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Our Writing Staff

Jim Miller

Jim Miller: Preacher at the Gray, church of Christ semi -retired, publisher, writer, editor.
A member of the Lords church since 1985. Preached in NC, TN, KY, and Maine. Two 
years Co-hosting Bible Talk Radio. Owner of Keys Of The Kingdom magazine and 
website. 

Michael Hatcher

Michael Hatcher: Preacher Bellview Church of Christ http://www.bellviewcoc.com 
August 1994 to present · Pensacola, Florida. Preacher of the Gospel since the mid 1970s. 
Preached for the Bellview Church of Christ since 1994. While with Bellview, edited 
monthly publication "Defender," and weekly bulletin "Beacon." Directed the Bellview 
Annual Lectureship since 1995 along with editing the book of the lectures. 

Dub McClish

H. W. (Dub) McClish: Preached first sermon in June 1954 at Boise, Idaho, at age 16. 
After 35 years of work as local preacher in 5 states (the last 12 years of which were with 
the Pearl St. Congregation, Denton, TX), began work under oversight of Pearl Street 
elders in 1992, devoting time to combined works of Gospel meetings, mission trips, and 
lectureships and to writing and editing sound Biblical materials. 

Jerry Brewer

 Jerry Brewer was born in Childress, Texas in 1941 and was baptized into Christ by O. M. 
Curry in 1954. He attended the Elk City, Okla. School of Preaching, directed by W. R. 
Craig, in 1969-70 and has done local work in Oklahoma and Texas. He has made three 
trips to Kenya to preach and teach in the Kalamindi School of Preaching. He currently 
preaches for the Northeast church of Christ in Elk City, Okla., where he has been for 19 
years. He has authored a commentary on Galatians, and formerly published "The Gospel 
Preceptor," a monthly paper. He is married to the former Sherlene Holley of Carter, 
Okla. They have six children, and 17 grandchildren. 

If you would like to be a guest writer for TKOK you may contact me at 
jfmiller61@gmail.com. 

To announce up coming events like Gospel Meetings, Lectures, Singing events 
etc… Just use the email link above to contact me. Please feel free to tell others 
and have them sign up for their copy today. Use this link to join the mailing list. 
http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom/?page_id=1316 . 

 May God Bless You.      Jim and the Staff
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Editor's Notes

New live bible classes starting Sept. 28th  each Thursday evening starting at 6pm.
Click the link below to learn more.
http://jfmiller.com/onlineclass

The Journey

The Journey, How Larry Became A Christian. Available in both Kindle and
Paperback. Get yours today, buy one for a friend, Use this book to teach others

the truth about being saved. Easy to understand and packed with truth.

Paperback Click here      Kindle Version Click here
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No Elders, No Deacons, 

Just A Preacher?

Jim Miller
Gray, Maine

Unfortunately many churches especially the smaller congregation's of today 

have no elders or deacons at all. This is not to say that churches without elders 

and deacons can not exist and work but they should never be content to stay that

way. The lack of teaching our men from a young age the importance of upright 

living and a true love of God and the church has led to a real shortage of 

qualified men to fill these positions. This is how pawning off all the work on the 

preacher got started. If there are no elders and deacons then this duty in part 

must fall to the men of the congregation.

So now the question must be asked what is to be done? 

    

Since there are areas in the church where we have the right, and the need, of 

deciding what to do. Certain matters of expediency in carrying out the work of a 

local congregation must be addressed. Decisions must be made for the efficient, 

continuing and successful functioning church. As an example: teaching is 

necessary (Eph. 4:11-16). It is the work God "gave" the church. So, who is to 

teach? How are the classes to function? What materials will be chosen to use? 

None of this is outlined in the Bible.  God gave the church the work to be done 

but He did not spell out the details or the means or expedients by which to do so 

this is a function of the elders and deacons. There are many things that must be 

planned and arranged that are not matters of faith, but rather, matters of 

expediency hence we have business meetings to decide such matters.
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There is no specific command that I can find for a congregation's men to conduct

a business meeting. No outline of any kind of procedure to follow when 

conducting said meeting. We do know that as Christians all things must be done 

"decently and in order." So this is where things get dicey so to speak, because 

most want to dump it all in the preachers lap and we have seen already that this 

is not his position to take. So, we necessarily infer that some manner of deciding 

the business of the church must be arranged. This is far from the scriptural 

example given but still necessary.

There is only one incident I know of that comes close to what we call today the 

“business meeting.” This would be the meeting of the Jerusalem brethren to 

consider the needs of Grecian Jewish widows who had been neglected (Acts 6:1-

3). The text says, V2: Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto 

them, and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word of God, and serve 

tables. V3: Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest 

report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this 

business. We see action was taken and the results were immediately apparent. 

This example though different in some aspects I believe might be a model for 

us to follow in holding meetings in the churches of today. These brethren were 

not brought together just to talk, they met in order to take appropriate action to 

remedy the problem.

