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Our Writing Staff

Jim Miller

Jim Miller: Preacher at the Gray, church of Christ semi -retired, publisher, writer, editor.
A member of the Lords church since 1985. Preached in NC, TN, Ky, and Maine. Two 
years Co-hosting Bible Talk Radio. Owner of Keys Of The Kingdom magazine and 
website. 

Jeff Dye

I was born and raised in northeast Tennessee and brought up in Missionary and Freewill 
Baptist churches most of my life.  In in the baptist denomination until a good friend and 
elder in the church of Christ desired to study with me concerning my faith. It was 
through this study I learned the full truth of the gospel of Christ and was baptized for the
remission of my past sins on a Tuesday evening in January of 2001. My wife and I 
currently worship with the saints in Penrod, KY at the Mount Moriah congregation, 
where I also teach the adult bible class and do some preaching.

John Maybrey

John P. Mabrey: Preacher at the Hilham Church of Christ, Hilham, TN since July 2007.  
Has been a guest of the Gospel Broadcasting Network (GBN) "Bible Round Table."  
Attended Freed Hardeman University for two years.

Dub McClish

H. W. (Dub) McClish: Preached first sermon in June 1954 at Boise, Idaho, at age 16. 
After 35 years of work as local preacher in 5 states (the last 12 years of which were with 
the Pearl St. Congregation, Denton, TX), began work under oversight of Pearl Street 
elders in 1992, devoting time to combined works of Gospel meetings, mission trips, and 
lectureships and to writing and editing sound Biblical materials. 

Jerry Brewer

 Jerry Brewer was born in Childress, Texas in 1941 and was baptized into Christ by O. M. 
Curry in 1954. He attended the Elk City, Okla. School of Preaching, directed by W. R. 
Craig, in 1969-70 and has done local work in Oklahoma and Texas. He has made three 
trips to Kenya to preach and teach in the Kalamindi School of Preaching. He currently 
preaches for the Northeast church of Christ in Elk City, Okla., where he has been for 19 
years. He has authored a commentary on Galatians, and formerly published "The Gospel 
Preceptor," a monthly paper. He is married to the former Sherlene Holley of Carter, 
Okla. They have six children, and 17 grandchildren. 

If you would like to be a guest writer for TKOK you may contact me at 
jfmiller61@gmail.com. 

To announce up coming events like Gospel Meetings, Lectures, Singing events 
etc… Just use the email link above to contact me. Please feel free to tell others 
and have them sign up for their copy today. Use this link to join the mailing list. 
http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom/?page_id=1316 . 

 May God Bless You.      Jim and the Staff
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Editor's Notes

By Jim Miller
Gray, Maine

Welcome to our fourth year of being back in publication. We here at the Key's 
pray you are learning from our teachings of the scriptures. The men that make 
up the staff are dedicated to teaching the truth of God's word and I am grateful 
for each of them. Please take a moment to thank them and encourage they to 
keep up the fine work they are doing in their efforts to further God's kingdom. 
We hope you will continue to study along with us and pass this magazine along 
to those you think will be helped by our efforts. We allow you to print out copy's 
of the Key's as long as no changes are made. I am seeking an affordable way to 
have this publication put into hard copy. As it is now the Key's is a free 
publication I would have to charge folks if I publish this in a paper back format 
to cover the cost. So as I struggle with this problem please be sure to pass this 
PDF on to others till such time as I can discover a way to make it available in 
Paper back form for those who want it.

May God bless you all
Jim and Staff. 

The Dangers Of Liberal Progressivism Pt.2

Jim Miller
Gray, Maine

Liberal/Progressivism takes many forms but ultimately ends up in the anything 
goes category of Universalism. L/P slips in slow and in small increments it is like
a cancer that destroys all it touches. Today just as in the past we can contribute 
this error to a lack of knowledge Hosea, denounced Israel’s ignorance and its 
consequence: “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast
rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: 
seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I also will forget thy children” 
(4:6). Ignorance of God’s law was their downfall, and it causes the same 
consequence today for the church. Those today who seek to justify L/P rely on 
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the fact that most people do not study for themselves and are easy to lead like 
sheep to the slaughter. L/P is diametrically opposed to Christianity. We are told, 
all we need to have is a"conception" of God we should not seek to know God, but 
should merely feel His presence. If religion/Christianity consists merely in 
feeling the presence of God, it is devoid of any moral quality whatever. Pure 
feeling, if there is such a thing, is non-moral.

This can be seen even in the first century, Paul taught of God's magnificence and
one of his most emphatic censures concerns the dissemination of doctrinal error.
As an example, he castigates Hymenaeus and Philetus, and their belief that the 
resurrection was already past (2 Tim. 2:15-18). This evil heresy is still alive today
and the men that follow L/P doctrine are as I type leading others directly to hell. 
Paul clearly indicate that Hymenaeus and Philetus continued not among those 
whom the Lord knew as his and labeled their doctrine, "unrighteousness" (2 
Tim. 2:19); it was opposed to the righteousness of God, that contained in the 
gospel. The L/P will give the argument that Paul did not say of Hymenaeus and 
Philetus, "These are brethren whom we love and who are saved in Christ, and 
since there is no condemnation in Christ, their error need not be condemned or 
stand in the way of fellowship." This is how the L/P twists the scripture to their 
own destruction and yours if you follow it.

