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Voices from The Past 

Religious Tolerance 

 

Roy Lanier, Jr. 

 
The religious world today is crying out for tolerance. Wherever we turn we hear 
the pleas of denominational leaders for tolerance and consideration of others 
views. This is a little peculiar in one sense, and yet it makes a lot of sense in 
another way. We certainly need tolerance today, but sometimes the most 
intolerant are those who preach tolerance. If one does not choose to practice 
their brand of tolerance, they can become the most intolerant of all! 

Tolerance means “allowance of that which is not wholly approved.” If we take 
this to mean that we allow freedom of religion, we say this is fine and good. If we 
take this to mean that we must become involved in something which is contrary 
to Bible principles, we say this is evil and bad. Notice what Paul says about those 
who will change their preaching: “But though we, or an angel from heaven, 
should preach unto vou any gospel other than that which we preached unto 
you, let him be anathema” (Gal. 1:8). Now, some would say that Paul was 
intolerant, but let us notice a few things about toleration in the following study. 

Tolerance does not mean approval.  

Paul condemns those who approve of an ungodly practice, whether or not they 
themselves actually participate (Rom. 1:32). This means we do not have to 
practice some ungodly act to be condemned; we might just “have pleasure in 
them that do them.” We can be tolerant in matters religious, but that does not 
involve our approval of things that do not suit our Lord. 

Tolerance does not involve an obligation of silence.  

When denominations do that which is not pleasing to the Lord, in order for us to 
be tolerant, some propose that we be silent. But tolerance does not call for such 
as that. Notice that Peter tells us to be ready to give an answer to every man that 
asks concerning the hope we have as Christians (1 Pet. 3:15). Paul, when seeing 
Peter act unworthy, rebuked him to his face (Gal. 2:11). Jesus told us to go to our 
brother who had sinned against us, and tell it to him (Mt. 18:15-17). Paul told the 
elders at Ephesus that he had declared unto them the whole counsel of God 
(Acts 20:27). Religious tolerance does not demand that we be silent. Some 
religious leaders would have it that way, but if we please Jesus, we sometimes 
are obligated to speak out against error. 
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Tolerance does not deny the right to object.  

Even in matters of judgment, we have the right to object. If something is being 
done in such a way as to involve more expense, we have the right to voice an 
objection. We do not have the right to be objectionable, causing a fuss and furor 
to the point of division; but, we can object kindly and lovingly, still exercising 
tolerance. 

Tolerance does not demand our participation.  

One may be tolerant without taking part in that which would be against one’s 
convictions.  

Tolerance does demand that we be loving (1 Cor. 16:14), gentle and 
meek (2 Tim. 2:23-25).  

We need more of such among Christians today. We need folks who will not 
approve of ungodly and questionable practices, but who will rather go and voice 
a kind and loving objection in meekness and fear. If such folks choose not to 
hear our objections and heed them, we cannot force them to comply with our 
beliefs. 

Let the denominational world take heed that sometimes they are the intolerant 
ones. They preach their own brand of tolerance, but just let some Christian 
disagree, and one will see almost unimaginable intolerance! Let us be careful to 
preach and practice tolerance pleasing to our Lord.  (Oct. 29, 1957). 
 

The e-Sword Bible program: 
Feature rich and user friendly.  

 
 

Click Here to learn more about e-Sword 
 

 

http://www.e-sword.net/
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What is Truth? (Part 2) 
 

Robert Alexander 

DeFuniak Springs, Florida 

 
Definition of Truth  
 
In order to properly answer the question under consideration, we must first 
define precisely what is meant by “truth.” We will look at how man defines 
“truth,” how the word “truth” defines itself, how God has defined it and how we 
ought to – and must – define it as well.  
 
First, let us look at men’s definitions of truth. Webster defines it thusly:  
 

1) The state of being the case: FACT. 2) The body of real things, 
events and facts: ACTUALITY. 3) (a) A transcendent 
fundamental or spiritual reality. (b) A judgment, proposition, or 
idea that is true or accepted as true. (c) The body of true 
statements and propositions, agreement with fact or among true 
facts or propositions. (d) Fidelity to an original or standard.1 

 
It is interesting to observe that outside of the last definition given, Mr. Webster, 
himself, defines the term according to its primary usage among men. It is the 
case throughout history that men have taken this important term and concept 
and changed its meaning to fit his purposes. This has occurred because men 
listen to Satan rather than to God. We see this principle in practice way back in 
the Garden of Eden in Genesis three, when Eve heard a lie, believed a lie and 
obeyed a lie, thinking what the serpent said was truth. The doctrine of relativism 
is the result of man’s attempts to discredit the absolute nature of truth. 
Obviously, men use all sorts of standards (feelings, thoughts of others, etc.) to 
determine the meaning of words, as in the case of defining “truth,” yet these 
standards do not mean that men are right (cf. Jer. 10:23; Pr. 14:12). Just because 
men may say something is “truth,” or that “truth” means “this,” does not make it 
so.  
 
However, let us now look at the term itself. Truth defines itself. The term implies 
that there are statements/thoughts/actions which are correct, and that there are 
those which are incorrect, or which are falsehoods or lies, all of which are the 
opposite of truth. Further, the term itself defeats the theories of men. It has been 
                                                 
1
 “Truth” from Webster’s 1828 Dictionary Electronic Edition, e-Sword  
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said that one cannot know the truth, but only search for it. This philosophy of 
thought is what is known as agnosticism, which sadly has infiltrated the Lord’s 
church. This philosophy gives credence to the old adage, “ignorance is bliss,” in 
that it affirms that truth cannot be known, and therefore we must be content 
with simply not knowing. 
 
This then begs the question: “Can we know anything?” According to agnosticism 
the answer is “No.” However, consider the absurdities that agnosticism implies:  
 

1) If we cannot know anything, then we cannot know that we are living at this 
present time;  

2) If we cannot know anything, then can we be absolutely sure we cannot 
know anything? In other words, can I know that I cannot know anything?  

 
Logically, agnosticism violates the law of non-contradiction. This rule of logic 
states that nothing can be both “A” and “not A” (that is, one cannot both “be a 
living being,” and “not be a living being,” as an example). It is absurd, then, to 
make the claim that truth is unknowable. When one does that, they are actually 
making the claim that they know enough truth to affirm that they know truth 
cannot be known – again, a violation of the law of non-contradiction.  One 
cannot say he cannot know the truth, and then turn around and say that he 
knows that he cannot know the truth. That is contradictory in nature, and 
therefore false. It is true that we can know the truth.  
 
While we affirm that the truth can be known, we are not affirming that we can 
know everything. If we knew all things, then we would be God; but, we are not 
God, so we do not know all things. However, we can know some things. It is 
within this scope of knowledge that we affirm that we can, and must, know some 
things in order to be saved from sin. Thus, it is imperative that we have the same 
view of truth as God does.  
 
God has given us the truth. All things originate from God, because God created 
all things. Since God created all things, it therefore holds that God created that 
which is truth. God has revealed what the truth is through His divine word, the 
Bible (2 Tim. 3:16, 17; Jn. 17:17). Truth is that system from God which is all-
encompassing, containing commands to be heard, believed and obeyed. This 
system known as “the truth” is also referred to as “the faith” (Jude 3; Rom. 1:16, 
17), designed by God and delivered to man by inspired men of old, through 
which man can be reconciled back to God. Understanding this, let us now move 
to the declaration of truth to mankind.  
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Declaration of Truth 
 
Man is left without excuse. Whether we are talking about the Patriarchal age, the 
Mosaical age or the Christian age, truth has always existed and has been 
revealed unto men by God. It is in our day and age with which we are most 
concerned. We live in the Christian dispensation. The New Testament is the 
standard by which all men everywhere must live. The New Testament is the 
standard of truth by which all men are amenable today. Christ, the mediator of 
the New Testament (Heb. 9:15) is the embodiment of truth. Christ came to this 
earth to seek and to save the lost (Lk. 19:10), to give His life a ransom (Matt. 
20:28) and to ultimately, upon His death, establish a “better” 
covenant/testament, which is established upon “better” promises (Heb. 7:22; 
8:6).  
 
As we ponder the truth as it relates to Christ, consider that… 
 

1) Truth originates with God. It is not man who determines what truth is, but 
rather it is God who determined and designed and delivered truth to 
mankind.  

