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Our Writing Staff

Jim Miller

Jim Miller: Preacher at the Gray, church of Christ semi -retired, publisher, writer, editor.
A member of the Lords church since 1985. Preached in NC, TN, KY, and Maine. Two 
years Co-hosting Bible Talk Radio. Owner of Keys Of The Kingdom magazine and 
website. 

Omari French

Minister/gospel Preacher: Minister of the Uptown church of Christ since 2009 
where I am determined to never omit the crucifixion of Jesus in preaching and to 
hold fast the apostles’ doctrine.

John Maybrey

John P. Mabrey: Preacher at the Hilham Church of Christ, Hilham, TN since July 2007.  
Has been a guest of the Gospel Broadcasting Network (GBN) "Bible Round Table."  
Attended Freed Hardeman University for two years.

Dub McClish

H. W. (Dub) McClish: Preached first sermon in June 1954 at Boise, Idaho, at age 16. 
After 35 years of work as local preacher in 5 states (the last 12 years of which were with 
the Pearl St. Congregation, Denton, TX), began work under oversight of Pearl Street 
elders in 1992, devoting time to combined works of Gospel meetings, mission trips, and 
lectureships and to writing and editing sound Biblical materials. 

Jerry Brewer

 Jerry Brewer was born in Childress, Texas in 1941 and was baptized into Christ by O. M. 
Curry in 1954. He attended the Elk City, Okla. School of Preaching, directed by W. R. 
Craig, in 1969-70 and has done local work in Oklahoma and Texas. He has made three 
trips to Kenya to preach and teach in the Kalamindi School of Preaching. He currently 
preaches for the Northeast church of Christ in Elk City, Okla., where he has been for 19 
years. He has authored a commentary on Galatians, and formerly published "The Gospel 
Preceptor," a monthly paper. He is married to the former Sherlene Holley of Carter, 
Okla. They have six children, and 17 grandchildren. 

If you would like to be a guest writer for TKOK you may contact me at 
jfmiller61@gmail.com. 

To announce up coming events like Gospel Meetings, Lectures, Singing events 
etc… Just use the email link above to contact me. Please feel free to tell others 
and have them sign up for their copy today. Use this link to join the mailing list. 
http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom/?page_id=1316 . 

 May God Bless You.      Jim and the Staff
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Editor's Notes

By Jim Miller
Gray, Maine

The Journey

The Journey, How Larry Became A Christian. Available in both Kindle and
Paperback. Get yours today, buy one for a friend, Use this book to teach others

the truth about being saved. Easy to understand and packed with truth.

Paperback Click here      Kindle Version Click here
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The Dangers Of Liberal Progressivism Pt. 5

Jim Miller
Gray, Maine

Have you ever noticed that once Liberal Progressiveism takes hold of men there
seems to be no stopping it. All scriptural authority gets thrown out the window. 
Morals and integrity become whatever society determines rather than what 
scriptures teach. L/P's are constantly changing the meaning or definition of 
plain scriptural teaching to fit whatever social agenda they adopt. L/Pism has 
destroyed the the home and the role of women in that home. It destroys the 
family because fathers no longer respect their responsibility given by God. 
Children are brought up not knowing the basic principles of respect for 
authority. L/Pism preaches the social gospel that says if it feels good do it.

There are many false doctrines that have been adopted by the L/P's Such as 
Christians being able to fellowship denominations, the AD 70 doctrine or Hyper 
Preterism that teaches Christ returned already in 70 Ad, there are those teaching
that Matthew, Mark, Luke and John are Old Testament books. There are many 
now teaching that there are loop holes that allow divorce and remarriage for any 
reason. Folks it just goes on and on. 

Emotionalism and sensationalism came to the forefront with the progressive 
movement. How one feels rather than the plain teaching of scripture have 
become the norm. L/P's have tried to turn the teachings of the Gospel into a big 
love letter ignoring the harsh teachings of Christ and later His Apostles.

There are thos L/P's out there who try to say that because we want to get back to 
preaching the bible as it was given to us that we are so-called Campbelites. They 
want you to believe that restoring the church to its first century foundation is a 
teaching of men. 

Brother Dub McClish put it aptly when he wrote the following, 

“• Restoration implies the existence of an original (one cannot restore that 
which never existed).

The Keys Of The Kingdom 5



• Restoration implies the loss of the original state of that which is to be restored.

• Restoration implies the existence of information concerning the specifications 
of the original(pattern, blueprint, model, written description, and/or photos, et 
al.).

The “restoration principle” is the employment of those original specifications to 
replicate the original—without addition, subtraction, or any other alteration.”

Yet, The L/P will tell you that to believe in such manner is foolish and doesn't 
apply today. Get with it the times are changing. However, we know God's word 
never changes no matter what year it is. Mat 24:35  Heaven and earth shall 
pass away, but my words shall not pass away.

L/Ps have this notion that there is a need for the Lord's church to simply follow 
the culture or risks becoming irrelevant. If only the church would simply “wise 
up” and “get with the program,” it wouldn't be so out of touch with the times, 
then people would flock to it. So they introduce entertainment in the form of 
such things as praise teams and beat boxing and clapping etc... It is really 
saddening to me to see other Christians join in with the ranks of those who 
angrily dismiss dissenting opinions for fear of not being acceptable to the L/P's 
new spiritual orthodoxy! This is where real study comes in instead of just 
listening to what comes out of the pulpit accepting it we need to study so we 
know whether it is true or not. 2Ti_2:15  Study to shew thyself approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth.

