous Judge, may rightly plead, “But
Lord, it’s the Spirit’s fault; He didn’t provide enough strength when I was 
tempted.” While the New Testament teaches that the Spirit strengthens us and 
bears fruit in us (Eph. 3:16; Gal. 5:22–23), but He does so through His Word 
(Eph. 6:10–17; Col. 1:5–10).

We will pick up here next month with part 2.

The Keys Of The Kingdom 19



Your Site for Bible Exposition, Exegesis, and
Commentary on a wide variety of  topics and passages 

http://thescripturecache.com

Contending For The Faith Radio
Click Here to Listen Now

The Keys Of The Kingdom 20

http://contending4thefaith.org/
http://thescripturecache.com/


Protectors Of The Flock

Jerry C. Brewer
Elk City, OK

When Luke penned Paul’s last words to the Ephesian elders in Acts 20, the Holy
Spirit guided his hand in selecting a single word that graphically sums up and
illustrates the work of elders. That word is, poimaino. According to McClintock
and Strong, this word means, “to tend as a shepherd (or fig. supervisor) :- feed
(cattle), rule” (Greek Dictionary of The New Testament, p. 59). The root word for
poimaino is poimen, which McClintock and Strong define as, “shepherd, pastor”
(ibid). The word “pastor” occurs only once in the New Testament in Ephesians
4:11,  but  it  is  the  English  rendition  of  the  Latin  term,  pastor,  which  means
“shepherd” and is also translated from poimaino. In both instances, the words
“feed”  and  “pastors”  should  have  been  translated,  “shepherd.”  Elders  are
shepherds  of  the  flocks  over  which  they  have  the  oversight  and  that  word,
selected by Divine genius in its simplicity,  carries a depth and richness that fully
describes the work of elders. After discussing the titles  episcopos (bishop) and
elder that belong to that office, J. W. McGarvey wrote,

The title  Shepherd is  still  more significant than either of  the other two.  The
Jewish  shepherd  was  at  once  the  ruler,  the  guide,  the  protector,  and  the
companion of his flock.  Often...he slept upon the ground beside his sheep at
night.  Sometimes,  when  prowling  wolves  came  near  to  rend  and scatter  the
flock, his courage was put to the test (John 10:12); and even the lion and the
bear in early ages rose up against the brave defender of the sheep (1 Sam. 17:34-
36). He did not  drive them to water and to pasturage; but he called his own
sheep by name, so familiar was he with every one of them, and he led them out,
and went  before  them,  and the  sheep followed him, for  they knew his  voice
(John 10:3-4) (p. 21, 22).

The significance of  Paul’s  final  charge to the Ephesian elders has been often
overlooked by many who serve as elders in our time—some who are ignorant of
their grave responsibilities and others who are not qualified to be elders in the
first place. Here is what he said:

“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock over the which the
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Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath
purchased with his own blood. For I know this, that after my departing shall
grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own
selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things to draw away disciples after
them.  Therefore  watch,  and  remember,  that  by  the  space  of  three  years  I
ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears” (Acts 20:28-31).

Paul’s charge requires elders to lead the flock to pasture and water and know
them intimately. But above all, the shepherds are to guard the flock against the
ravening wolves who come to rend the flock with false and divisive doctrines.
That  is  the  paramount  responsibility  that  rests  upon  an  elder’s  shoulders.
Brother McGarvey again wrote, 

This apostolic command, has failed to make its due impression on the English
reader, because of the very inadequate translation of poimaino. Let it be noted ,
then,  and  never  be  forgotten,  that  the  term  employed  in  these  passages
expressed the entire work of a shepherd, of which feeding was very seldom even
a part in the country where this use of the term originated. The shepherds of
Judea, and those of Asia Minor, pastured their sheep throughout the entire year.
Their duty was to guide them from place to place, to protect them from wild
beasts, and to keep them from straying; but not to feed them. Here, then, are two
specifications under the general idea of acting the shepherd, and they are strictly
analogous  to  the  work  of  the  literal  shepherd.  It  is  made  the  duty  of  the
eldership,  first,  to protect  the congregation from false teachers  from abroad;
second,  to  guard  carefully  against  the  influence  of  schismatics  within  the
congregation;  third,  to  keep watch both within and without,  like  a  shepherd
night and day watching his flock, so as to be ready to act on the first appearance
of danger from either direction. (pp. 25, 26).