There is an outline that may be followed that is a good example of what should 

be the practice in meetings where serious problems requiring immediate 

attention can be dealt with. This scenario is  what the apostles and brethren 

of the first century did when faced with some important questions:

First define the problem. Be sure that all present understand the problem. Allow 

suggested solutions by all to be put forward. This will put the concerted wisdom 

of the group toward solving that problem. Everyone needs to have a voice in the 
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matter and should be listened to thoughtfully and without negative comment. 

Allowing a free exchange of ideas is the goal. Discuss all the alternatives to see if 

they actually solve the problem or create other difficulties. A consensus is what 

is being sought.

Remember the teaching of 1 Corinthians 1:10 - "that ye all speak the same thing, 

and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined 

together in the same mind and in the same judgment. " We know the Lord 

commanded this of  us “His” people, and that it is possible! 

Develop the plan and then assign those responsible to put the plan into effect. 

Carry through on the plan immediately. Anything worth doing is worth doing 

right. And if it is worth doing right, then it is worth doing right then!  If we only 

talk of business, then we are, in effect not holding business meetings at all. The 

result of our meetings has to be prompt, decisive action, then and only then - are

we following the apostolic examples.

Till next we meet
God bless
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E-Sword

e-Sword is a fast and effective way to study the Bible. e-Sword is feature rich and
user friendly with more capabilities than you would expect in a free Bible app. 
The fact that e-Sword is free is just one of the blessings and does not speak of the
quality of the app. Below you'll find a list of features that you will discover helps 
make Bible study both enjoyable and enriching. Get it here

Contending For The Faith Radio
Click Here to Listen Now
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GOOD PEOPLE IN BAD CHURCHES

Dub McClish
Denton, Texas

Introduction

Numerous brethren have asked me what they can/should do about the 
liberal congregation of which they are members. When God announced the 
coming destruction of “Babylon,” He warned His people:  “Come forth, my 
people, out of her, that ye have no fellowship with her sins, and that ye receive 
not of her plagues” (Rev. 18:4). This warning applies to God’s people in the 
“Babylons” of every age and species, including the many apostate congregations 
of our time that have rebelled against Heaven. What can/should they do? The 
answer from Scripture is clear: “Come forth, my people….” Many good 
brethren have obeyed this warning and have left such corrupt bodies in recent 
years, but I believe thousands of unhappy saints yet remain in them.

“Come forth”—The Fellowship Factor

The Heavenly voice warned God’s faithful people to “come forth” because 
they must  “have no fellowship” with Babylon’s sins. Fellowship refers to sharing
in common or jointly participating with others. Those who stay in a liberal 
congregation are in fellowship with its errors. God has never approved of His 
children’s having fellowship with His enemies.Zero fellowship permitted: 
“Some” fellowship with sin and error is not an option. The consistent rule of 
Scripture is “no fellowship”: “Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of 
darkness” (Eph. 5:11; cf. 2 Cor. 6:14–18; emph. DM).  In these passages, both the
Lord and Paul addressed fellowship with unbelievers, but the teaching is the 
same concerning apostate brethren: 

Receive him not into your house, and give him no greeting:  for 
he that giveth him greeting partaketh in his evil works (2 John 10–11; 
cf. 1 Cor. 5:9–11; 2 The. 3:6; emph. DM). 

God’s Word knows nothing of the Rubel Shelly scheme of “Big F” and “Little
f” “levels of fellowship”—the doctrine of “limited fellowship” (which apes the 
heretical Ketcherside/Garrett “Gospel/doctrine” dichotomy). Those who remain 
in a church bent on error violate the Lord’s “no fellowship” prohibition. 
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Contributing money on the Lord’s day is one means of fellowship with a 
congregation. Contributors in a bad church help support false teaching from its 
pulpit, liberal missionaries, and all of the erroneous doctrines and practices of 
that church, even if they object to them. Liberal elders and preachers (and most 
Christian university administrators) pay little attention to verbal opposition. The
one language they understand is M-O-N-E-Y. We cannot eradicate the current 
digression so many congregations now manifest, but it might be significantly 
slowed if thousands of objecting brethren would “come forth” from them and 
cease supporting them financially. 

Besides their financial fellowship, good brethren who remain in a bad 
church also implicitly endorse the congregation’s errors. All of the objections 
one might offer to digressive elders and preachers begin to sound hollow and 
insincere after awhile when one stays in spite of the doctrinal departures. Merely
registering objections is insufficient. Verily, as long as one is a member of an 
apostate church he is endorsing its apostasy. For this reason John forbade 
extending any indication of encouragement or endorsement to false teachers; to 
do so is to have fellowship with their evil works (2 John 10–11). 

 “Come Forth”—The Danger Factor 

The Lord stated a second significant reason His people must exit 
“Babylon”: He was going to bring plagues upon her, which those—good and evil 
alike—who remained in her would also suffer. One dare not assume that God 
will hold only the leaders in today’s “Babylons” responsible. While their 
responsibility is greater, their supporters are likewise culpable, and will suffer 
the same judgment rendered against their leaders. Even the apostles would have 
been “rooted up” or would “fall into the pit” (i.e., be lost) had they followed or 
supported erroneous leaders (Mat. 15:13–14). 

