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Voices From The Past
Christ the Divider

Robert Turner

Jesus Christ is frequently referred to as "Prince of Peace!" This is certainly a 
scriptural designation, (Isa. 9:6). "He is our peace," and "He came and preached 
peace to you that were far off, and peace to them that were nigh-." (Eph. 2:14, 17.
But the very peace of which Paul writes in the Ephesian letter, the peace and 
oneness available to Jew and Gentile in Christ,-this very preaching, of "peace" 
was the cause of great strife, gospel perversions, and even physical violence. 
Churches were divided by the preaching of this "peace", as any careful student of
the New Testament knows. (Cf. Gal. letter).

It is in Christ that true unity and peace prevails; but we must not claim divine 
sanction for our own private brand of peace and unity (or union) by misuse of 
Christ's name. We must not assume that becoming a Christian assures one 
perfect tranquility. We may cry, "Peace!" when there is no peace. (Ezk. 13:10). 
Paul wrote of Christians as soldiers, fighters. (Eph. 6).

Surely real peace in Christ can be obtained only by understanding the teachings 
of Christ; and those teachings contain some rather startling words. Let the man 
who thinks of Christ as a mushy lover, -- embrace all -- accept any doctrine just 
so one is sincere -- let that man read the following scriptures with care:

"Suppose ye that I am come to give peace on earth? I tell YOU. Nay; but rather 
division: For from henceforth there shall be five in one house divided, three 
against two, and two against three. The father shall be divided against the son, 
the son against the father; the mother against the daughter and the daughter 
against the mother; the mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law, and the 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law." Luke 12:54 53.

In Matthew's account of this statement (Matt. 10:32-39) these words should be 
noted: "I came not to send peace, but a sword." And again, "He that loveth father
or mother more than me is not worthy of me-." The closest ties of this life may, 
under certain circumstances, be cut asunder by the sword of Christ, the Divider.

But why? Why would Christ divide a family'? With what consistency does the 
Prince ' of Peace come bearing a sword! The answer to these questions is to be 
found in certain divine principles-great truths clearly revealed in God's Word. 
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Paradoxically, we may find ourselves better equipped to understand the Prince 
of Peace after we have carefully studied Christ, the Divider.

Why Is Christ A Divider?

First, we should realize that Christ is an ABSOLUTE King. He is "Far above ah 
principality, and power, and might, arid dominion, and every name that is 
named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come -- " (Eph. 1:21). 
He has all power, all authority, and demands complete and absolute allegiance. 
"Ye cannot serve God and mammon." (Matt. 6:24). 11is is but a way of saying 
that God will no more share allegiance than authority. God has paced absolute 
authority in Christ, and expects absolute fealty to Him. Christ said. "He that is 
not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad."
(Matt. 12:30). Consistent with this great principle, Christ must divide the father 
(who persists in taking some authority to himself, or delegating it to some priest,
council, or conference) from the son (who accepts Christ's word without 
addition, subtraction, or substitution).

Second, divine justice decrees that every man shall be judged individually. The 
parable of the talents, (Matt. 25: 14-30) clearly illustrates this principle. Perhaps 
the one talent man would have been pleased to say, "Lord, you gave us eight 
talents -- and behold, we have gained seven other talents. We are glad to return 
to you now these fifteen talents return to you now these fifteen talents." But no! 
The Lord singles out each one, and judged him individually, on the basis of his 
own faithfulness. Frequently, when a congregation is involved in difficulties, 
some one will remark, "They are having trouble in that church." But let the 
pendulum swing in the other direction -- attendance and contributions swing 
upward -- and the same person may say, "We are certainly doing fine." These 
"good-time friendships" will not stand before the onslaught of Christ's sword. 
Christ divides the wife (who serves humbly, worships faithfully) from the 
husband (who thinks he can fish and golf his way to heaven because his wife is 
such a fine Christian).

Christ is a divider. third, because evil is like leaven; it spreads to corrupt the 
good about it. Christ divides for the sake of purity among His people. "Know ye 
not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump ? Purge out therefore the old 
leaven, that ye may be a new lump,"etc. (1 Cor. 5:6-7). "Come out from among 
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I 
will receive you. -- " (2 Cor. 6:17). In His sermon on the mount Jesus gives us a 
drastic illustration of this principle by saying, "If thy right eye offend thee, pluck 
it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members 
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should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell." (Matt. 
5:29). Thus, when Paul or others of the New Testament writers urge 
disfellowship of the evildoer, this is not with a desire to stir up personal 
animosities - to be arrogant judges of one another. It is completely in keeping 
with the "spirit of Christ" the divider, that evil-doers, teachers of false doctrine, 
etc., who will not mend their ways, be "cut off". It may seem bard to us earth-
bound creatures; but f or the sake of the body as a whole. Christ divides the 
daughter (who plunges recklessly into marriage, divorce, remarriage-with a snap
of the fingers to the church and the elders who plead with her) from her mother 
(who, heartbroken, prays fervently that somehow, some way, her girl may again 
be brought into the fold of safety before it is too late).

And finally, Christ is a divider because TRUTH is uncompromising. Truth and 
error are incompatible. They can not exist peacefully together. There can be 
nothing more straight than a straight line. Any change in a straight line makes it 
crooked. It can be no straighter than straight. And truth (pardon the pun) can be
no "truther" The light of the gospel of Christ was not given to brighten darkness 
-- it was given to dispel darkness. "In Him was life; and the life was the light of 
men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not." 
(Jn. 1:4-5). There is "one Lord, one faith, one baptism. . ." (Eph. 4:5) and no 
amount of well-wishing for the person who contends otherwise can alter this 
truth. Jesus said, "Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall
be rooted up." (Matt. 15:13). False doctrines, substitutes for the one faith, create 
false hopes in the hearts of men and women. Christ divides the man (who 
contends earnestly for the faith once for all delivered) from his friend (who 
wants to be "broadminded" ( ?) and hit error only by patting it on the back). 

Christ could not be consistent with these divine truths unless He was a divider. 
And Christians who desire peace (?) and unity (?) which encourages Laxity in 
regard to the authority of Christ, weakens the moral fiber of the church, 
compromises the truth of God, and establishes false hopes in individuals, these 
Christians, I say, are untrue to Christ.

Christ, A Divider In Judgment

Christ will be a divider in judgment. Matt. 25:31-f. represents Him as dividing 
the sheep from the goats; assigning to one everlasting life, and to other 
everlasting punishment. And in 2 Thess. 1:7-8 we read, "-when the Lord Jesus 
shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ." Christ now commands faith, repentance, obedience-not only in 
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baptism but in humble faithful service to His cause. Christ's word will judge us 
in the last day. (Jn. 12:48). Christ, through His word, separates the believer from
the unbeliever, the penitent from the impenitent, the baptized from the 
unbaptized, the faithful from the unfaithful. Do not deny these truths, but profit 
by them. It is for your good. and mine, that Christ is a divider -- in the process of
being Prince of Peace.

