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Our Writing Staff

Jim Miller

Jim Miller: Preacher at the Gray, church of Christ semi -retired, publisher, writer, editor.
A member of the Lords church since 1985. Preached in NC, TN, KY, and Maine. Two 
years Co-hosting Bible Talk Radio. Owner of Keys Of The Kingdom magazine and 
website. 

Omari French

Minister/gospel Preacher: Minister of the Uptown church of Christ since 2009 
where I am determined to never omit the crucifixion of Jesus in preaching and to 
hold fast the apostles’ doctrine.

Dub McClish

H. W. (Dub) McClish: Preached first sermon in June 1954 at Boise, Idaho, at age 16. 
After 35 years of work as local preacher in 5 states (the last 12 years of which were with 
the Pearl St. Congregation, Denton, TX), began work under oversight of Pearl Street 
elders in 1992, devoting time to combined works of Gospel meetings, mission trips, and 
lectureships and to writing and editing sound Biblical materials. 

Jerry Brewer

 Jerry Brewer was born in Childress, Texas in 1941 and was baptized into Christ by O. M. 
Curry in 1954. He attended the Elk City, Okla. School of Preaching, directed by W. R. 
Craig, in 1969-70 and has done local work in Oklahoma and Texas. He has made three 
trips to Kenya to preach and teach in the Kalamindi School of Preaching. He currently 
preaches for the Northeast church of Christ in Elk City, Okla., where he has been for 19 
years. He has authored a commentary on Galatians, and formerly published "The Gospel 
Preceptor," a monthly paper. He is married to the former Sherlene Holley of Carter, 
Okla. They have six children, and 17 grandchildren. 

If you would like to be a guest writer for TKOK you may contact me at 
jfmiller61@gmail.com. 

To announce up coming events like Gospel Meetings, Lectures, Singing events 
etc… Just use the email link above to contact me. Please feel free to tell others 
and have them sign up for their copy today. Use this link to join the mailing list. 
http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom/?page_id=1316 . 

 May God Bless You.      Jim and the Staff
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Editor's Notes

Brother John Mabrey will no longer be writing for us do to a busy schedule and  
some health issues. Please keep John in your prayers and we thank him for his 
service over the last two years.

The Journey

The Journey, How Larry Became A Christian. Available in both Kindle and
Paperback. Get yours today, buy one for a friend, Use this book to teach others

the truth about being saved. Easy to understand and packed with truth.

Paperback Click here      Kindle Version Click here
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Error, What Attitude Should 
The Christian Take?

Jim Miller
Gray, Maine

Christians are regularly called on to face and combat religious and moral errors. 
A home in heaven or in hell in this matter hinges upon whether we have the 
proper attitude toward error. The question is, what should our attitude be? 
Should we Compromise? Should we have an attitude of indifference? Should 
animosity rule? Honestly, opinion is irrelevant in the matter. What is relevant is 
what do the Scriptures tell us?

My following statement will undoubtedly shock some of our readers here 
however, the basic attitude every Christian should have toward error is that of 
hate. Now before you pop your cork hear me out and listen to what the inspired 
word of God has to say: "Through thy precepts I get understanding: Therefore I
hate every false way." (Ps. 119:104.) Also, "The fear of the Lord is to hate evil." 
(Prov. 8:13.)  These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an 
abomination unto him:  A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed 
innocent blood,  An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift 
in running to mischief,  A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth 
discord among brethren. (Pro 6:16-19.) There are other examples in Scripture, 
however, these should be enough to show that my above statement, even though 
shocking, is nevertheless true. If we are to have the proper understanding and 
attitude error must be viewed through the precepts of God. We must hate every 
false way. If we truly and scripturally fear the Lord then we must hate evil.

This hate of error is required of us we must be on the ball at all times we can't be 
latent or stagnant in our actions. In Ephesians 5:11 Paul states: "Have no 
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness. . ." Ones attitude of hate 
toward error is to lead us to avoid any association with all forms of error and 
false teaching. We need to be diligent in examining doctrine or something 
practiced and know by scripture if it is error. Viewing all things in the light of 
God's word will always determine if a thing is scriptural if we find it to be error, 
we need to immediately sever any attachment to it, and get as far from it as 
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possible. 