Had Lot, his wife, and his daughters not fled Sodom, God would have 
destroyed them with that wicked city. The Lord urged their hasty departure to
escape God’s judgment (Gen. 19:12–17; cf. 2 Pet. 2:7). Likewise, the Lord would 
have His faithful ones to “come forth” from corrupt congregations to escape the 
“plagues” that God will surely visit upon them (Rev. 2:20–23; 22:18–19). 

One who remains in an unfaithful congregation also runs the risk of 
becoming “desensitized” to error. Though at first he might strongly object to the 
departures he sees, by staying in such a church one may be lulled into 
complacency toward them—the “boiled frog” syndrome. He may begin to 
rationalize the errors and to exalt sincerity over Truth. 

Further Motivations to Move

Revelation 18:4 furnishes two reasons, but there are additional sound 
reasons why saints should flee modern “Babylons.”
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·To Support Truth and Righteousness: One who remains in a digressive
church not only supports error, but he robs God and His faithful people of 
the fellowship and support due them. Not only should one not want to 
support false doctrine, he should greatly desire to support only sound 
doctrine. As long as one remains in a liberal church, he robs God (and His 
faithful people) of time, talents, money, and every means of his support 
and endorsement. This reason alone should be sufficient to cause one to 
“come forth” from an apostate group.

·To Save One’s Soul: One should flee a liberal congregation for the sake of 
his own soul. Remaining in a “Babylon” church makes one subject to God’s
eternal judgment against it. As already noted, although Lot objected to 
Sodom’s sins, had he remained in it he would have perished with its 
perverted populace. Similarly, for the sake of spiritual survival, every 
Christian who objects to the errors in his “home” congregation should 
leave it. We all need to be in a congregation that constantly urges us to 
honor God’s Word in everything we do. We need to hear error identified 
and refuted. These things will help us to serve Christ faithfully and reach 
Heaven at last. In a liberal church, not only are none of these found, but 
their opposites abound.

·To Save One’s Children: Parents of small children who remain in an 
apostate congregation are very unwise and short-sighted.  They (especially 
fathers) have the responsibility to nurture their children “in the chastening
and admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4). Parents who stay in a liberal 
congregation fail in this duty, even if they teach their children correctly 
and provide a good example at home. Their influence will likely not be able
to counteract the acceptance of “social” drinking, dancing, unscriptural 
marriages, theistic evolution, instrumental music in worship, fellowship 
with the denominations, worship innovations, and such like. Also, the 
“peer pressure” of other children will work against the parents. Lot lost at 
least two daughters and their families in Sodom’s destruction. Although he
urged, “Up, get you out of this place,” they had been so influenced by their 
surroundings that they refused his plea (Gen. 19:12–14). Lot sacrificed 
them by foolishly rearing them in Sodom. Some today are as obstinate as 
Lot—even if it means the loss of their children to error. They, as Lot did, 
continue to linger when they should have fled (vv. 15–16).

Otherwise good parents in liberal churches may at home point out the 
errors the children are encountering in “Bible” classes and worship 
assemblies, but eventually those children will figure out that their parents 
are being hypocritical to stay in such a church. If parents want their 
children to grow up with any semblance of strong convictions in the Truth,
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they dare not linger in a liberal congregation.

Excuses, Excuses

In spite of the numerous compelling reasons why Truth-loving brethren 
should have nothing to do with an apostate religious body, a large number of 
them continue to do so, offering various excuses.  

1. We Can Help: “We don’t agree with what’s going on, but we hope we 
can correct these things by staying.” Admittedly, some congregations have 
not reached the “point of no return” in their digression. In such cases, 
those who are zealous for the Truth should stay and “contend earnestly for 
the faith” (Jude 3). However, when congregational leaders have obviously 
succumbed to liberalism, it is practically impossible to reclaim them. To 
them, those who criticize erroneous doctrine or practice are just pesky 
“trouble makers.” 

Most of the larger urban congregations are either well on their way to, or 
have reached, the “point of no return” doctrinally. Their leaders have taken
a leftward course. As the consuming flame draws the moth, so the “broad 
way” that ends in destruction has enticed them (Mat. 7:13). They have 
money, power, and worldly ambition, and they roll over any who get in 
their way. One is terribly naive who believes that he can redirect them. To 
stay with them is to contribute to tearing down that which the Lord wants 
us to build. In doing so one only wastes effort, time, influence, and money 
on a lost cause—and will lose his soul in the bargain. The Lord’s command 
concerning hardened apostate religious leaders is:  “Let them alone:  they 
are blind guides. And if the blind guide the blind, both shall fall into a pit” 
(15:14).

2. Family and Friends:  “Although I don’t approve of this congregation,
I can’t leave my kindred and best friends.” We should all possess “natural 
affection” (Rom. 1:31). However, all other affections must be secondary to 
one’s affection for the Christ and His Word (Mat. 6:24, 33; 10:34–36; 
22:36–37). We correctly appeal to members of denominations to come out 
of those sinful institutions, even if it means sacrificing family and friends. 
It is no less appropriate to appeal to brethren whose family ties and 
friendships bind them to digressive “churches of Christ.” 

