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Our Writing Staff

Jim Miller

Jim Miller: Preacher at the Gray, church of Christ semi -retired, publisher, writer, editor.
A member of the Lords church since 1985. Preached in NC, TN, Ky, and Maine. Two 
years Co-hosting Bible Talk Radio. Owner of Keys Of The Kingdom magazine and 
website. 

Jeff Dye

I was born and raised in northeast Tennessee and brought up in Missionary and Freewill 
Baptist churches most of my life.  In in the baptist denomination until a good friend and 
elder in the church of Christ desired to study with me concerning my faith. It was 
through this study I learned the full truth of the gospel of Christ and was baptized for the
remission of my past sins on a Tuesday evening in January of 2001. My wife and I 
currently worship with the saints in Penrod, KY at the Mount Moriah congregation, 
where I also teach the adult bible class and do some preaching.
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John P. Mabrey: Preacher at the Hilham Church of Christ, Hilham, TN since July 2007.  
Has been a guest of the Gospel Broadcasting Network (GBN) "Bible Round Table."  
Attended Freed Hardeman University for two years.
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H. W. (Dub) McClish: Preached first sermon in June 1954 at Boise, Idaho, at age 16. 
After 35 years of work as local preacher in 5 states (the last 12 years of which were with 
the Pearl St. Congregation, Denton, TX), began work under oversight of Pearl Street 
elders in 1992, devoting time to combined works of Gospel meetings, mission trips, and 
lectureships and to writing and editing sound Biblical materials. 
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 Jerry Brewer was born in Childress, Texas in 1941 and was baptized into Christ by O. M. 
Curry in 1954. He attended the Elk City, Okla. School of Preaching, directed by W. R. 
Craig, in 1969-70 and has done local work in Oklahoma and Texas. He has made three 
trips to Kenya to preach and teach in the Kalamindi School of Preaching. He currently 
preaches for the Northeast church of Christ in Elk City, Okla., where he has been for 19 
years. He has authored a commentary on Galatians, and formerly published "The Gospel 
Preceptor," a monthly paper. He is married to the former Sherlene Holley of Carter, 
Okla. They have six children, and 17 grandchildren. 

If you would like to be a guest writer for TKOK you may contact me at 
jfmiller61@gmail.com. 

To announce up coming events like Gospel Meetings, Lectures, Singing events 
etc… Just use the email link above to contact me. Please feel free to tell others 
and have them sign up for their copy today. Use this link to join the mailing list. 
http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom/?page_id=1316 . 

 May God Bless You.      Jim and the Staff
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Editor's Notes

By Jim Miller
Gray, Maine

Our Fourth Year

As we enter our fourth year of publication I want to thank all those along the way
who have made this possible. We have had many good writers and a lot of solid 
teaching since we began. It is my hope and prayer that all who read the Key's 
enjoy and learn the teachings of Scripture. We thank you for your continued 
interest in God's word. 

We Have A New Writer.

I want to take a moment to introduce you to our new writer brother Jerry 
Brewer . Brother  Jerry Brewer was born in Childress, Texas in 1941 and was 
baptized into Christ by O. M. Curry in 1954. He attended the Elk City, Okla. 
School of Preaching, directed by W. R. Craig, in 1969-70 and has done local work
in Oklahoma and Texas. He has made three trips to Kenya to preach and teach 
in the Kalamindi School of Preaching. He currently preaches for the Northeast 
church of Christ in Elk City, Okla., where he has been for 19 years. He has 
authored a commentary on Galatians, and formerly published "The Gospel 
Preceptor," a monthly paper. He is married to the former Sherlene Holley of 
Carter, Okla. They have six children, and 17 grandchildren. 

The Dangers Of Liberal Progressivism Pt.1

Jim Miller
Gray, Maine

When I started this journey into writing a series of articles on Liberal
Progressivism I thought I might try to go all the way back to the beginning in
Genesis chapter 3 and I will touch on this in this first article. I do not know how
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many articles it will take to accomplish the task set before me however, I will
endeavor to teach you the truth about the dangers of Liberal/Progressive
doctrine.

Lets start by explain the descriptive terms which we will be using. The common
dictionary such as Websters defines that "Liberal" means: "not bound by
orthodox tenets or established forms in political or religious philosophy; not
conservative." “Progressive” happening or developing gradually or in stages;
proceeding step by step. (Of a group, person, or idea) favoring or implementing
social reform or new, liberal ideas. a person advocating or implementing social
reform or new, liberal ideas.

The Liberal/Progressives which I will refer to as L/P from here on do many 
things for which there is neither direct statement, example or necessary 
implication for. Their attitude is that the Bible is merely a book of principles that
they are at liberty to apply according to their own judgment or their own ( self 
sanctified) common sense". They believe there is no absolute or complete 
pattern of authority in New Testament. This attitude begets their expressed idea 
that they do not need to have authority from the Bible for whatever they do or 
teach. So then human judgment or expediency takes over and they cease to walk 
by faith. The ultimate conclusion of such thinking is a denial of the sufficiency of 
the scriptures. The L/P literally denies God's word in order to have
their own way.