Progressive Christians despise God’s word when it comes to hating sin. They will
only talk about God’s love and watch the hate they spew once they find you don’t
support their beliefs. But remember God’s warnings regarding false teachers (2 
Timothy 4:2-4) and differing gospels: “I marvel that you are turning away so 
soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 
which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert 
the gospel of Christ. But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other 
gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. As we 
have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to 
you than what you have received, let him be accursed.” Galatians 1:6-9 

Either you love Christ or you hate Him. Either you’re obeying Him or you’re not.
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There’s no in between. Progressive Christians are full of disobedience just 
judging by the list above. Of course by now they may be hollering, “judge not, 
that ye be not judged.” But don’t they know Christians can judge one another? 
1Co 5:9-13 I wrote unto you in an epistle not to company with fornicators: Yet 
not altogether with the fornicators of this world, or with the covetous, or 
extortioners, or with idolaters; for then must ye needs go out of the world. But 
now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a 
brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, 
or an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat. For what have I to do to 
judge them also that are without? do not ye judge them that are within? But 
them that are without God judgeth. Therefore put away from among 
yourselves that wicked person.

Till next we meet

God bless.

E-Sword

e-Sword is a fast and effective way to study the Bible. e-Sword is feature rich and
user friendly with more capabilities than you would expect in a free Bible app. 
The fact that e-Sword is free is just one of the blessings and does not speak of the
quality of the app. Below you'll find a list of features that you will discover helps 
make Bible study both enjoyable and enriching. Get it here
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Contending For The Faith Radio
Click Here to Listen Now
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ALIEN AMENABILITY TO 
THE LAW OF CHRIST PT. 2

Dub McClish
Denton, Texas

Christ Will Be the Judge of All Men

The Psalmist prophesied that Christ would “…judge the world with 
righteousness, and the peoples with his truth” (Psa. 96:13). The Lord claimed the
power of universal judgment: “For neither doth the Father judge any man, but 
he hath given all judgment unto the Son,…and he have him authority to execute 
judgment, because he is a son of man” (John 5:22, 27). Paul said that Christ 
would judge all men: [He] [God] hath appointed a day in which he will judge the 
world in righteousness, by the man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath 
given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead” (Acts 
17:31). Each person will be judged by the spiritual law under which he lived 
(Rom. 3:19). All who have lived since the law of Christ (the Gospel) went into 
effect will be judged by it. Jesus said, “He that rejecteth me and receiveth not my
sayings, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I spake, the same shall 
judge him in the last day” (John 12:48, emph. DM). Furthermore, when 
Christ comes He will render vengeance “to them that know not God, and to 
them that obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 The. 1:8, 
emph. DM). Since all men who have lived since the Gospel of Christ went into 
effect (including those who reject Christ and obey not the Gospel) will be judged 
by the Gospel, it must follow that all men are accountable to the Gospel, the Law 
of Christ. To deny this (as Bales/Billingsly do) is to affirm that Christ will judge 
alien sinners by a standard to which they are not accountable.

The Answerable to a Part—Answerable to Whole Principle

The Scriptures teach the principle that one who is answerable to part of a body 
of spiritual law is answerable to said body of law as a whole. Jesus said: Woe 
unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye tithe mint and anise and 
cummin, and have left undone the weightier matters of the law, justice, and 
mercy, and faith: but these ye ought to have done, and not to have left the other 
undone. Ye blind guides, that strain out the gnat, and swallow the camel! (Mat. 
23:23–24). Notice the similarity between what Bales/Billingsly teach and what 

The Keys Of The Kingdom 9



these scribes and Pharisees were doing—picking and choosing which parts of 
God's Law to which certain ones are amenable. The Lord said these men were 
answerable, accountable to all of the law!

Paul warned those who sought to place themselves and Gentiles who would obey
the Gospel under only one principle of the Law of Moses: “Yea, I testify again to 
every man that receiveth circumcision, that he is a debtor to do the whole law” 
(Gal. 5:3 ). Here the argument is clearly set forth that if one is under one point of
God's Covenant, he is under (amenable to) the Covenant as a whole. Similarly, 
James wrote: “For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one
point, he is become guilty of all” (Jam. 2:10). If one becomes guilty of a body of 
law as a whole by violating one precept thereof (as this passage affirms), then 
one must be amenable to the law as a whole if he is amenable to anyone precept 
thereof. 

It is important to notice that acceptance of this principle does not imply that 
every person under a system of law (whether civil or spiritual) will be in position 
or qualified to obey every single statute in said law, without regard to 
prerequisites (a “straw man” which Bales/Billingsly constantly and erroneously 
erect). However, one is still accountable to the body of law as a whole; he must 
obey each statute as and when he is in a position to do so.

The following cases will illustrate the truth stated in the previous paragraph. 
Although the scribes and Pharisees (Mat. 23:23–24) were not directly 
addressed by the purification rites for women in the Law of Moses, this did not 
prevent their being accountable to the Law as a whole. While I am amenable to 
the sum of the Law of the state of Texas, there are certain statutes that apply 
only to state legislators. These do not directly apply to me because I am not a
legislator—I have not fulfilled the prerequisites for those regulations. Likewise, 
Jesus was not in a position to be a priest under the Law of Moses because He 
was of the tribe of Judah rather than of Levi (Heb. 7:14: 8:4). Therefore, the 
statutes governing priests did not apply to Him directly. Did this mean that He 
was not amenable to the Law as a whole because some of its specific regulations 
did not directly apply to him? Absolutely not! However, this is the logical
implication of the Bales/Billingsly heresy.