The apostle John wrote unto Gaius, and condemned Diotrephes for his "love for 
preeminence." Then he told Gauis what he would do to him when he arrived. 
Diotrephes Loved To Have Preeminence (3 Jn. 9). He wanted to be first, to be 
chief of all, The L/P is the same way but we know Christ is the only one who is to
have "all the preeminence" (Col. 1: 18). No one should be seeking to obtain 
preeminence in the local church or in the brotherhood. Just and in John's day 
we see this far too often today. From these two examples we can see that L/P is 
not a new concept. Satan has used vain emotionalism since the garden and 
effectively too I might say.

The L/P's are also very subtle and they can manipulate brethren in many ways. 
Some will always have a "partner" who will chime in every time so they look like 
they have more prestige for their view. These are what we call attack dogs the 
false accusers the one's who will yell the loudest and cause the most commotion 
in order to keep others confused. Bill Reeves once wrote “The warfare between 
truth and error is between Christ and Satan (Rev. 17:14). Involved is the 
"wisdom that is from above" and the wisdom that "is earthly, sensual, devilish" 
(Jas. 3:15). False teachers and false brethren (2 Pet. 2:1; 2 Cor. 11:26) employ the
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carnal tactics of human wisdom in their opposition to those who insist upon 
submission to Divine wisdom. Paul says (2 Cor. 2:11) that Satan seeks to gain 
advantage over us; to this end he uses "devices." We should not be ignorant of 
these devices, or schemes.” The L/P has become a master of Satan's devices. The 
L/P movement is highly adept at bringing the world into the church when the 
true Christian knows the church is to take the Gospel to the world. 

The L/P doctrine will argue for pluralism and variety not uniformity in 
"doctrine." They claim that it is "legalistic" to require doctrinal unity. In other 
words, the very arguments which are used to destroy a uniform "doctrine" can 
be equally used to destroy a uniform gospel. The L/P will tell you the New 
Testament manifests a variety of patterns in regard to the church. Liberals say 
that early New Testament preaching exhibits a plurality of theologies not a 
uniform Gospel! For the L/P movement today there is no such thing as an 
absolute in scripture all is open to one's own interpretation.  

There always has been the controversy of who causes the division the L/P the 
one who call themselves the innovators or the Christians who oppose the  
innovations. The answer can be found in prophet Elijah, he settled that question 
many centuries ago. The wicked King Ahab said to Elijah, "Is it thou, thou 
troubler of Israel? And he (Elijah) answered, I have not troubled Israel; but 
thou, and thy fathers house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments of 
Jehovah, and thou hast followed the Baalim" (1 Kings 18: 17, 18). It is the 
innovator the L/P who drives the wedge that splits the log. Those who have 
contended for a "Thus saith the Lord" have forever been called legalists by the 
L/P's.

One of the most popular propaganda tactics is the effort to make people think 
the faithful churches demanding book, chapter and verse are dying out. This is  
the reason the L/P movement came up with their own hermeneutic or what is 
now known as the new hermeneutics. L/P's promote this theory that the old way 
of interpreting God’s word must be abandoned for a new and improved method 
of Bible interpretation. Hermeneutics is a big word but it simply means 
“interpretation.” Hermeneutics is the process of interpreting the Scriptures. 
According to the L/P, the old way of interpreting God’s word should be 
abandoned and a new and improved method of Bible interpretation is now 
needed. The “old way” or the “old hermeneutic” that advocates using direct 
statements, examples and necessary implications to establish Bible authority 
according to the L/P is old, man-made tradition dating back to the days of 
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Alexander Campbell. The L/P advocates also want to abandon any method of 
Bible interpretation that seek to find a pattern of truth in the New Testament. 
The L/P seeks to do away with any pattern of truth for the church. In short, the 
L/P advocates that we are to abandon any rational, “systematized” method of 
Bible study. L/P seeks for “existential” (emotional) experience with Jesus and 
the Holy Spirit. 

Till next we meet.
God Bless

E-Sword

e-Sword is a fast and effective way to study the Bible. e-Sword is feature rich and
user friendly with more capabilities than you would expect in a free Bible app. 
The fact that e-Sword is free is just one of the blessings and does not speak of the
quality of the app. Below you'll find a list of features that you will discover helps 
make Bible study both enjoyable and enriching. 

Get it here
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Pray And Ask Jesus Into My Heart?

Jeff Dye
Lewisburg, KY

Being in and around denominational churches for the better part of the first 
fourty years or my life, that was all I ever heard concerning the salvation of ones 
soul. It wasn't until I began a Bible study with the 'best man' of my wedding, who
happened to be an elder at the local church of Christ. What I found out about 
what many know as the “Sinner's Prayer” is that it is no where to be found in the 
teachings of Jesus Christ or His apostles. This article however is about what 
Jesus and His apostles have said.

In Luke 24:46-47, Jesus prophesied that repentance and remission of sins would
first be preached in Jerusalem. That prophesy came to pass 50 days after 
Pentecost when the apostle Peter preach the very first gospel sermon. We have 
the record of that and it is found in the Acts of the Apostles, chapter 2...

Acts 2:22-41
22 Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of 
God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in 
the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know:

23 Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God,
ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain:

24 Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was 
not possible that he should be holden of it.

25 For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before my 
face, for he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved:

26 Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover also my
flesh shall rest in hope:

27 Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine 
Holy One to see corruption.