2) As the eternal Word “made flesh,” the fullness of God’s grace and truth was 
made manifest (Jn. 1:17). 

3) He is THE truth (Jn. 14:6); the only way to the Father is through Christ by 
hearing and doing what He has said (Lk. 6:46).  

4) He came to bear witness unto the truth, which is THE system of 
truth/THE faith/THE Gospel (Jude 3; Rom. 16:25, 26; 1:16, 17). 

5)  The promise of the Holy Spirit made by Christ to guide His apostles into 
all truth (Jn. 16:13) was fulfilled in Acts 2 (cf. 2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:21) 
when the Gospel was first proclaimed.  

6) As a result of His work and the fulfillment of His promises, we have the 
completed revelation of Christ in the form of the New Testament. 

7) Truly, all can come to knowledge of the truth, which makes men free (Jn. 
8:32).  

 
However, in order to come to knowledge of the truth, one must understand how 
truth has been designed by God and accept its design. We shall study this point 
in next month’s edition of The Keys of the Kingdom.   
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The First Principles (Part 1) 

Jim Miller 

Gray, Maine 

Over the years, many articles, books, lessons etc., have been written on the “First 
Principles.” However, I have found that over the years these principles are being 
taught and studied less and less. In preparing for this series of articles I have 
gone back and reread and studied for myself some of what has been written over 
the years on this topic. With all that we face today in this world, and with all that 
is needed to be spoken relating to the times, I think we far too often forget that it 
is just as important to teach the basics on a regular basis. How are we going to 
reach out and bring the Gospel to others if we do not keep our skills honed and 
sharp? It is my belief that the First principle should be taught every couple of 
years, and more often for congregations that have a larger turnover in their 
assemblies. There does come a time when Christians are to get off the “milk of 
the word” and move on to the “solid food of the word.” Still, it never hurts to 
review these principles and apply them as necessary. Hebrews 5:12  “For when 
for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again 
which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have 
need of milk, and not of strong meat.” 1 We have all read this passage before, 
and it is just as true today as when it was first written. Even those who are what 
we would call “strong in the word” sometimes need to be reminded. 

In preparation for this series of articles I discovered that when most people talk 
about the “First Principles” there seems to be an order they like to follow, which 
usually goes something like this, with a few variations: Love for God; the essence 
of Christianity; the word of God; discipleship; the concept of sin; the cross; 
salvation (part 1) – repentance; salvation (part 2) – baptism; the church; 
counting the cost; and, living faithfully.  All of these are correct, and part of the 
First Principles, but I want us, in this series, to go a little deeper, even if it takes 
a while, because it is very important when you’re teaching your own children and 
others, or even learning yourself, just what it is that our God wants from us. So, 
with that said, let’s get started. 

Who Is God? 

I believe that it is the most fundamental of all the principles, which we learn 
from the Bible, that there is a God, that He has always existed, and that He will 
always exist. God is real. He exists in three separate personalities called the “God 
                                                 
1
 All Bible quotations are taken from the KJV, unless otherwise stated. 
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head,” and all creation comes from and through Him. This is a basic 
explanation, but it is vital that we know and believe this so that we can teach 
others. Maybe you remember as a child asking your parents “Who Is God?” 
Perhaps your child/children have asked you, or maybe even someone with 
whom you have come into contact has asked you. It is really the first 
fundamental question asked; it is also the first principle that we all need to learn 
and believe. Once this is established, then you can begin to move forward in your 
teaching efforts. Let us look at what the Bible tells us, that we may clearly give an 
explanation to any who ask. 

From the very outset we learn in Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning God created the 
heaven and the earth.” So, right off the bat we learn that God is the Creator. 
Everything that is, He created. In Genesis 14:22, Abraham calls God “the 
possessor of heaven and earth.” This indicates God’s ownership of his creation. 
Nehemiah states, “You have made heaven, the heaven of heavens with all their 
host, the earth and all things on it, the seas and all that is in them” (Neh. 9:6).  
We can clearly see that our very existence is dependent upon God, since He is 
the Creator. We learn from the Book of Revelation that God always has been, 
and always will be. He said, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and 
the end, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty” (Rev. 1:8). 
Jesus tells us that God is a spirit – an eternal, everlasting and never-ending 
being (Jn. 4:24). 

As we study our Bibles we can learn that God has control of all things, and that 
He sees all things. In the Old Testament we see God at work through His 
prophets; we see nations rise and fall under the power of God; we see that there 
is nothing that happens about which God does not know. God preserves heaven 
and earth and all things on it (Neh. 9:6). Think about this: Jesus said of 
sparrows, “…not one of them falls to the ground apart from your Father’s will” 
(Mt. 10:29). The simple fact is that God is aware of the minutest details of His 
creation, which should show us that He is in control. In Luke 12:7 we are told by 
the Lord that “The very hairs of your head are all numbered.” If God knows and 
sees even the most insignificant things, shouldn’t we live our lives knowing that 
He is right at our side with every step we take?  God is all-powerful and will 
judge our deeds when this life is over. Should we not be concerned with how we 
live and where we stand in relation to Him? Solomon said, “Let us hear the 
conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this 
is the whole duty of man. For God will bring every work into judgment, 
including every secret thing, whether it is good or whether it is evil” (Eccl. 
12:13-14). It is vital that you, and those you teach, understand the awesome 
power and love of God toward us. There are always going to be those who do not 



  The Keys Of The Kingdom 12 

believe in God, and will rest in their theory of evolution or mysticism or some 
other “‘Ism.”  

We need to understand and remember what is taught in First Samuel 6:20, 
“…who is able to stand before this holy Lord God?” God is holy. He is without 
fault or blame. There is no sin or guile to be found in Him. God takes no pleasure 
in wickedness, nor shall evil dwell with him. He hates all workers of iniquity. He 
will destroy liars, abhors the bloodthirsty and the deceitful (Ps. 5:4-6). God does 
not like it when man is unrighteous and sinful. He hates sin. “God is light, and in 
him is no darkness at all” (1 Jn. 1:5). Evil cannot dwell with God, thus He made 
a way for sinful man to be reconciled from his sins by the sacrifice of the pure 
and sinless Messiah, “who bore our sins…on the tree” (1 Pet. 2:24).    

We can get even more in depth on all of these studies of the First Principles. I 
hope that each of you will open your Bibles and continue to study. These First 
Principles need to be taught and re-taught from time to time, and the more I talk 
with people today the more I have realized that it is time, once again, to review 
them. Till next month, please continue to study.

 

Truth is a most precious thing. 
In our world, everyone is searching for something. If you are 

searching for answers to questions regarding God, Jesus, hope, 
happiness, faith, life after death, good and evil, the church, the 
Bible, God's plan for you, or Jesus' love for you, the answers to 

these can be found in this series of programs. 

 

 Click Here to View The Videos 
 

http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom/?page_id=1058
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Guilty or Not Guilty? 

Scott D. Crawford 

Clay, Alabama 

A few weeks ago I was sent a summons for jury duty. Yuck, right? Well, when I 
was finally selected to be considered for a jury, we were examined and this 
question came up: “Do you think you could convict a man of murder knowing 
that the death penalty could be imposed?” 

That question was asked just before we went home, so I got to mull it over all 
night (maybe that’s what the defense wanted). I’ve been in the Military; guns 
don’t scare me and I feel that I could have defended my country. I’m a good ol’ 
Southern boy – God first, family second, Barbeque third. I study my Bible and 
feel I have a fairly good grasp on what God wants for us, but I wanted to remind 
myself what the Bible says about this; I needed to remind myself. 

Of course, the first place to start is the Old Testament, since the idea of “lex 
talionas” is prominent – very prominent – in the Old Law. Take a moment and 
read Exodus 21:12-25, which some versions have set off and labeled as the 
“Rights of the Accused.” Three crimes are listed as capital, or deserving of death: 
murder (Ex. 21:12), striking or cursing father or mother (Ex. 21:15, 17), and 
kidnapping (Ex. 21:16). The legal idea that we are discussing is firmly expressed 
in these verses: 

Exodus 21:23-25  “ But if any harm follows, then you shall give 
life for life, [24] eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot 
for foot, [25]  burn for burn, wound for wound, stripe for stripe.”1 

Some important considerations do come into focus. First, those that believed 
they were innocent of another person’s death were allowed to seek shelter and 
safety until the case could be adjudicated. Second, the victims of violence, if they 
did not die, had the right to receive monetary recompense for lost labor and 
medical expenses, or freedom for slaves. Third, “lex talionas” may appear harsh, 
yet in actuality the principle limits the amount of retribution that could be 
demanded for a crime. Good stuff to be sure, but... 