Those who are impressed with the force of Scriptural evidence now perceive that
all men who are answerable to part of a body of law are answerable to said body 
of law as a whole.
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All Men Are Answerable to Part of the Law of Christ

Based on the truth of the previous Scriptural principle, if I can now demonstrate 
that all men are accountable to even one command of the Law/Covenant of 
Christ, I will have proved that alien sinners are accountable to the Law of Christ 
as a whole. Note that all men are commanded to repent and be baptized as part 
of Christ's Law. God commands men through Christ that they “…should all 
everywhere repent” (Acts 17:30). Further, Christ commanded that the Gospel 
(His Law), including the command to be baptized, should be preached to “all
nations,” “all the world” and to “the whole creation” (Mat. 28:19–20; Mark 
16:15-16). These are combined in a single statement addressed to believing alien 
sinners on Pentecost (Acts 2:38).

In spite of the fact that Bales/Billingsly concede that aliens are amenable to the
commands to repent and be baptize—and that these are part of the Law or 
Covenant of Christ—they continue to deny that aliens are accountable to the 
Covenant of Christ until they “get in the covenant.” However, we have shown 
that one who is accountable to one part of a system of law is accountable to that 
law system as a whole. Since aliens are accountable to part of the law of Christ, 
therefore, aliens are accountable to the law of Christ as a whole. The 
fact that the Bales/Billingsly theology adamantly denies this Scriptural principle
amply demonstrates their glaring error and inconsistency. Some Persons Are 
Answerable to a Body of Law as a Whole Although Some Commands 
Do Not Directly Apply to Them. 

This principle takes us one step beyond the two previously discussed principles. 
I can demonstrate from Scripture that some persons are answerable to God's 
Law as a whole, which contains specific commands which do not directly apply 
to them. If this is the case with some (as I will soon demonstrate), then it may 
be the case with all (which I will also demonstrate).

I have already proved that it is true that some persons are answerable to a body 
of law as a whole containing specific commands that do not directly apply to 
them, but let me further emphasize it. Jewish women were answerable to the 
Mosaical Law (Covenant) as a whole (Mat. 23:23–24; Gal. 5:3), but the 
commandment to be circumcised did not directly apply to them. Likewise (as 
previously noted), Jesus was answerable to the Law of Moses as a whole, but the
commands of the Law for priests did not directly apply to him (Heb. 7:14; 8:4).
All of the impenitent Jews who heard the apostles preach on Pentecost were
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commanded to “repent and be baptized” (Acts 2:38), although not all fulfilled 
the prerequisites to do so by receiving the Word in faith (v. 41). Were those who 
did not receive the Word in faith any less answerable to “repent and be baptized”
than those who did? Both Philip and the Ethiopian understood this principle. 
When the Ethiopian asked, “Behold, here is water: what doth hinder me to be 
baptized?” (Acts 8:36), he indicated his understanding that there could be
prerequisites to baptism. When Philip replied, “If thou believest thou mayest” 
(Acts 8:37), he stated a prerequisite to baptism. Had the Ethiopian denied 
Christ, would he have been any less answerable to the command to be baptized, 
though clearly not meeting the prerequisite of belief  in Christ? Likewise, the 
Athenians were no less accountable to the command to repent because they 
failed the prerequisite of faith by continuing in their idolatrous infidelity (Acts 
17:30, 32).

All Christians are answerable to the Covenant of Christ as a whole (conceded by
Bales/Billingsly), but there are some commands in the law of Christ that do not 
directly apply to some Christians. Christian wives are hardly in position to obey
the command, “Husbands, love your wives” (Col. 3:19). The command to be the 
“husband of one wife” (1 Tim. 3:2) does not directly apply to every Christian 
man, only to elders. Further, the “covenant” command to be baptized (Acts 2:38)
does not directly apply to any Christian. A non-citizen visiting our country is 
accountable to American law as a whole while within our territory, yet the laws 
regulating the privilege of voting do not directly apply to him. I am answerable 
to the law of Texas as a whole, but certain specific laws (such as a license
necessary to fly an airplane) do not directly apply to me until I meet certain 
prerequisites.

Bales/Billingsly argue that the alien sinner is not accountable to any of the 
Covenant of Christ because there are certain commands (e.g., observing the 
Lord’s supper, repenting and praying for forgiveness, giving money each Lord’s 
day, etc.), which admittedly he is not in position to do acceptably while still an 
alien. However, in the cases cited I have demonstrated that some persons 
(including both alien sinners and saints) are answerable to the law of God as
a whole, although some of the specific commands in that law do not directly 
apply to them. This alone proves that the major contention of the 
Bales/Billingsly doctrine is false. However, to prove that this is true of some 
persons is also to raise the possibility that it may be true of all. I will 
demonstrate below that this is indeed the case.
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Christ Has Only One Body of Spiritual Law for All Men

There is one—and only one—body of spiritual law in force under Christ for all 
men. It is variously called “the Gospel,” “the doctrine” (i.e., “teaching”), “the 
faith,” “the Word,” “the law of Christ,” “the Truth” and “the new/second 
covenant.” The Roman saints were (as are all men) saved by obeying the 
“Gospel” (Mark 16:16), yet Paul wrote that they were saved by obeying the 
“doctrine” (Rom. 6:17–18). This same “Gospel” and “doctrine” is called “the 
faith” (Acts 6:7). When the saints were scattered from Jerusalem they went 
everywhere “preaching the word” (Acts 8:4), which is obviously the “Gospel” of 
Mark 16:15. In prophesying about the preaching of the “Gospel” on Pentecost, 
Isaiah called it the “law” and the “word of the Lord” (Isa. 2:3; cf. Jam. 1:21-25). 