3. Too Much Invested: “I have been a member of this congregation for 
years, and I have invested too much money and time to walk away from it.”
It is painful to lose investments, but it is sometimes necessary. Spiritual 
issues far outweigh mere material ones. That one is so concerned over 
money or time is a “dead giveaway” that the priceless treasure of Truth and
one’s eternal destiny are not one’s priorities (Mat. 6:21). One whose house 
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is in the path of a raging flood is a fool if he tells would-be rescuers he has 
invested too much time and money in it to leave. In both cases, these folk 
have already lost their “investments” whether they go or stay. The 
member of the liberal church has lost his “investments,” and by remaining 
in it, he compounds those losses. He had better be concerned with the far 
greater loss of his soul if he continues to support error and sin (Mat. 5:30; 
16:26; 2 John 9–11).

Some cannot bear to leave behind the building their money and/or hands 
helped to build. A brother once asked me what he should do about the 
liberalism in the church of which he was a member, which had earned its 
well-deserved reputation over several years. He told me many sad details 
about their departures. I knew he had at one time been an elder there, but 
he told me he had resigned some time earlier because his objections were 
repeatedly ignored. I had assumed he agreed with the liberalism because 
he had continued to stay there. When I asked why he stayed he said that he
(and some others) did not want to “give up” the building. He failed to 
comprehend that the liberals long before gained control of the building (as 
his resignation indicated). In such cases, it is folly to think that one is 
“saving the building” by staying. 

A building is only a building. It can be replaced, but a soul that stays in a 
digressive church may be lost and never recovered—for the Truth or for 
eternity. As I would unhesitatingly urge a man to flee his fire-engulfed 
house as a lost cause, so do I counsel brethren who remain in liberal-
infested churches in their vain attempt to “save the building.” 

4. Fear of Division: “I don’t approve of the corruptions and innovations 
I see in this congregation, but I might cause division if I leave.” One should
be cautious and concerned about division, but one dare not favor a false 
“peace” or “unity” above Truth and godliness. Liberals have falsely accused
many a devoted saint of “causing division” when all they did was stand for 
the Truth and object to unauthorized doctrines or deeds.  

I confess to encouraging division when the Truth is at stake. Our Lord 
is “the Prince of Peace” (Isa. 9:6), but He rules with a “sword” that is often 
divisive (Mat. 10:34; Luke 12:51–52; Eph. 6:17). When some in a 
congregation refuse to submit to God’s Word and others are determined to
do so, division is inevitable. The Lord anticipated such divisions, and they 
have His blessing (1 Cor. 11:19). Those who have abandoned the 
Truth are the culprits in such cases, regardless of accusations to the 
contrary. Brethren should not let the “church divider” charge intimidate 
them.
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5. Nowhere to Go: “I don’t agree with the preaching and practices of 
this congregation, but where can I go?” This problem especially perplexes 
those who live where the only congregation designated  “church of Christ” 
has apostatized. In such cases, it is time to begin a new congregation. 
Brethren in hundreds of places did so a century or more ago when 
digressives forced the instrument and the missionary society into almost 
every congregation. Many sacrificed greatly as heartless heretics, operating
as religious bullies, forced them to choose between compromising or 
leaving.

Those faithful spiritual ancestors understood the spiritual application of 
Solomon’s words:  “Better is little with the fear of the Lord than great 
treasure and trouble therewith” (Pro. 15:16; 16:8). Some of these godly folk
began congregations in their homes with only their own family unit as 
members, but they were determined to be faithful to God. The time has 
come again to demonstrate such grit and character for those in unsound 
churches who would “worship in spirit and truth” and maintain a “good 
conscience” (John 4:23–24; Heb. 13:18). While the modern innovations 
are more varied than those of the past, they represent the same kind of 
rebellion against New Testament authority. God-fearing brethren who live 
in areas where sound congregations exist have no excuse for 
remaining in unsound congregations. They cannot sincerely ask, 
“Where can I go?” 

6. We Like the Youth Program: “Many of the things being done in the 
church here are unscriptural, but it has a large group of children the ages 
of ours.” As I suggested earlier, having children should be a compelling 
reason for leaving, rather than for staying in a liberal church. What 
parents “gain” in peers and programs for their children they more than 
lose to the harmful influence, emphasis, and teaching, as already 
enumerated. It would be far better for one’s children to be reared in a 
congregation that provides wholesome doctrine and spiritual emphasis 
with only one or two others (or even none) their ages than in a 
congregation with a multitude their age where Scriptural teaching and 
example are absent. Remember Lot’s folly—and losses. 

7. No Perfect Congregation: “I know this congregation has many 
problems in doctrine and practice, but so did the church in Corinth, and 
Paul still called it a ‘church of God.’” Liberals have so often repeated this 
prattle to justify their apostasies that some otherwise sound brethren now 
parrot it. Such is a classic illustration of comparing “apples” with 
“oranges.” True, Paul addressed the defective Corinthian brethren as “the 
church of God” (1 Cor. 1:2; 2 Cor. 1:1), but this is hardly the end of the 
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matter. The principal aim of Paul’s letters to them was to correct those
errors and their purveyors. He believed—correctly—that the church 
was salvageable. Most of the Corinthians were penitent (2 Cor. 7:5–16), 
and Paul warned the few who were not that he would deal with them when 
he arrived (12:20–21; 13:2–10). Had the church refused his reproofs, he 
could not have continued in fellowship with them and been consistent with
his own teaching  (Rom. 16:17–18; 1 Cor. 5:11–13; Eph. 5:11; Tit. 3:10; et 
al.) or with the Lord’s (Mat. 7:15–16; 15:13–14; 16:6, 12; et al.). One who 
concludes that Paul’s address of the Corinthian church as “the church of 
God” somehow justifies a congregation’s apostasy is sorely mistaken.  