28 Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; thou shalt make me full of joy
with thy countenance.
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29 Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that 
he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day.

30 Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath 
to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up 
Christ to sit on his throne;

31 He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was 
not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption.

32 This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses.

33 Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the
Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see
and hear.

34 For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The Lord 
said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand,

35 Until I make thy foes thy footstool.

36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made the 
same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.

37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto 
Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?

38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Ghost.

39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar 
off, even as many as the LORD our God shall call.

40 And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save 
yourselves from this untoward generation.

41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day 
there were added unto them about three thousand souls.

Notice in the above passage from the inspired record what Peter preached to 
them. He preached Jesus and Him crucified, Peter preached Jesus resurrected, 
and Peter preached Jesus as the Son of God. Notice also, that when those Jews 
that heard Peter's words believed what He said and were cut to their hearts and 
ask “What shall we do”? Peter did NOT say just believe in Jesus, pray and ask 
Him to forgive you and come into their hearts like so many preachers and 
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churches preach and teach today. Peter told them exactly what to do and that is 
to believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, that God raised Him from the 
dead, that they were to repent AND be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the forgiveness of their sins, then they would receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

Three thousand Jews that day received and obeyed what Peter preached to them 
and they were forgiven, saved, and added to THE church that Jesus bought with 
His own blood. THIS is the gospel that a BIBLE church preaches!

Any preacher or any church that preaches or teaches a different way of salvation 
than what the Holy Ghost filled apostle Peter preached that day isn't a BIBLE 
church. Their preachers are false preachers of false churches and will be 
condemned.....

Galatians 1:8-9 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other 
gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be 
accursed. As we said before, so say I now again, if  any man preach any other 
gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.

No one can be saved any other way besides what Jesus Christ had His apostles 
preach. We will do it like God said how God said or we will all find ourselves lost 
without God and His Son in the eternal Lake of Hell Fire....END OF STORY! 
May the Lord God of Heaven help us all to continue steadfastly in the apostles 
doctrine with a true and honest heart that we might receive that blessed abode of
the Glory land when this life has ended.

 
(All scriptures are from the King James Version of the written word of God)
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THE AUTHORITY OF ELDERS

Dub McClish
Denton, Texas

Introduction

The problem of authority is always with us. Most of the world does not 
even recognize the existence of God anymore, much less His authority. There 
have been those in the church through the years who have sought to destroy the 
delegated authority God has given to bishops in the local churches, but 
generally, such influences were rather isolated. However, parallel to “anti-
authority,” “anti-establishment” philosophy of the 1960s among many 
worldlings, there has been an even louder cry from within the church against the
authority of elders. The following quotations from one well-known brother are 
indicative of this assault: 

What authority do elders have over their flocks which that flock does 
not willingly give them? None!… Did any of us ever consider where we 
get New Testament authority for elders making decisions?… We are of 
the opinion that questions are safer in the hands of the “church” than in
the hands of any ship…. None of the qualities mentioned in either 
Timothy or Titus have to do with decision-making. 

While some opine that the church is suffering from a growing “authority 
syndrome,” it is my judgment that the more dire threat is a growing “anti-
authority syndrome.” I submit that God places a plurality of 
elders/bishops/pastors over each local church in which men of Scriptural 
qualifications are found. I further submit that these men are charged with 
keeping their respective churches free from doctrinal error and moral pollution 
and with making decisions relative to the expedient exercise of the work of the 
church. Let us consider the Scriptural evidence.

Elders and Elders’ Meetings

Some have hinted, while others have openly affirmed, that there is no Scriptural 
basis for elders even to meet separately from the church in order to make 
decisions affecting the church. The first time elders of a congregation are 
mentioned is in Acts 11:30. Luke writes that the contribution of the church in 
Antioch for the brethren in Judea was sent “to the elders by the hand of 
Barnabas and Saul.” It was sent for any who had need, but sent to the elders. 
Why? I conclude that they were to properly administer it, which required some 
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decision-making. Some like to use the “Jerusalem Conference” (Acts 15;1–29) as 
an example of a decision reached by the “whole church,” but careful reading 
proves otherwise. The church in Antioch sent Paul and Barnabas primarily to the
“apostles and elders” to settle the question of circumcision (Acts 15:2). They first
reported on their work to the whole church (v. 4), but when the legalists raised 
the issue of circumcision, Luke states that the “apostles and elders were 
gathered together to consider of this matter” (vv. 5–6). This was a separate 
meeting from that of verse 4. Paul’s record supports this conclusion (Gal. 2:2, 9).
Later, “the multitude” again listened to Paul and Barnabas as well as to James 
(Acts 15:12–13) and expressed their agreement with the letter that was to be 
circulated to Gentile brethren (v. 22). Luke describes the letter as “ordained of 
the apostles and elders” (16:4). Clearly, there was a separate, private meeting 
involving both elders and apostles in which this matter was decided, rather than 
leaving it to a congregational vote.

As Paul returned from his third preaching trip he stopped at Miletus, where he 
called to him the Ephesian elders (Acts 20:17). Upon reaching Jerusalem, he met
with the elders there (21:18). Obviously, it was not an uncommon practice for 
elders in the early church to meet separately from the church to discuss church 
business.