The O.T. and the Law of Moses are there for our learning (Rom. 15:4; 1 Cor. 
10:11); and, since Christ has “broken down the middle wall of separation” (Eph. 
                                                 
1
 All Bible quotations are taken from the NKJV, unless otherwise stated. 
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2:14), and has “wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against 
us...having nailed it to the cross” (Col. 2:14), I had to keep looking. 

Of course the best place to look for Christians is the New Testament – the very 
words by which we will be judged (Jn. 12:48). Many look into the N.T. and see a 
pacifist position being described.  

Matthew 5:38-39 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for 
an eye and a tooth for a tooth. [39]  But I tell you not to resist an 
evil person. But whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the 
other to him also.’” 

Some affirm that it was here that the idea of “capital punishment” was abolished, 
as with the rest of the Old Law. One of the crimes deserving death in the O.T. 
was adultery (Lev. 20:10), and yet Jesus put that law aside and forgave a woman 
caught in the very act. Jesus said, “Go and sin no more” (Jn. 8:11). Retribution is 
replaced with pardon. In John 15:13 we find that greater love does not exist than 
for one to lay down his life for friends. In First John 3:16 we find that the act of 
Jesus on the cross was how we know He loved us, and that we should be willing 
to do the same. Therefore, it is suggested as inconsistent to love someone 
enough to give our lives for them and yet kill their body. If this was all that was 
written on Capital Punishment we might feel justified in taking a negative 
position, but there’s more to be considered. 

The N.T. also makes it very clear that the courts are established for a purpose.  

Matthew 5:21  ”You have heard that it was said to those of old, 
‘You shall not murder, and whoever murders will be in danger of 
the judgment.’” 

Romans 13:4  “For he is God’s minister to you for good. But if 
you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for 
he is God’s minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who 
practices evil.” 

In the first verse above Jesus is speaking during “The Sermon on the Mount,” 
the same sermon in which we find the “Beatitudes” and the “Model Prayer.” 
Jesus uses many of the commands from the O.T. as a starting point, and then He 
moves past the physical to the heart, something the Jews ignored. Jesus did not 
change or modify the command, but instead used the command as a vehicle to 
teach a deeper application and understanding. Paul, in the second verse above, 
is speaking about “the governing authorities” (Rom. 13:1) and “rulers” (Rom. 
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13:3), even noting that by resisting their authority we resist God, bringing 
judgment upon ourselves (Rom. 13:2). Their “authority” is put in place to act as 
God’s minister to avenge evil, and Paul lists murder with other evils in First 
Timothy 1:9; John does the same in Revelation 21:8. Further, when Jesus was 
standing before Pilate (Jn. 19:11), and Paul was standing before Festus (Acts 
25:11), both recognized that the appointed representative of the civil government 
had the authority to administer capital punishment.  

The answer continued to be elusive until finally I realized that as much as the 
Scriptures speak to us about love, they also speak to us about justice, and the 
price to be paid for our actions. It is imperative we understand our actions have 
a cost, and that cost will have to be paid – here and in eternity. 

Matthew 25:41  “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, 
‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels…” 

2 Thessalonians 1:7-9  “…the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven 
with His mighty angels, [8] in flaming fire taking vengeance on 
those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. [9] These shall be punished with 
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from 
the glory of His power…” 

There will be a judgment for all people one day (Rom. 14:11), and at the name of 
Jesus every knee will bow (Phil. 2:10). All will receive justice at the hand of the 
Lord, and part of that justice will include those entering the wide gate and going 
down the broad road to destruction (Mt. 7:13). Do we love the sinner but hate 
the sin? Of course; yet, just as the Court of Heaven will condemn sinners to an 
eternal damnation, the earthly courts have the power – on behalf of society – to 
condemn and execute judgment on those that break the law. For the Christian 
the real point is summed up in the following:  

Matthew 10:28 “And do not fear those who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy 
both soul and body in hell.” 

Needless to say…I was struck. 
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“Is the church of Christ a ‘cult’”? (Part 1) 

Tim Bench 

Abilene, Texas 

Recently I was asked several Bible related questions by a member of a local 
Episcopal congregation. After providing answers to these questions and 
engaging in a short discussion, which featured multiple derogatory remarks 
aimed at the churches of Christ, such as “You think you are the only ones going 
to heaven,” and, “You are a bunch of Campbellites,” etc., I was informed that the 
church of Christ is nothing but a “cult.”  

This sort of inane comment is not particularly rare, and I am sure that many 
preachers and church members have heard this term used vindictively against 
them over the years. This type of discussion even served as the focus of the 
March 27, 2006, “Nancy Grace show.” I am certain that my Episcopalian accuser 
has neither once in his life dealt with an actual cult, nor has he any real and 
definitive basis for such an accusation against the church of Christ based on the 
definitions of the term. The “cult” insult, however, has been prevalent for many 
years, and will certainly continue to be used, albeit flippantly and ignorantly. 
The word carries with it a strongly negative aura, due in no small part to the 
likes of David Koresh, of 1993 “Waco” infamy, as well as with Marshall 
Applewhite and his 1997 “Heaven’s Gate” group, who committed mass suicide. 
The negative connotation and immediate volatility of the word is precisely the 
desired effect of those, such as my Episcopalian friend, who would make such a 
charge. The point of this two-part article is to ascertain precisely what a cult is, 
and what a cult is not, and how and why the church of Christ might even be 
accused of being a “cult.” Let us begin with a few definitions of the word itself: 

“A cult is generally defined as any religious group which has specific 
practices, beliefs, or organizational structures which control its 
members through dishonest, deceptive, extreme, or invasive 
methods.”1  

“A small religious group that is not part of a larger and more accepted 
religion and that has beliefs regarded by many people as extreme or 
dangerous.”2 

                                                 
1
 Miller, M. “Is the Church of Christ a cult?” Truth Magazine. 

2
 Cult. (n.d.). Retrieved June 28, 2014, from http://www.merriam-webster.com/ 
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“A religion or religious sect generally considered to be extremist or 
false, with its followers often living in an unconventional manner 
under the guidance of an authoritarian, charismatic leader.”3 

“A small, recently created, religious organization which is often headed 
by a single charismatic leader and is viewed as an (sic) spiritually 
innovative group.”4  

Readers with even basic knowledge of the church of Christ may already have 
seen, by definition, some verbiage here which CANNOT be applied to the 
churches of Christ. These definitions each offer particulars which will become 
important as we study the “cult” label as it is applied to the “church of Christ.”  

An important distinction needs to be made at this point. The term “church of 
Christ” in this writing does NOT refer to congregations borne of the 
“Crossroads” movement (the “Boston Movement”), nor does it include 
congregations which may carry the title “Church of Christ,” but identify 
themselves as segments of other denominations (e.g., the LaPorte, Colorado 
“Church of Christ,” which is a part of the “Christian Identity” movement.)  

Each of these stated definitions additionally provides very accurate points 
regarding cults. About two years ago, I and a handful of church elders from the 
congregation I attend engaged in several weeks of “Bible study” with a group 
featuring numerous similarities to the definitions listed above. They had one 
charismatic leader, who was not only the only one with the “insights” to properly 
interpret Scripture, but also had produced his own version of the Bible because, 
according to him, all other versions today had fallen into “apostasy.” This 
“leader” forced followers to change their last names; he taught that baptism was 
not necessary for salvation, but rather was mere “legalism”; church members 
were expected to surrender personal funds and material possessions into his 
control; he taught that nuclear “Armageddon” was imminent and certain (we 
were told that failed predictions of the date of nuclear apocalypse had NOT been 
false prophecy, but that this leader had, amazingly enough, convinced God to 
forego the annihilation of humanity); and, ultimately, one very sweet young lady 
informed us that a family member had told her that if she continued to study 
with us, she would be “disowned” by her immediate family.  