Paul again states boldly: "Abstain from all appearance of evil." (I Thess. 5:22.) I
know of very few Christians who have failed to understand this principle of 
abstinence. We have a big problem these day because this is as far and most 
want to go but this is not all they must do concerning error. Read Ephesians 5:11
in its entirety: "Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness but 
rather reprove them." One cannot obey just part of this command and then 
blindly ignore the rest. If we do not have fellowship with error then we have but 
one alternative - Reprove it, that is, show that it is wrong; expose it.

For years there has been a growing element within the church, this includes 
some of our own preachers, they cannot or will not make the distinction between
hating error and hating the ones in error. It is these types of preachers who  
avidly oppose public exposure of error. These are the ones who advocate barring 
sound men from the pulpits. They staunchly appose gospel preachers who, in 
accordance with inspired command, will openly expose error in every form. 

I am not in any way saying we should hate the “people” in error but rather in 
love and long suffering endeavor to make them realize they are wrong teaching 
them the truth. I often ask why can't brethren understand that hating error is 
not hating the person in error? The Christian is to "Reprove, rebuke, exhort" this
is the apostolic example to all who go spreading the gospel. It is not just "exhort"
alone. Go and read Paul's sermon on Mars hill. He did not fail to manifest his 
hatred of error when he reproved the Athenians for their superstition and 
idolatry? 

Stephen hated the error of the Jews when he administered rebukes to them?  
Jesus Himself hated the hypocrisy of the Scribes and Pharisees when he publicly 
exposed them by name. We must accept these examples as precedents for us 
today?

Back in 1990 a preacher by the name of Edgar J. Dye wrote the following and it 
is as true today and it has always been I quote.......

“Our fight against sin and error is: (1) Two-fold - "without" and "within"; (2) Not
with flesh and blood (Eph. 6:10-18; 2 Cor. 2:11); (3) Not waged with carnal 
weapons (2 Cor. 10:3-5). Nevertheless, it is a fight and we always have the battle 
on our hands which can be fought only by preaching the truth, the whole truth 
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and nothing but the truth, while exposing error with all the fervor of our being. 
We must not ignore the problem or shirk our duty in the fight lest we be 
overcome by it. Sin and error "within" are much more dangerous to us than that 
which is "without." But we must not ignore either. The water on the outside of 
the ship at sea is dangerous. But the water which gets inside the ship is much 
more dangerous; in fact, it can be disastrous. Thus it must be kept out at all cost 
and by all righteous means. If and when it gets inside, its removal is imperative.”

Till next we meet
God bless

E-Sword

e-Sword is a fast and effective way to study the Bible. e-Sword is feature rich and
user friendly with more capabilities than you would expect in a free Bible app. 
The fact that e-Sword is free is just one of the blessings and does not speak of the
quality of the app. Below you'll find a list of features that you will discover helps 
make Bible study both enjoyable and enriching. Get it here
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HOW DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT LEAD?

Dub McClish
Denton, Texas

One is not a child of God, a Christian, unless he is led by the Spirit: “For as 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons of God” (Rom. 8:14). 
How does God lead His children by means of the Holy Spirit? Most 
denominationalists, in their doctrinal confusion and emotionalism, are under 
the delusion that there is some sort of direct guidance of the Spirit in their lives. 
Some feel that this is done by giving free reign to their impulses or yielding to 
their “hunches” or to His “nudges.” Some believe the Spirit must “illuminate” the
written Word for them if they are to understand it. Further, some claim that they
receive some “special blessing” of spiritual strength (enabling them to resist 
temptation/behave righteously) from work which the Spirit does for them 
directly and internally beyond and apart from the written Word and apart 
from God’s external (to us) activity in the realm of providence. Others believe 
they hear a voice speaking directly to them from the Spirit. Still others believe 
the Spirit leads them by showing them special signs that indicate specific 
decisions they need to make for given circumstances. (I’ve heard of some who 
wait on the Spirit to “lead” them to get up in the morning, which socks to wear, 
and even which one to put on first.) 