March 1957

E-Sword
Get it here
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The False Doctrine Of Liberal Redefinition Pt. 2

By: Jim Miller
Gray, Maine

Last month we started looking at how liberals use redefining words and concepts
to justify their error when it comes to Scripture and the destruction of the 
Constitution for their own vile purpose. We now continue this study by 
examining rebuke and reproof. I will attempt to explain how these terms are 
twisted and how the liberal will use them against the Christian who stands on 
God’s Word.

Let’s look at reproof. 

παιδευω
paideuo
Thayer’s Definition:

1) to train children
1a) to be instructed or taught or learn
1b) to cause one to learn

2) to chastise
2a) to chastise or castigate with words, to correct

2a1) of those who are moulding the character of others by reproof and 
admonition

2b) of God
2b1) to chasten by the affliction of evils and calamities

2c) to chastise with blows, to scourge
2c1) of a father punishing his son
2c2) of a judge ordering one to be scourged

Part of Speech: verb

 The Christian needs to have a true desire to know God's will and live by it. A 
wise man said, "Buy the truth, and sell it not" (Prov. 23:23). This proverb shows 
clearly just how precious the Truth is, that there should be a great willingness 
and even sacrifice on the part of the Christian in order to obtain it, and that we 
have an obligation to cling to Truth at all costs. 
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Now, the liberal will tell you that there are really no absolutes given in Scripture 
that it is all open to one’s own interpretation and when you correct them or 
reprove them as the bible states, the first thing they will say is, “Who are you to 
Judge me?” “Only God can judge!” All the while they ignore the scriptural 
teaching of God’s Word. They will cling to Matthew 7:1–2:  “Judge not, that ye be
not judged. For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what 
measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.” Yet they will completely 
ignore "Judge not according to appearance, but judge righteous judgment" (Jn. 
7:24).  "Let God be true, but every man a liar. . ." (Rom. 3:4). Liberals fail to 
understand or simply ignore that one passage speaks of righteous judgment, and
the other of unrighteous judgment. The one is right and permitted; the other is 
wrong and forbidden. Yet they continue to twist the Scripture to fit their 
narrative and think they are making your reproof null and void. The liberal is 
always seeking to redefine the Word of God, just as political liberals are trying to
do the same with the Constitution today. 

They forget or ignore what Jesus taught in His lesson comparing the kingdom of 
heaven to a treasure hidden in a field and to a goodly pearl (Matt. 13:44-46). 

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when
a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he 
hath, and buyeth that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a 
merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: Who, when he had found one pearl of 
great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought (Matt. 13:44-46). 

Both the man who accidentally discovered the hidden treasure and the man who 
found the goodly pearl for which he had been searching sold all that they had in 
order to obtain it. The Bereans displayed this attitude toward learning God's will 
when they "searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things were so":

These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the 
word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether 
those things were so (Acts 17:11). 

A wise man is marked by this attitude toward learning the will of God. He will 
listen to instruction or reproof from another: “Give instruction to a wise man, 
and he will be yet wiser: teach a just man, and he will increase in learning (Prov. 
9:9). “The wise in heart will receive commandments . . .” (10:8). A wise man will 
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love the man who reproves him for his sin: “(Prov. 9:8)Reprove not a scorner, 
lest he hate thee: rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee” (Prov. 9:8). 
The liberal is more akin to the scorner than he is to the wise. The wise man 
perceives that anytime he has the opportunity to rid himself of incorrect belief or
practice, he must change or correct his belief and practice and exchange the bad 
for the good.

By contrast, the fool hates reproof. This is the case in both scriptural action and 
also in Constitutional action. You simply can't separate God from either.

The redefining of both the Bible and the Constitution is the liberals’ Trojan 
Horse built to draw man away from both. 

Now lets look at rebuke...

εε ε λεγξις
elegxis
Thayer’s Definition:

1) refutation, rebuke
Part of Speech: noun feminine
1) to convict, refute, confute

1a) generally with a suggestion of shame of the person convicted
1b) by conviction to bring to the light, to expose

2) to find fault with, correct
2a) by word

2a1) to reprehend severely, chide, admonish, reprove
2a2) to call to account, show one his fault, demand an explanation

2b) by deed
2b1) to chasten, to punish

Part of Speech: verb

Rebuke is similar to reproof but it carries a stronger connotation.

The progressive liberals will have none of this, either. Again, when they are 
rebuked strongly—even by the plain teaching of Scripture— they will start 
making accusations and then begin labeling you as something they believe is 
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reprobate, calling you “legalist,” “anti,” “patternist,” “extremist,” and anything 
else they believe will paint a bad picture of their corrector. For liberals it is not 
about what the Scriptures teach; it is about how they redefine those teachings to 
fit whatever error they are teaching. In politics these misguided folks do the 
same thing with the Constitution and law of the land. It is truly shameful and 
immoral to believe and behave in this manner.

“He that rebuketh a man afterwards shall find more favor than he that flattereth 
with the tongue” (Prov. 28:23). The Hebrew word for "rebuke" (yakach) in this 
proverb means to decide, judge, reprove, or correct. We rebuke a person when 
we take him to task or reprimand him.

To Rebuke a brother (or anyone, for that matter) requires courage. It is always 
easier when we can commend others than it is to have to tell them they are 
wrong or in error. God charged Nathan the prophet to go to David and convict 
him of the sin of adultery, Nathan had to be bold in order to fulfill this duty 
(read 2 Sam. 12). David, as the king of Israel, had great power. He had arranged 
to dispose of Uriah. Nathan knew if David became angry that he might be 
imprisoned or possibly put to death. Still Nathan was courageous and went to 
David pointing out his sinfulness.

It is a necessity that we do this today. We already see the destruction of not 
doing so: split churches, immoral government, and the progressive liberal 
doctrine spreading like a wildfire—destroying all in its path. 

Rebuke shows love. Paul found it truly painful to have to rebuke his brethren, 
yet he loved them and was compelled to do so. Paul expressed it like this: "For 
out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote unto you with many tears; 
not that ye should be grieved, but that ye might know the love which I have more
abundantly unto you" (2 Cor. 2:4).
God commands rebuke. He told the Israelites, "Thou shalt not hate thy brother 
in thine heart: thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbor, and not suffer sin 
upon him" (Lev. 19:17). God’s command to rebuke one who sins was so that men
would avoid developing hatred and to avoid being complicit in his sin. 

Jesus taught clearly that if a brother trespasses against you, "go and tell him his 
fault between you and him alone" (Matt. 18:15). The Lord also commanded, "if 
thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him" 
(Luke 17:3).
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To rebuke someone is to call him to repentance. The point of castigating 
someone is to produce godly sorrow that in turn will bring repentance. Whether 
it be over Scriptural matters or Constitutional matters, these rules remain the 
same. 