All of these symptoms point clearly to subjugated members of a small, highly-
                                                 
3
 Cult. (n.d.). Retrieved June 28, 2014, from http://www.thefreedictionary.com/ 

4
 Definition of terms: cults, sects, denominations. (n.d.). Definition of terms: cults, sects, denominations. Retrieved June 

28, 2014, from http://www.religioustolerance.org/cults.htm 
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controlled sect, dominated by one “leader.” Thus, our group of church of Christ 
elders and leaders had, indeed, on a limited, yet firsthand basis, dealt with a 
bona fide “cult,” according to the definitions listed above, unlike my 
Episcopalian acquaintance.   

If we overlay the multiple definitions for the term “cult,” as are listed above, and 
compare and contrast these to the actual, firsthand, symptoms of a “cult,” how 
can anyone with any amount of reason possibly say that the church of Christ is a 
cult?  In next month’s issue of The Keys of the Kingdom, we will look at several 
specific points, all of which clearly illustrate the absurdity and inaccuracy of my 
Episcopalian acquaintance’s comments.

 

LG Ministry is a new video production work that is overseen by the elders of the Lone Grove 
Church of Christ. Cougan Collins is the speaker/producer of this work. We already have over 

100 full sermons and 60 devotionals to offer at this time. They can be seen online at 
http://www.lgchurchofchrist.com/videos.html or you can catch them on GBN on Fridays at 

5:30 pm. central and M - F 12:30 pm. 

Here you will find video lessons from the Bible by Cougan Collins. 

LG Ministry Video Center      www.lgchurchofchrist.com 

 

 

http://www.lgchurchofchrist.com/videos.html#_blank
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lgchurchofchrist.com%2Fvideos.html&h=YAQGBQLKhAQGYi9UKLWwm0_nq0xlPwr88nEBnI4DxYnHpRA&s=1#_blank
http://www.lgchurchofchrist.com/


  The Keys Of The Kingdom 19 

One Thread 

Cougan Collins 

Lone Grove, Oklahoma 

When I was growing up, I watched many cartoons. In those cartoons, I would 
see one character that would find a loose thread on another character’s clothing, 
and would begin to pull on it until it unraveled the whole thing. This same 
principle applies to those who try to destroy the authority of the New Testament. 
While I think every person should be a “good Berean,” and search the Scriptures 
daily to see if what is being taught is true, those who are involved in the 
progressive movement have their eyes set on removing the authority of the 
Scriptures. For anything they view as being “traditional teaching,” they try to 
find some way to grab that one thread and use it to unravel all the “traditional 
teachings.”  

For example, many of them agree that we should give because we are 
commanded to do so (2 Cor. 9:6-7). However, this is about as far as they are 
willing to go. Many of them will say we are just to give to the poor, but not 
through a treasury found within the church. Notice the following verses: 

1 Corinthians 16:1-2 “Now concerning the collection for the 
saints, as I have given orders to the churches of Galatia, so you 
must do also: [2] On the first day of the week let each one of you 
lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there be 
no collections when I come.”1   

They would say these verses are nothing more than a command given to the 
church at Corinth and the churches of Galatia, but does not in any way indicate 
that all churches are to take up a collection on the first day of the week. While 
they do not care if Christians choose to give to the church treasury on the first 
day of the week, they would say it is wrong to say it is binding.  At first glance, 
this might sound reasonable to some, because it is not as if they are saying “do 
not give.” They are simply saying how you give is entirely up to you. If you want 
to use your funds to help the poor or some other good cause, then you can do 
that instead of giving funds to the church. As innocent as this may sound, this is 
one of those threads that, if you pull on it, affects everything else that has to do 
with “the first day of the week.” 

                                                 
1
 All Bible quotations are taken from the NKJV, unless otherwise stated. 
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If it is true that First Corinthians 16:1-2 cannot be used to set forth the principle 
that we are to give on the first day of the week, whether it be for the needy saints, 
supporting the preacher, elders, and other works of the church, then we are also 
binding the Lord’s Supper in a way that should not be bound; notice the 
similarities between giving and partaking of the Lord’s Supper: 

1) Giving is commanded (2 Cor. 9:6-7), and so is the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 
11:23ff).  

2) Giving is an act of worship, and so is partaking of the Lord’s Supper (Jn. 
4:24). 

3) We ONLY have one example of giving being done on the first day of the 
week (1 Cor. 16:1-2), and we ONLY have one example of the Lord’s Supper 
being taken on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7).  

Whatever logic applies to giving must also be applied to the Lord’s Supper. If 
First Corinthians 16:1-2 cannot be used to set forth the principle that Christians 
are to give into the church treasury on the first day of every week, then we can no 
longer use Acts 20:7 to say that we must partake of the Lord’s Supper on the first 
day of every week. We could say that you could partake of the Lord’s Supper on 
the first day of the week, but we cannot bind it. If examples do not set forth a 
principle for us to follow, then we need not limit the Lord’s Supper to just 
Sundays; partaking once a year would be good enough.  

As we continue to pull on that thread, we begin to unravel any special 
significance to the first day of the week, because now our examples of the church 
meeting on the first day of the week are nothing special. It was simply when the 
churches in Galatia and Corinth were taking up a special collection for those in 
Jerusalem, and it just happened to be when the church at Troas choose to 
assemble and partake of the Lord’s Supper.  

As we tug on the thread some more, we can say, “Yes, we are commanded to sing 
(Col. 3:16; Eph. 5:9), but we must choose when to sing.” Do we have examples of 
the church singing? Yes, we do (1 Cor. 14), but that was just at Corinth, which we 
have already seen does not matter if principles for worship to God cannot come 
from examples. So, we would have to say that we can sing when we assemble, 
but that it is not something we have to do. We can sing anywhere we want, or not 
sing wherever we do not want. 

We could keep pulling on that thread and unravel everything in the New 
Testament by saying, “Well, that was commanded to this church or that church, 
so nothing in the New Testament is binding upon us today. We just need to love 
God, embrace His grace, and wait for heaven to be our home.” 
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If you have appreciated reading  
“The Keys of the Kingdom”  

Please pass a copy along to someone 
else, and encourage them to subscribe for 

future issues. Remember…It’s free.  

You might think I am exaggerating all of this, but this is exactly what those in the 
progressive movement are doing. They find one thread to pull on, and will not 
stop pulling until all authority from God’s Word is unraveled. Those involved in 
the progressive movement think they have found some new enlightenment 
about Scripture to which man has been totally blind for almost 2,000 years. Paul 
describes those who think this way best: 

2 Timothy 3:6-7 “For of this sort are those who creep into 
households and make captives of gullible women loaded down 
with sins, led away by various lusts,  [7] always learning and 
never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.” 

We either need to hold steadfastly to what God has commanded, and take heed 
to the examples given, or we need to throw our Bibles away and just do what 
feels right. We do have examples of how Christians and churches gave, and there 
was a church treasury (Phil. 4:15). How else do you think one church would help 
another church, or help support an evangelist? While First Corinthians 16:1-2 
talks about a specific collection for the saints in Jerusalem, it sets forth the 
principle that when the saints assembled on the first day of every week, they 
gave of their means, which could be used for any work of the church.  

While one thread might seem harmless to some, all it takes is the right thread to 
completely destroy the authority of the New Testament, as one keeps pulling on 
that thread and unravels all that is attached to it. Before you begin trying to 
create a new doctrine that you think you came up with, you need to take a close 
look at that thread to see how it will affect all the other Bible verses, because the 
last thing anyone should want, who claims to love God, is to pull on a thread that 
will completely unravel the authority of the Bible.

http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom/?page_id=1316
http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom/?page_id=1316
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Some “Hard” Questions from Leviticus  
(Part 4) 

Devin Dean 

Corner, Alabama 

Can Clothing or a House Contract Leprosy  
(Lev. 13:47-59; 14:33-53)? 

While we might be attempted to explain this away as old myths in this age of 
scientific knowledge, we need to look closer at the passage. It is understood that 
many infectious diseases can be latently transferred through clothing or even the 
walls, doorknobs, etc. of a house – take the common cold and why we are 
encouraged to wash our hands so often during that time of the year. These 
passages however, clearly indicate that this disease is something the clothes and 
house were subject to. The laws and examinations of these items are as rigorous 
as that for a leprous person, and for obvious reasons.1 The only way to prevent 
the spread of the disease (either to other clothes and buildings, or to the 
occupants of those clothes and buildings) was to isolate and expunge the disease. 
Even today we still have some diseases that the only effective way to contain 
some infectious outbreaks is by destroying clothing, and even habitations in 
some cases, by fire. 