It is not surprising—but expected—that unbelievers advocate the above-listed 
errors. Nor are we surprised that “change agents” and “new hermeneutic” 
advocates among us are urging at least some of these activities of the Spirit of 
God in their do-or-die agenda to wreck the church of the Lord. The matter that 
causes both surprise and dismay is that some once-sound brethren are now 
saying that the Spirit operates in a direct manner apart from and in addition to 
His Word in the realm of sanctification. My concern is that they do not have in 
mind merely the way God operates and what He does through His “behind-the-
scenes” providence or in answer to our prayers, indirectly and external to our 
hearts and minds (e.g., Gen. 50:20; Est. 4:14; Rom. 8:28; Phi. 15; et al.—Bible 
doctrines that are practically universally believed and taught among the Lord’s 
people). 

These erring brethren are insisting that the Spirit does some things directly and 
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internally to and in the Christian’s heart that He does not do through His Word 
alone. If these brethren are not advocating a direct operation of the Holy Spirit 
in addition to His Word, they should say so and say it plainly (and I would hope 
soon). It is imperative that one’s words on this subject be carefully-chosen, 
precise, and well-defined so as not to raise questions unnecessarily. (I say this 
realizing that all who write and speak publicly fall short of this lofty aim 
occasionally.) If one cannot state his concept of the way the Holy Spirit does His 
work for the Christian in unambiguous, clearly comprehensible terms, it may be 
a strong signal that he has an incorrect concept that he needs to abandon. 

Two major differing views concerning the way the Spirit dwells in the Christian 
(i.e., representatively or personally) have been held by those who have genuinely
pled for the restoration of the ancient order over the past two centuries. The 
“how” of the Spirit’s indwelling—in and of itself—has not been considered a 
“fellowship” issue by respected men among us in past generations and is not 
thus considered now. 

However, so far as I know, only an infinitesimal number who were/are counted 
faithful through all these years have advocated (until very recently) the idea that 
the Spirit leads, guides, instructs, strengthens, and/or produces spiritual fruit in 
the Christian in any direct or immediate way, apart from or in addition to His 
spiritual “sword,” His Word (Eph. 6:17). (I realize that “how many” or “which” 
brethren believe a certain doctrine is not the yardstick of Truth. However, it 
hardly seems wise to disdain or hastily abandon doctrinal convictions arrived at 
by many able men over a long period of time.) To contend that the Spirit thus 
operates on the heart of the Christian in some direct, immediate way has 
generally been (and continues to be) correctly perceived both as (1) a surrender 
of the all-sufficiency of the Word of God and (2) an opening of the door to 
unrestrainable subjectivism. 

It is not always kept clear (but it should be) that the way the Holy Spirit dwells 
in the Christian and the way the He works in the life of the Christian are 
separate issues. Some (both among representative-indwelling advocates and 
personal-indwelling advocates) apparently believe that the personal indwelling 
view somehow implies or at least tends toward the direct-work view of the Holy 
Spirit. However, I deny even the tendency, much less the implication. 

The personal indwelling view no more implies or tends toward the direct work of
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the Holy Spirit than the doctrine of the necessity of baptism for the remission of 
sins implies or tends toward “salvation by meritorious works” (as 
denominationalists have long averred). I do not know of any brother who 
faithfully teaches the role of baptism in God’s salvation pattern who would ever 
think of considering it some sort of work of merit on man’s part. Likewise, until 
lately faithful brethren who hold the personal-indwelling view and who claim 
that this conviction implies some direct work in or for us by the Spirit apart 
from/in addition to His written Word have been all but non-existent. Again, let 
us keep clear the distinction between the indwelling and the operation of the 
Spirit. 

Now back to the original question: “How does the Holy Spirit direct, lead, and do
His work in the Christian?” Does He provide direct leadership and influence in 
our lives? Does He directly (apart from, in addition to His written Word and His 
external providence) tell us where to go, what to do, when to do what, and such 
like? Does He directly give us spiritual strength and cause us to produce His fruit
(Gal. 5:22–23)? Please bear in mind that by whatever means the Spirit leads, He 
leads not a few, many, or most, but all who are children of God, according to 
Romans 8:14.