Paul dealt with these errors as soon as he learned of them—before their 
perpetrators had become entrenched and had gained unbreakable control. 
Unlike many present-day error-plagued congregations, the Corinthian 
errors did not represent a long-standing pattern of liberalism and 
disregard for the Truth. Numerous faithful brethren have again and again 
exposed and rebuked the errors of modern apostate congregations, only to 
see them resolutely march further into radicalism. Unlike the Corinthian 
church, there is no realistic hope that they will return to the Truth. Anyone
who would appeal to the Corinthians as an excuse for apostasy and/or for 
remaining in an apostate church should be ashamed.

Conclusion

In appealing for good brethren to leave bad churches, I am not 
encouraging “sheep-stealing.” I am simply encouraging godly men and women 
to have the courage of their convictions and to make Truth their priority. 
Although it may require sacrifice, the Lord’s command to them is:  “Come forth, 
my people, out of her, that ye have no fellowship with her sins, and that ye 
receive not of her plagues” (Rev. 18:4).

[Note: This MS originally appeared in a slightly different form as an “Editorial
Perspective” in the February 2005 issue of The Gospel Journal, of which I was

editor at the time.]
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Your Site for Bible Exposition, Exegesis, and
Commentary on a wide variety of  topics and passages 

http://thescripturecache.com
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“Doctrinal Police”

Jerry C. Brewer
Elk City, OK

Anarchy  is  the  absence  of  government,  meaning  the  absence  of  law.  It  is
lawlessness.  A growing number  of  professing  “Christians”  in  our day believe
anarchy is the religious system under which we live. They claim that God has
done away with all law and any attempt to show them the Truth in God’s Word
earns  one  the  derisive  label  of  “doctrinal  police.”  Spiritual  anarchists  love
“unscripted” worship and lawless,  God-doesn’t-care-if-you’re-immoral religion
because that is what folks want to hear and keeps the money flowing into their
coffers. The last thing religious merchants want is for folks to read the Bible with
a view to understanding and following the  doctrine of Jesus Christ. So long as
folks remain uninformed about the gospel of Christ, the spiritual anarchist can
continue to make merchandise of them.

Consider the word “doctrine.” It simply means “teaching.” In his first letter to
Timothy,  the  apostle  Paul  told  the  young  evangelist  to,  “give  attendance  to
reading, to exhortation, to doctrine” (1 Tim. 4:13). Then just three verses later,
Paul said, “Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for
in doing this thou shalt both save thyself and them that hear thee” (1 Tim. 4:16).

The  same  apostle  told  the  Christians  in  Rome  they  were  saved  when  they,
“obeyed from the heart  that  form of  doctrine which was delivered unto you.
Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness” (Rom.
6:17-18). He told Timothy to “charge some that they teach no other doctrine” (1
Tim. 1:3) and said, “If any man teach otherwise and consent not to wholesome
words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the  doctrine which is
according  to  godliness,  he  is  proud,  knowing  nothing,  but  doting  about
questions and strifes of words…” (1 Tim. 6:3-4). He further wrote, “All scripture
is given by inspiration of  God, and is  profitable for  doctrine,  for reproof,  for
correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may perfect,
throughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Tim. 3:16-17). Does Paul sound like
a “doctrinal policeman?” He does to some preachers today.

The man who tells you doctrine is not important is your soul’s enemy and will
lead you to eternal torment. He’s aiming for your pocketbook—not your soul. If
he desired your salvation, he would teach the  doctrine of Jesus Christ as it is
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revealed in the New Testament.

Don’t take our word for it, or anyone else’s. Study the New Testament and see 
for yourself that Christ has a law—the gospel—which has facts to be believed, 
commands to be obeyed, and promises to be received.

Click Here To Get Your Copy Today
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The Worship of the Lord’s Church as God
Would Have It. Pt 1

Michael Hatcher
Pensacola, Florida 

INTRODUCTION
When God created man (Gen. 1), He placed within man certain needs. We 

immediately recognize the need for air, water, and food. There are other needs 
that are often overlooked: love, community, purpose or direction in life, 
creativity (putting something back into the world), etc. Among those needs is the
need to worship. God created man with a worshiping nature. As such, we 
observe man worshiping God from the very beginning. We also notice that some 
worship was pleasing to God and some was not respected by Him.

Cain and Abel offered sacrifices unto God (offering worship to Him). God 
had respect to Abel’s offering but not Cain’s (Gen. 4:1-5). As God reveals to the 
Israelites His Law, He reveals how to properly worship Him. God also reveals 
that if they worship idols or graven images their worship would be sin. Jesus 
said, “Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve” 
(Mat. 4:10). Therefore, we must learn what worship pleases God so we may be 
accepted and not rejected of Him.