The proverbial “fly in the ointment” is the progressive liberals’ tendencies to 
want again to redefine both documents so as to make themselves the victims of a
so-called witch hunt.
I will quote brother Irvin Himmel here because I believe what he had to say on 
the subject of rebuke fits right in here:

As Proverbs 26:28 states it, "a flattering mouth worketh ruin." How many people
do you know who have been brought to repentance through flattery? The real 
friend is not the flatterer but one who rebukes in the spirit of love.
"He who gives us kisses when he ought to give us reproof, or who holds back 
deserved rebuke from cowardice, is more cruel than if he withheld from us an 
indispensable medicine simply because it had a bitter taste. And if a wound is to 
be probed it is surely better for the patient that it should be done by a skillful 
and tender hand than by one who has no sympathy with us and no acquaintance 
with our inner life" (W. Harris).
Firm, frank, and kind rebuke finds more favor than flattery will ever produce. 
 
The progressive liberals are always seeking to be flattered and looking for praise.
They build themselves up in the eyes of others and say whatever they must to 
make their heresies sound believable by redefining the meaning of words 
teachingand plain teaching of the Word of God. 

Here is what we face as Christians, not just in the religious aspect of life, but also
the everyday life in which we must walk. Christians know they must be in this 
world but not of it. The founders of this country knew this and incorporated the 
teachings of God into our Constitution. They did not seek to separate church and
state. They knew that if God were left out (as is being done today) that the 
country could not stand for lack of a moral foundation. In both the religious and 
secular aspects of life the progressive liberals seek to destroy the very foundation
of both and set themselves up as the law in both aspects.

Faithful saints have fought against such progressive liberal doctrine knowing 
that there would be those even among us who would be deceived. Once you take 
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the one true God out of the picture and say there are no absolutes, you make a 
mockery of the Scriptures and God.

Is it any wonder that the Scriptures teach that few will enter the strait gate and 
stay on the narrow way to life?

Next month we will finish this series of articles by looking at Hell. 
Till next we meet may God bless. 

Foot Note: Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are from the KJV Bible.

If you or your church needs a website to further the
Lords work in your area contact me I can make it
affordable for just about anyone. See some of my

work by following these links.
http://thescripturecache.com

http://graychurchofchrist.com
http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom

http://falsedoctrinesofman.com
http://tollandcountycoc.com

Contact me at jfmiller61@gmail.com
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Outline of the book of Romans Part 3

Eric Farrior
Freeport, Fl.

Chapter 5 starts thusly: Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:  By whom also we have access by 
faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God. (Rom. 5:1-2)
The word “therefore” links these verses to the thoughts of chapter 4, 
especially these verses: But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we 
believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; Who was 
delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification. (Rom. 
4:24-25). 

Abraham was justified by a working, obedient faith (Rom. 4:12).  He was one 
that submitted to God in trusting compliance, ever walking before Him 
“perfectly” (Gen. 17:1).  He displayed his trust in God in obedience as we must
also do (Heb. 11:8, 17-19).   He was justified by faith and the opening verses of
chapter 5 say that those saints in Rome were as well!  Yet, how were they 
justified by faith?  Please notice the following: Know ye not, that so many of 
us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  
Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ 
was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life.  For if we have been planted together in the 
likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection 
(Rom. 6:3-5)

Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his 
servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience 
unto righteousness?  But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, 
but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was 
delivered you.  Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of 
righteousness. (Rom. 6:16-18). 

 Without compliance with the commands of the gospel, they could not have 
been “saved from wrath”, nor could they have displayed their faith in God. 
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This chapter begins with the same basic affirmation that was taught in the 
letter to Ephesus  (Eph. 2:8-9);  that the redeemed are so because they have 
received the grace of God in the obedience of faith (to see HOW those in 
Ephesus received grace thru faith, notice Acts 19).  He also reiterates what 
was taught in Rom. 3:24, that “grace” is found in Christ and accessed by our 
compliance with the terms of pardon (cf. Acts 2:38, 22:16, et al.). 

 
It is not a coincidence that Paul speaks of hope in this chapter after opening it
with our “justification”.  An act of mercy divine was the sending of the Son of 
God to live and die for us and we certainly have not earned it, nor do we 
deserve it (cf. vv. 3-6)!  This is emphasized in vv. 7-8.  Jesus came to save 
sinners from their own sins (Lk. 19:10); and any person that has read the 
word of God ought to realize this point:  We do not deserve what was given 
for us!  The only thing we have earned is DEATH (Rom. 6:23, cf. Is. 59:1-2, 2 
Thes. 1:7-9).  Yet God offers us LIFE thru Jesus and His gospel (Eph. 3:6).  
The power of the blood of Christ is spoken of in v9, able to cleanse every stain 
from the souls of men (cf. Is. 1:18).  To be justified is to be saved, as this verse 
clearly shows.  We are saved from “wrath” by His blood.   The “wrath” is a 
reference to the just nature of God and His punishment for rebellion (cf. Gen. 
6, 19; Nah. 1:3).  Those who do not appropriate the blood of Christ are not 
saved from wrath.  Those who are not baptized into Christ do not appropriate 
the blood of Christ (Mt. 26:28; Acts 2:38, 22:16; Col. 2:11-13).  Therefore 
those who are not baptized into Christ do not contact the blood of Christ and 
are not saved from wrath (cf. Lev. 17:11, 1 Pet. 1:18-19).

Notice the contrast between “reconciled” and “enemies” in v10.  The term 
reconciled carries the meaning of restoring a previous relationship.  This 
implies a few things:

#1- When the gospel of Christ is obeyed by man, he is put back in the 
relationship he shared with God before sin entered his life (cf. Rom. 7:9).  
This falsifies the fallacy of “total depravity”!

     #2- Sin separates man from God (Is. 64:7) and something must be DONE to 
restore that.

This is where the sacrifice of Jesus comes in.  His death, burial and 
resurrection made redemption for man possible (cf. 4:25, 1 Cor. 15:1-4).  This 
is why only thru Him is the “atonement” possible.  The words “atonement” 
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and “reconciliation” are very close in meaning, thus v11 compliments and 
supplements the thoughts of v10.  The remainder of the chapter contrasts two
figures; Adam and Jesus.  Spiritual death was introduced into the world by 
the sin of Adam and Eve (v11, cf. Gen. 3).  The death is spiritual and we can 
see this plainly from the clause “for that all have sinned” (v12b). The death 
seen here is a consequence of sin, which is separation from God (cf. Is. 59:1-
2).  Spiritual life is possible for man by the sacrifice of Jesus (vv. 15-21). 

In light of spiritual life being possible through Christ, a question is asked at 
the beginning of chapter 6: “shall we continue in sin that grace may 
abound?” (v1b)  In my opinion, this chapter is one of the most powerful 
arguments in scripture regarding this principle:  God DEMANDS holy living!  
If you are a servant of Christ, you have no business in the “man pleasing 
business” (Gal. 1:10).  The saints in Rome (Rom. 1:7), those obedient to the 
faith (Rom. 1:5) had died to sin (v2a).  Notice also that previously they had 
LIVED in sin (v2b).  How absurd then for liberals to say that one cannot “live 
in adultery”! As this chapter is studied, it should be noted the vast difference 
in living for self and living for God.