When Paul commanded the elders to “shepherd” the flock, they understood what
the work of a shepherd was. The significance of his charge in Acts 20 was that he
dwelt  upon one  particular  aspect  of  a  shepherd’s  work—protecting  the  flock
from dangers  within and without.  The fitness  of  a  shepherd to provide such
protection was addressed by Paul when he gave the elder’s qualifications to Titus
as one who is, “holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may
be able both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers” (Titus 1:9). The charge
Paul gave included not only “ravening wolves” who would enter from without,
but also those within, “from among your own selves.”
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As fallible humans, elders are no more immune from false teaching than the
members  they  oversee.  The  church’s  apostasy  in  the  centuries  immediately
following the death of the apostles was fueled by a change in the government of
local congregations (“of your own selves”) that resulted in the rise of the papacy
and even in the apostolic era, false teachers sought to subvert the church (“shall
grievous  wolves  enter  in,  not  sparing  the  flock”).  Paul  dealt  with  Judaizers
among the Galatian churches, and John opposed the gnostics in Asia Minor.

The profound tragedy in our age is that far too many who serve as elders have
not the faintest idea of what it means to, “shepherd the flock.” Many elders today
consider themselves as some sort of “Board of Directors” who make policy and
decide financial matters for the congregation. Others see themselves as political
“representatives”  selected  by  the  congregation  to  carry  out  the  will  of  the
members, and others see themselves as figureheads, but none want to “shepherd
the flock” and guard it against false teachers from without and within. Such an
elder, of our acquaintance long ago, was asked, “Who made you an elder?” His
reply was, “Brother_____ did.” The querist said, “I thought so. I knew the Holy
Spirit didn’t.” That is the kind of man who should never have been selected as an
elder.

Among the qualities every Christian must possess is “virtue”, set forth by Peter
in these words: “And beside all this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue”
(2  Pet.  1:5).  This  quality  is  indispensable  to  the  Christian  character  and,
certainly, no less so in the elder. “Virtue” is translated from the Greek,  arete,
which McClintock and Strong define as,  “manliness (valor).”  Its root word is
arrhen, meaning “male (as stronger for lifting):-male, man.” Since Peter says all
Christians must possess this quality, it does not apply only to men, but is the
quality of valor and courage to fight the good fight of faith. That quality must
never be lacking in an elder.

It  is  not  enough for  an  elder  to  possess  qualifications  set  forth  in  the  New
Testament for that office. He must also have the valor, or courage, to rule in the
church. Paul said an elder must be, “One that ruleth well his own house, having
his children in subjection with all gravity; (for if a man know not how to rule his
own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?)” (1 Tim. 3:4-5). Elders
often fail to rule their own houses and, consequently, the church because they
lack the courage to do so. In our first citation from brother Shepherd, he referred
to David’s courage as the shepherd of his father’s flock. “And David said unto
Saul, thy servant kept his father’s sheep, and there came a lion, and a bear, and
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took  a  lamb  out  of  the  flock.  And  I  went  after  him,  and  smote  him,  and
delivered it out of his mouth; and when he arose against me, I caught him by
his beard, and smote him, and slew him” (1 Sam. 17:34-35).

Had David possessed the kind of “valor” many elders today possess, he would
have turned tail and run at the appearance of these beastly threats to his father’s
flock. That is the reaction of many elders today when ravening wolves threaten
the flock they are supposed to shepherd.

About 20 years ago, I preached in a congregation which had three elders. One of
them had stirred trouble in the church for 17 years. Both he and his wife were
divisive tongue waggers, and proudly bragged that their daughter was an “elder”
in the First Christian Church. The man had absolutely no qualifications for the
eldership, but the church had made him one, anyway.

Shortly after we moved there, his tongue-wagging and divisive actions brought
matters to a head and one of the elders determined that we must do something
about the situation. He took me with him and consulted with the third elder.
Throughout the meeting, the third elder never committed himself to any course
of  action,  but  simply  listened  in  silence.  We  left  the  meeting  without  any
commitment from him and the next day,  I received his letter of resignation in
the mail. His refusal to do what was right is a classic example of a cowardly elder
who had no business being a shepherd of God’s flock.

Later  in the week,  we had  a  congregational  meeting in which we asked the
divisive elder to repent. He arrogantly replied, “I have nothing to repent of” and
his wife cursed a  member of  the church.  At that point,  the church withdrew
fellowship from him, it without elders. In the wake of that action, sympathizers
with the disfellowshipped elder left the congregation and I was promptly fired
for “tearing up the church.” That’s the result of a cowardly, virtueless, man being
selected to “shepherd the flock”.