TYPES OF WORSHIP
The Jews of Jesus day were transgressing God’s commands by substituting 

their traditions for the Word of God. Jesus informed them: “But in vain they do 
worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men” (Mat. 15:9). By 
teaching man’s will instead of God’s Word their worship was valueless, 
worthless, or fruitless. Here is a worship which had no value with God.

When Paul was in Athens, he saw the city completely given over to idolatry. 
They had built altars to every god they could image. Fearful they might have left 
one out and thus to appease him, they built one to the unknown god. As Paul 
sees this, he declares, “For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an 
altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye 
ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you” (Acts 17:23). They were worshiping, 
but they were not worshiping the only true God. They needed to be instructed 
concerning Him, which Paul undertook to do. This ignorant worship was not, 
and is not, acceptable to God.
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Paul mentions another type of worship in writing to the Colossian brethren. 
“Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and 
neglecting of the body; not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh” (Col. 
2:23). This is worship which one chooses to do for himself. It is a worship which 
one devises and prescribes for himself, worshiping in a way which pleases self 
and not God. This worship is generally contrary to that revealed within the pages
of God’s revealed Word, and is, thus, not acceptable to Him.

While the preceding types of worship are rejected by God, Jesus discusses 
the type of worship which is pleasing and acceptable to Him. The Samaritan 
woman perceived that Jesus was a prophet, so she asked him about the place of 
worship. Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye 
shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. Ye 
worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the 
Jews. But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship
the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God
is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth 
(John 4:21-24).

Jesus establishes three great truths concerning acceptable worship today. He
also indicates that there would be a change in our worship; Jesus knew that He 
was ushering in a New Covenant and we would no longer be under the Old.

TRUE WORSHIP
Our worship, to be valid in God’s sight, must meet these three requirements.

Our worship must be directed to the Father. As God spoke to the Israelites, He 
began the Ten Commandments by saying,Thou shalt have no other gods before 
me. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any 
thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the 
water under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them:
for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me (Ex. 
20:3-5).

God was teaching them that He was the proper object of worship. As Jesus 
was tempted by Satan, Satan tried to get Him to “fall down and worship me” 
(Mat. 4:9). “Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, 
Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve” (Mat. 
4:10). Anytime anyone changes the object of our worship, he commits sin and 
makes that worship an abomination.

Second, our worship must be in spirit. We must possess the proper attitude 
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in our worship to God. Often the prophets of old condemned the Israelites 
because they went through the proper motions of worship but they did not have 
their heart involved in it. They had the externals of God’s religion but not the 
internal. So, today we must possess the proper internal attitude of the heart for 
our worship to be pleasing to God. It is the view of this author that we have a 
great deal of difficulty in this respect today. We come to services to worship God 
but allow mundane things to creep into our minds choking out spiritual matters.
We, thus, sing songs without ever thinking about what we are saying. We pray, 
often using the same expressions without giving it any thought, so it is no longer 
from our heart. Many never hear the sermon because they are talking, taking a 
nap, passing notes, making faces at the baby that is close by, etc. When we 
partake of the Supper of our Lord, we fail to remember the sacrifice He made 
and allow our minds to wander from the memorial service. We like the Jews of 
old are going through the externals of our religious service, but without the 
proper spirit.

Third, our worship must be in truth. Jesus, in His high priestly prayer 
recorded by John, prayed: “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth” 
(John 17:17). Thus, when Jesus speaks of our worship being in truth, He has 
reference to it being according to the Word of God—the Bible. God has 
authorized certain acts by which we can worship Him today. Realizing, as 
mentioned previously, we are under the New Testament, those actions God 
commanded under the Old are no longer authorized. Today, we must look to the 
New Testament for our authorization. God has authorized for our worship today:
singing, prayer, the contribution, Lord’s Supper, and the preaching. To deviate 
from that which God has prescribed (as did the Jews in Mat. 15) makes our 
worship vain. This writer wants to spend the remaining portion of this lesson 
dealing with that which God has authorized in our worship to Him.

SINGING
In the New Testament there are some references to actions either prior to or 

after the worship of the church of our Lord in the Christian age regarding music 
(i.e., Mat. 26:30; Mark 14:26; Rev. 5:8; 14:2; 15:2). While these might be 
interesting to study, they have nothing to do with the worship of the Lord’s 
church today. We must discover what God has authorized for our worship today,
not in the past or in the future. Let us first list all the passages dealing with the 
music of the New Testament church or Christians in the order they are found. 
“And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the 
prisoners heard them” (Acts 16:25). “And that the Gentiles might glorify God for 
his mercy; as it is written, For this cause I will confess to thee among the 
Gentiles, and sing unto thy name” (Rom. 15:9). “What is it then? I will pray with 
the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, 
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and I will sing with the understanding also” (1 Cor. 14:15). “Speaking to 
yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody
in your heart to the Lord” (Eph. 5:19). “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly 
in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord” (Col 3:16). 
“Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church 
will I sing praise unto thee” (Heb. 2:12). “Is any among you afflicted? let him 
pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms” (Jam. 5:13). We might also add: “By 
him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the 
fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. But to do good and to communicate 
forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased” (Heb. 13:15-16). While 
this is not a specific reference to the music in our worship to God, singing would 
be included.