Words Describing Elders and Their Work

The words chosen by the Holy Spirit to describe elders and their responsibilities 
are words that indicate the authority God has given them. All of the page 
numbers following the quotations below refer to Thayer’s Greek-English 
Lexicon of the New Testament, American Book Co., 1889:

· Episkopos (and kindred forms), translated “bishop,” “overseer,” “oversight” 
(Acts 20:28; Phi. 1:1; 1 Tim 3:1–2; Tit. 1:7; 1 Pet. 5:2): “An overseer, a man 
charged with...seeing that things to be done by others are done rightly, any 
curator, guardian, or superintendent; ...specifically the superintendent, head 
or overseer of any Christian church” (p. 243). Clearly, overseer and 
superintendent are authority-laden terms.

· Oikonomos, translated “steward” (Tit. 1:7): “the manager of a household or 
of household affairs; especially a steward, manager, superintendent...to 
whom the head of the house or proprietor has entrusted the management of 
his affairs, the care of receipts and expenditures,... a bishop (or overseer) is 
called oikonomos theou, of God as the head and master of the Christian 
theocracy” (pp. 440–441). If elders cannot make decisions or set policy, how 
can they be overseers, superintendents, managers, or stewards?
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· Poimaino (and the related noun, poimen), translated “feed,” “pastor” (Acts 
20:28; Eph. 4:11; 1 Pet. 5:2): “to feed, to tend a flock, keep sheep; ...to rule, 
govern: of rulers, ...of the overseers (pastors) of the church, ...to furnish 
pasturage or food; to nourish” (p. 527). When shepherds see one of the flock 
straying towards a precipice, have they no authority to prevent a fatal fall? 
When they see a wolf devouring the lambs, must they call all of the flock 
together before they can decide that he must be stopped and the best way to 
stop him (John 10:12)? Notice the use of poimaino in Rev. 2:26–27: “...to him
will I give authority (exousian) over the nations: and he shall rule 
(poimaino) them with a rod of iron…” (emph. DM). Admittedly, the word 
includes the element of feeding and tending, but also of that of ruling with
authority.

· Proistemi, translated “over,” “rule”: “to set or place before; to set over; to be
over, to superintend, preside over, rule: 1 Tim. 5:17; 1 The. 5:12; 1 Tim. 3:4” 
(p. 539).

· Peithesthe, translated “obey” (Heb. 13:17). The form in this passage is in the
middle voice, meaning: “to listen to, obey, yield to; comply with...Heb. 13:17; 
Jam. 3:3” (p. 497). James 3:3 describes the response of the horse to the 
bridle, clearly a response to authority. Congregations are to obey their elders,
but why so if they have no authority?

· Hegeomi, translated “rule over” (Heb. 13:17): “to lead, to go before; to be a 
leader; to rule, command; to have authority over: a prince, of regal power; a 
governor, viceroy, chief; leading as respects influence, controlling in 
counsel; ...the overseers or leaders of Christian churches” (p. 276). 
Admittedly, this word includes the persuasion of one’s influence, but it is 
also translated “governor” (Mat. 27:2; Acts 7:10). It is a word connoting 
authority.

· Hupeiko, translated “submit to” (Heb. 13:17): “to resist no longer, but to 
give way, yield; to yield to authority and admonition, to submit” (p. 638). 
Thus saints are to do in relation to their elders instead of trying to overthrow 
their authority. Each of the foregoing terms is either laden with authority or 
shows the proper response to the authority that God has given to elders.

Elders and “Church Discipline”

Three key passages of scripture place the responsibility of leadership in 
discipline in the local church upon elders. Paul warns the Ephesian elders: 
“...grievous wolves, ...speaking perverse things, will draw away the disciples 
after them. Wherefore, watch ye…” (Acts 20:29–31). A qualification of every 
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elder requires that he know how to rule his own house so that he may “take care 
of the church” (1 Tim. 3:5). Also, in the setting of the qualifications of elders, 
Paul wrote that elders are to convict the gainsayers (unruly men, vain talkers 
and deceivers who must be silenced) (Tit. 1:9–11). Elders who realize their 
Scriptural mandate will not allow the church to be fed doctrinal poison while 
they timidly refuse to stop its dispensers. Those who would deny the authority of
elders deny them the right to protect the flock from such dangers. If these words 
do not enjoin elders to lead the church in matters of discipline, giving them the 
authority to carry out the duty, what words would? Further, how can such great 
responsibilities be fulfilled without some sober, prayerful, decision-making 
meetings?

In my judgment it is most likely that the ones opposing the authority of elders 
with such zeal are ultimately aiming at their disciplinary leadership. If the 
authority of elders can be so undermined that they are too timid to exercise 
discipline where needed, or, if when they attempt it, the church has been so 
conditioned by false teaching that it will not follow the elders in said discipline, 
then the church is at the mercy of any doctrine or practice that any one might 
wish to establish. A great famine of Scriptural discipline among the churches 
already exists. It is difficult to imagine what sort of worldliness one would have 
to practice or what false doctrine one would have to promote in order to draw 
even the mildest reproof in most churches. I suggest that a major contributing 
factor to this sad condition has been the gradual rising tide of teaching against 
the authority of elders. This has both caused some elders to be uncertain of their 
own God-given authority and some members of the church to reject the 
authority God has given these men.