The “Truth” is the same as the “Word” and the “faith” (1 Tim. 4:1-5; John 17:17). 
The “new covenant” is called “the laws” (Jer. 31:33; Heb. 10:16) and “the faith” 
refers to the “covenant” of Christ (Gal. 3:23). By these passages (many others 
can be supplied) it is evident that all of these terms simply refer to the one body 
of spiritual law authorized by Christ. It is important to notice that this one body 
of spiritual law was (and is) addressed to both non-Christians and 
Christians. The Gospel is addressed to alien sinners (“the whole creation”) 
(Mark 16:15), but also to saints (Rom. 1:6–7). Aliens were subject to the doctrine
(teaching) (Acts 5:28), but so were saints (Acts 2:42). The faith was delivered to 
non-Christians (Acts 6:7), and to saints (Jude 3). The Word was addressed to 
sinners (Acts 13:5-7) and to saints (2 Tim. 4:2). The law of Christ was addressed 
to sinners (Isa. 2:3), but saints were under it (1 Cor. 9:21; Jam. 1:25). The Truth 
is for both sinners (John 8:32) and saints (Gal. 2:5). The new Covenant went 
into effect for all men (including alien sinners) when Christ died (Heb. 9:15–
18) and Bales/Billingsly concede that saints are accountable to it. The foregoing 
passages conclusively demonstrate that all men (including alien sinners)
are addressed by and are therefore accountable to the Law of Christ as a whole.

Conclusion

The consequences and implications of the Bales/Billingsly position are many 
and dire. If aliens are not amenable to the Law of Christ, then it follows that:
1. Christ has two limited laws (one for aliens and another for saints), instead of 
one universal body of law.
2. Aliens are not amenable to the Gospel, since the Law of Christ is the same as 
the Gospel.
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3. We should not encourage aliens to obey the Law of Christ.
4. Only saints should be baptized (baptism is part of the Law/Covenant of Christ 
and only saints are under it, a la Bales/Billingsly).
5. Christ does not possess universal sovereignty.
6. Christ will not judge all men who have lived since his Word went into effect by
that Word, his Gospel.
7. A system of unrevealed, innate law (“law in the heart”/”Great Moral Law”), 
separate and distinct from the Gospel, has to be invented as the only law of God 
addressed to aliens and by which Christ will judge them. These are but a few of 
the serious consequences that inhere in this false doctrinal system. I have not 
discovered anyone who argues that alien sinners are not accountable to the Law 
of Christ who does not have some subjective reason for doing so. Subjectivism is 
a terribly unstable basis for adopting and advocating any religious principle. The
arguments and principles in the foregoing material are both Scripturally and 
logically sound; that is, they are based on the objective Word of God. This being 
the case, the fundamental doctrine of the Bales/Billingsly system of theology is 
proved false and the truth stands that all men (alien sinners and saints) are 
amenable to the Law of Christ.

Endnotes
1. The Warren-Fuqua Debate, Thomas B. Warren and E.C. Fuqua (Jonesboro, 
AR: National Christian Press, 1952). I highly recommend this book for further 
study of this issue.
2. For an excellent summary and refutation of the Bales doctrine in his own 
words see Studies in 1 Corinthians, ed. Dub McClish (Denton, TX: Valid Pub., 
Inc., 1982), pp. 415-30.
3. I also highly recommend the following materials refuting the Bales doctrine: 
The Bales-Moffitt Debate—A Review of Bales' Position on Divorce and 
Remarriage, and Bales' Position Explained and Denied, Jerry Moffitt (San 
Antonio, TX: Thrust, 1982).
4. The McClish-Billingsly Debate, Dub McClish and Dan Billingsly (Denton, TX: 
Valid Pub., Inc., 1986). 

[Note: I wrote this MS for and I presented a digest of it orally at the First 
Annual Shenandoah Lectures, hosted by the Shenandoah Church of Christ, San 
Antonio, TX, February 14–17, 1987. It was published in the book of the lectures, 
The Current Digression, ed. Jerry Moffitt (San Antonio, TX: Shenandoah 
Church of Christ, 1986).
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THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST

John P. Mabrey
Hilham, Tennessee

 “So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven,
and sat on the right hand of God.” (Mark 16:19)  

Matthew 22:42 asks the question “What think ye of Christ?”  What we think of 
Him influences our thinking on every Bible subject.  You see, not all people 
believe that He is the divine Son of God. The ascension is one of the cardinal 
doctrines about Him.  “And without controversy great is the mystery of 
godliness:  God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, 
preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.” (I 
Tim 3:16)  This follows the thesis of First Timothy 3:15—“But if I tarry long that 
thou may know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which 
is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.”  Is Jesus 
real?  Is He alive?  Timothy’s faith in Christ would profoundly affect his conduct.
We preach the death, burial, and resurrection of our Lord and Savior—as rightly 
we should.  (I Cor. 15:1-4) In fact, that is how Paul defines the gospel.   

Paul said he had determined to know nothing among men, save Christ and Him 
crucified.  But is that the only thing of Christ that we should consider in the 
gospel?  We emphasize the  necessity of his death; the shedding of his blood that 
we might be washed clean of sin.  “For this is my blood which is shed for many 
for the remission of sins.” (Matt. 26:28) Much is said about the cruel process of 
crucifixion to which the Jews subjected Him.   We preach his burial that we see 
the “fleshly” side of his existence on this mortal plain.  We preach his glorious 
resurrection that gives us hope also of being resurrected from a fleshly existence 
to a spiritual.   “Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, how say 
some among you that there is no resurrection?” (I Cor. 15:12)  “Behold, I shew 
you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall be changed, In a moment, in
the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump:  for the trumpet shall sound, and the 
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  For this 
corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on 
immortality.” (I Cor. 15:51-53)   We need to preach, teach, and learn all of these 
things; But sometimes we neglect  the most glorious event in the story of Jesus 
that exists within the Scripture—HIS ASCENSION INTO HEAVEN.
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There are two major aspects of the ascension that will be the focal point of the 
lesson contained herein:  1)The assurance of the ascension, and 2)  The 
assurance because of the ascension.