We are not going to get in to a long study of the Old Testament but to 
understand L/P we must go back to it's beginning. Gen 3:1-6 Now the serpent 
was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. 
And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree 
of the garden? And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of
the trees of the garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the 
garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.
And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God doth 
know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye 
shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. And when the woman saw that the 
tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be 
desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave 
also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.

Here we see the beginning of L/P doctrine. The serpent (Satan) beguiled Eve
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saying that God would not surely let them die but that in eating of the fruit they
would be as God knowing both good and evil. The Serpent played on the feelings
of Eve the lust to know more than she needed to know and also for the power the
fruit would give them to be as God. The serpent also used the fact that the tree
was full of good fruit to be desired to make her and Adam wise this appealed to
the emotional side of Eve and laying aside the instruction of God not to eat she
not only disobeyed but gave the same fruit to Adam and in this manner they
separated themselves from their relationship with God the Creator. Liberal
Progressivism has been a cancer on man ever since that day in the garden. Just
as the Serpent did with Eve the L/P will always appeal to emotions, to a better
felt than obey Gospel. L/P's appeal to how something looks or makes one feel.
The L/P will also twist the scripture as much as is needed to get others to follow
them instead of God. L/P's start by introducing little things into the church.

If you step back and take a long hard look at L/P it is always contradictory to the
direct statement, example and necessary implications of God's word. L/P
undermines Bible authority in every area of men's lives. L/P substitutes a feel
good gospel, a better felt than obeyed doctrine, a prosperity doctrine for the
truth plainly taught in scripture. L/P thrives on the confusion it causes. (Prov.
22:28) Says "Remove not the ancient landmark, which thy fathers have set" .
(Prov. 23:10) Says "Remove not the old land mark; and enter not into the fields
of the fatherless". The Israelite's were commanded under the Old Law not to
remove the landmarks (Deut. 19:14; 27:17). Why? All sinful activity brings about
confusion. When we read from Job 24:1-9, 19-25 we learn that those who
remove land-marks have no regard for order and authority. 

L/P is full of transgressors of the order and authority of God always trying to 
ad something or take away something to fit what they want to believe. We can 
note the confusion and see the consequences of the one who removes the 
spiritual land-marks. Confusion is neither good nor righteous, therefore cannot 
be of God. 2 Corinthians 14:33, "For God is not the author of confusion, but of 
peace, as in all churches of the saints." "Whosoever goeth onward and 
abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not God; he that abideth in the 
teaching, the same hath both the Father and the Son" (2 Jn. 9). To "go onward" 
is in the Greek, proago or to progress. We can clearly see that this means that 
anyone who progresses onward is not "abiding" in the teaching of Christ and 
leaves God behind. Traveling onward and away from the guidance of God's word
is like the sinner removing the ancient landmarks. It causes confusion and 
chaos, is therefore not of God, and causes men to lose their souls.
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Consider what we have gotten from those who desire to "go
onward" and "not abide" with God

Those who "shoot first and ask questions later," are the L/P brethren who
do not bother with scriptural authority. The "liberal" churches, have been
and still are the specter of "Modernism". L/P's instead of looking for Bible
authority fist run back to the scriptures after instituting worldly things into the
church, L/P's seek to justify their wants in worship and to see if they can explain
away the Bible reasons of such error as why women cannot take a usurping part 
in worship and leadership or to justify homosexuality and unGodly marriages 
just to name a few. L/P is not bothered people clapping during worship and 
spontaneously singing solos, etc. L/P's years ago laid aside the Bible so as to 
open the door to any "program" in the name of "change". Now their Lack of  
knowledge is so complete and twisted about what God's plan in these areas is 
that they cannot and will not even defend baptism for remission of sins!

The sad thing is all this as we will see the further we study this is that if you
disagree with the L/Ps point of view, you are pathetically ignorant and
unenlightened. You are in fact "a Legalist." The non-adherence to the New 
Testament teachings was condemned by Jesus as teaching for one’s doctrine the 
commandments of men (Matt. 15:8-9). L/P's seek to release men from 
responsibility to God’s divine as well as imposing as divine law the 
commandments of men. Writing new laws and releasing men from
responsibility to divine law are the characteristics of liberals. Having witnessed
how liberalism undermines Bible authority in every area, we can more easily
understand Jesus’ warning about the leavening influence of the Pharisees’
doctrine (Matt. 16:12).

Next month we will look closer at the L/P condition.

Till next we meet.
God Bless
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E-Sword

e-Sword is a fast and effective way to study the Bible. e-Sword is feature rich and
user friendly with more capabilities than you would expect in a free Bible app. 
The fact that e-Sword is free is just one of the blessings and does not speak of the
quality of the app. Below you'll find a list of features that you will discover helps 
make Bible study both enjoyable and enriching. 