Practical Considerations

Churches can admittedly function without the leadership of elders, but they are 
almost always handicapped. It is the general, long-standing, and, I believe, 
correct view of the matter, that churches without qualified elders exist in an 
immature state. The ideal projected in the New Testament is to have scripturally 
qualified elders who function as true spiritual leaders in every church (Acts 
14:23; Tit. 1:5). This leadership innately includes decision-making. Those who 
presently are blaspheming this role of elders are very inconsistent when it comes
to practicalities. Some of these men are preachers who were employed to preach 
by elders who met by themselves and made the decision to hire them. The last 
raise in pay such preachers got (and accepted) was a result of a decision of the 
elders. The Gospel meeting invitations they receive are a result of the decisions 
of elders. One very well-known preacher who has spoken out so forcefully 
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against the decision-making role and the authority of elders in general, 
nonetheless urges elders to make the decision to subscribe to the paper he 
edits for the entire church they oversee. He sends it to them without hesitation 
when they so decide.

It is neither practical nor Scriptural to leave the fate of a church in the hands of a
“majority vote” arrangement where spiritual neophytes, doctrinal extremists, 12-
year-old boys, and others have as much voice as a loyal, seasoned saint, in spite 
of the fact that the church has elders. To prevent this very situation must surely 
be one reason why the Lord placed the local church under men who meet strict 
qualifications, thereby proving their loyalty to the Lord and His word. However, 
it is the stated intent of some to allow elders no more authority in a church than 
that of the newest, weakest, most radical, or youngest member thereof. Should 
they succeed in their plans it is very doubtful that any of them would long be 
content to live with the unscriptural situation they helped create because of its 
manifest impracticality.

Abuses of Authority

Those who reject all authority of elders except that exercised by “influence” or 
“example” often remind us of Peter’s warning: “Neither as lording it over the 
charge allotted you, but making yourselves ensamples to the flock” (1 Pet. 5:3). 
The application usually made of this statement is to the effect that since elders 
are not to “lord it over” the flock, this precludes any exercise of authority. If this 
verse forbids the very authority that several other passages enjoin, then we have 
a serious contradiction in the Scripture. Contrariwise, there is no conflict at all 
between this verse and the authority-charged verses previously considered. The 
truth taught by Peter concerns the proper exercise of authority by elders, to 
keep them aware of the possible temptation to abuse it. Anyone who works 
under several elderships over a period of years will likely encounter an elder or 
two who has a tyrannical spirit. I certainly have done so in more than one 
instance. In spite of the warning against the abuse of authority, it will likely 
continue, because elders are human beings like the rest of us. However, an 
abuse of authority can never be rightly used to offset the Scriptural use of 
authority. Elders must certainly exercise the powerful leadership to be found in 
being an “ensample” (tupos, i.e., type, pattern). They are to represent to both the
world and the church just what a genuine Christian is, and there is great power 
in such leadership. However, this power of example does not at all diminish the 
authority God has given them.

Conclusion
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I have produced Scriptural evidence that elders possess authority over the local 
church. I have shown that there is both implicit and explicit teaching in the New 
Testament demonstrating that elders are to meet and make decisions concerning
the work of the church they oversee. Rebellion against the Word of the Lord is 
rebellion against the Lord himself (John 12:48). Likewise, rebellion against 
God’s appointed leaders is rebellion against God (Num. 16:1–35). With these 
truths before us, it is not difficult to see why the qualifications of elders are so 
strict and varied and why the saints are commanded to obey and submit to such 
men. To rebel against them or to incite others to rebel against them out of 
selfishness, stubbornness, pride, jealousy or any other sinful motive is to rebel 
against the authority of God.

Wise elders will counsel their brethren and weigh their wishes in making 
decisions about major matters of expediency. They will also delegate much of the
practical, detailed decision-making to deacons and to others. However, the final 
responsibility for making decisions in the local church in matters of expediting 
the work and keeping the church true to The Book will always rest upon the 
church’s elders/bishops/pastors.

Endnote

All Scripture quotations are from the American Standard Version.
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WOMEN IN THE CHURCH

John P. Mabrey
Hilham, Tennessee

In creation, God saw that it was not good for man to be alone, so He made 
woman.  The woman was taken from the side of a man to work with him hand in 
hand.  It has been said, “that behind most successful men is the influence of 
good mothers and wives.”  God knew the power of the woman He created.  Many
times we have discussed the role of women in the church, but today, I want you 
to consider the kind (or type) of women that the Lord wants to see in his church. 
With that thought in mind I want you to think of what the preacher said in 
Proverbs 31:10 – “Who can find a virtuous woman?  For her price is above 
rubies.”