In the case of the clothing, the disease might be that of microscopic insects. 
Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown record the following: 

…as the Hebrews were living in the desert where they had not the 
convenience of frequent changes and washing, the clothes they wore 
and the skin mats on which they lay, would be apt to breed infectious 
vermin, which, being settled in the stuff, would imperceptibly gnaw it 
and leave stains similar to those described by Moses. It is well known 
that the wool of sheep dying of disease, if it had not been shorn from 
the animal while living, and also skins, if not thoroughly prepared by 
scouring, are liable to the effects described in this passage.2 

It also fits the descriptions as offered here: 

                                                 
1
 Robert Jamieson, A.R. Fausset and David Brown, A Commentary on the Old and New Testaments, Taken from e-Sword 

computer program. 
2
 Ibid. 



  The Keys Of The Kingdom 23 

The whole account, however, as Dr. A. Clarke observes, seems to 
intimate that the garment was fretted by the contagion of the real 
leprosy; which it is probable was occasioned by a species of animacula, 
or vermin, burrowing in the skin, which we know to be the cause of the 
itch; these, by breeding in the garments, must necessarily multiply 
their kind, and fret the garments, i.e., corrode a portion of the finer 
parts, after the manner of moths, for their nourishment.3 

There therefore is no question that is some disease, fitting the name leprosy that 
can clearly inhabit and affect the clothing. It should be well and abundantly clear 
also that the only true way to prevent its spread was by burning. Adam Clarke 
offers a clear reason for God’s injunction to man on this issue: 

There being scarcely any means of radically curing the infection. It is 
well known that the garments infected by the psora, or itch animal, 
have been known to communicate the disease even six or seven years 
after the first infection. This has been also experienced by the sorters of 
rags at some paper mills.4 

The case of the house follows the same process. The houses of that day were 
more mortar and stone than the wood construction to which we are accustomed. 
As such, the Scriptures indicate that the owner should “…break down the house, 
the stones of it, and the timber thereof, and all the morter of the house; and he 
shall carry them forth out of the city into an unclean place” (Lev. 14:45).5 We 
can understand this need. Think of the precautions we take. We know that while 
dirt and rock may be inanimate, they are still organic. We again take note that 
the disease was said to affect the house (just as the clothing was affected) and as 
such it was treated much as it was for humans. If the house could not be cleaned, 
then it like man was cut off from the “camp” for the sake of others and its 
occupants. Jamieson, Fausset and Brown comment: 

Some have supposed that the name of leprosy was analogically applied 
to it by the Hebrews, as we speak of cancer in trees when they exhibit 
corrosive effects similar to what the disease so named produces on the 
human body; while others have pronounced it a mural efflorescence or 
species of mildew on the wall apt to be produced in very damp 
situations, and which was followed by effects so injurious to health as 
well as to the stability of a house, particularly in warm countries, as to 

                                                 
3
 R.A. Torrey, Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge, Taken from e-Sword computer program. 

4
 Adam Clarke, Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the Bible, Taken from e-Sword computer program. 

5
 All Scripture quotations are from the King James Version unless otherwise indicated. 
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demand the attention of a legislator. Moses enjoined the priests to 
follow the same course and during the same period of time for 
ascertaining the true character of this disease as in human leprosy. If 
found leprous, the infected parts were to be removed. If afterwards 
there appeared a risk of the contagion spreading, the house was to be 
destroyed altogether and the materials removed to a distance.6 

Conclusion 

The benefits to us of studying these hard passages are worth the effort and time 
it takes to complete the study. Applying sound reasoning and proper study 
techniques allows us to fulfill the commands we find within the Scriptures: 
“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). We should be as the 
Bereans were, receiving “…the word with all readiness of mind, and searched 
the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11). May we all find 
the time and willingness to study God’s Word more and more – we should have 
the attitude of the Israelites from Nehemiah: 

And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people; (for he was 
above all the people;) and when he opened it, all the people stood up: 
And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God. And all the people 
answered, Amen, Amen, with lifting up their hands: and they bowed 
their heads, and worshipped the LORD with their faces to the ground. 
Also Jeshua, and Bani, and Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, 
Hodijah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and 
the Levites, caused the people to understand the law: and the people 
stood in their place. So they read in the book in the law of God 
distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to understand the 
reading (Neh 8:5-8). 

                                                 
6
 Jamieson, Fausset and Brown. 
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  The Keys Of The Kingdom 25 

The Dangers of Realized Eschatology:  
A Recent Perversion (Part 1) 

Eric Farrior 

Freeport, Florida 

A fairly recent doctrine advocated by false teachers such as Max King and Don 
Preston is the doctrine of Realized Eschatology.  Eschatology is the study of final 
things, thus “realized eschatology” means the belief that all final things have 
been realized, or come to pass.  It saddens me to think that once faithful 
brethren have fallen into this error.  This lesson is designed to inform and 
combat such error.  

An Opening Word 

This lesson is not designed for good brethren who affirm the early date for the 
writing of the book of Revelation.  Brethren such as Foy Wallace, Bill Cline and 
Franklin Camp held the early date view of Revelation, yet they never advocated 
what full Preterists teach.  Nor is this lesson designed for good brethren who 
view that some or most of the N.T. Scriptures have been fulfilled.  Nay, this is for 
the extreme belief that ALL has been fulfilled. 

The Church 

We will begin with the church, because Realized Eschatology (R.E.) folk believe 
that references to the resurrection are symbolic of the rise of the church from the 
oppression of Judaism.  They affirm that the church/kingdom was not in power 
and glory until 70 A.D., and the implication is that the church, at some point, 
died!    

Jesus promised to build His church (Mt. 16:18-19), and it became a reality on 
Pentecost (Acts 2, cf. v47). During Jesus’ ministry, He promised this kingdom 
would “come with power” during the lifetime of those to whom He spoke:   

“And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, There are some here of 
them that stand by, who shall in no wise taste of death, till they see 
the kingdom of God come with power” (Mk. 9:1). 1 

Were folks not saved on Pentecost (Acts 2:41)?  To what were they added (Acts 
2:47)? Were folks not saved in the years after?  
                                                 
1
 All Bible quotations are taken from the KJV, unless otherwise stated. 
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“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 
4:12).  

“Who shall tell thee words, whereby thou and all thy house shall be 
saved” (Acts 11:14).   

“But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we 
shall be saved, even as they” (Acts 15:11).   

“And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved?   
And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved, and thy house” (Acts 16:30-31).   

If the saved were in the church, and the church was the saved from Pentecost on, 
when did the church perish under Judaism? What was lacking from its “power 
and glory”? Were folks standing holy and without blemish by continual 
compliance with divine teaching in the kingdom without end BEFORE A.D. 70? 

“And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by 
wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled In the body of his flesh 
through death, to present you holy and unblameable and 
unreproveable in his sight” (Col. 1:21-22, cf. 1 Jn. 1:7ff).  

What a perversion of God’s word to teach that the kingdom set up on Pentecost 
was not complete in glory and power until 70 A.D.!  Is it an eternal kingdom or 
not?   

“And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a 
kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not 
be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all 
these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever” (Dan. 2:44).   

Did the kingdom not come with power (cf. Mk. 9:1)?  When? 

“But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth” 
(Acts 1:8). 

Was this reference in Acts 1:8 to Pentecost, or was it a reference to some forty 
years later? Peter called this “the beginning”: 
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“And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them, even as on us at 
the beginning” (Acts 11:15, cf. 2:4).  

Folks, are you getting this? Could you believe that God’s eternal purpose 
regarding Christ and His church was smothered and killed under the system of 
Judaism?   

“And to make all men see what is the dispensation of the mystery 
which for ages hath been hid in God who created all things;  to the 
intent that now unto the principalities and the powers in the heavenly 
places might be made known through the church the manifold 
wisdom of God,  according to the eternal purpose which he purposed 
in Christ Jesus our Lord: in whom we have boldness and access in 
confidence through our faith in him” (Eph. 3:9-12).   

“Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, 
world without end” (Eph. 3:21 [early 60’s A.D.]).  