In the first century the Holy Spirit gave the apostles miraculous power, enabling 
them to impart it to others for the purpose of revealing and confirming the 
Gospel (Acts 6:6–8; 8:18; Heb. 2:3–4). However, so far as I can discern, the New
Testament neither explicitly nor implicitly teaches that every Christian 
possessed miraculous gifts. On some occasions, the Spirit directly told someone 
to go to a certain place and to do or not do a certain thing (e. g., Acts 8:29; 
10:19–20; 16:6–7; et al.). However, it is readily observable that such direct 
messages and instances of guidance— even in the days of miracles (long since 
ended [1 Cor. 13:8–10, et al.])— were extraordinary occurrences. Since 
even these miraculous incidents of the Spirit’s leadership were exceptional and 
were confined to only some (or perhaps even a few) individuals, manifestly, such
miraculous leadings were not in Paul’s (or the Spirit’s) mind in Romans 8:14. 
The kind of leading of which Paul wrote is that which the Spirit gives to every 
Christian, implying that it is not occasional and extraordinary, but general and 
ordinary.

How then are sons of God led by the Spirit? I repeat, that until very recently, 
faithful brethren, whether they held a personal or a representative-only view of 
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the Spirit’s indwelling, answered almost unanimously as follows: “We are led by 
the Spirit when and as we understand and obey the Word of the Spirit.” Paul 
commanded: “Walk by the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh” 
(Gal. 5:16). Surely, none would deny that to “walk by the Spirit” is to be “led by 
the Spirit.” Immediately after His statement just quoted, the Spirit (through 
Paul’s inspired pen) leads us to understand what the “works of the flesh” are and
what the “fruit of the Spirit” is (Gal. 5:19–26), with the implied obligation to 
shun the former and produce the latter. There is not the slightest hint that Paul 
had in mind any idea that the Spirit apart from or in addition to the written 
Word would somehow directly preserve us from fleshly works or produce in us 
this beautiful and universally lawful fruit.

Since the end of the miraculous age at the death of the last apostle there is only 
one way in which any one (whether alien sinner or God’s child) is “led by the 
Spirit”: it is by obeying the Word of the Spirit. Any other claimed “leading” of 
the Spirit degrades and even nullifies His written Word, which He gave to lead 
us. After all, if the Holy Spirit directly strengthens us against evil and produces 
the fruit of the Spirit in us, what need have we for the instructions and urgings of
the written Word? Yet, it is that very written Word in our Bibles which is 
profitable for our every spiritual need and craving and which, if followed, will 
bring us (without any extra direct assistance of the Spirit) to full spiritual 
maturity (2 Tim. 3:16–17). That same Word is able to edify us so as to bring us to
our heavenly inheritance if we follow it (Acts 20:32). Only as we read, 
understand, and obey the Word does the Spirit lead, direct, teach, and work in 
us. Any other view of the Spirit’s work in us is an aberrant view in light of both 
the Bible and—as previously observed—the almost-unanimous convictions of 
generations of earnest and faithful brethren. 

So long as brethren are united on this bedrock foundation of Biblical principle—
the Spirit leads only through His Word—why should the manner of the Spirit’s 
indwelling the Christian ever be considered a divisive issue? I therefore appeal to
all brethren (whichever view of the Spirit’s indwelling they hold) to join hands 
and hearts earnestly concerning the work of the Spirit on the hearts of men 
through His Word alone. As one man, let us go forth to face the change-mad 
liberal heretics within and the many and mighty Satanic foes without who are 
attacking Zion from every direction.
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Endnotes
·All Scripture quotations are from the American Standard Version.

·I wrote the foregoing article in 1997 in response to brother Mac Deaver. Not 

long before my article he had declared his conviction that the Holy Spirit leads

directly, in addition to His leading through the New Testament. Mac Deaver 

has since digressed even further, alleging that the Spirit operates on the heart 

of alien sinners and that sinners are baptized not only in water, but also in the 

Holy Spirit.