There are good women needed in the church today, and even though some of the
examples that I shall give you were never in the church of the New Testament; 
what I am really trying to get across is the kind of women that we need in the 
church.   Let us begin with Sarah.  Sarah was a godly wife to Abraham. (I Pet. 
3:5-6)  “For after this manner in the old time, the holy women also, who trusted 
in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands:  Even
as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord:  whose daughters ye are, as long as 
ye do well, and are not afraid with any amazement.”  In Sarah, we see how she 
respected the design of the family as put forth by God in that she loved and 
followed her husband.  Ladies, what would you have done if God had 
commanded your husband to leave his home, and go out to a land that neither 
one of you had seen, but one that God would show you?  Now, before you answer
that, keep in mind, that at that time, Abraham was 75 years old, and Sarah was 
65 years of age?  Try to imagine yourself in the same setting.  Would you have 
gone without question?  Would you have said, “Abraham you go ahead and I will
stay here and wait for you.”  Or perhaps you might have said, “Abraham, you 
have lost your mind; you and I are both too old for us to go gallivanting around 
the country looking for a pot of gold at the end of a rainbow.”  You might have 
even said, “Honey, we are too old, tell God to find someone else.”  But we can 
read in Hebrews 11:11 where Sarah’s faith is recorded as a memorial to her.  
“Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was 
delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged him faithful who 
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had promised.”  At the time of the birth of this child of promise (Isaac), Sarah 
was 90 years old; Abraham was 100.  Yet Sarah had faith in God to fulfill that 
promise of a son, even though she did try to take things into her own hands by 
offering her handmaid Hagar to Abraham.  Abraham indeed sired a son by 
Hagar (Ishmael); but Ishmael was not the promised son.  Is it any wonder that 
God chose this couple (Abraham and Sarah) through whom all the nations of the
world would be blessed.

Now, turning to the New Testament we have Priscilla—she was a personal 
worker, and a teacher for the Lord. (Acts 18:24-26) Priscilla along with her 
husband Aquila took Apollos aside to teach him more fully the gospel of Christ. 
This married couple was of the same trade as Paul, they were tent makers. Yet, 
they took time from their profession in order that they might instruct one more 
fully in the things of God.  You could easily say that they had their priorities 
straight.  In Romans 16:3 Paul called Priscilla a “fellow worker” with him. (And 
he wasn't talking about tent making.)  He said “Greet Priscilla and Aquila my 
helpers in Christ Jesus:”  According to First  Corinthians 16:19, she allowed the 
church to meet in her house.  “The churches of Asia salute you.  Aquila and 
Priscilla salute you much in the Lord, with the church that is in their house.” The
number of times the church met in their house is not named, but the way the 
scripture is written it would indicate that their house was a regular meeting 
place for the assembling of the saints together.  Was she a busy woman?  YES!  
And yet she saw the need and fulfilled that need in helping others.

Paul also wrote of Eunice and Lois—two godly mothers (II Tim. 1:3-7)  Paul 
referred to Timothy as his son in the Gospel.  When he wrote to Timothy the 
second time he told Timothy to “stir up the gift of God.” How did Paul say that 
Timothy had received this “gift?”  Well, it was through his mother (Eunice) and 
his grandmother (Lois).  They saw that their children knew God as they had 
been instructed to do in God’s word per Deuteronomy 6:6-9.  Can you 
understand why Timothy was so willing to spread the gospel?  He had been 
taught the scriptures from his youth, by two women that loved him very much. 
Luke wrote of a woman that had an issue of blood for 12 years—this is an 
example of faith for all (Luke 8:40-48).  When she heard of Jesus being in her 
presence, she went to the right source when she heard of him.  She had faith that
she could be healed if only she could touch the hem of His garment.  Jesus knew 
that someone had touched him in that crowd.  Notice what Jesus said to her in 
verse 48.  “…daughter, be of good comfort:  thy faith hath made thee whole; go 
in peace.”  She had to have the courage and determination to fight through that 
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crowd in order to get to him.  If we all had faith like her, think of what we could 
do.   Women would be filling the assembly; but sometimes it seems like we can't 
even drag people to the assembly –  whether it be women or men.

Now I want us to flip the coin, so to speak, Let us take a look at the kind of 
women we don't need in the church today. Consider Lot’s wife—She was self 
willed.  She was not willing to give up the life of her past. (Gen. 19:12-29)  Lot 
and his family were told to leave that wicked city.  They were told not to look 
back when they departed Sodom.    But Lot’s wife (and you may note here that 
her name is not even given in the scripture), looked back and she was turned to a
pillar of salt. (v. 26) WHY?—She was not willing to give up and do what the Lord 
asked her to do.  She just had to have one more glimpse of the sinful city of 
Sodom.  We don't know the reason why, but it is possible that in coming out of 
that city, she had left part of her heart behind.

Another kind of woman we don't need in the church is Job’s wife—Job's wife was
a discourager.  She showed little faith in God and tried to discourage her 
husband as well. (Job. 2:9)  We know the account of Job and how God allowed 
Satan to afflict him.  In chapter two and verse nine, Job’s wife asked the 
question, “Dost thou still retain thine integrity?  CURSE GOD AND DIE!” 
(emphasis mine).  Look at the answer Job gave in verse ten:  “Thou speakest as 
one of the foolish women speaketh.”  Even Job’s three “friends” (if you can call 
them that; and for those of you that have read the book of Job, you know exactly 
why I say that.)  had the same attitude.  I could say more about Job’s “friends”, 
but that is another sermon for another time.  Even though Job had lost all these 
material things; even though he had lost his sons through the hand of Satan, he 
did not charge God foolishly—he certainly did not need these “friends” to further
discourage him.  Do you think Satan didn’t know what he was doing?  Satan 
destroyed all of Job’s possessions; took away his sons; yet left him with his so-
called “freinds” and  a nagging wife.  Job’s wife (and her name is not mentioned 
either) did not have enough faith to trust God and she tried to destroy Job’s faith
as well.