The church is in shambles today from denominational attitudes and practices
that  have  invaded it  and been sanctioned by hireling  shepherds.  Mechanical
instruments of music have been introduced in congregations which lack virtuous
shepherds.  Parachurch  organizations  are  supported  by  gutless  elders,
compromising the nature of the blood bought church. Cowardly elders allow the
unscriptural  practice  of  “reevaluating  and  reaffirming”  elders.  Once  faithful
brethren,  such  as  Robert  Taylor,  Keith  Mosher,  the  late  Curtis  Cates,  B.  J.
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Clarke, and the late Garland Elkins, continued, and continue, to fellowship, and
apologize  for  Dave Miller  who led  that  effort  at  Brown Trail  in  Fort  Worth,
because they fear loss of  financial  support for Memphis School of Preaching.
Every problem of fellowship with, and the teaching of error in the church could
be stopped dead in its tracks by courageous shepherds. That’s the plain truth of
God’s Word.

There were false prophets among ancient Israel, in the days of the apostles, and
in the present day. “But there were false prophets also among the people, even
as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable
heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves
swift  destruction”  (2 Pet.  2:1).  Jesus said,  “beware of  false  prophets,  which
come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves” (Matt.
7:15) and Paul said,  “...grievous wolves shall enter in among you, not sparing
the flock” (Acts  20:29).  How much  clearer must  a  warning be  before  elders
understand their grave responsibility to  recognize those wolves who tear and
rend the flock of God?

Every responsibility they have pales in comparison with this one, and those who
allow such wolves to have free access to members of their congregations will go
to judgment with the blood of those sheep on their hands, as much as if David
had turned tail and run away from the beasts of prey who attack his father’s
flock. False teachers in our day are spiritual beasts of prey. As the lion and bear
wanted to feed their own bellies on Jesse’s sheep, today’s wolves who have crept
into the church want to feed their pockets on the sheep of Jesus Christ. Paul said
they serve not God, but their own bellies (Rom. 16:17). Their chief concerns are
their pet projects such as their schools of preaching and they will apologize for,
and fellowship,  any false teacher who can bring in the dollars to fund them.
Elders who refuse to protect the flock are complicit in the destruction of it—as
much so as Eli was complicit in the wickedness of his sons (1 Sam. 2)—and God
will not hold them guiltless.

All Scripture quotations are from the King James Version
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Jude

Michael Hatcher
Pensacola, Florida 

The author of the book was probably the Jude who was the half-brother of 
our Lord (the Judas of Mat. 13:55). During Jesus’ earthly sojourn, we learn that 
Jude was not a believer in Jesus’ Deity (John 7:5). However, after Jesus’ bodily 
resurrection, we find Jude (along with Jesus’ physical family) being with the 
believers (Acts 1:15).

Jude had a desire to write about “the common salvation.” What a wonderful 
topic about which Jude wanted to write. It would include among other things 
God’s wonderful grace in the giving of His Son to die upon the cross for our sins 
and the sending of the Spirit to guide the apostles into all truth so it can properly
teach us God’s way. It would include man’s proper response to that grace of God 
(His plan of saving sinful man: upon hearing the Word, having faith, repenting 
of our sins, making the good confession of our faith, and being baptized in water 
for the remission of our sins). The common salvation would include man’s 
response after his obedience to the Gospel in how he is to live, worship, speak, 
and every aspect of the Christian life. Because it was a common salvation, it 
shows that Jude was in fellowship with those to whom he was writing. It 
certainly is a blessing when brethren can dwell together in unity (Psa. 133).

However, there was an emergency that arose that compelled him to write a 
letter exhorting them to contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to 
the saints. While the emphasis in Jude’s letter might not be that contending for 
the faith is a part of the common salvation, it certainly would be included in 
such. How can we be what God wants us to be without contending earnestly for 
the faith? Thus, the purpose of Jude’s letter is to encourage them to engage in 
such. The immediate occasion for the letter was “there are certain men crept in 
unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, 
turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God,
and our Lord Jesus Christ” (Jude 4). The libertine sect of Gnosticism would fall 
under this description and might be the specific ones Jude is writing about. The 
libertines declared there is no law, much like what liberals in the Lord’s church 
started proclaiming some 50-odd years ago when they proclaimed we are not 
under law but under grace.

These men crept in unawares. In this we see the methodology and nature of 
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false teachers. They do not like to come out into the open, but would rather 
creep in. Crept is defined by Thayer as “to enter secretly, slip in stealthily, to 
steal in.” It is the same type of action Peter describes in 2 Peter 2:1 where false 
teachers would bring in damnable heresies privily (of which Thayer defines “to 
introduce or bring in secretly or craftily). We have observed this phenomenon 
several times within our lifetimes. When we go back to the beginnings of 
antiism, this is how they would work. When liberalism started making its way 
into the church, it likewise entered in stealthily. The Crossroads Movement 
(later becoming the Boston Movement and then identifying itself as the 
International Churches of Christ) would come in secretly till they had won 
enough people over and then begin to take over congregations. False teachers do
not like having the spotlight placed upon their doctrines.