Your Site for Bible Exposition, Exegesis, and
Commentary on a wide variety of  topics and passages 

http://thescripturecache.com
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Come visit us on FaceBook get scriptural answers to your questions.
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The Roots And Cure Of An Immoral Society

Jerry C. Brewer
Elk City, Okla.

Institutions are  what  they are because of  what the individuals  who compose
them are. The family, the state, and the church project collective personae that
simply  mirror  those  of  their  individual  members.  As  the  smallest  unit  of
organized  society,  the  individual’s moral  condition  bears  a  fundamental
relationship  to  the  moral  health  of  the  whole  society.  Consequently  and
cyclically, the causes of moral ills that permeate and afflict society are traceable
to individual conduct.
 
Social upheavals in America with their climate of confrontation and violence in
the  1960s  created  what  many  termed  “a  sick  society.”  Response  to  that
“sickness” consisted mainly of the symptomatic treatment of social legislation by
Congress such as the Civil Rights Act of 1964. That led to Lyndon Johnson’s
Great Society programs and related attempts to eradicate poverty within certain
classes of citizens, with the assumption that its eradication would cure society’s
ills. Fifty three years later, millions still live in self-imposed squalor while those
very programs, ostensibly designed to eliminate poverty, have become incentives
for a dependent underclass to remain in those conditions, and the following was
written in 1994: “More than twenty-five years later, Johnson’s War on Poverty
has been an unqualified failure. Despite spending trillions of dollars, it has had
the unintended consequence of  making welfare more attractive than work to
many families...”1 
 
The causes of society’s problems do not spring from the body politic. Without
exception,  they find their  origin  in  the  sinful  conduct  of  the  individual.  The
problems  of  hatred,  illegitimate  children,  child  abuse,  drugs,  alcohol,
homosexuality, incest, pornographic “entertainment,” gambling, violent criminal
behavior and a host of other evils that plague society do not constitute society’s
illness.  They  are  merely  symptoms  of  a  moral  virus  which  attacks  society’s
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cellular component—the individual. When the individual is evil, the family, the
church and the state all suffer, and immorality in those institutions exists only to
the  extent  that  it  is  tolerated  in  the  individual.  The  physical  body  becomes
feverish and ill when a virus invades the cell. Remove the cause of illness from
the cell and the body returns to a healthy state. So it is with society. Remove
immorality from the individual and replace it with godliness and society will be
morally healthy. 

That society ails cannot be denied. When children bear children out of wedlock,
sodomy  is  approved  and  celebrated  at  the  highest  governmental  levels,
elementary school children carry guns to class, the killing of unborn children is
sanctioned by the highest court in the land, fathers abandon their families, a
welfare check is preferable to an honest day’s work, murderers receive “life” for
sentencing  their  own  victims  to  death  and  evil  is  called  a  “psychological
disorder,”  then  society  is  indeed  sick.  When  religion  is  prohibited  in  public
institutions,  the  wages  of  honest  working  people  are  confiscated  by  a
paternalistic government to support those who refuse to work, pornography is
fed to children via the internet and television, Bill  Clinton, a publicly avowed
fornicator, is elected president, and perverted minds in the television and film
industries set the nation’s moral tone, then our society is sick. How did we come
to  this?  The  answer  is  found  in  Romans  1:18-32  which  describes  the
unrighteousness  of  man that  springs  from his  own ungodliness.  Tracing  the
descent of  men—and nations—into the abyss of  moral depravity,  Paul says it
begins with, and is sustained by, “ungodliness,” a word which is explained by R.
L. Whiteside.