Get it here
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“Get In The Closet” 

Jeff Dye
Lewisburg, Ky 
 
When Jesus was teaching on prayer in Matthew 6:5-13, He tells us how we 
should pray, saying “Thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to 
pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they 
may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.” Instead, 
Jesus gives the instruction for us to pray in our closets, getting away from all the 
things of this life, so that “thy father which seeth in secret shall reward thee 
openly.” 

We can see from the scriptures that the prayer life of a child of God is a very 
important part of our walk in Christ. From the poor and simple to the Son of 
God, men and women have found it needful to pray in time of grief, trials, 
persecutions, and even death. I would like for us to look at some of those faithful
saints and their prayers to the God of Heaven. I will begin with the Old 
Testament prophet Elijah.

In First Kings 17:17-22, we find Elijah at the home of a widow that lived in 
Zarephath where he had been staying. Her son had gotten so sick that he dies in 
her arms. The widow asks Elijah if he was the cause of her sons death but Elijah 
says “Give me thy son” and carries the boy upstairs to his room away from the 
widow as well as everything else and prays saying “O LORD my God, hast thou 
also brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son?” As
he prayed, he stretched himself over the boy three times, and prayed, “O LORD 
my God, I pray thee, let this child's soul come into him again.” God in hearing 
Elijah's prayer, restores the life of the boy unto him as Elijah had asked. Elijah 
knew God was able to raise the widows son from the dead. Elijah had prayed in 
secret in the closet and God rewarded him openly!

In Daniel 6:4-10, we find Daniel having to go against a new law that forbid 
anyone to petition God or man for thirty days. Daniel had always prayed before, 
in fact Daniel prayed three times a day and this was not going to stop him even if
it meant his life. We all know the story of how Daniel was delivered by the hand 
of God from death in the den of lions and no matter what happened, Daniel was 
still going to pray to God despite what the consequences. By Daniel's faithful 
prayers, God rewarded him openly before King Darius. What if this was us? 
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Would we still continue to pray knowing that our government would put us to 
death if they found out? What would that say about our faith in God if we obeyed
man rather than God? I submit to you that it would show our lack of faith in God
and could result in the loss of our immortal souls!

In various places throughout the Gospels we find our Lord praying, many times 
in secret. In Mark 1:35-39, we see Jesus praying in secret before He goes to other
towns through Galilee to preach. I wonder, how many preachers today do this? 
Do we just read and study from time to time in His word and never pray? How 
much time do we as preachers spend in prayer before the Lord? How many 
times in those prayers, if we're even praying at all, is in our secret place away 
from the world and carnal distractions? Preachers, it's time we get in our closets 
and pray in secret to our God! 

Jesus, the Son of God Himself took time to pray in secret on a mountain, Mark 
6: 46-47. He withdrew Himself to pray in secret in the wilderness after healing 
many who were sick, Luke 5:12-16. Also, in the book of Luke 6:12-13 Jesus 
prayed all night long on a mountain in secret to His Father. Why do we 
sometimes think we've done some great thing by praying 15 or 20 minutes? So 
many, self included, lack spending ample time in secret prayer to our Father, 
leaving our closets dusty from not being used and our lives subject to giving in to
sin!

In the real Lord's prayer found in John 17, we find when Jesus was once again 
praying in secret. He prays for His disciples, He prays for those who would 
believe because of their preaching which includes you and I, and He prays for 
Himself three times. When is the last time we prayed in our closets for our 
brethren? When was the last time we prayed in our closets for our erring 
brethren? When was the last time we were in our closets pouring our hearts out 
to God for those who have never obeyed the gospel of Jesus Christ?? When was 
the last time we called on our Heavenly Father for strength to overcome 
temptations we ourselves were facing? Since our Lord and Saviour is the 
Supreme example to follow, do we truly find ourselves following Him in His 
example of secret prayer?

Failing to pray can leave us subject to failure. By looking at Peter's life while 
Christ was on Earth we can learn from his example of not praying like he should 
have. When Jesus went to the Garden of Gethsemane to pray on the night of His 
betrayal, He took Peter, James, and John with Him. We find that after Jesus had
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been praying for a while, He came to the three and found them sleeping. Jesus 
even spoke to Peter and said “What, could ye not watch with me one hour? 
Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, 
but the flesh is weak.” , (Matthew 26:40-41). Jesus knew what was ahead but 
Peter and the others had no clue.

Because Peter failed to pray, when Jesus was arrested he began to show the 
weakness of the flesh Jesus had told him about by being hasty to defend Him 
and cut off the high priest's servants ear with a sword, John 18:10. Because Peter
failed to pray, when Jesus was taken away to appear before Annas and Caiaphas,
he followed “afar off”, Luke 22:54. When Jesus was being questioned, Peter kept
his distance from His trial, eventually trying to blend in with others outside the 
court. Because Peter had not been praying before hand at the request of the 
Master, he fell away even more as things progressed that night and denied Him 
openly three times just as Jesus had prophesied unto him, Luke 22:55-60. Had 
Peter prayed in the closet like Jesus had, there's no doubt in this writers mind 
that Peter would have had the spiritual strength he needed to stand firm for His 
Saviour in the time of testing! 