First, consider the assurance of the ascension.  Look at Luke's account in Luke 
24:50-53 –  “And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his 
hands, and blessed them.  And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was 
parted from them, and carried up into heaven.  And they worshipped him, and 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy:  And were continually in the temple, 
praising and blessing God.  Amen.”  Jesus ascended from Bethany on the eastern
side of the Mt. of Olives. (that would be about 2 miles east of Jerusalem.)  Near 
Bethany is where Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead.  It was from Bethany that 
Jesus made his triumphant entry into Jerusalem as recorded in Mark 11:1-11.  
Did you know that He made his triumphant entry into heaven from the same 
place?  Did you notice the last act of Jesus from our reading in Luke?:  “He 
blessed them…” according to Luke 24:51  “…while he blessed them, he was 
parted from them, and carried up into heaven.”  He was carried up into heaven. 
Let us look at the account in Acts.  In Acts 2:1 we read: “Until the day in which 
he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given 
commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen.”  Then in verses  9-11 it 
says, “And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken 
up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.  And while they looked 
stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in 
white apparel; Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into
heaven?  This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so 
come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.”  There are three 
different Greek words used to describe the ascension.  

Verse 9 says he was “taken up.  Verse 9 also simply says “he went.”  Then in 
verse 11 we are told that he was “received up.” What about the effects such an 
event had on the apostles?Acts 1:11 indicates that it overwhelmed them.  “…why 
stand ye gazing into heaven…”  In Luke's account we can see that it not only 
filled them with joy, but also filled them with zeal.  (Luke 24:52-53) “And they 
worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy:  And were 
continually in the temple, praising and blessing God.”  Now for the big question 
of the day:  Will we accept or reject the witness of Luke?  Whichever we do will 
have a similar effect on our lives.  If we reject the ascension, we reject the idea 

The Keys Of The Kingdom 17



that Jesus is on the right hand of God, and therefore reject his deity—making 
Christ of none effect to us as our Lord and Savior.   If we accept the truth of His 
ascension then we recognize Jesus as the Son of God, and see Him in our lives as
the King to which God has given all authority; even the authority to judge us in 
the last day.  Not only do the scriptures assure us of the ascension of Jesus to the
right hand of GOD, but it gives us certain assurances BECAUSE OF the 
ascension.

Paul put certain emphasis on the ascension in his letter to the Ephesians.   The 
authority of Christ is based on the ascension in accordance with Ephesians 1:18-
23.  

No authority surpasses that of Christ.  “Far above ALL principality, and power, 
and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only of this 
world, but also in that which is to come.”  (Eph. 1:21)   Christ's authority  is 
exercised as being the head of the church. (Eph. 1:22) “…and gave him to be 
head over all things to the church.”  The victory of Christ not only rests in his 
resurrection, but is punctuated by his ascension.  (Eph. 4:8-12)  Jesus captured 
sin and death.  He has control over the greatest forces of human experience.  In 
the ascension, we see the power of Christ.   “Therefore being by the right hand 
of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy 
Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear.”(Acts 2:33)  Also 
included in the sermon that Peter preached on the day of Pentecost, we read 
this:  “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made 
that same Jesus, whom ye crucified, both Lord and Christ.” (Acts 2:36)  Let us 
look at the emphasis the Hebrews writer placed on the ascension.  (You may find
it noteworthy that there is more in the book of Hebrews about the ascension of 
Christ than any other book in the Bible.)  The book of Hebrews starts out with 
the very idea that Christ was exalted to an honored position.  (Heb. 1:1-3) “God 
who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers 
by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he 
hath appointed heir of all things, by whom he made the worlds; Who being the 
brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all 
things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat 
down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;”  

The resurrection and ascension of Jesus provides us with the very basis for our 
hope. (Heb. 6:16-20)  We have access to God through our High Priest (Christ) 
because of his ascension. (Heb. 8:1)  “Now of the things which we have spoken 
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this is the sum:  We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the
throne of the Majesty in the heavens;”  He is gone to appear for us! (Heb. 9:24) 
“For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands which are the 
figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God 
for us.”  He is and always will be our example for Christian living. ( Heb. 12:1-3) 
“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset 
us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto 
Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before 
him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand 
of the throne of God.”  

Jesus has ascended—let us acknowledge his Lordship. (Phil. 2:11) “And that 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.”  We have assurances this day of immortality.  Jesus died and arose from
the tomb.   And when He arose He ASCENDED into heaven.  His ascension 
becomes a type of our ascension. (I Thess. 4:13-18)   Yes, his ascension is to be a 
comfort to those who have obeyed the gospel of Christ.   But, His ascension 
should strike fear into those who have never obeyed, or those who have obeyed 
and fallen back into the ways of the world.  Please consider His ascension and 
act accordingly.  Your ascension to glory depends on it. 

*All scripture references are from the KJV unless otherwise noted.
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Character Studies From The Crucifixion

Jerry C. Brewer

Elk City, Okla.