Those Saints in Rome were baptized into Christ, thus they were dead to self 
AND sin, for they were dead and BURIED (baptism is immersion, never 
sprinkling or pouring) when they were baptized INTO Christ (vv.3-4).  In 
baptism they were “planted together with him” (v5).  The “him” is Jesus (v3) 
and it is baptism that unites man with His Lord , notice: And ye are complete
in him, which is the head of all principality and power:  In whom also ye are
circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the 
body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ:  Buried with him 
in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the 
operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.  And you, being dead 
in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened 
together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses (Col. 2:11-13, cf. Gal. 
3:26-27).  With these truths in mind, how absurd for folks to deny the 
necessity of baptism!  I wonder, do they affirm that a man can be saved 
without Jesus?  Well friend, the only way you can be “united with Jesus” is in 
baptism, as commanded by the Lord Himself (Mk. 16:15-16, cf. Acts 2:38, 
41,47)!
(Continued in part 4 next month)

(All scripture from the KJV unless otherwise noted)
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Nero (Part 6)

Tim Bench
Abilene, Texas

“The  legal  ground for  the  persecution  of  Christians  by  Roman rulers  is  still
obscure. The first persecution under Nero in 64 seems inspired by the emperor's
desire to find some one to blame for the great fire of that year in Rome, for
rumor had accused Nero of starting it. The Christians were unpopular enough
that it seemed plausible to accuse them of the crime. Tertullian says that from
that time on, it was unlawful to be a Christian — the name alone was the crime. 

To be sure, there was no continuous effort to suppress the Church, but rather
sporadic action by governors. These men had authority to forbid and punish any
movements they believed dangerous or subversive. Persistent rumor held that
the Christians were dangerous, "haters of the human race," and guilty of secret
crimes. In any case it was notorious that they refused to worship the Emperor as
divine,  or  make sacrifices  to  the  gods on his  behalf.  This  was interpreted as
disloyalty, if not treason.” from “Tertullian's Apology” by William M. Green, 7-
11-1968 issue of “The Gospel Guardian”. 

“Paul is thought to have written the First Corinthian letter about 56-57 A. D.,
and the Neronian persecutions occurred between those dates and the end of
Nero's reign, which terminated in 68 A.D These persecutions were not to be
construed as Empire-wide bans against Christianity, but reflected the personal
attitude and temperament of Nero toward Christians. For the first five years of
Nero's rule, no abuse was tendered the Christians. 

But during the latter portion of his reign, he appeared to take personal delight in
subjecting  Christians  to  all  manner  of  tortures.  It  is  known  that  Nero  even
brought the torture of Christians to the various provinces of his Empire, as he
went from city to city, engaging in the grossest immoralities....in this series of
debaucheries.” from “Clerical Celibacy And God's Word” by Luther W. Martin,
10-10-1957 issue of “The Gospel Guardian”. 
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“...the  innocent  Christians  were  burned  and  smoked  by  the  Romans,  with
torches and lamps, under the shoulders and on other tender parts of their naked
bodies,  after  these  had  been  cruelly  lacerated  with  scourges  or  rods.  This
burning was done also with shavings and fagots, they (the Christians) being tied
to stakes worth half a stiver. 

Therefore  they  called  the  Christians  sarmenticii,  that  is,  fagot  people,  and
semissii,  that is,  half stiver people; because they stood fastened to half stiver
stakes,  and  were  thus  burned  with  the  slow fire  of  fagots....these  miserable,
accused Christian martyrs were used as candles, torches, or lanterns, to see by
them at night. 

Of those who were burned, some were tied or nailed to stakes, and held still by a
hook driven through the throat, so that they could not move the head when the
pitch, wax, tallow, and other inflammable substances were poured boiling over
their heads, and set on fire, so that all the unctious matter of the human body
flowing down made long,  wide furrows in  the sand of  the  theatre.  And thus
human  beings  were  lighted  as  torches,  and  burned  as  lights  for  the  wicked
Romans at night.

Juvenal and Martial, both Roman poets, and Tertullian, state this in a different
manner, namely, that the Romans wrapped them in a painful or burning mantle,
which they wound around their hands and feet, in order to melt the very marrow
in their bones.”

from “Nero's Cruelties Against the Christians”, Association of Historic Baptists,
www.baptists.net. 

The general population of Rome may have been likewise fully complicit and 
supportive of the “Christians” being blamed for the fire....

“Although an unsavoury subject to the modern reader, and to later Roman 
historians as well,  Nero’s persecution of Christians may have been well-received
by the citizens of Rome... After the massively destructive fire of A.D. 64, all those
people who had lost their homes and livelihoods must have wanted a scapegoat. 
And although it was very doubtfully correct to put the Christian population of 
Rome in this position, it would have appeased the bereaved from “The Imperial 
Message: Nero’s propaganda and its reception” by  Lieke Meulenbroek, page 36, 
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www.academia.edu.

An additional theory as to the rationale for persecution of Christians during this 
era centers around one of Nero’s few personal relationships; his mistress 
Poppea…

“Poppea was favorable to Judaism and had certainly enough influence over Nero
to protect the Jews; she was regarded by them as a proselyte and is termed by 
Josephus (Ant., XX, viii, 11) theosebes, "god-fearing." When the populace and 
Nero were seeking victims for revenge, the Jews may have been glad of the 
opportunity of putting forward the Christians and may have been encouraged in 
this by Poppea. Farrar (Early Days of Christianity, I, chapter iv) sees "in the 
proselytism of Poppea, guided by Jewish malice, the only adequate explanation 
of the first Christian persecution." From “Nero at www.biblehub.com. 

Nero’s wrath was not quenched by the massacres, deaths, and tortures inflicted 
upon the Christians. 21 Christianity’s two most well-known (at the time) voices 
were also stilled by Nero, the Apostle Paul via beheading in Rome in 
approximately 66-68 AD,2 preceded by the execution of Peter in approximately 
64 AD.13,14 (Other writers suggest Paul’s death by decree of Nero may have 
occurred as early as 64 AD…see “Encyclopedia of Biblical Prophecy” by J. Barton
Payne, page 536 as an example). 

“As his popularity waned, Nero and Tigellinus realized that individuals were 
needed who could be charged with the disaster. It so happened that there was 
such a group ready at hand, Christians, who had made themselves unpopular 
because of their refusal to worship the emperor, their way of life, and their 
secret meetings. Further, at this time two of their most significant "teachers" 
were in Rome, Peter and Paul. They were ideal scapegoats, individuals whom 
most Romans loathed, and who had continually sung of the forthcoming end of
the world. 