Recently, I had spoken with members of the Lord's church who freely admitted 
that they did not pray like we see Jesus instructing us to. And we wondering why
we fall to the temptations so often presented before us. As we can see, just by the
examples I have presented, that there is definitely power in prayer. We may not 
have the spiritual gifts that Jesus, His apostles, or even the Old Testament 
prophets had, but we still battle the things of the flesh and this life. Let us return 
to our prayer closets as our Master has instructed us to do and let us do it 
quickly. Right now in the United States of America, we have the freedom to 
worship our God as He has dictated through His inspired apostles by their 
writings, but what if those freedoms were to be taken away? Would we still have 
the courage and boldness to continue praying to the God of Heaven if it meant 
giving our lives like Daniel, or would we be spiritually weak like Peter who had 
not been praying and then gave in to the weakness of the flesh when things 
became difficult?

We should view prayer as an important and much needed item in our daily lives,
as well as reading and studying His word. We need to be faithful in our prayers 
that we may be able to stand when things are difficult. We need to be in those 
closets praying in secret now when things seem to be easy and not wait to try 
and pray when trouble and heartache come. Let us be mindful of the words from
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the apostle Paul to the church in Corinth, “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 
ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch
as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” (First Corinthians 
15:58) 

Note: All Scripture quotations are from the KJV Bible.

 

Click Here

Come visit us on FaceBook get scriptural answers to your
questions.
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RESPECT FOR AUTHORITY

Dub McClish
Denton, Texas

Introduction

In every system there is a basic, core principle that largely determines the nature and 
operation of the whole. In the business world, the guiding principle is to turn a profit. In the
sports world, winning is the principal thing. In politics, getting elected and remaining in 
office are paramount. And so it goes in every area of endeavor. In God's plan for man, the 
fundamental principle that overrides all others and that applies to all of our human 
endeavors is respect for and obedience to appropriate authority. 

There have always been rebels. However, widespread rebellion against authority in modern 
times may be traced to the 1960s when the “flower child” and “hippie” cultures made their 
appearance, defying such things as conventional modes of dress and cleanliness and 
abandoning civilized moral standards. This period of rebellion climaxed in student riots on 
college campuses and demonstrations in the streets for various causes. The rebels marched 
to the slogan, “If it feels good, do it.” There were many (and often violent) “peace” protests 
aimed at stopping the Vietnam War. Anti-authoritarianism and antinomianism captured 
the hearts of a large percentage of the young people of that generation. 

The “sexual revolution” occurred in this period---one of the tragic symptoms of the rebellion
against all previous norms of decency and sexual purity. This revolution became 
increasingly noticeable in the lyrics of the songs, especially from the rock culture. Theatre 
productions, movies, and TV programs began at first to dabble a bit in risqué and suggestive
scenes and profanity beyond what had previously been allowed by the producers 
themselves. With this crack in the dam of decency and modesty, the flood was not long in 
coming. 

It has gradually grown ever wider, sweeping away practically all restrictions in its downward
course. The movie and TV “rating” systems are some of the biggest jokes around. The PG 
movies of today would never have been allowed out of Hollywood fifty years ago, because 
they would have been deemed utterly indecent and prurient for adults, let alone children. 

The break in the dam has grown far beyond a mere crack. It is now so wide that about the 
only arrests for pornography of which one reads anymore is an occasional bust of Internet 
viewers of and/or traffickers in child pornography. Otherwise, the several laws against 
pornography still on the books are generally ignored. The “adult” video and bookstore 
owners rest secure in plying their filthy and corrupting trade. What was once a business that
had to stay largely underground and under the counter is now a wide-open multibillion-



dollar business, shoved in our faces almost everywhere we turn. 

The roots of the rampant spiritual apostasy that characterizes so many in the church are not
mysterious: They are easily traceable to the anti-authoritarianism that crept into the church 
in that same era. All of these things (and there are many others) are symptomatic of the 
rebellion against authority that began manifesting itself in the latter half of the twentieth 
century. When attacks upon authority are allowed to flourish unchecked, they have a way of 
growing in ever-widening circles. We can see it all about us in our beloved nation, to say 
nothing of the world at large: The widespread anti-God, anti-Christ, anti-Bible sentiment, 
the seemingly ever-increasing crime and divorce rates, the mushrooming cases of sexually 
transmitted diseases, the illicit drug traffic and usage, the cheating in corporate boardrooms
involving billions of dollars, the selfish and power manic politicians, and on and on the list 
goes. Surely, none can deny that there is a desperate need for a re-emphasis—followed by a 
constant emphasis—on the ultimate importance of respect for duly constituted authority. In
its absence, civilization will be reduced to universal barbarianism. 

God’s Ultimate Authority

Riding over all areas of our human life and behavior is the umbrella of the ultimate 
authority of the Godhead. He was not created, but is eternally self-sustaining. He created 
the material universe (Gen. 1:1; John 1:1–3; Rev. 4:11). Only in Him do we “live, and move, 
and have our being” because He sustains and upholds all things by the “word of his power” 
(Acts 17:28; Heb. 1:3). The same power that brought the universe into being from nothing 
will, at the coming of Christ, return it to nothingness with great noise and fervent heat (2 
Pet. 3: 10). 