Were those saints complete in Him before A.D. 70?   

“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God afore prepared that we should walk in them.   Wherefore 
remember, that once ye, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 
Uncircumcision by that which is called Circumcision, in the flesh, 
made by hands;   that ye were at that time separate from Christ, 
alienated from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the 
covenants of the promise, having no hope and without God in the 
world. But now in Christ Jesus ye that once were far off are made 
nigh in the blood of Christ.  For he is our peace, who made both one, 
and brake down the middle wall of partition,  having abolished in the 
flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in 
ordinances; that he might create in himself of the two one new man, 
so making peace; and might reconcile them both in one body unto 
God through the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: and he came 
and preached peace to you that were far off, and peace to them that 
were nigh: for through him we both have our access in one Spirit unto 
the Father” (Eph. 2:10-18).  

They had access to WHOM (62 A.D.)? 

…To be continued in next month’s edition of The Keys of the Kingdom.
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Analysis of Romans 14 (Part 3) 
Discerning Between Matters of “the Faith” and Indifference 

Doug Post 

Vernon, Connecticut 

The Restrictions 

Though God is indifferent about the items in Romans 14, and receives everyone 
in regard to them, there are some circumstances wherein God does place 
restrictions on things that are right in themselves. He does this by certain 
principles to guide us in deciding what may be all right to do in one 
circumstance, but wrong to do in another.  First Corinthians 6:12-13 says: “All 
things are lawful for me; but not all things are expedient.  All things are lawful 
for me; but I will not be brought under the power of any.  Meats for the belly, 
and the belly for meats: but God shall bring to nought both it and them.” 1   

“Meat” is again the subject here, setting the category of what is being discussed. 
First Corinthians 8:23 is a like statement concerning the same subject. It says, 
“All things are lawful; but not all things are expedient. All things are lawful; 
but not all things edify.” Thus, the “all things” involve items that are lawful of 
themselves, such as meat offered in sacrifice to idols. The meat has not been 
contaminated by the idol because the idol is nothing, and has no power of any 
kind. One has “liberty” in these matters, because God is indifferent regarding 
them. “But food will not commend us to God: neither, if we eat not, are we the 
worse; nor if we eat, are we the better. But take heed lest by any means this 
liberty of yours becomes a stumbling block to the weak” (1 Cor. 8:8-9).  So, 
some things may be “lawful,” but… 

1. …They may not be expedient. “Expedient” means something that is 
advantageous.  Though it is lawful, it may not be to my advantage to do 
it. It might even be harmful.   

2. …They must not bring me under their power. Some things may come to 
overpower, rule, or dominate us; we may become obsessed with it, 
becoming emotionally, if not physically, addictive. Some modern 
medicines may be necessary and lawful, but of such a nature that one 
could easily become addicted to them if they are misused. 

                                                 
1
 All Bible quotations are taken from the KJV, unless otherwise stated. 
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3. …They may not edify. “Edify” means “to build up.” The activity may not 
help my spiritual growth and make me a better person. There may be 
some trivial games to play that may be lawful for us, but they may 
actually be a waste of valuable time and energy. “Bodily exercise is 
profitable for a little, but godliness is profitable for all things” (1 Tim. 
4:8). 

4. …We still may not have liberty to do them. “Liberty” means to have the 
freedom to act in a particular way. First Corinthians 8:7-9 says, 
“Howbeit there is not in all men that knowledge: but some, being used 
until now to the idol, eat as of a thing sacrificed to an idol; and their 
conscience being weak is defiled ... But take heed lest by any means 
this liberty of yours become a stumbling block to the weak.” Although 
here, and in Romans 14, God is indifferent about eating meat, the 
“knowledgeable” and the “weak” in the two places are not exactly the 
same. The “weak” in First Corinthians 8 has a defiled conscience, and 
so he eats the meat as a sacrifice to the idol, and thus sins. This is not 
acceptable to God. The “weak” in Romans 14 is as acceptable to God as 
anyone else. At the same time, in the above passages, the 
“knowledgeable” one must be aware of the “weak” one, and take care of 
him. They all have the liberty to eat meat that has been offered in 
sacrifice, but the “weak,” by misunderstanding what he sees the 
“knowledgeable” do, is encouraged to eat as a sacrifice to idols, and 
thus sins. Circumstances determine the liberty. 

5. …They must not violate an unbeliever’s conscience. First Corinthians 
10 continues Paul’s discussion of this category of things, primarily 
eating meat offered in sacrifice. It’s all right to eat meat that has been 
sacrificed to idols, but we are to seek our neighbor’s good and not let 
our liberty harm another. Verse 32 also says, “Give no occasion of 
stumbling, either to Jews, or to Greeks, or to the church of God: even 
as I also please all men in all things, not seeking mine own profit, but 
the profit of the many.” In First Corinthians 9:19-23, Paul speaks of 
becoming a Jew to Jews, a Greek to Greeks and “To the weak I became 
weak, that I might gain the weak: I am become all things to all men, 
that I may by all means save some.” Paul accommodated himself to 
the customs and attitudes of others, so that he might save them. 
However, keep in mind that this only applies to the things indifferent 
with God. Paul said in Galatians 1:10, after clearly warning about 
departures from the gospel, “For am I now seeking the favor of men, 
or of God? or am I striving to please men? if I were still pleasing men, 
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I should not be a servant of Christ.” In matters of indifference, Paul 
sought to please others, but when it came to specific statements or 
commands from God, he would not budge, regardless of what others 
thought or did.  

6. …We must take care that whatever we do is to the glory of God. First 
Corinthians 10:31 says, “Whatever therefore ye eat, or drink, or 
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.”  By harming others in 
such matters as this, we shame God. 

7. …We must not to put a stumbling-block in a brother’s way (Rom. 14:13, 
21, 1 Cor. 8:9). We may cause another to engage in something right for 
either a wrong reason, or in a wrong way. 

8. …They must not bring grief to another. Love for a brother is involved. 
Romans 14:15-16 says, “For if because of meat thy brother is grieved, 
thou walkest no longer in love. Destroy not with thy meat him for 
whom Christ died. Let not your good be evil spoken of.” By insisting 
on our right to do a certain thing, though it is a matter of indifference 
with God, we may bring grief to another. It is like some have said, “I 
don’t care what anyone thinks about this, I’m going to do it anyway.”  
That is not an attitude of love for others, and is wrong. What may be 
right for us becomes wrong by our attitude in doing it. We might put it 
this way: In specific instruction, our actions are controlled by what God 
thinks. In matters of indifference, our actions are controlled by what 
other people think. 

9. …We cannot disrupt peace and disregard edification. Romans 14:19-21 
says, “So then let us follow after things which make for peace, and 
things whereby we may edify one another. Overthrow not for meat’s 
sake the work of God.  All things indeed are clean; howbeit it is evil 
for that man who eateth with offence. It is good not to eat flesh, nor to 
drink wine, nor to do anything whereby thy brother stumbleth.” By 
our high-handed manner in doing something, something that might be 
all right to do under other circumstances, we cause division and 
destroy our ability to build up one another. 

10. …We must have complete confidence we are right in doing it. Romans 
14:22-23 says, “The faith which thou hast, have thou to thyself before 
God. Happy is he that judgeth not himself in that which he approveth. 
But he that doubteth is condemned if he eat, because he eateth not of 
faith; and whatsoever is not of faith is sin.” The word “faith” is set 
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against “doubteth.” It may be all right for him to do something, such as 
eat meat, but if he doubts that he ought to eat at a particular time, 
place or circumstance, and goes ahead and eats anyway, he sins. He 
thought it might be wrong, but did it anyway, violating his own 
conscience.  If there are any doubts, don’t do it. This cannot be said 
about what God has specifically commanded. 

“Wine” is mentioned in verse 21: “It is good not to eat flesh, nor to drink 
wine, nor to do anything whereby thy brother stumbleth.” It is assumed 
that the “wine” here is fermented, which is not necessarily so. The word for 
“wine” in the Bible is general and can refer to nothing more than grape 
juice.  First Timothy 5:23 says, “Be no longer a drinker of water, but use a 
little wine for thy stomach’s sake and thine often infirmities.”  The ellipses 
“not only, but also” must be supplied here. “Don’t drink water only, but 
also a little wine for...”  