Their destruction was planned with the utmost precision and cruelty, for the 
entertainment of the populace. The venue was Nero's circus near the Mons 
Vaticanus. Christians were exposed to wild animals and were set ablaze, 
smeared with pitch, to illuminate the night. The executions were so grisly that 
even the populace displayed sympathy for the victims. Separately, Peter was 
crucified upside down on the Vatican hill and Paul was beheaded along the Via 
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Ostiensis. But Nero's attempt, and hope, to shift all suspicion of arson to others 
failed. His popularity even among the lower classes was irrevocably 
impaired.” 
From  Tacitus 15.38-44, Suetonius 38. 

We will continue with part Seven next month...........
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Truth is a most precious thing.
In our world, everyone is searching for something. If you are searching for answers to

questions regarding God, Jesus, hope, happiness, faith, life after death, good and evil, the
church, the Bible, God's plan for you, or Jesus' love for you, the answers to these can be

found in this series of programs.

 Click Here to View The Videos

We invite you to visit our New Website that is...

http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom/?page_id=1058
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WHATEVER HAPPENED TO “FIRST
PRINCIPLES”? 

By Dub McClish 
Denton, Texas

Introduction 

To speak of “first principles” in any field of endeavor is to speak of things basic, 
elementary, fundamental, and rudimentary. The Hebrews writer referred to “the
rudiments of the first principles of the oracles of God” (Heb. 5:12). While in the 
context he shamed the brethren for not progressing beyond them, he certainly 
never advised forgetting them. Brethren have generally recognized the “first 
principles” to be such things as (1) inspiration of Scripture, (2) the virgin birth, 
Deity, and resurrection of Jesus, (3) the miraculous phenomena recorded in 
Scripture, (4) the plan of salvation, (5) the establishment and identifying marks 
of the church, (6) and Bible authority. 

Twenty-five or thirty years ago the cry went up from some in the church that 
there was too much preaching on first principles. There may have been an 
element of truth in the criticism (which, incidentally, just about paralleled the 
rise of an outcry against “negative” preaching). In responding to the criticism 
some quit preaching on the rudimentary truths almost altogether. The 
proverbial pendulum made its swing. 

Disdain for “the basics” is seen in what is (and is not) regularly preached from 
pulpits, taught in Bible classes, and proclaimed in Gospel meetings and 
lectureships. Gospel meetings have been discontinued in many congregations in 
favor of “seminars,” some of which are centered more on social than Biblical 
themes. 

Some brethren no longer merely neglect the first principles. They have declared 
their intent to avoid preaching on them because they hold them in contempt. I 
heard one preacher apologize publicly for ever having preached on the 
identifying marks of the church and promised to never do so again. I once heard 
a sermon tape in which the preacher ridiculed those who preach the Gospel plan 
of salvation as “five-steppers.” He charged that if the nineteenth century 
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preacher, Walter Scott, had possessed only four fingers the “five-steppers” would
only be “four-steppers” (implying that Scott invented the plan)! 

The sermon standard of many preachers seems to be, “What can I say in fifteen 
or twenty minutes that will massage the egos of and entertain and please all who 
hear?” Not infrequently rank and file brethren in various parts of the nation tell 
me that they know preachers who have not for months even mentioned the plan 
of salvation at the conclusion of their sermons, much less devoted any sermons 
to it. 

Some preachers have quit offering an invitation of any kind at the close of their 
sermons. Of course, if they’re not going to tell people how to come to Christ, they
may as well not invite them. Almost thirty years ago a “worship committee” 
where I preached pressured me to cease offering an invitation at the close of my 
sermons. I responded that as long as I was preaching there I would offer the 
invitation. (I only lasted seven months, but I offered the invitation every time I 
preached!) 

Of course, we need to emphasize more than just the first principles, but we dare 
not neglect them. Why is this so? 

Because They Are Fundamental 

In the very nature of the case, any group that forgets the fundamental principles 
and practices upon which it was founded and upon which it rests will fail. This is
no less true in religion than in sports, education, business, and other disciplines. 

A congregation cannot remain committed to the Truth on baptism, worship, 
church organization, the nature of the kingdom, or any other subject if it does 
not hear them regularly emphasized. Such themes regularly characterized the 
subject matter of Gospel preachers, especially in Gospel meetings, until a 
generation ago. They still characterize the Gospel meeting preaching of some of 
us. 

Several years ago I observed a serious neglect of the pivotal hermeneutical 
principle of the significance of the silence of Scripture. Subsequently I have 
made it my practice to preach on this subject in every Gospel meeting in which I 
was allowed to choose my subjects. More than once after this I have been told 
such things as “I have not heard a sermon on that subject in thirty years,” or “I 
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have never heard a complete sermon on that subject.” It is alarming to hear such
statements concerning so fundamental a subject. 

We must renew our emphasis on primary principles of Truth and continue to 
emphasize them simply because they are fundamental and primary! 

Because Men Forget 

The Bible repeats certain major themes time after time. Jesus taught the 
apostles and others some of the same Truths repeatedly. The Lord sent the Holy 
Spirit to the apostles upon His return to Heaven in part, as He told them, to 
“bring to your remembrance all that I said unto you” (John 14:26). Paul repeated
instructions and reminded brethren of various things on several occasions (Acts 
20:31, 35; Gal. 5:21; 1 The. 3:4; 2 The. 2:5; et al.). Peter wrote of the proclivity of 
the human mind to forget. Those to whom he wrote had certainly been taught 
the primary principles of the faith, but he stated his purpose to keep reminding 
them as long as he lived (2 Pet. 1:12-15). 

Even spiritually mature saints can forget if their memories are not periodically 
refreshed. The three great laws of learning are still repetition, repetition, 
repetition. So I repeat: We must continue to stress first principles because men 
tend to forget. 

Because of the Children 

It is generally conceded that the public education system has tragically failed our
nation’s children for several decades. While there may be many causes involved, 
it can hardly be gainsaid that the failure is due in large part to dilution (if not 
abandonment) of some of the most basic subjects. Add to this the replacement of
tried and true teaching methods in favor of experimental ones and the results 
are predictable. Many of the youngsters to whom the schools have awarded 
diplomas the last several years have severe difficulty reading, writing, spelling, 
and doing simple math (without a calculator), and who have hardly a clue 
concerning the history of our nation or of the world. Such are the sad fruits of 
neglecting and abandoning the first principles in education. 

Moses commanded Israel in the wilderness that each generation of parents must
emphatically and constantly teach its children the fundamental lessons 
concerning obedience to Jehovah lest they forget Him (Deu. 6:1–25). The 
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beginning of their failure in this duty signaled their end. Apostasy, followed by 
numerous oppressions, finally led to their national destruction and captivity. 