It is no wonder that Jesus would warn us to “Beware of false prophets, which 
come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves” (Mat. 
7:15). Elders are especially given the responsibility of being on guard: “For I 
know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not 
sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse 
things, to draw away disciples after them. Therefore watch, and remember, that 
by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with 
tears” (Acts 20:29-31).

In verses 4-19, Jude in scathing terms describes these men who had 
occasioned his having to change the purpose of his letter from writing about the 
“common salvation” to one urging them to “earnestly contend for the faith which
was once delivered unto the saints.” Today, if we used the type of language Jude 
(writing by inspiration of God) used, we would be strung up by our loving 
brethren. We would be told in no unequivocal terms that we were unloving, we 
were without a Christ-like attitude, and the attacks would go on and on. We 
would be ostracized by friend and foe alike.

As we come to verses 20-23, Jude gives his readers (including us) some 
exhortations. Jude exhorts us to keep ourselves in the love God has for us. We 
must remember that God shows His blessings and love upon us as His children. 
In keeping ourselves in God’s love, we can look for (expect) the mercies of Christ 
to eternal salvation when Christ comes in judgment. There is also an exhortation
regarding what we are to do about those who have gone astray (no doubt within 
the context of Jude, those deceived by these false teaching libertines). This 
exhortation draws our attention to our need to restore our erring brethren. In 
restoring one a wayward brother, we are converting the sinner and saving his 
soul (Jam. 5:19-20).

The Keys Of The Kingdom 27



Jude in giving us the exhortation to restore those who are wayward, writes, 
“And of some have compassion, making a difference: And others save with fear, 
pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh” (Jude 
22-23). The KJV refers to two classes of people while later translations refer to 
three classes based upon some uncertainty in the original text. The ASV has: 
“And on some have mercy, who are in doubt; and some save, snatching them out
of the fire; and on some have mercy with fear; hating even the garment spotted 
by the flesh.” (There are at least 11 sets of threes in this short letter, thus I tend 
to think Jude has three classes in mind and will take it that way here.)

The first class are those who need mercy as they are “in doubt” (ASV while 
the KJV has “making a difference”). These might not have gone astray but are 
possibly on the way, or if strayed, they have not gone very far away. They might 
have become confused by false doctrine or simply not have the knowledge that 
others have. These are individuals who need to be dealt with compassionately in 
showing them the proper way.

There is a second group who have gone astray. These brethren have accepted 
the false teachings (those to whom Jude was writing would be those who had 
accepted the arguments of the libertines). These brethren are to be snatched out
of the fire (“some save, snatching them out of the fire”). Jude might have in 
mind the severe discipline of withdrawing fellowship in the effort to save their 
souls. These precious souls are, unless snatched out, headed for eternal torment 
in hell fire. The idea of snatched is to forcefully “grab or seize suddenly so as to 
remove or gain control” (BDAG). The strong language Jude uses of these 
libertines might be indicative of how and what we are to say to this group of 
brethren.

Jude then deals with a third group of people. We are to have mercy upon 
them, but do so with fear. This group are the most degraded spiritually and 
Lenski even goes so far as to suggest they are beyond help in spite of all effort 
and can only be pitied.  He would also suggest that mercy is not “in the sense of 
extending merciful help; it means only to pity.” This class of people are far more 
dangerous to the righteous. Association with them might cause the righteous to 
be lost. This is reminiscent of Paul’s warning regarding false teachers: “Be not 
deceived: evil communications [company—NKJV] corrupt good manners [habits
—NKJV; morals—ASV]” (1 Cor. 15:33).

There is a great temptation among many faithful brethren to join in with 
some individuals in an attempt to win them back. Some brethren will go and 
speak in meetings or lectureships with those who are no longer walking/teaching
according to the Truth, or they will ask them to be on their lectureships and 
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meetings. They have the deluded hope they can restore them. What they do is 
end up defiling their garment because of their fellowship with false teachers. 
Many believe the “with fear” refers to fear of defilement by the false teachings 
and lives of false teachers and thus the caution the faithful are to use in dealing 
with them. They must fear that they themselves would be influenced by the sins 
of these people. Yet, this is the exact situation that many brethren fall into today.

Jude ends his book with a beautiful doxology that God can preserve the faithful. 
He keeps us from falling even in the midst of dangerous times by the “most holy 
faith” (Jude 20)—the Scriptures. There is no direct operation of the Spirit upon 
our hearts (as so many are now teaching), but as we adhere to the New 
Testament, God is preserving us. Thus, to Him be glory, majesty, dominion, and 
power. What a wonderful little book Jude is, and one that we need to keep in 
mind during these perilous times.
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