We must also consider the nature of music and its subcategories. Music is a 
category which includes many subcategories. Please consider the included chart 
as explanation and comments are made concerning it. All music is either vocal 
or it is not vocal; there can be no other kinds of music. In the area of vocal 
music, we can divide all vocal music into communicable or non-communicable. 
That is that it either communicates a message or it does not. Then that which 
communicates a message can be divided into communicating in a foreign 
language or ones mother-tongue. The non-communicable area of vocal music is 
the making of sounds with our voice but those sounds do not communicate any 
message. Examples of this kind of music is humming, whistling, making our 
voice simulate instruments of music, long sustained “Ah’s,” or “Oh’s,” etc. When 
we move to the subcategory of non-vocal music, it likewise can be divided into 
two categories. There is mechanical non-vocal (instrumental) music or non-
mechanical non-vocal (instrumental) music. The mechanical non-vocal music is 
divided into several groups: brass (trumpets, trombones, tubas, etc.), 
woodwinds (clarinets, oboes, flutes, etc.), percussion (bass drum, snare drums, 
castanets, etc), strings (violin, viola, bass, etc.), and electronic synthesizers. The 
last subgroup is the non-mechanical non-vocal (instrumental) music. This music
is humanly produced instrumental music such as snapping fingers, stomping 
feet, hand boning, clapping hands, and etc.

In the passages considered above, God never instructed man to simply make 
music. If he had everything within this chart would be authorized for man to do 
in worship to God. Additionally, God did not simply state to make vocal music. If
he had authorized vocal music, then every subcategory under vocal music would 
be authorized. However, God always (per the passages listed previously) 
specified singing. Singing is a specific kind of vocal music. In the chart, singing is
communicable vocal music. Everything under this category (foreign language or 
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mother tongue) is also authorized in worship to God. However, no other 
category has been authorized. Therefore, we must conclude that instrumental 
music whether mechanical or human (non-mechanical) is without authorization 
and thus sinful. We must also conclude that non-communicable vocal music is 
also not authorized and therefore sinful. This corresponds to the instructions 
that we are to teach and admonish one another in our singing (Col. 3:16). Only 
communicable vocal music is able to teach and admonish.

Since we are to teach and admonish, our singing must be according to truth. 
We must make sure that the songs we sing are teaching God’s doctrine and not 
false doctrine. There are many songs in our books that simply are not scriptural, 
and, thus, we should not sing them. There are other songs in which we should 
eliminate certain stanzas because that specific stanza teaches error. There are 
other songs in which all we need to do is to change certain words to bring them 
in harmony with God’s Word.

Let us also notice a few principles from the previously mentioned passages. 
The types of songs we are to sing in worship to God are psalms, hymns, and 
spiritual songs. Other types of songs are not authorized by God in worship to 
Him. We are not to sing patriotic songs or country and western songs or other 
like songs in our worship. We learn that singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual 
songs is worship and may be done either in the public assemblies (as in 1 Cor. 
14:15) or in private (as in Acts 16:25; Jam. 5:13). In either one we must still act 
by the authority of Christ (Col. 3:17).

Another lesson we learn is that we are all to engage in the singing. Both 
Ephesians 5:19 and Colossians 3:16 use a specific term (heautou) which is a 
reflexive pronoun. What this means is that we are doing this to each other and 
doing it simultaneously; I am teaching and admonishing you in song as/while 
you are teaching and admonishing me in song. Having choruses and choirs sing 
while others are listening in our worship has no scriptural authority.

PRAYER
Prayer is one of the great privileges of the Christian. Only those who are 

Christians have the right to call upon the God of heaven as their Father. Every 
teaching in the Bible (Old and New Testament) is applied to the child of God, 
and no passage applies the privilege or blessing of prayer to anyone other than a 
child of God. The Lord is far from the wicked: but he heareth the prayer of the 
righteous (Pro. 15:29). He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even 
his prayer shall be abomination (Pro. 28:9). Behold, the Lord’s hand is not 
shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: But 
your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have 

The Keys Of The Kingdom 23



hid his face from you, that he will not hear (Isa. 59:1-2). Confess your faults one 
to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much (Jam. 5:16). For the eyes of the 
Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the 
face of the Lord is against them that do evil (1 Pet. 3:12). The man who is 
righteous is the man who does or obeys God’s commands or the gospel of Christ 
(1 John 3:7; Psa. 119:172; Rom. 1:16-17). While there are many other passages 
and evidence dealing with this, these are sufficient to show that God will only 
hear the prayer of one who is a faithful Christian.