A large percentage of the last two or three generations in the church have now 
grown up not learning the most fundamental tenets of the faith. Many of these 
were not brought up hearing Bible preaching, either because little of it was being
preached, or, if it was, they may have been in a “Children’s Bible Hour” playing 
games and watching puppet shows at the time. Even worse are the many 
“Christian” homes in which parents are too secular, carnal, and careless to teach 
their children the Bible and refuse to attend the assemblies and bring their 
children more than an hour or two per week. 

Do these things give us any hints concerning the source of many of the 
“progressive,” loose, and liberal trends in the congregations? Some of these 
fundamental-deprived folk who are clueless concerning the distinctiveness of the
Truth of the Gospel have decided to stay in the church and make it over as they 
want it to be. Is it any wonder that we face an epidemic of apostasy and 
digression in the kingdom? Christian parents who love their children will teach 
them the fundamental Truths of the Gospel at home. Also, they will insist on 
preaching that includes the great first principles. If they do not have that kind of 
preaching where they are, they will find a congregation that does. 

Without consistent book, chapter, and verse preaching of “the first principles of 
the oracles of God” the church will not long remain the church.

[Note: I wrote this MS for, and it appeared as an “Editorial Perspective” in, the 
April 2000 issue of THE GOSPEL JOURNAL, of which I was editor at the time.] 
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Learning to Give an Answer (5)

John P. Mabrey
Hilham, TN

This is perhaps the most important lesson in this series.  Every Christian needs 
to know how to “give an answer” regarding salvation 

What is Salvation?  
Webster1 defines “salvation” as:  “a saving or being saved from danger, evil, 
difficulty, destruction, etc.; rescue.”  Those are good definitions, but let us see if 
we can do better.  Nelson’s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary2 defines “salvation”
as:  “deliverance from the power of sin; redemption.”  This is a much better 
definition for our purposes of study in this class.

What are we saved from?  
Nelson’s says that we are saved “from the power of sin.”  This is exactly what the 
Bible teaches us concerning salvation.  Matthew 1:21 tells us:  “And she shall 
bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS :  for he shall save his 
people from their sins.   Luke 19:10 says, “For the son of man is come to seek 
and to save that which was lost.”  It is evident from the scripture what salvation 
is intended to do, and  that is to “save” people from their sins.  

Who is to do the saving?
The preceding verses tell us not only what salvation is, but also tell us who does, 
or is to do) the saving.  Jesus is the one that was born to Mary in Bethlehem.  He 
is the one that came to “seek and to save that which was lost.”  He is the one, and
only one that can “save his people from their sins.”  We know this by several 
scriptures listed in the New Testament.  Please notice the following:  Acts 4:12
—“Neither is there salvation in any other:  for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men whereby we must be saved.”  Also in John 14:6, Jesus
said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life :  no man cometh to the Father but 
by me.”  We, as mere mortals, can do nothing to earn our way to heaven on the 
merit of works that we might do.  Paul said, when writing to the brethren at 
Ephesus:  “For by grace ye are saved through faith; and not of yourselves :  it 
is the gift of God: Not of works lest any man should boast.” (Eph. 2:8-9)  
Therefore, in order to be saved, someone has to do the saving that is not a man, 
or woman, in the flesh.  We are too weak and frail as fleshly beings.  Jesus must 
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save us by his grace when we display from the heart our faith in him to do so.  Is 
there nothing then that man can do in order to be saved?  Well, some people 
would have us to believe just that.  Some would have us to believe that if God 
wants to save us, then he will save us, and if he wants us to remain lost, then we 
will die in a lost condition.  But, hold on just a minute; if that be the case, and we
have no say so in the matter, and God saves only those that he chooses to save, 
would that not make God a “respecter of persons?”  Indeed it would!  Is God a 
respecter of persons?  Let us see what the scriptures say.  Peter said in the book 
of Acts, “Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons:  But in every 
nation he that feareth him and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.”  
(Acts 10:34-35)  Oh, so the scripture says that a man must work righteousness in
order to be accepted of God.   We now see that it is not works of “merit” that 
gives us access to the grace of God, but works of “righteousness.”  What does 
Paul have to say on this matter?   Paul is adamant in his statement to the Roman
Christians, when he writes:  “For there is no respect of persons with God.” 
(Rom. 2:11)  Therefore we can conclude that the doctrine that says “God saves 
some, and He condemns some” is not keeping with the scripture.

Who then can be saved?
When God sent his son to be born into this world, he did not send him here in 
vain.  The mission that Christ undertook, he did it willingly, and to fulfill his 
Father’s will that all should have access to the great salvation which is offered to 
mankind.  Jesus said, in John 3:16-17, “For God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.  For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the 
world; but that the world through him might be saved.”  As further evidence 
that salvation is offered to all men, Peter wrote, in Second Pet. 3:9—“The Lord is
not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is 
longsuffering to usward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance.” Again in the book of Acts chapter 17, and verse 30:  “And 
the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men 
everywhere to repent.”  How could God command all men to repent if he has 
already chosen who will be saved, and who will not be saved?  The very idea is 
ridiculous.   All are “called”, therefore salvation is available to all.

Where is this salvation available? (church membership)
As we have already observed, salvation is a spiritual blessing given to us as a gift 
by the grace of God.  The question now is where do we access those spiritual 
blessings?  The answer is found in Ephesians 1:3.  “Blessed be the God and 
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Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings
in heavenly places in Christ:” Since all spiritual blessing are “in Christ”, then it 
behooves us to ask the question:  “How do we get in Christ?”

God has not left us blind, nor does He leave us without direction 
concerning the answer to this question.  Just as God commanded Moses in the 
wilderness to construct the tabernacle according to the “pattern” that was 
revealed to him in the mountain; God has given us a “pattern” or a “plan” to 
follow in order to obtain salvation.  He has told us in his word both how to find 
salvation, and where to find salvation.  This plan applies to all who will seek 
salvation.  Jesus does not save some people one way and other people another 
way.  The “plan” must be followed in the same way by all.

The Plan of Salvation.  God has left us through the written word, a very simple 
plan of salvation for man.  In order to gain a better understanding of the plan of 
salvation, we are going to first of all break it down into two separate sections.  
The two sections are “God’s part” and “Man’s part.” 
God’s Part.  There are three components that we must give attention to when 
studying God’s part in the plan for saving man.  They are:  1) God sending his 
Son, 2) The shedding of Jesus blood, and 3) the Spirit revealed Word.  These 
three separate components make up the “grace” of God.  The “plan” begins with 
God’s grace.  We have already noted that man cannot save himself from sin.  
“For by grace ye are saved through faith; and not of yourselves:  it is the gift of
God.”(Eph. 2:8)

God sent his only Son into this world that all might be saved.  This is confirmed 
by John 3:16—For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
Again, in I John 4:10 we read, “Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 
By the crucifixion of Christ, that is, by the shedding of his blood, we have access 
to the grace of God, but we are not automatically placed within the grace of God. 
Ephesians 1:7 says, “In whom we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace.”  We learn through the 
words of Peter also, that it is only through the blood of Christ, that perfect 
sacrifice, that we are made clean from sin.  I Peter 1:19 says, “But with the 
precious blood of Christ, as a lamb without blemish and without spot:”

In addition to God sending his Son, and Jesus shedding his precious blood, God 
gave us his everlasting Word as revealed by the Holy Spirit.  Pay particular 
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attention to John 16:13—“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will 
guide you into all truth:  for he shall not speak of himself, but whatsoever he 
shall hear, that shall he speak:  and he will shew you all things to come.”  What 
Jesus was telling his apostles is this, that after he would be crucified, that God 
was going to send them a “comforter” that would provide them words to speak.  
They would in turn preach these words, whereby men must be saved.  Man 
cannot be saved without the word of God.  Today, we have this “Word” in written
form that we call the New Testament which provides us with His plan to save 
man.  But still, the question remains, how do we access that grace? 