The Son of God began His reign upon His ascension to the right hand of the Father (Acts 
2:34–36). He will there reign till His return, at which time He will raise the dead and 
“deliver the kingdom up to the Father” (1 Cor. 15:22–24). From the beginning God has 
rightly demanded an obedient response to His authoritative will in every facet of our lives 
(Gen. 2:15–17; Deu. 6:5–6). Anything short of obedience He has labeled “sin” which, if not 
removed, will cause our eternal damnation (1 John 3:4; Rom. 6:23). 

The Son of God exercises His authority over all men in this age through the New Testament 
portion of His inspired Word (2 John 9), by which all who have lived since He shed His 
sinless blood shall be judged at last (John 12:48; 2 Cor. 5:10). The Word of Christ sets forth 
God’s authority for each sphere of behavior and relationships common to men. 

Respect for God’s Authority in the Church

Fellowship with God and His Son is impossible outside of the church Jesus built and bought
(Mat. 16:18; Acts 20:28). All of the saved (i.e., those who have come into fellowship with 
Deity) are in it, because the Lord has added them to it (Acts 2:41, 47). Christ is the head of 
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the church (Eph. 1:22–23; 5:23), and He exercises His headship through His Word—the 
written record of the oral teachings of Jesus and of the first-century apostles and prophets. 

The means of entrance (i.e., the plan of salvation), its worship, its organization, its 
designations, and its destiny are all revealed in the Gospel. Christ alone has the right to 
dictate these because the church belongs to Him, not to men. Men dare not tamper with 
that Divine institution by ignoring Christ's authoritative Word. It contains numerous, 
frequent, and repeated warnings against departing from its teachings (Mat. 7: 15; Rom 
16:17–18; 1 Cor. 4:17; Gal. 1:6–9; 2 Tim. 4:1-4; et al.). 

The change-agent mentality that has moved many congregations steadily toward 
denominational status represents rebellion against the authority of Christ over His church. 
Those who practice things unauthorized and those who reject obligatory matters pertaining 
to the church have alike rejected the authority of its Head. Christ has delegated authority in 
local congregations to men (always a plurality) called “elders.” Their chief functions are to 
lead, teach, and protect the church under their oversight (Acts 20:28). 

Respect for God’s Authority in the Home

In the beginning God established the home/family as the basic unit of society when He 
created Adam and Eve for each other. He established a certain pattern of authority in the 
home and family. He made man the head of woman and the husband the head of his wife (1 
Cor. 11:3; Eph. 5:22–24). He is not thereby authorized to be a cruel tyrant, but is to love and
cherish his wife as himself (Eph. 5: 25, 28–29). God has placed parents over their children, 
commanding children to obey them, with the father taking the leading role (Eph. 6:1–4). 
The principal place of breakdown in the “authority chain” is in the home. Many modern 
parents obey their children (even two-year olds), allowing their offspring to speak to them 
with great disrespect and to flagrantly disobey them. If children at an early age are not 
taught respect for authority in the home, beginning with submission to their parents, they 
will likely have a most difficult time learning it at all. When children learn to respect the 
authority of their parents they will be more likely to learn respect for other authority figures.

Respect for God’s Authority in the Workplace

Even when we are at our places of employment, the Lord teaches us the way we should 
behave. Inspiration commands “servants” (i.e., employees) to be obedient to their “masters”
(i.e., employers) (Eph. 6:5–7). To do so with sincere service is thereby to serve Christ. 
Servants are to work “from the heart” with good will, as though working directly for the 
Lord. Mere “eye-service” (i.e., working hard only when the supervisor comes around) is 
unacceptable. 

Employers also have Scriptural instructions. They are warned not to be mean, but to render 
to their employees just and equal treatment, remembering that they have a Heavenly 
Master (Eph. 6:9; Col. 4:1). A revolution would take place in the business and industrial 
world if every employer and employee alike respected the authority of Christ through His 
Word.
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Respect for God’s Authority in Civil Government

God has ordained the existence of civil government and human rulers (Rom. 13:1). This fact 
does not mean that every specific ruler or form of government meets with God’s approval, 
for many can be documented that did/do not. The concept of civil authority is what God 
has ordained—for the purpose of protecting those who are workers of good and for 
punishing those who are evil workers (Rom. 13:3–4). He has also ordained that men respect
the authority of civil government (Mat. 22:21; Rom. 13:2; 1 Pet 2:13–14). To reject the 
authority of civil government is to reject the authority of God (Rom. 13:2, 5). This simply 
means that we must obey the laws of the land to be pleasing to God. 

Conclusion: An Overriding Principle

One essential principle applies to each of the latter four areas described above: “We must 
obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). The “laws “of those who are in places of authority 
(i.e., husbands, parents, employers, and rulers) sometimes contradict the law of God. In all 
such cases, as Peter boldly declared under threat of death, we must choose the higher 
authority—the superior authority of God. Our world would be much nearer perfect if all 
mankind would submit to the authority of God in every area of their lives: “And whatsoever
ye do, in word or in deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him” (Col. 3:17). Let us all dedicate ourselves to this challenging command 
and to its application in regard to authority. 