Christians have the need of prayer. The fact that Christ prayed evidences the
fact that Christians should be characterized by prayer. As one looks at Jesus’ life,
we observe Him in prayer before any major event of His life. If He, being God in 
the flesh (Mat. 1:23; 1 Tim. 3:16), realized the need of prayer within His life, how
much more should we recognize that need. Thus, we are encouraged to pray. 
“Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer” (Rom. 
12:12). “Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and 
watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints” (Eph. 
6:18). “Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God” (Phil. 4:6). “Continue 
in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving” (Col. 4:2). “Pray without 
ceasing. In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
concerning you” (1 Thess. 5:17-18). Certainly, Christians should be known for 
being a praying people.

Let us notice some of the conditions or requirements for acceptable 
prayer. The first is that the person is a faithful child of God as seen in the 
preceding chapter. The prayer must be offered in faith (Mat. 21:22; Jam. 1:6-7). 
We must believe what God says about prayer and believe that He will give us 
what we request. Prayers must be offered with sincerity of heart (1 Cor. 14:15; 
Mat. 6:5). Closely associated with this is fervency (Jam. 5:15-18; Col. 4:12 where 
laboring fervently is literally agonizing showing all of your being embraced in 
the prayer). We are to be persistent in our prayer life (Luke 11:5-8; 18:1-8).

We must pray with a forgiving spirit (Mat. 6:12, 14-15; 18:23-35; Mark 11:25-
26). However, we do not have the right to forgive someone who is not repentant. 
Forgiveness is always based upon repentance (Luke 17:3-4; Col. 3:12-13; Christ 
forgives on the basis of repentance, and we follow the pattern He set).

Prayers must be with the understanding according to 1 Corinthians 14:15. 
The context of this statement shows that this is giving understanding to others 
as Paul is speaking of public prayers. The one leading in public prayers should 
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do so in such a way as other worshippers can hear and understand. They will 
then be able to say Amen (meaning: “let it be so,” or “so be it”) at the giving of 
the prayer. While we should be as charitable as possible regarding public 
prayers, there are some phrases which brethren have picked up over the years 
that are not scriptural. We should be careful as to what we say. This means that 
we should be thoughtful about our prayer life. We are not to say meaningless 
phrases and words (Mat. 6:7-8) but give deep thought to what we say.

Men must have the right motive when they pray. James writes, “Ye ask, and 
receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts” (Jam.
4:3). James reveals that the reason they were not receiving from God when they 
ask is because they were asking with the wrong motive. Literally lusts is 
“pleasures” as in the ASV. They were asking amiss. This brings up the question: 
“For what can we pray?” While not giving a complete answer notice some things:
daily sustenance or necessities of life (Mat. 6:11), physical infirmities or 
sicknesses (2 Cor. 12:7-9; Jam. 5:14), for wisdom (Jam. 1:5), for our enemies 
(Mat. 5:44), for rulers (1 Tim. 2:1-2), for peace so we can more effectively spread 
the gospel (1 Tim. 2:2-4; not peace for peace sake), for preachers (Luke 10:2; 
Eph. 6:18-20), for help to overcome temptation (Mat. 6:13; 1 Cor. 10:13), for the 
forgiveness of our sins (1 John 1:9; Mat. 6:12). We have the right to pray for 
anything we want.

Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe
that ye receive them, and ye shall have them (Mark 11:24).
And  this  is  the  confidence  that  we  have  in  him,  that,  if  we  ask  any  thing
according to his will, he heareth us: And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever
we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him (1 John 5:14-
15).

Since we can ask for any thing what would be asking amiss? The wrong 
motive is asking for something for our own pleasures. We can pray for anything 
and everything if the motive or purpose behind it is to better do the will of God.

Prayers are to be directed to the Father through (or in the name of) Christ. In
the model prayer, Jesus instructed us to pray: “Our Father which art in heaven” 
(Mat. 6:9). He told His apostles: And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will 
give it you. Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall 
receive, that your joy may be full. At that day ye shall ask in my name: and I say 
not unto you, that I will pray the Father for you (John 16:23-24, 26).

Jesus specifically states that prayer is not to be directed to Him but to the 
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Father in His name. What Jesus told His apostles is repeated for all saints: 
“Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph. 5:20). Songs encouraging us to have “Just A Little Talk 
With Jesus” or to “Tell It To Jesus Alone” (or other like songs) should not be 
sung. Likewise, we are not to pray to an apostle, Mary, a departed loved one, or 
anyone other than the Father. Prayers must be in the name of Christ. This is not 
a statement (as many suppose) but an action, something we do. It is praying by 
the authority of Christ, which means that we pray according as He has 
authorized (consider Col. 3:17; Acts 4:7).

Prayer must be according to God’s will. Jesus, speaking to the apostles, says, 
“If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it 
shall be done unto you” (John 15:7). John applies this to every child of God, 
“And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing 
according to his will, he heareth us” (1 John 5:14). For prayer to be effective we 
must bring our will into harmony with the Father’s will (Mat. 6:10). To pray 
according to God’s will means we must know God’s will, and then do everything
possible to accomplish His will. God will act providentially in bringing about our
request, but God often uses humans to accomplish His will. Paul prayed for the 
salvation of the Jews (Rom. 10:1-3), but he did all he could to save them.

We will continue this lesson next month starting with the contribution
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