We find a New Testament example of the kind of woman that we do not need in 
the church:  Sapphira—She was full of covetousness and she was a liar as well.  
(Acts 5:1-11)  Sapphira and her husband had sold a piece of land.  She along with 
her husband Ananias decided between themselves that they would keep back 
part of the money from the sale of that property (which would not have been 
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wrong.  After all, it was theirs to do with what they would. Acts 5:4)   But they 
lied about what they received from the sale of that property in the respect that 
they put up the front that they were giving the entire proceeds.  This lie cost her 
her life just as it had cost Ananias his.  Yes, even today covetousness will cost 
one his/her life with God, just as lying will cost. (Rev. 21:8) for “all liars shall 
have their part in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone.”

The last one I want to talk to you about in this lesson is Jezebel—This woman 
was the personification of evil.  She even influenced others to do evil. (I Kings 
21-23)  Just look at some of the things of which she was guilty.  Just about 
everything evil that could be done, she did.  (Lies,  murder,  idolatry,  and the 
inflicting of physical and mental punishment and cruelty.)  So great was the evil 
that she did, that it was felt in Israel for many years—even to the point that Jesus
used her name in the book of Revelation as a detestable example.   In the letter 
to the church at Thyatira, Jesus compares some of the people there to Jezebel.   
He says, “Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou 
sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and 
seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed to idols.”  
Of all the scriptural names that people name their daughters, I have never once 
heard of Christian parents choosing to name their daughters Jezebel.

In comparison, look at how opposite these two groups are.    Let me conclude by 
saying that there is no middle ground.  Either you are the kind of woman God 
desires in the fold, or you are not.  If the church is filled with the right kind of 
people, nothing can stop her growth.  I speak to all  women today, married or 
single, to become that kind of woman that Christ wants in his church.   And to 
the men, if you are married, be the kind of husband that God wants you to be to 
your virtuous woman.  If you are single, don't settle for the first woman that you 
see, take time to make sure that your future partner in life is the kind of virtuous 
woman as described in the book of Proverbs.  PRICELESS!!!  What kind of 
person are you? 

*All scripture references are from the KJV unless otherwise noted.
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“All Things To All Men” (1 Cor. 9:22)

Jerry C. Brewer

Elk City, Okla.

Like so many passages in the Bible, this one has often been perverted to force an 
interpretation which simply isn’t there. I am sure the Community Church folks, 
who believe God accepts any kind of immoral behavior, love this one. They 
think, “Do others cuss? Then I will. Do others drink? I’ll drink with them. Do 
others gamble? I’ll ante up in the game.”

Its meaning must be considered in the context in which Paul uses the phrase,
“all things to all men.” The 9th chapter of First Corinthians deals with Paul’s
(and  other  preachers’)  right  to  receive  support  from  the  brethren  for  their
labors.  In his argument in verse 9,  he quotes from Deuteronomy 25:4 which
says, “Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn.” His
application of this Old Testament passage to the right of preachers to support
from brethren clearly spells out the nature of many OT passages. They carry a
universal principle beyond their immediate statement. In this case, he uses it to
prove that God intends for us to learn a lesson from it for our day.  “Doth God
take care for oxen? or saith he it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no
doubt, this is written: that he that ploweth should plow in hope; and he that
thresheth in hope should be partaker of his hope. If we have sown unto you
spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal things? If others
be partakers of this power over you, are not we rather? Nevertheless we have
not used this power; but suffer all things, lest we should hinder the gospel of
Christ” (1 Cor. 9:9-12).

His point in this passage is that he had as much right to receive support from
brethren as any other gospel preacher, yet he chose not to do so for the singular
purpose of preaching unhindered and without being a burden to them. He goes
on in verses 13 and 14 to show his clear meaning that those who preach are
entitled to support.

Then he says, “But I have used none of these things: neither have I written these
things, that it should be so done unto me: for it were better for me to die, than
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that  any  man  should  make  my  glorying  void”  (verse  15).  A  key  here  is  to
understand what his “glorying” was. He has just said he refused support in order
that his glorying should not be made void, but then says, “For though I preach
the gospel I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is
unto me if I preach not the gospel!” (verse 16). Paul’s source of glory was not in
himself,  his  ability,  his  support  he  received  from  brethren,  but  in  simply
preaching the gospel that others might be saved.

Paul’s life was devoted to one single endeavor—preaching the gospel of Christ for
the  salvation  of  others.  He  often  made  such statements  (cf.  Rom.  1:16).  His
entire life was devoted to the salvation of others through his preaching and he
was willing to make any sacrifice that others might be saved. That was why he
said,  “For though I be free from all men, ye have I made myself servant unto
all, that I might gain the more. And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I
might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the law; to them
that are without law, as without law, (being not without law to God, but under
the law to Christ,) that I might gain them that are without law. To the weak
became I as weak, that I might gain the weak; I am made all things to all men,
that I might by all means save some. And this I do for the gospel’s sake, that I
might be partaker thereof with you” (Verses 19-23).

Everything Paul has been discussing relates to his preaching of  the gospel to
save other men, and one of ways he gained the confidence of those to whom he
preached was by becoming “all things to all men.” Now the question arises as to
how he did this. Going back to our previous question, does this mean that Paul
was a partaker of other men’s sins in order to show that he was “just one of
them?”  That  is  absolutely  not  the  case.  Paul  practiced  self-control  and  a
regulation  of  his  own  spirit,  as  he  noted  in  that  same chapter  (v.  27).  That
regulation would happily restrict his own life in any manner that was not sinful
if it would lead to the salvation of “the more” as he noted in verse 19. He could
adapt to the ways of others, not for the purpose of lulling them into a complacent
satisfaction to remain as they were, but to gain their confidence so that he could
teach them the difference between their  customs and the gospel  and convert
them to Christ.