The meaning of this word has been obscured by trying to make it
mean godlikeness. It has no such meaning in the Bible; the Greek
word from which it is translated has no such meaning. Godliness is
piety, reverence. A godly person is one who has respect for God and
sacred things. Ungodliness is impiety, irreverence, a lack of respect
for  God and sacred  things.  Godliness  is  a  right  attitude  toward
God; ungodliness is a wrong attitude toward God. 2
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Ungodliness  in  the  individual  is  the  well-spring  of  all  societal  ills  and  the
progenitor of all that is evil among man. The primal sin of man, ungodliness,
remains that from which all else springs. Made in the image of God, (Gen. 1:26),
man was united with his Maker until he was attracted to the serpent’s lie and
disobeyed.  That  first  sin  amounted  to  ungodliness—a  rejection  of  godly
leadership  and  its  replacement  with  man’s  desires.  Bound  up  within  that
account  is  the  first  recorded  practice  of  humanism.  Man  rejected  God’s
perfection for his own wisdom and, with that as his chart and compass, began
his descent into the abyss of heathenism.

According to Webster, society is, “...a community, nation or broad grouping of
people  having  common  traditions,  institutions  and  collective  activities  and
interests.”  American  society  is  a  nation  originally  built  upon  traditions,
institutions, activities and interests that derive from Biblical morality embedded
deeply in our collective past. American civilization emerged from those beliefs
and our abandonment of them has led to the ills of twenty first century America.

For more than two centuries America existed upon the foundation truths of a
belief in God, Divine revelation, the priesthood of the believer and that, by virtue
of birth, we are endowed by God with the inalienable rights of free men. Our
civilization  arose  on  the  fundamental  belief  that  the  rights  we  enjoy  are
tempered by responsibilities to family, community and state and it is this sense
of “ought,” derived from our religious past, that produces what is orderly, right
and harmonious in America. Anthithetical to our roots, libertinism, hedonism,
anarchism and humanism, all of which spring from ungodliness and which exalt
self above all others—including God—are the causes of  today’s immoral society.

In  the  American  nation’s  beginning,  the  home  and  the  church  provided  the
impetus  for  the  its  rise  and strength.  While  the  nature  and purposes  of  the
home, the church, and the state are different, the former two provide the moral
climate that prevails in the latter, as Allan Bloom pointed out.

Attending church or synagogue, praying at the table, were a way
of life, inseparable from the moral education that was supposed to
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be the family’s special responsibility in this  democracy. Actually,
the  moral  teaching  was  the  religious  teaching.  There  was  no
abstract doctrine. The things one was supposed to do, the sense that
the  world  supported  them  and  punished  disobedience,  were  all
incarnated in the Biblical stories. The loss of the gripping inner life
vouchsafed  those  who  were  nurtured  by  the  Bible  must  be
primarily attributed not to our schools or political life, but to the
family, which, with all its rights to privacy, has proved unable to
maintain  any  content  of  its  own.  The  dreariness  of  the  family’s
spiritual  landscape  passes  belief...The  delicate  fabric  of  the
civilization  into  which  successive  generations  are  woven  has
unraveled, and children are raised, not educated.” 3 

A sense of right moral conduct, inherent in the Bible and believed and taught in
the homes and churches of the earliest settlers in the English colonies of North
America  was  the  guiding  philosophy  of  the  nation’s  founders.  That  sense  of
moral right, upon which the endurance and stability of any state depends, has
been lost in America because of the failure of the home.

Moral  righteousness  transcends  human  law  and reasoning.  It  comes  neither
from  legislative  bodies  nor  ecumenical  societies,  but  from  the  perfection  of
divine  revelation.  Becoming  inured  to  the  evils  of  fornication,  adultery,
homocide, genocide, infanticide and suicide, we have become an amoral nation.
A steady diet of murder, rape, robbery, child abuse and abandonment, on the
evening news has numbed our moral sensibilities until we consider those things
normal rather than aberrant behavior. Bombarded with appeals for the rights of
sodomites,  we are no longer outraged at  those  things upon which the  moral
wrath of  society  would have once  descended.  That’s  the  very  point  made by
Bloom when he drew a comparison between a morally desensitized America and
the Weimar Republic which spawned Adolph Hitler’s atrocities.