Man’s Part.  Seeing that God has provided all the things necessary for man’s 
salvation leads some people to say that man can do nothing for his own 
salvation; that if God wants to save you he will save you and if he wants you to be
lost he will not save you.  It also leads to another false doctrine called 
“universalism” which states that ALL will be saved, and no one will be lost. But, 
what does the Bible say?  After God sending his son to die for us, and Jesus 
shedding his blood on the cross, and the Spirit revealing the word of God; is 
there anything that man needs to do?  Well, the Bible instructs us that there are 
most certainly actions that are required on the part of mankind in order that his 
soul may be saved.  The scripture states that there are five (5) actions that a 
responsible individual must take in order to obtain forgiveness of sins in this 
life.  This is what we refer to as “obeying the gospel.”  Without such actions, man
cannot access the grace of God.   These actions are:  1) Hearing the gospel, 2) 
Believing the gospel, 3) Repenting of sins, 4) Confessing the name of Jesus and 
5) Being baptized into Christ.  

Next month, Lord willing, we will  study each one of these actions on an 
individual basis.

1)  Websters New World Collegiate Dictionary—fourth edition.  2000
2)  Nelson's New Illustrated Bible Dictionary—R.F. Youngblood, general editor; 
Thomas Nelson publishers.  1995

All scripture references are from the KJV unless otherwise noted.
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Something to think about

A carpenter is hired by a man to build a house. The prospective home owner
presents the carpenter with a complete set of blueprints and specifications. The

carpenter begins to build the house. But as he progresses, he decides that the
living room, if built according to the print, will be too small. So he adds a few
feet to the length of the room; changing the lay-out of the house, improving it

according to his own reasoning. After the house is finished, the carpenter
presents himself to his employer to collect his wages. But the employer refuses
to pay him because the house that the carpenter was to erect was, never built.

The house that was constructed was not the one that the carpenter was to build,
nor was it a part of their agreement. The same truth is evident when applied to

the word of God. The Bible sets forth God's plan for the construction of His
kingdom. If the church is established according to this plan, the existing

institution will resemble in every way the New Testament church. If it does not
resemble the church of New Testament times, it is not built according to the

original pattern. From these facts it should be evident that the religious
divisions which exist are not justifiable, either in the light of God's word or in

the light of human reasoning.

The Keys Of The Kingdom 30

Basic Bible Course

Basic Bible Course – Ira Y. Rice, Jr. Each lesson has been reformatted.
This reformatting will allow students to complete the course via the

Internet or to download the files to a computer and use them as study
guides.     

Click Here To Take The Course

http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom/?page_id=1225


We also want to invite you to watch the
40th  annual Bellview Lectures on the

false doctrine of Preterism. Please follow
this link to watch them all and learn.

Click Here to Watch
Or paste this link in your browser

http://graychurchofchrist.com/?page_id=125
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Travel directory of churches of Christ
Since we cannot attest to the soundness of any given assembly, we 
suggest you call ahead and speak with the Elders or Preacher. 

Remember: always make plans to worship God, even
on vacation, or just out-of-town for the weekend.

Alabama

Montevallo Church of Christ: 830 Vine St, Montevallo, AL. 35115 

Sunday Bible Class: 10 AM ***Morning Service: 11 AM***Evening Service: 6 PM***Wednesday Bible Class: 
7 PM***No Website***Phone: 205.665.7579 ***Preacher: Ray Brunner; Scott Crawford; & John 
Hutchinson

East Huntsville church of Christ: 801 Humes Ave Huntsville, AL. 35801

Sunday Bible Study: 9:00 am***Sunday Worship: 10 am & 1 pm***Wednesday Bible Study: 7:00 pm
Church Website Click Here***Phone: 256.534.4001***Preacher: Bill Cantrell 

Riverchase Church of Christ: 1868 Montgomery Hwy, Birmingham, AL 35244

Sunday Bible Class: 9:30 AM***Morning Service: 8:30 & 10:30***Evening Service: 6 PM***Wednesday 
Bible Class: 7 PM***Church Website Click Here***Phone: 205.988.5808***Preacher: Dewayne Spivey

Roebuck Parkway Church of Christ: 400 Roebuck Pkwy, Birmingham, AL 35206

Sunday Bible Class: 9 AM***Evening Service: 10 AM***Evening Service: 5 PM***Wednesday Bible Class: 7 
PM***Church Website Click Here***Phone: 205.833.1400***Preacher: Jason Moon

Austinville Church of Christ: 2833 Danville Rd. SW Decatur, AL 35603 

Sunday Bible Class: 9:30 AM***Evening Service: 10:30 AM***Evening Service: 5:30 PM***Wednesday 
Bible Class: 7 PM***Church Website Click Here***Phone 256.353.4256***Preacher: Mark N. Posey 

Arkansas

Letona Church of Christ: P.O. box 141 Letona, Arkansas 72085

Sunday Bible Study: 10 am***Sunday Worship: 11 Am***Sunday Evening: 5 pm***Wednesday Bible Study:
6 pm***No Website***Phone: 501.230.1201***Preachers: Sid Scudder, Jack Meredith

Newton Street church of Christ: 412 Newton Street Paragould, AR. 72450

Sunday am Bible Study - 9:15***Sunday Morning Worship - 10:00***Sunday Evening Worship - 5:00
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Wednesday Bible Study – 6:30***No Website***Phone 870.378.5551***Preacher: Joshua Dement 

Connecticut

Tolland County Church Of Christ:  24 Hyde Ave (Rt.30)  P.O. Box 3201 Vernon, CT 06066 

Sunday Bible Class: 9 A.M.***Morning Service: 10 A.M.*** Evening Service: 12:45 P.M.***Wednesday 
Bible Class: 7 P.M.***Church Website Click Here***Phone 860.810.9833***Preacher: Douglas Post

Florida

Bellview Church of Christ: 4850 Saufley Field Road Pensacola, Florida 32526

Sunday Bible Class  9:00 A.M.***Morning Service: 10:00 A.M.*** Evening Service: 6:00 P.M.***
Wednesday: Bible Class  7 P.M.***Church Website Click Here***Phone: 850.455.7595***Preacher: 
Michael Hatcher