It is obvious that Timothy was not drinking any “wine” at all, though it was 
available. It took a special statement from inspiration to urge him to take some. 
Notice that it was a “little” wine. The purpose was medicinal, something that 
some doctors today prescribe for some patients. For the sake of argument, I will 
just grant that the “wine” in this passage was alcoholic, but this is the only place 
in the Bible where it is encouraged, and ONLY as a medicine. What Paul is 
saying in Romans 14:21, “it is good not to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor do 
anything whereby thy brother stumbleth,” is that he would not drink wine even 
for a medicinal purpose if it caused someone harm. Thus, some things can be all 
right under some circumstances, but wrong under others.   

All of these are principles by which we determine, in matters of indifference with 
God, whether we can rightly do them or not. Such things as fornication, 
instrumental music in worship, theft, etc., and the believers or teachers of such 
things, are not governed by these principles; such things are wrong to begin 
with. For example, one can have “faith,” be firmly convinced, and have no 
doubts that fornication, divorce and remarriage, instrumental music in worship, 
etc., are acceptable to God, but it still won’t change the fact that they are sinful.  
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A Message Worth Repeating 

Archie R. Green 

Glenn Heights, Texas 

“And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he 
was set, his disciples came unto him: And he opened his mouth, and 
taught them, saying, Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be 
comforted. Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 
 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for 
they shall be filled. Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain 
mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. Blessed 
are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. 
Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Mt. 5:1-10). 1 

The Master Teacher sat and spoke some 2,000 years ago unto men like us in 
reference to the affections of God. To be blessed (filled with bliss) of God in this 
present life has no greater peer. The love that God has shown to His creation 
through the teachings and actions of His Son are immeasurable. The story of 
Jesus and Him sent from on high to seek and to save that which was lost is truly 
a message worth repeating! (Mt. 18:11). The story of Jesus, however, seems to be 
left out of countless pulpits today across the land. It appears that for many He 
does not serve the present purpose of today’s modernist thinking. Either His life 
and work get underplayed by the teaching of a “gospel of wealth,” or He is 
overplayed, being portrayed as our “BFF,” having no authority in matters of 
justice and mercy towards mankind. For many, the Beatitudes constitute the 
totality of what Christ came to inform, but the account of Jesus begins well 
before then. The Bible teaches that He is a part of the God-Head (Col. 2:9). Our 
children need to know that He was from the beginning. Jesus was at the creation 
of this world and will live on forever. He is eternal in nature...therefore, God 
(Rev. 1:8). Our children also need to be taught over and over again that it was 
man that sinned and separated himself from the Father, and the only hope of 
bringing mankind back into a right relationship with God was the death, burial 
and resurrection of the Savior (Rom. 6:17). God states in Genesis 3:15, “And I 
will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her 
seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” It was also Jesus 
                                                 
1
 All Bible quotations are taken from the KJV, unless otherwise stated. 
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that finished our faith on Calvary, and this must be taught to those who come 
after us. Our confidence lies in God raising Jesus from the grave, and now 
having all authority in Heaven and in Earth (1 Cor. 15:12-14). Those that are 
seeking peace in this present world, and hoping for heaven, must continually 
“look to Jesus” for their answers.  Those that have had their wills broken by 
living the standards of the world, apart from the eternal love of God, do have 
hope in Christ. When the cares and the affairs of life simply don’t make sense 
anymore, we can turn to the only one that ever has made any sense at all (2 Pet. 
3:15). Then we can recognize sin for what it truly is…ugly; our iniquity will 
always separate us from our Lord (Isa. 59:1-2).  Then, in humility, we can give 
up trying to be in control, and finally – yes, finally – allow God to rule our lives 
(1 Pet. 3:4) to desire what heaven offers more than life itself (Rev. 21:3-5). Mercy 
then becomes the goal of our lives. To forgive as we have been forgiven! (Jas. 
2:13). Proving the love of God thru our lives and example to all those around 
(Mt. 23:23). This allows us to change and be “made over” in the very image of 
God’s Son (Phil. 2:5, Ps. 51:10). With all of these traits within us now, I 
personally believe that we can become the type of encouraging members of the 
Body, as peacemakers should be. To be considered as a “modern day Barnabas,” 
to be able to “provoke unto love and good works,” and to create an atmosphere 
within the brethren that lacks ill fated actions and words, would be a true 
blessing (Phil. 2:3). Jesus concludes this sermon with the thought that the 
kingdom of heaven will be for those that have given themselves over fully, and 
have been persecuted by the world in their stance (2 Cor. 3:18). We often sing 
these words: 

“Wonderful story of love; 
Jesus provides a rest; 
Wonderful story of love; 
For all the pure and blest, 
Rest in those mansions above us, 
With those who’ve gone on before us, 
Singing the rapturous chorus, 
Wonderful story of love.” 

Is it still real for you today? Can you consistently teach Jesus and give those that 
listen the opportunity to obey so as not to be lost (Acts 8:36-37)? It is truly a 
message worthy of preaching and teaching again and again. Are you one with a 
fervent heart that is willing to deny all else, and utter “Jesus” across the 
highways and byways? I hope that we all are. Think on these things. Praying for 
you as you pray for me in these matters. God Bless. 
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A Faith that Works...Works! 

Logan Summers 

Midland, Texas 

An entire warehouse for his boats, high-tech fish tracking radar, the best rod 
money can buy, and only the most premium of bait and tackle. Every year his 
fishing license would be updated. John had it all! However, John never went 
fishing. Sure, he showed pictures of his warehouse, and all the contents, to lots 
of people; he even had his license handy to show anyone who asked, but John 
never went fishing. In fact, John would only look at all of his gear, dust it off, but 
never once was it touched. He didn’t even know if the motors on the boats 
worked! How useful is that? To have a warehouse full of stuff that is never 
utilized or even touched? To update a license every year that is never used? What 
does it profit?  

A very similar question is asked in the Bible: “What does it profit, my brethren, 
if someone says he has faith but does not have works” (Jas. 2:14a)? 1 What good 
is it, what does it profit, what is the point of having faith if it has no works? He 
then asks, “Can faith save him” (Jas. 2:14b)? Notice how James has brought to 
light two important truths:  

1. That there are to types of faith, one with works and one without, and;  
2. That this is a question dealing with salvation.  

Notice words in James 2:14-16 such as saved, justified, righteous, and friend of 
God in verses 14, 21, 23, and 24. What James does for us in the next several 
verses is to give us several qualities of what is “real” faith, and what is “saving” 
faith. 

Quality #1 - Faith Cares (Jas. 2:15-16). 

James asks another question! What good is it? What profit is it when a brother 
or sister has no food or clothing, and yet they are sent away without the basic 
necessities of life? How is that beneficial? Galatians 6:10 says, “Therefore, as we 
have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the 
household of faith.” The point is clear. My brothers and sisters are in need and I 
can help them! I have a heartfelt desire for their well-being. I care about them! 
James shows that a faith that does not care enough to act is useless. 

                                                 
1
 All Bible quotations are taken from the NKJV, unless otherwise stated. 
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Quality #2 - Faith is Co-Dependent (Jas. 2:17). 

Faith, by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. Good, useful, faith is NEVER 
alone! James makes it clear that if faith is independent it would be dead. Does 
anyone want a dead faith? Faith is never independent. In fact, it is co-dependent 
upon two other pillars - Grace and Works. Consider for example the life of 
Noah. In Hebrews 11:7 we find that Noah was saved by faith. However, that is 
not the whole picture. Genesis 6:8 says, “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the 
Lord.” Grace and faith are necessary, but alone, and together, they are 
insufficient without works. Consider First Peter 3:20 with Hebrews 11:7 to see 
that grace, works, and faith worked in harmony in Noah’s life! Faith is co-
dependent on grace and works (cf. 1 Cor. 15:10; Eph. 2:8-10). 

Quality #3 - Faith is Visible (Jas. 2:18). 

Someone will say you have faith and I have works – one has faith, one has works 
– it’s all the same right? James’s response is simple: Prove you have faith 
without doing anything, and I will prove my faith by my works. Real, Biblical, 
God-honoring faith is not invisible! Our faith must be seen in our actions, 
because if God is the only one who knows that we are a Christian, there is 
something fundamentally wrong with our lives! Faith demonstrates itself in 
action (Mt. 5:14-16; Jn. 17:20-23; 1 Cor. 10:31; Phil. 1:27; 1 Pet. 2:12). 