...anything was possible for people who sang of the joy of the knife
in  cabarets.  Decent  people  became used to  hearing things  about
which  they would  have  in  the  past  been  horrified  to  think,  and
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which would not have been allowed public expression. 4

Prodded  by  religious  skepticism  and  the  anti-biblical  religion  of  humanistic
ideology, we have loosed ourselves from the moorings of absolute right and set
ourselves  adrift  upon  the  uncertain  sea  of  human  reason.  Abandoning  their
responsibilities as society’s basic institutions, the home, the church and the state
have formed an unholy alliance and created a generation which perpetuates a
morally chaotic society. 

The only solution to the problem is a frontal attack on the cause of the illness.
The home must assume its place as the primary nurturer and the foundation
block upon which society stands. The church must refocus on spiritual matters
and the state must abandon its paternalism. Standing upon the foundation of its
homes, the state has almost destroyed its own foundation by lifting familial and
benevolent religious obligations from the individual and appropriating those to
itself under the guise of “social legislation”. The state cannot replace the family.
The family cannot replace the church, and the church cannot replace the state or
the family and the family cannot replace the state. Each must function within its
own sphere of influence and obligation in order for society to be made whole
again,  and  it  all  begins  with  the  home  where  the  individual  is  nurtured  in
righteous, moral behavior.

END NOTES:  All Scripture are from the King James Version

1.  Contract With America, Ed Gillespie and Bob Schellhas, eds., Times Books,
Random House, NY, 1994, p. 67.

2. R. L. Whiteside, A New Commentary on Paul’s Letter To The Saints at Rome,
Miss Inys Whiteside, Denton, Texas, 1945, pp. 23-24.

3. Allan Bloom,  The Closing of The American Mind, 1987, Simon & Schuster,
NY, pp. 56-57.

4.  (ibid, p. 154-55).
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The Preacher

Jim Miller
Gray, Maine    

The preacher is a man who has dedicated himself to proclaiming the word of 
God that others might come to know of the saving grace and mercy of our Lord. 
He takes his position as preacher very seriously as he will be held to a higher 
standard than the everyday Christian in the congregation. He is usually called 
upon to preach at least two sermons and to teach two classes a week. This is of 
course if there is not a gospel meeting going on are a special class on some topic 
that needs attending to.

     Few people really understand what all is entailed in being a preacher. They 
believe that his position is one of ease only having to get up in front of the 
congregation two may three times a week and speak on Gods word and that he 
can do this easily and the rest of his time is his own to do as he pleases. In reality
nothing could be farther from the truth.

    Many congregations think the preacher is a hireling that he is to do their 
work for them. Some congregations believe that the preacher is supposed to take
on the duties that they themselves are to be doing. Some say that it is the 
preacher's job to take up the slack of the congregation because they just don't 
have the time. 

    Some believe  since they do not have time or make time for their duties as 
Christians that they can employ the preacher to do it for them. To most peoples
surprise the preacher is not just someone hired to pick up the slack of the 
church members. Too many people have the idea that the preacher should get 
out and round up all the straying sheep (Elders Duty). 

    If brethren within the church become "at odds" with one another, the preacher
should arbitrate between them (Elders Duty). 

    If anyone in the congregation gets sick that the preacher should just run right 
over dropping everything and go see about it. If  members become needy, the 
preacher should know it and be sure it is taken care of (Again Elders and 
Deacons Duty). 
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    Preachers are expected to make rounds to hospitals like a doctor would and 
they are not to dare miss visiting the homes of members.

    Preachers are expected to run errands for everybody who calls on them these 
days. Is it any wonder they have so little time to prepare their lesson let alone 
study for themselves. To often members believe that this is what the preacher is 
paid for and he better do it or else.

    Now, I am not saying that a preacher should not visit (care for) the sick, or run
errands, or help the needy but it is not a part of his preaching duty. As any 
Christian he has the same responsibility the as any other member has. However, 
there is no scriptural evidence that such works are to be performed as part of his 
duty as a preacher.

    Acts 6:2 tells us what Paul had to say about this. The apostles said, "It is not 
reason that we should leave the word of God to serve tables." Here the principle 
is well established that preaching the gospel is more important than taking care 
of physical details. The church under the guidance of the apostles was instructed
to choose from among them men who would take care of serving tables and the 
apostles could give themselves "continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the 
word" (Acts 6:4).