Endnote

All Scripture quotations are from the American Standard Version.

The Keys Of The Kingdom 16

Truth is a most precious thing.
In our world, everyone is searching for something. If you are searching for answers to

questions regarding God, Jesus, hope, happiness, faith, life after death, good and evil, the
church, the Bible, God's plan for you, or Jesus' love for you, the answers to these can be

found in this series of programs.

 Click Here to View The Videos
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LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE

John P. Mabrey
Hilham, Tennessee

Light is a powerful thing.  We all should recognize this truth.  I can remember 
reading about a teenage boy who stared into the sun and became blind.  The sun 
is the brightest star that provides light in our heaven and has unbelievable 
power.  A man lost at sea on a raft was rescued in the pitch of night because a 
search plane had spotted the small beam of light from a two-cell flashlight that 
he switched on and off.  There is power even in just a little light.  This is why, 
perhaps, that Jesus told us to be like lights.  In Matthew 5:14-15 we read, “Ye are 
the light of the world, a city that is set on a hill cannot be hid. Neither do men 
light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick:  and it giveth light 
unto all that are in the house.  Let your light so shine before men that they may 
see your good works, and glorify your father which is in heaven.”  These verses 
set forth the essentialness of letting our lights shine before men.  This must be 
studied by every member of the church.  In this lesson we will consider some 
basic, simple facts about letting our lights so shine before men.

Why should we let our lights shine?  As we have already noted, the first and 
primary reason is because Jesus commanded it.  This reason is really all that we 
need, isn't it?  If we love Jesus we will do what he commands (John 15:14): “Ye 
are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.”  The world is in darkness 
and needs light. First John 5:19 says, “And we know that we are of God, and the 
whole world lieth in darkness.  Also in  Ephesians 5:8 – “For ye were sometimes 
darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord:  walk as children of light.” Christians 
are the only people with the proper light for a world darkened by sin.  We should
walk in light in order that we might expose ungodliness.  Ephesians 5:13 states, 
“But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light:  for whatsoever 
doth make manifest is light.”  Light exposes what is in darkness.  (This is why 
they are used in hospital operating rooms, and I am thankful to God that they 
are!)  Letting our lights shine will help others to see the way.   Jesus said, “I am 
the way, the truth and the life, no man cometh to the Father but by me.” (John 
14:6)  We as Christians must be that guiding light to help those that are in 
darkness see “the way,” for they are lost in sin without Christ.  In Matthew 5:15 
Jesus said, “Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a 
candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.”  Man cannot guide 
himself to heaven.  The prophet Jeremiah expressed it this way:  “O Lord, I know
that the way of man is not in himself:  it is not in man that walketh to direct his 
steps.”  (Jer. 10:23)  We need to let our lights shine before men in order to let 
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men see our good works. “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” (Matt. 5:16)  This 
is not for the express purpose of being seen of men, but these good works are to 
be displayed to men that they may see those good works to the glorification of 
the Father in heaven.  And we already know that we are to  do good unto all men 
as we have opportunity to do so. (Gal. 6:10)  Not only does our good works 
glorify the father in heaven, but it causes others to glorify the father in heaven as
well.  This is one of the basic purposes of mankind; that is to glorify the Father.  
“Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and power: for thou hast created all 
things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.” (Rev. 4:11) Sometimes 
we forget this fact.  Sometimes we forget that all things were created because it 
pleased God to create them (including us); not because that God needed 
anything from us, but because God loves us as his creation.  This is the reason 
for preaching the gospel; to glorify the Father through the saving of souls of the 
lost.  Look at Romans 1:14-18 – “I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the 
Barbarians; both the the wise, and to the unwise.  So, as much as in me is, I am 
ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also.  For I am not ashamed 
of the gospel of Christ:  for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that 
believeth, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  For therein is the righteousness 
of God revealed from faith to faith:  as it is written, The just shall live by faith.  
For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness, and 
unrighteousness of men, who hold  the truth in unrighteousness;”    Quite 
simply, we should let our light shine before men because it is the Christ-like 
thing to do.  After all, what was it that Jesus came to do? According to Luke 
19:10 he came to seek and to save that which is lost. Is that not our responsibility
as well...to seek that which is lost and to bring the soul saving gospel to such 
individuals?   