The gamut of human weakness and strength may be found in the characters who
were present at, and/or involved in, the crucifixion of our Lord. A study of their
traits can be profitable and aid in our introspection as we consider our devotion
—or lack thereof—to the Lord. Some of them were faithful to Him, while others
denied Him, forsook Him, were calloused toward him, or simply indifferent to
His ordeal. Consider these:

The Traitor
The name of Judas Iscariot has become a synonym for “traitor.” As an apostle—
the closest of Jesus’ associates—Judas had spent three years with Him, hearing
His  teaching,  witnessing  His  miracles,  observing  His  intolerance  of  religious
error,  and His  love for  all  with whom He came into  contact.  But  Judas was
covetous, and a thief (John 12:3-5), and allowed his love of money to betray the
Lord.  For 30 pieces of  silver,  Judas led the mob to Jesus in the garden and
betrayed Him (Matt. 26:14-15; Luke 22:47-48)

How many Christians today betray the Lord for love of money? Such persons
follow Christ, as Judas did, but are secretly wedded to mammon and the things
of this world. They  will fellowship error in the church if it means money in their
pockets. They will betray the Lord for a dollar, as Dave Miller’s apologists who
fear the loss of funds for their preaching schools. Yes, the church has today has
traitors like Judas, who betray the Lord for money.

The Cowardly
When Judas betrayed the Lord in the Garden of Gethsemane, His apostles fled
for their lives.  “And they all forsook him and fled. And there followed him a
ceratin young man having a linen cloth cast about his naked body; and the
young men laid hold on him: and he left the linen cloth, and fled from them
naked” (Mark 14:50-52).
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Boldly  proclaiming  their  love  for  Jesus,  cowards  today  forsake  Him  when
confronted   with  a  crisis.  I  once  knew  an  elder  who  resigned,  rather  than
withdraw fellowship from a reprobate. That man was not fit to be an elder. He
forsook the Lord when trouble arose. Yes, there are many cowards among us
who choose flight instead of fighting the good fight of faith. And like the physical
nakedness of the young man, flight from the Lord leaves one spiritually naked.

The False Accusers
The  instigators  of  the  crucifixion  were  not  irreligious  reprobates,  but  the
religious establishment of  the land. Their  hatred of  Jesus and everything He
taught stemmed from their covetous positions of power. They feared their loss of
power and wanted Jesus dead. Fear of losing their prestige and position blinded
them to the truth.  They admitted that Jesus worked miracles,  but adamantly
refused to accept His claims (John 11:47-48).

The  Sanhedrin  paralleled  today’s  denominational  world.  The  “reverends,”
“pastors,” “fathers,” and “rabbis” of the religious world have exalted positions in
the  eyes  of  their  followers.  Recent  revelations  of  Catholic  priests  sexually
abusing children decades  ago illustrate  their  power and arrogance over  their
followers. So-called “Protestant Pastors” revel in their positions of power and the
money those positions bring them, and they,  too,  have been known to abuse
young  children  as  the  Catholics  did.  Other  than  Islam,  the  denominational
industry is the wickedest system under the sun.

Like the Sanhedrin, denominational preachers may acknowledge the truth, but
deny and pervert it. Baptist preachers read,  “He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved” (Mark 16:16), then deny that baptism has anything to do with
salvation.  Methodist preachers  can  read,  “...buried  with  him  in  baptism,
wherein ye are also risen with him through the faith of the operation of God,
who hath raised him from the dead” (Col. 2:12), then sprinkle water on a person
and call it “baptism.” Mormons give away copies
of the Bible, then deny that the faith was, “once delivered unto the saints” (Jude
3), by calling Joseph Smith’s book, “Another Testament of Jesus Christ.”
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If denominational preachers were as concerned with the truth as they are with
their positions of power and prestige, they would preach it as it is revealed. But if
they did that, the worldly power and money they gain by deceiving people would
be gone. And they fear that as much as the Sanhedrin feared their loss of power
because of Jesus.

Jesus’ accusers sought false witnesses against Him, but could find none (Matt.
26:59-60).  Then,  at  the  last,  they  brought  two  witnesses  who twisted  Jesus’
words into a lie. At the cleansing of the temple, Jesus was accosted by the Jews
and asked for a sign of His authority to do what He did (John 2:18). His answer
was, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up” (v. 19). Blinded to
His claims and authority, they said the temple took 46 years to build and asked,
“...wilt thou rear it up in three days” (v. 20). But Jesus spoke of his resurrection
and “temple of his body” (v. 21). It was this statement that was twisted and used
against him to the advantage of the Sanhedrin.

Likewise, denominational preachers twist and pervert the word of God to their
advantage. They refer to denominations as “branches” of the church, twisting
John 15:1-6 as their “proof.” Jesus’ meaning is clear in that passage. He had no
reference to denominations but to individuals—“If a man (not a denomination)
abide in me.” 

As did the Sanhedrin, denominational preachers falsely accuse gospel preachers
of being “unloving” and “judgmental” when we preach the truth. They lie and
call  us “Campbellites”  when not  a  single  faithful  Christian  ever  claimed that
name, and accuse of being “cultists.”

Without  authority  to  carry  out  the  death  penalty,  the  Sanhedrin  assessed  it
against Jesus and then took him to Pilate. They knew their charge of blasphemy
was not punishable by death under Roman law, so they lied again and changed
the charge against Jesus to sedition. Again, they lied about the charge against
Him. Answering a question from the Jews about paying tribute to Caesar, He
had replied, “Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s; and
unto God the things that are God’s” (Matt. 22:21).  Ignoring His words,  their
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charge  to  Pilate  was  that,  “We found this  fellow perverting the  nation,  and
forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying himself that he is Christ a king”
(Luke 23:2). Then these Jews, who had nothing but absolute hatred for Rome,
told Pilate, “If thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar’s friend” (John 19:12),
and, “We have no king but Caesar” (v. 15).

Yes, the Sanhedrin is alive and well today. It still falsely accuses, perverts God’s
word, lies, and deceives, in the guise of denominational “Christianity.”