    Today because of a lack of leadership in the church most congregations expect 
the preacher to make sure there is a weekly bulletin, expect the lawn to be 
mowed and host of other things that do not fall within the purview of preaching 
duties. In Paul's letters to Timothy, he explains the work of an evangelist, 
generally speaking, is 

to live an exemplary life (I Tim. 4:12), and to read, study and teach (2 Tim. 2:2, 
15; 1 Tim. 4:13). What a tremendous task this is in itself You should try being 
what we call a "full-time" preacher and see for yourself.

    Today there are those who complain about how "their preacher spends too 
much time in study" they do not understand the real duty of an evangelist, nor 
do they give thought the mental load it entails. These same people want to 
complain on Sunday morning that they didn't get much out of the preachers 
sermon. Members who expect the preacher to carry on the work of an 
elder/deacon and (spend most of his time serving tables) can not to have 
worthwhile sermons too. The preacher simply cannot do both. A preachers effort
behind the pulpit is directly connected to whether he spends enough time in his 
study. 
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     Any preacher worth his salt will spend may hours in study daily. It is no 
simple task keeping up with the false doctrines that have made headway into the
churches today. He will spend much time in prayer not just for himself but for 
others also. Then there is the preparation of his sermons and bible class lessons. 
This is not to mention any article writing or radio program or other lessons he 
may have to prepare for. 

    What about any classes he may be taking to further his knowledge and 
understanding. How about the time he may spend helping others who come to 
him needing help in their understand of Gods word. 

    A preachers work is not a nine to five job it is a way of life to the true preacher 
of Gods word. What about the preacher who holds down a full time job in the 
secular world to make ends meet because the congregation where he serves can 
not afford to pay him or because there is no support from other places to care of 
his needs.
    

    People, especially Christians need to understand that the preacher is already 
carrying a heave load and that he does so out of love for God and his fellow man. 
To place the burden of the the elders and deacons and even the congregation 
upon his shoulders is asking far to much of these men. 

    In the words of Irven Lee a faithful brother from Toney, Alabama.

    There is a message that should be carefully delivered to every person in all 
the world. This enormous task is the work of preachers as God ordained it 
(Matt. 28:18-20; Mk. 16:15,16; Luke 24:47). There is an urgency about getting 
the message delivered, and the preacher should grasp the seriousness of his 
this (2 Tim. 4:1-5). Paul used many expressions to remind the Ephesian elders 
of his attitude toward preaching: "what manner," "humility of mind," "many 
tears," "temptations," and of how he "kept back nothing that was profitable." 
He could claim that he was pure from the blood of all men because he shunned 
not to declare the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:17-35). He did not preach for 
the money at Ephesus. In fact, he earned his own money and funds for the care 
of his helpers while he was there. He knew that his work of preaching was 
important.

    Paul and Silas "suffered" and were "shamefully entreated" at Philippi, but 
they went right on to Thessalonica and were "bold" to speak the "gospel of 
God." It was this bold presentation of the truth in such a way as to be well 
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pleasing to God, rather than flattery and other men pleasing tactics, that they 
depended on to get the job done. They were allowed by God to be put in trust 
with the gospel so there was a feeling that they were debtors to others (1 Thess. 
2:1-13).

    Friends, There is a lot of time that goes into preparing two sermons and two or
three classes per week. There is the special preparation for each of these lessons, 
and there is a lot of general reading and constant efforts to grow in background 
knowledge. Some who do not know what the preachers work truly is might 
benefit by going with him for a week and observing how many questions are 
asked on many different subjects. One never knows what subjects will be 
brought up. We are to be ready always to give answer (1 Peter 3:15).

The Keys Of The Kingdom 24



Website Design and Hosting Click Here

The Keys Of The Kingdom 25

http://www.totalconceptmarketing.com/church-sites/
http://www.totalconceptmarketing.com/church-sites/

	Dub McClish Pg: 9
	The Roots And Cure Of An Immoral Society