Jesus let his light shine before men.  They knew he was different.  John the 
Baptist could see he was different when he utterred the words:  “Behold the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world.” (John 1:29)  Does the world 
see us as different, or do we blend into the world to a point that the people of the
world can tell no difference between us and them?  Have we become chameleons
to the world?  Do we change colors to suit our background?  If we do, then we 
are not being that shining light that Jesus would have us to be.  Why should we 
let our lights shine?  Because love demands it.  If we love the lost we will show 
them the way.  As the song goes:  “To show some fainting, struggling  seaman the
way.”  ('Let the lower lights be Burning')  Love cares for others and is not puffed 
up toward self. (I Cor. 13)  We should let our lights shine because it proves who 
we are.  When our light shines it proves that we are living in the light.  (I John 
1:7) “If we walk in the light as he is in the light, then we have fellowship one with
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another, and the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sin.”  A Christian is a
light-bearer for Christ.  It is our responsibility to let our lights shine.  My friends,
we are saved in order to save others.   Don't hide your soul saving light under a 
bushel; rather let it shine so that others will see and follow.

Next, consider that your light has the power to shine.  You may say, “Well, 
preacher, where does that power come from?” The power comes from Christ.  
The flashlight may be yours and even the light bulb, but the source of energy is 
Jesus Christ himself.  “Christ in you the hope of glory.” (Col. 1:27)  He is the light
of the world.  We are his reflection, therefore we must be re-generated by him.  
The fuel for that light is not battery acid; but the fuel is the word of God.  We 
must study it. (II Tim. 2:15)  We must store it in our hearts. (Psalm 119:97) “O 
how love I thy law!  It is my meditation all the day.”  It must be our guide for our 
every action. (Psalm 119:105) “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, a light unto my 
path.”  It must be trimmed through seasons of prayer.  This is a major key to 
doing what God wants us to do.  We must pray for wisdom. (James 1:5)  Through
prayer we reach out to God and to others.  Dedication to God helps our lights 
shine brightly.  We must remain faithful to the end. (Rev. 2:10)   And we must 
walk in the light. (I John 1:7) 

Be that as it may, there are some things that keep our lights from shining.  Fear! 
Fear is a major enemy.  But we must remember, God has not given us a spirit of 
fear, but of power. (II Tim. 1;7)  We must not let Satan blow our light out.  We 
must not be afraid and run and hide it under a basket.  Another hindrance is the 
love of the world.  Love of the world will lead to a loss of light.  We must never let
the world dirty our 'lightbulbs” for the Lord.  We must stay clean and without 
spot. (James 1:27)  We must not be conformed to this world but be transformed 
by the renewing of our minds. (Rom. 12:1-2)  Another great hindrance to our 
lights shining brightly in this world is the neglect of the power source; neglect of 
study and prayer; neglecting the assembly. (Heb. 10:25-26)  You must stay in 
contact with the power source: Jesus Christ.

As a Christian you must let you light shine.  One way to do this is to love one 
another in the body (the church)  “See that ye love one another with a pure heart
fervently.” (I Pet. 1:22)  Another way is by doing good unto all men. (Gal. 6:10)  
Also, by living a consistent life for the Lord before others.  Seeking the lost is 
another way to let your light shine.  And by being a servant to others.  I you are 
not a Christian you are in darkness.  The gospel light is trying to call you out of a 
world of sin and darkness.  Listen to Cololssians 1:11-13 “Strengthened with all 
might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with 
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joyfulness; Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be 
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: Who hath delivered us from 
the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son.”
Jesus is calling, but you must answer the call.  The question is:  What will your 
answer be? (II Thess. 2:14) “Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the 
obtaining of  the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  “Awake thou that sleepest, 
arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.” (Eph. 5:14)  Won't you 
receive that light today?  Contact the church of Christ in your area today for 
assistance in answering that call.

*All scripture references are from the KJV unless otherwise indicated.
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Where The Devil Makes His Last Stand

Jerry C. Brewer

Elk City, Okla.

The first thing Jesus did to inaugurate His public ministry was to be baptized
(Matt.  3:13-17).  When  His  public  ministry  was  ended,  and  just  before  He
ascended back to heaven, the last thing He did was to command His apostles to
go into all the world, preach the gospel, and baptize those who believed it (Mark
16:15-16). That indicates the importance that Jesus Christ places on baptism.

That baptism is necessary to salvation is without dispute to those who love and
believe the New Testament,  but Satan has a  reason for  opposing baptism as
essential to salvation. He knows its importance and design and it’s at baptism
where he makes his last stand against obedience to the Lord.

The devil has never objected to a person believing that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God---even  “the devils  believe and tremble” (Jas.  2:19).  Nor is  he concerned
about one who repents of his sin and lives an upright, moral life. Cornelius did
that, but he was still lost (Acts 10:1-2; 11:13-14). Nor is Satan concerned about
one confessing Christ. Even the demons made that confession (Matt. 8:28-19).
But Satan despises baptism—and for good reason. Baptism is the consummating
act of obedience to God. It is in baptism that the one who believes (John 8:24),
repents  of  his  sins  (Acts  2:38;  17:30-31),  and confesses  Christ  as  God’s  Son
(Rom.  10:10;  Acts  8:37),  leaves  the  “kingdom  of  darkness”  and  enters  the
kingdom of God’s Son (Col. 1:13). In baptism, one enters Christ (Rom. 6:3-5).