The Compromising Politician
Pontius Pilate has gone down in history as an example of moral cowardice—a
politician who would rather compromise for his personal gain that to do what is
right. The Sanhedrin accused Jesus of sedition, “saying,  We found this fellow
perverting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying that he
himself is Christ a king” (Luke 23:2). When Pilate asked Him, “Art thou a king,”
Jesus answered, “Thou sayest it” (Luke 23:3), which was an affirmative answer.
All four of the gospel accounts have this same question and answer. However,
John’s account gives a fuller explanation. In that account, Jesus explained the
difference between His kingdom and those of the men.  “My kingdom is not of
this world: if my kingdom were of this world, my servants would fight, that I
should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence”
(John 18:36).

After that exchange, Pilate went out and told Jesus’ accusers, “I find no fault in
him at  all”  (John 18:38).  But  Pilate  was  concerned  with  his  position  in  the
Roman government. The Emperor did not take kindly to an underling who could
not keep the peace, and Pilate feared an uproar if he refused to have Jesus killed.
However, on the other hand, he could find no legal justification for executing the
Lord. That’s when he offered a compromise.

At the Passover, it was customary for the Romans to free any prisoner the Jews
desired, so Pilate offered them a choice. Should he release Jesus, or Barabbas?
(Matt. 27:15-18). They, of course, chose Barabbas and demanded that Jesus be
crucified. Probably knowing their answer, Pilate asked, “What then shall I do
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with Jesus which is called Christ”? (Matt. 27:22). They repeated their demand
for Christ’s death. Once more, Pilate feebly protested,
“Why, what evil hath he done”? (Matt. 27:23). Matthew records that this answer
brought a tumult, and that Pilate, seeing that reason would not prevail, “...took
water, and washed his hands before the multitude saying, I am innocent of the
blood of this just person: see ye to it” (Matt. 27:24). Rather than do what was
right and risk fierce opposition, Pilate ordered Jesus to be put to death.

There are Pilates among us today who, knowing the right course to take, would
rather  appease their  crowd of  friends and compromise  the truth for political
gain. Among those are men like the late Curtis Cates, who, knowing God’s word,
thought more of the Memphis School of Preaching than he did the truth. He
adamantly refused to mark the false teacher, Dave Miller, (Rom. 16:17-18), for
his error on elder reevaluation/reaffirmation. Instead, he crucified Dub McClish
to  prevent  a  “tumult”  among  Miller’s  apologists  who  supported  his  school,
insisting that Miller had repented of his error, when not a line of repentance has
issued from either Miller’s mouth or his pen. Then he “washed his hands” and
told anyone who asked him about it to, “Contact Dave Miller.”

Other  Pilates  are  legion  in  the  church—members  who want  a  watered-down
gospel in order not to offend their friends.  One church in western Oklahoma
fired its  preacher for  calling denominational  names.  A family  in  that  church
operated a grocery store and would rather have had the gospel compromised
than to lose business. The list could go on and on, but these examples will suffice
to demonstrate that the spirit of Pilate thrives in the church today.

A Concerned Observer
We have no idea what the character of Pilate’s wife was, but we do know that she
tried to dissuade her husband from crucifying Jesus. “When he was set down on
the judgment seat, his wife sent unto him, saying, Have thou nothing to do with
that just man; for I have suffered many things this day in a dream because of
him” (Matt. 27:19). We are told neither the dream, nor its source, but we know
that she called Jesus a “just man.” She was concerned that justice be done, but
Pilate did not heed her entreaty.
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There are concerned people in the church today whose entreaties go unheeded
by  those  determined  to  follow  their  own  ways.  I  remember  the  warnings
sounded in the 1960s and 70s by Foy E. Wallace, Jr., about the tide of liberalism
that was about to engulf the church—powered in great part by the so-called “new
versions” of the Bible. Brother Wallace’s voice was a clarion call to battle against
the enemies of Christ, but most people let his warnings fall on deaf ears.

There  are  also  men in  our  day  who  continue  to,  “cry  aloud  and spare  not.”
Prominent among those are men like David P. Brown, editor of Contending For
The Faith, Michael Hatcher, editor of  The Defender, and a host of others who
still  sound the warning trumpet against  compromise  and apostasy.  Yet,  their
voices go unheeded by vast numbers of Christians, who dismiss them as “cranks”
and “negative preachers” and, “vile” and “liars.” Yes, the pleas of those in the
mold of Pilate’s wife still fall on multitudes of deaf ears.

A Man Whom Christ Saved
Pilate  tried to compromise  and gave the  Jews a  choice of  releasing Jesus or
Barabbas. “Whether of the twain will ye that I release unto you?” (Matt. 27:21).
“And they cried out all at once, saying, Away with this man, and release unto
us Barabbas: (who for a certain sedition made in the city, and for murder, was
cast  into  prison.)  ...And  he  released  unto  them  him  that  for  sedition  and
murder was cast into prison, whom they desired; but he delivered Jesus to
their will” (Luke 23: 18-19, 25). It is ironic that the man whom Pilate released
was  a  convicted  seditionist—the  false  charge  the  Jews  levelled  against  the
innocent Jesus.

Barabbas’  life  was  distinguished  by  sin.  Matthew 27:16  calls  him a  “notable
prisoner” and Mark records that he had made insurrection against Rome and
committed murder (Mark 15:7). John records that he was a robber John 18:40).
You’ll not find a man more worthy of death than the felon Barabbas. He was
imprisoned and marked for execution for his crimes, but he was also eternally
lost because of his sinful life (Rom. 6:23). This lost man stood only a few feet
from Christ. He was so near the Lord, yet he was still lost, like so many today
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who know what the Bible teaches concerning salvation in Christ, but who never
come to Him in  obedience.  The name ”Barabbas”  is  a  compound word.  The
prefix  “Bar”  means  “son  of”  and  the  word  ”abba”  is  the  Aramaic  word  for
“father.” His name, then, is a generic term and literally means “Son of Father.”
As Jesus died in the place of this man, so He died for all who are the sons of
fathers.