Quality #4 - Faith is Multi-Dimensional (Jas. 2:19). 

What is the difference between the faith that demons have and the faith that we 
have? It is WONDERFUL to believe God is the one and only true God...but is 
THAT enough? Demons believe, and yet shudder and cower at the presence of 
Jesus (Lk. 8:28-30), but those who want to be pleasing to God should not have 
to cower before Him! The real difference is that demons have knowledge of God, 
but knowledge is all they have. Their faith is one-dimensional. They believe and 
cower instead of believe and glorify.  

Faith is defined as belief, but it is MORE than belief. Faith is understood as 
knowing, but it is MORE than knowledge. One preacher has rightly said that is 
possible to be “as straight as a gun barrel” doctrinally, and just as empty inside; 
full of blanks, making a lot of noise, but being of no real use. The greatest 
command is still to love God with our WHOLE being, not just our thoughts (Mt. 
22:37-40). If faith was so one-dimensional, the Bible would be several hundred 
pages shorter and cut down to one statement – John 3:16. However, there is so 
much more! Faith is so much more than mere belief! James demonstrates for us 
beautifully that faith cares, depends on grace and works, is visible to all, and is 



  The Keys Of The Kingdom 36 

deeper than our thoughts, penetrating every aspect of our being.  

James closes his discussion by giving two examples of real life people who had 
God-honoring, working, Biblical faith in verses 23 through 25. First you have 
Abraham – father of the faith, father of the Jews, the one in whom all the 
families of the earth would be blessed (Gen. 12:3). By his works his faith was 
made complete. Then you have Rahab, known by religious people as being a 
harlot and a liar. James focuses on her positive characteristics and her apparent 
turn-around, in that she received the spies and sent them out another way to 
safety. What does the father of the Jewish faith and a harlot have in common? 
They had a faith we can emulate; a faith that is justified by God. May we all have 
a faith that works!

Basic Bible Course 

 

Basic Bible Course – Ira Y. Rice, Jr. Each lesson has been reformatted. 
This reformatting will allow students to complete the course via the 

Internet or to download the files to a computer and use them as study 
guides.      

 
Click Here To Take The Course 

 

http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom/?page_id=1225
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If a Code, then a Coder… 

Cloyd B. Frock, Jr. 

Parsons, Kansas 

Over the past few months I have undertaken the task of “proving God” (of 
course, God has done a fine job proving Himself without my assistance). In 
last month’s segment I expounded upon that which is often called “the 
moral argument” for God, in which I sought to show the folly of the 
Atheist’s argument, “If humanity originated from dead, lifeless, matter, 
then it necessarily follows that human morality originated from dead, 
lifeless, matter.” I believe that I sufficiently addressed the issue, but will 
allow our readers to decide. This month I will address yet another “proof” 
for the existence of God by, again, setting out the Atheist’s erroneous line of 
reasoning, which states: “If humanity originated from dead, lifeless, 
matter, then it necessarily follows that human design originated from 
dead, lifeless, matter.”  

What the Atheist, Dr. Anthony Flew, “KNEW” 

Among the books on my bookshelf is a worn and battered book entitled, 
“The Warren-Flew Debate on the Existence of God,” featuring, on one side, 
brother Thomas B. Warren, affirming, “I know that God does exist,” and on 
the other side, one of the most prominent (if not THE most prominent) 
Atheists of his day, Dr. Anthony G. Flew, affirming, “I know that God does 
not exist.” I have not only read the transcript of this debate, but I have also 
watched the video recording (as of this writing, the videos can be found at 
http://www.thebible.net/video/warrenflewdebate).  

What was unique about this debate was not the subject matter; this matter 
is well documented to have been debated as far back as we can look over the 
course of recorded history. What was unique about this debate would be 
found 32 years thereafter, in the form of a book written by Dr. Flew 
entitled, “There is a God.”  To my knowledge, there are few staunch Atheists 
who have had the intellectual honesty to truly “follow the argument 
wherever it might lead,” as Dr. Flew seemed committed to do concerning 
the existence of God. 

In his book he mentioned that his “first exposure to a mass audience in the 
context of a debate was my encounter with the late Professor Thomas B. 
Warren, a Christian philosopher…held on the campus of the North Texas 

http://www.thebible.net/video/warrenflewdebate
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State University, now the University of North Texas, in Denton, on four 
consecutive nights starting on September 20, 1976.”1 He went on to say: 

“…A few of my very declarative statements from that debate may 
be of interest in depicting the fervency of my atheist convictions at 
that point: ‘I know there is no God.’ ‘A system of belief about God’ 
contains the same ‘sort of contradiction’ as ‘unmarried husbands 
or round squares.’ ‘I myself am inclined to believe that the 
universe was without beginning and will be without end. Indeed, 
I know of no good reasons for disputing either of these 
suggestions.’ ‘I believe that living organisms evolved over an 
immeasurably long period from nonliving materials.’  I was 
impressed with the hospitality of my hosts, but the debate ended 
with both Warren and I sticking to our guns.”2 

Wherein Dr. Flew affirmed in his first public debate, “I know God does not 
exist,” he stated that in his last public debate, in May, 2004, which took 
place at New York University, “to the surprise of all concerned,”3 when 
asked “if recent work on the origin of life pointed to the activity of a creative 
Intelligence,” he responded: 

“Yes, I now think it does…almost entirely because of the DNA 
investigations. What I think the DNA material has done is that it 
has shown, by the almost unbelievable complexity of the 
arrangements which are needed to produce (life), that intelligence 
must have been involved in getting these extraordinarily diverse 
elements to work together. It’s the enormous complexity of the 
number of elements and the enormous subtlety of the ways they 
work together. The meeting of these two parts at the right time by 
chance is simply minute. It is all a matter of the enormous 
complexity by which the results were achieved, which looked to 
me like the work of intelligence.”4 

If a Code, then a Coder… 

What was it that changed the mind of the most prominent Atheist of his 
day? It was a little something called “deoxyribonucleic acid,” or “DNA,” for 
short. For a brief description of DNA, we turn to the “Genetics Home 

                                                 
1
 Flew, Antony; Varghese, Roy Abraham (2009-10-13). There Is a God (p. 67). HarperCollins. Kindle Edition. 

2
 Ibid., 67-68. 

3
 Ibid., 73. 

4
 Flew, Antony; Varghese, Roy Abraham (2009-10-13). There Is a God (p. 75). HarperCollins. Kindle Edition. 
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Reference,” published by the U.S. National Library of Medicine, a branch of 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services: 

“DNA, or deoxyribonucleic acid, is the hereditary material in 
humans and almost all other organisms. Nearly every cell in a 
person’s body has the same DNA…The information in DNA is 
stored as a code…Human DNA consists of about 3 billion bases, 
and more than 99 percent of those bases are the same in all 
people. The order, or sequence, of these bases determines the 
information available for building and maintaining an 
organism, similar to the way in which letters of the alphabet 
appear in a certain order to form words and sentences…DNA 
bases pair up with each other…to form units called base 
pairs…Together, [they are] called a nucleotide. Nucleotides are 
arranged in two long strands that form a spiral called a double 
helix. The structure of the double helix is somewhat like a 
ladder...An important property of DNA is that it can replicate, or 
make copies of itself. Each strand of DNA in the double helix can 
serve as a pattern for duplicating the sequence of bases. This is 
critical when cells divide because each new cell needs to have an 
exact copy of the DNA present in the old cell.”5  

Can you see why “DNA” changed the mind of Dr. Flew? Notice that if 
“nearly every cell in a person’s body has the same DNA,” the information of 
which is “stored as a code,” and if a person’s body is entirely composed of 
cells containing this coded information, then it necessarily follows that the 
coded information, within each cell of a person’s body, must have been 
WRITTEN and COMPILED by some entity with sufficient intelligence to 
WRITE and COMPILE such an intricate, self-replicating, code of 
information! To my knowledge, rocks, dirt and primordial sludge do not 
have sufficient intelligence to both WRITE and COMPILE such an intricate, 
self-replicating code – at least none of the rocks, dirt and primordial sludge 
that I have met. This leaves us with only one reasonable option: DNA was 
both WRITTEN and COMPILED by an “intelligent designer,” God. 
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