He said,  “to the Jews, I became a Jew” (v. 20). In Acts 16:1-3 Luke wrote that
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Paul had Timothy circumcised “because of the Jews in those parts” who “knew
that his father was a Greek.” Why unnecessarily prejudice the Jews? Paul knew
(and wrote to the Galatians) that, “In Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth
anything, nor uncircumcision” (Gal. 5:6). Timothy’s circumsision was not done
as a religious rite, but as a custom that placated the Jews whom Paul was trying
to reach with the gospel.

On the other hand, there were those who came to Antioch, telling the Gentiles,
“Except ye be circumcised after the custom of Moses, ye cannot be saved” (Acts
15:1). As a result of this, Paul and Titus went to Jerusalem about the question
and Titus became a test case of this false doctrine. It was there that Paul refused
to have Titus circumcised when those false teachers sought to compel him to do
so. Paul told the Galatians that, “We gave place in the way of subjection, no, not
for an hour; that the truth of the gospel might continue with you” (Gal 2:1-5).
Timothy’s mother was a Jew, but Titus was the son of Gentile parents. To have
Titus circumcised would  capitulate  to  the  Judaizing teachers  who demanded
that Gentiles be circumcised in order to be saved.

If a custom, though previously practiced as a religious ritual, is celebrated with
the  proper  knowledge  that  salvation  and the  grace  of  God are  not  available
through  it,  it  may  be  observed  under  certain  other  circumstances.  I  believe
certain holidays in our time are like that. For instance, we have Easter egg hunts,
but realize that Easter is not a religious holiday. In the same vein, we exchange
gifts  at  Christmas,  but  understand  that  we  have  no  Biblical  authority  for
celebrating that time as the birth of Christ.

Paul’s nature was not to, “Go along to get along.” His becoming “all things to all
men, that I may by all means save some” was limited to the realm of matters in
which God has allowed a choice. Paul sought to please all men in this area. He
wrote in the next chapter,  “Give none offense, neither to the Jews, nor to the
Gentiles, nor to the church of God: even as I please all men in all things, not
seeking mine own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved” (1 Cor.
10:31-33). His statement that he “pleased” all men did not refer to their sins, but
to his freedom in Christ and he wrote the last passage in the context of eating
meats against which some people had scruples.
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When it came to obeying Christ, what men thought did not even enter into Paul’s
decision. “If I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ” (Gal. 1:10).
He would not compromise for one hour if it meant compromising any truth of
religion and morals, but in the realm of freedom he became all things to all men.
in order to save some.

Endnote
All Scripture quotations are from the King James Version.
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What Do These Verses Have In Common? 

Stephane Maillet
New Brunswick ,Canada

What do these verses have in common? 

“Therefore go and make disciples of ALL nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” – (Matthew 28:19)

“Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved” – (Mark 16:16)

Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God 
unless he is born of water (baptism) and the Spirit.” – (John 3:5) 

“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ FOR the 
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” – (Acts 
2:38)

“Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were
added to their number that day” – (Acts 2:41). Notice, the saved where added to 
the church (Romans 16:16). “Praising God, and having favour with all the 
people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.” – (Acts
2:47). Again, added, not “joined” 

“But when they believed Philip as he preached the good news of the kingdom of 
God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.  
Simon himself believed and was baptized” – (Acts 8:12-13)

“As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, 
"Look, here is water. Why shouldn't I be baptized?” – (Acts 2:36)

“And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went 
down into the water and Philip baptized him” – (Acts 2:38)

“He got up and was baptized” – (Acts 9:18)

“Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water?” – (Acts 10:47)

“So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ” – (Acts 10:48)
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When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to 
her home. “If you consider me a believer in the Lord," she said, "come and stay 
at my house." And she persuaded us. – (Acts 16:15)

“At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then 
immediately he and all his family were baptized” – (Acts 16:33)

“and many of the Corinthians who heard him believed and were baptized” – 
(Acts 18:8)

“On hearing this, they were baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus.” – (Acts 
19:5)

“And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins 
away, calling on his name” – (Acts 22:16)

“Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism 
into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the 
glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.” – (Romans 6:3-4)

“For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body” – (1 Corinthians 12:13)

“for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 
Christ.” – (Galatians 3:27)

“one Lord, one faith, one baptism” – (Ephesians 4:5)

“Having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your 
faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead.” – (Colossians 2:12)

“and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you” – (1 Peter 3:21) <- it 
really doesn’t get any clearer than that!

…. And you say baptism/immersion in water is NOT necessary for salvation? 
With all due respect my friend, you’ve been deceived and 2 Corinthians applies 
to you! “But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for 
yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers 
served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are 
living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” – (Joshua 
24:15)
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Why anyone would deny the need to be baptized FOR SALVATION is beyond 
me, lost souls deceived by denominational teaching, false doctrines and 
traditions of men. 

WAKE UP & READ UP!

“All the churches of Christ send greetings” – (Romans 16:16)

*All scripture references are taken from the KJV unless otherwise noted.
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