Barabbas was a man unloved by mankind. He was a violent criminal and an
outcast, a rebel and troublemaker who was under the sentence of death. Even
the world has little affection for its own. The world is selfish and quickly drops a
man whose value to them is gone. Millions of people today are in the shoes of
Barabbas—unloved and unappreciated by the world,  but loved by God. Jesus
said,  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life”
(John 3:16). Yes, God loved Barabbas as He loves all mankind. “Herein is love,
not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  he  loved  us,  and  sent  his  Son  to  be  the
propitiation for our sins” (1 John 4:10). When Jesus died that day in the place of
Barabbas,  He  died  for  all  of  us  whom  Barabbas  represented,  and  though
Barabbas was unloved by others, God loved him, as He loves all of us.

Of all the people in Jerusalem on that day, Barabbas had the best opportunity to
understand Christ’s atoning sacrifice. When Barabbas was released, he was not
only saved from physical death, but he represented all who are released from the
guilt and consequences of sin when they believe in the Lord (John 8:24), repent
of their sins (Luke 13:3) and are baptized into Him (Acts 2:38). Barabbas could
have accompanied John and the women to the cross,  but the door of history
slams shut without further mention of this poor wretch’s name. Pilate nods, the
guards unlock Barabbas’ chains, they clang to the pavement and he dashes into
the milling crowd. The condemned is free, Christ is beaten, and the rough cross
is thrust upon Him. Friends, you are Barabbas. What will you do? Flee with your
guilt, or obey Him who died in your place? Only you can decide.
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The Wine Jesus Made:

Omari French
Oakland, California

It has been commonly asserted that Jesus made water into alcoholic wine and 
that supports the habit of social drinking for many in the world and in the 
church John 2:1-12. The problem is that nothing could be further from the truth.
In 1 Timothy 1:7, the bible says that just a desire of the law is sufficient because 
there is a need to understand what one teaches and what one affirms.  If Jesus 
knew no sin, 1 Peter 2:22, then nothing that he did could violate the law of God. 
1 John 3:4. If the bible condemned giving alcoholic content to your neighbor, 
then surely we should not have an instance of Jesus facilitating social drinking. 
Habakkuk 2:15. 

 A closer look into the passage provides how Jesus did not violate the will of God 
by engaging in imbibing alcoholic content.  The key phrase to understanding this
passage is found within verses 9,10.

Also, it is commonly assumed that Jesus made alcoholic wine because of what 
the ruler of the feast said, “thou hast kept the good wine until now.” “And when 
the ruler of the feast tasted the water that now became wine, and knew not 
whence it was (but the servants that had drawn the water knew), the ruler of the 
feast calleth the bridegroom, and saith unto him, Every man setteth on first the 
good wine and when men have drunk freely, then that which is worse: thou hast 
kept the good wine until now.” Jn. 2.9,10

The order of wine set out during the marriage feast is explained to us in vs. 10. If 
the Israelites were accustomed to setting out the best alcoholic wine at first and 
then the poorest alcoholic wine at last, one faces a terrible conclusion. Based on 
the key phrase “drunk freely” this would mean that all men at the feast would 
have already been drunk when the poor wine was set out.
 
So, if Jesus thus, made an alcoholic beverage stronger in intoxication this would 
mean that Jesus, the Son of God, contributed to their riotous, wasteful, evil 
reveling. “Woe unto him that giveth his neighbor drink, to thee that addest thy 
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venom, and makest him drunken also ...” Hab. 2.15. This violates the passages 
about Jesus’ holiness such as Hebrews 4:15 which describes Jesus as  “ ...yet 
without sin.” 

An etymology regarding the terminology is further revealing.  The Greek word 
used to describe the “good” wine which Jesus made is kalos which is defined as 
that which is “intrinsically good or morally beautiful” Vines Expository Dict. 
“Good.”  Therefore, Christ did not make alcoholic wine, but pure grape juice of 
which all could tell the difference in taste. He did not contribute to sin, 
but contributed to righteousness.

The Lord’s Supper

1. In all four accounts of the Gospel, when instituting the Lord’s Supper 
the phrase “fruit of the vine” is used. The Gk. word for “wine” - oinos, is not 
used for this phrase, but gennema which means “that which is produced in a 
natural state, just as it is gathered.” Wine in the Bible, Abridged. Samuel 
Bacchiocchi, 

Further, Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper while partaking of the Passover feast.
One of the requirements during the Passover was there could be no leaven “in all
the house.” Ex. 12.19. Leaven in Scripture is described as that which is evil.  
Recall that Jesus said the “...Leaven of the Pharisees...” Matt. 16.6 and Paul said  
“...Little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? Purge out the old leaven ...” 1 Cor. 
5.6,7.

Finally, after instituting the Lord’s Supper Jesus said, “I shall not drink 
hence forth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new with you in
my Father’s Kingdom.” Did Jesus mean that there was something in His 
Father’s Kingdom which was alcoholic in nature? Certainly not, but was 
referring to pure “fruit of the vine.”   

In sum, we reach three conclusions 1) God never allowed alcoholic beverages to 
be consumed; 2)  God ultimately condemned alcoholic wine throughout the 
whole Bible; and 3) Neither the institution of the Lord’s supper nor the miracle 
at Cana enables alcoholic consumption. 

*All scripture references are taken from the KJV unless otherwise noted.
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