Freeport Church of Christ: 17003 Highway 331 SouthPO Box 66 Freeport, Florida 32439

Sunday: Bible Study: 9:00 am*** Sunday Worship: 11am***Evening Service: 6pm***Wednesday Bible 
study: 7pm***No Website***Phone: 850.835.4640***Preacher: Eric Farrior 

College Avenue church of Christ: 337 DeFuniak Springs, FL. 32435
 
Sunday Bible Class: 9 am***Sunday Morning Worship 10 am*** Sunday Evening 6 pm***Wednesday Bible 
study 6 pm***Church Website Click Here***850-892-5384***Preacher:Robert Alexander

Midway church of Christ: 7226 Tamiami Tr. Sarasota Fl. 34243

Sunday: Bible Class: 9:30 A.M.***Morning Service: 10:30 A.M.***Evening Service: 6:00 P.M.***Tuesday: 
Ladies Class: 10:00 A.M.***Wednesday: Bible Class 7 P.M.***No Website at this time***Phone: 941-355-
6785***Preacher: Jack Pinckert Jr.

Georgia

Hartley Bridge Road church of Christ: 3465 Hartley Bridge Road, Macon, GA. 31216

Sunday Bible Class 10 AM***Sunday Worship 11 AM***Sunday Evening 6 PM*** Church Website Click   
Here  ***Phone: 478.781.1818***Preacher: Steve Waller

Kansas

Parsons church of Christ: 2900 Briggs Ave., Parsons, Kansas 67357

Sunday Bible Class: 9:45 AM***Morning Service: 10:45 AM***Evening Service: 6:00 PM***Wednesday 
Bible Class: 7:00 PM***No Website***Phone: 620-421-1497***Preacher: Cloyd “Ben” Frock, Jr.
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Kentucky

Mt Moriah church of Christ: 181 Mt. Moriah Rd. Dunmor KY 42339

Sunday Bible Study: 9 AM***Morning Service 10 AM***Evening Service:  6 PM***Wednesday Bible Study: 
6PM***No Website***Phone: 270.934.2007***Preacher: Rick Shutt 

Sturgis church of Christ: 801 N. Monroe St. Sturgis, KY 42459

Sunday Bible Class: 10:00 AM***Morning Service: 11:00 AM***Evening Service: 6:00 PM***Wednesday 
Bible Class: 6:00 PM***Church Website Click Here***Phone: (270) 333-4371***Preacher: Audie 
Cherry

Maine

Gray Church of Christ: 13 Liberty Ave, Gray Maine, 04039

Sunday Bible Class: 10 A.M.***Morning Service: 11 A.M.***Evening Service: 6 PM***Wednesday Bible 
Class: 6 P.M.*** church website click here***Phone: 207.299.0454***Preacher: James Miller

Michigan

Saline Church of Christ: 7300 E. Michigan Ave., Saline, Michigan 48176 

Sunday Bible Class: 9:30 A.M.***Morning Worship: 10:30 A.M.***Evening Worship: 6 PM***Wednesday 
Bible Class: 7 P.M.*** church website: click here***Phone: 734.429.4319***Preacher: A. L. Parr

Ridge Road Church of Christ: 1770 Ridge Road; Ypsilanti, MI 48198;

Sunday Bible Study 10:00 a.m.*** Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.***Evening Worship 6:00 
p.m.***Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 p.m.***Church Website Click Here***Phone 734-485-293
Preacher: Leonard J. Whit

Nebraska

Kearney church of Christ 1004 East 16th St. PO BOX 643 Kearney NE 68848 

Sunday Bible Class 9:30 a.m.*** Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.*** Wednesday Bible Class 7:00 p.m.
Church Website Click Here***Phone: 308.240.4622***Preacher:John Shafer

North Carolina

Eden church of Christ: 250 the boulevard, Eden NC 27288

Sunday Morning Bible class 9am***Sunday Worship 10am***No evening service***Thursday Bible class 
7pm***No Website***Phone: 276-340-2653***Preacher: James Oldfield 
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Ohio

Wolf Creek church of Christ: Malta, OH (Rt. 78-West of town)

Sunday Morning Bible Class 9:45***Morning Worship, 10:30 AM***Evening Worship 7:00PM***
Wednesday Bible class 7:00PM***No Website***Phone: 740-962-3363***No regular preacher

Tennessee

Sevierville Church of Christ: 208 Hicks Dr, Sevierville, TN 37862

Sunday Bible Class: 9 AM***Morning Service: 10 AM***Evening Service: 6 PM***Wednesday Bible Study: 
7 PM***Church Wesite Click Here***Phone:  865.453.8009***Preacher: John Daniels

Cullom church of Christ: Hwy 84 & Collins Cove Rd, Livingston, TN 38570, 

Sunday Bible Study 9am***Worship 10 am***Sunday Evening 6pm***Wednesday Bible Study 6pm***
Chuech Website Click Here***No phone***William H. Sowder Sr. 

Central Church of Christ: 112 Hay Long Avenue Mt. Pleasant, TN 38474

Sunday Bible Study: 9:30 AM***Sunday  Worship: 10:30 AM***Sunday Evening: 6:00 AM***Wednesday 
Study: 6:30 PM***Church Website Click Here***Phone Number: (931) 325-3040***Preacher: Danny 
Douglas

Texas

Oldham Lane Church of Christ: 5049 Oldham Lane, Abilene Texas,

Sunday Bible Class: 9 A.M.***Morning Service: 10 A.M.***Evening Service: 6 P.M.***Wednesday Bible 
Class: 7 P.M.***Church Website Click Here***Phone: 325-695-0055***Preacher: Chris McCurley 

Northpoint Church of Christ: 4224 N. I-35, Denton, TX 76207 

Sunday Bible Class9:30 AM***Sunday Worship  10:30 AM***Sunday Evening 1:00 PM***Wedesday 
B.C./Worship 7:00 PM***Scripture Cache   www.thescripturecache.com***Church Website Click Here***
Phone: 940.387.1429***Preacher: Dub McClish

Central Church of Christ: 507 Park Ave. Weatherford, Texas 76086  

Sunday Bible Study: 9:30 AM*** Sunday  Worship: 10:30 AM*** Wednesday Study: 4:30 PM***
No Website***Phone 817.304.3615***No formal preacher: David Calvert

Leonard church of Christ: 204 East Fannin St. Leonard, TX. 75452

Sunday AM B/S- 9:00-9:40***Sunday AM Worship- 9:45***Sunday PM Worship- 6:00***Wed. Bible 
study- 7:00***Church Website Click Here***Phone: 903.587.2229***Preacher: Bob Lewis 
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away, you may make as many copies as you wish as long as you
Never charge for it and Never make any changes to it. You may also

pass on this publication in its PDF format to anyone you like with
NO changes or Charge.

Website Design and Hosting Click Here
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