Satan knows that as long as one refuses to be baptized for the remission of sins,
that one is still in his kingdom and remains a servant of the devil. It makes no
difference how loudly one proclaims his belief in Jesus as God’s Son, or says,
“Jesus is Lord,” or lives a good, moral life. So long as he refuses to be baptized,
he remains a subject of the devil’s kingdom.

Baptism is the dividing line between the kingdom of darkness and the kingdom
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of  God.  That’s  why  Satan’s  servants---like  Billy  Graham  and  others  in  the
denominational  industry---tell  their  hearers  that  baptism  isn’t  necessary  to
salvation.  Baptism  is  the  redoubt  where  Satan  makes  his  last  stand  against
obedience to God.

What Baptism Is
The action of baptism is described by Paul: “Know ye not that so many of us as
were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are
buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of
life” (Rom. 6:3-4). According to this passage, baptism is a burial in water. That
explains  the  statement  that,  John  “was  baptizing  in  Aenon  near  to  Salim,
because there was much water there” (John 3:23). “Much water” is needed to
baptize one, but very little is needed to sprinkle or pour on a person. But Satan
is,  “a  liar  and the father  of  it”  (John 8:44).  He will  tell  you that pouring or
sprinkling water on a person and calling it “baptism” is as good as immersion,
and he has lots of servants preaching that false doctrine. Among those are the
Roman Catholic Church, the Anglican Church, and the Methodist Church. But
the word of God still says,  “buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are
risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him
from the dead” (Col. 2:12).

The New Testament does not merely say what baptism is, but illustrates it in the
account of  Philip and the Ethiopian whom he baptized on the road to Gaza:
“And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they both went down into
the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. And when they
were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that
the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing” (Acts 8:38-39).

Baptism requires a “going down into the water” by, both, the one who is baptized
and the one doing the baptizing. There’s no need for either one to go “down into
the water” if baptism is mere sprinkling or pouring water over someone. If that’s
all Philip did, then they both got wet for nothing. He could have stood on the
bank, dipped his fingers into the water and splashed it  on the eunuch. Bible
baptism is immersion in water.
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What Baptism Does
There is one single design of baptism, and that is stated in Acts 2:38. Baptism is,
“for the remission of sins.” That means one must be baptized in order to have his
sins forgiven. Satan’s servants will  tell  you, “Pray The Sinners’  Prayer,” “Just
Believe Only,” “Ask Jesus Into Your Heart,” and dozens of other things absent
from the Bible, in order to be saved. These, of course, are the devil’s lies. Clearly
and unequivocally, the Bible says that baptism is, “for the remission of sins.” It is
ironic  that  the  Baptist  Church,  which  takes  its  very  name  from  the  act  of
baptism, denies that baptism is necessary to salvation. Despite what God’s word
teaches,  Satan’s  servants  who preach Baptist  doctrine  tell  us  that  baptism is
necessary to be a Baptist, but not to be saved. That
 lie makes  it easier to be saved than to get into the Baptist Church.

But the devil is always willing to compromise. He knows that a half-truth is the
same as a lie, so, to those who insist on being baptized, he says baptism is, “to
obey God,” or, “to follow Christ’s example,” or, “is an outward sign of an inward
grace,” or, “to demonstrate to the world that you have been saved.” There’s not a
single syllable of  truth in any of  those “reasons” for baptism, and not one of
them can be found on any page of the New Testament.

Continuing his resistance to baptism for the remission of sins, Satan tells the
world that one is first saved by faith only, then he can be baptized. That is the
doctrine proclaimed by his Baptist preacher servants. Jesus said no one can be
saved without baptism: “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved” (Mark
16:16).  It’s not belief,  then salvation, then baptism. Jesus says it’s belief  plus
baptism, then salvation. Neither Satan nor his Baptist toadies can get around
that plain statement of our Lord.

If one is saved without baptism, then he is saved outside of Christ. Baptism for
the remission of sins puts one into Christ (Rom. 6:3-5), and Paul says that every
spiritual blessing is in Christ (Eph. 1:3). If one is saved without baptism, then he
is  saved  without  the  benefit  of  any  spiritual  blessing.  Paul  further  says  that
redemption is in Christ through His blood. If one is saved without baptism, then
he is saved outside of Christ and without the benefit of Christ’s blood. If that is
the case, then Christ shed His blood in vain, and God was a fool to allow His Son
to die on the cross. That is precisely what those who oppose baptism imply, and
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that is blasphemy!

Satan has plenty of help in his opposition to baptism for the remission of sins,
and he  will  continue  to  oppose  the  Lord’s  command because  he  knows that
baptism puts men into Christ. As long as the devil, through his denominational
servants, can convince people that baptism is not necessary to salvation, he will
keep them in his kingdom, under his dominion, outside the sphere of salvation,
and send their souls to hell.

Endnote
All Scripture quotations are from the King James Version.

Click Here To Get Your Copy Today
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“Let no man deceive you …”
DECEPTION: “a misleading falsehood”

Stephane Maillet
New Brunswick ,Canada

Have you ever had a dishonest salesman speak with eloquent (persuasive) 
words, only to sell you an overpriced and broken item? Perhaps a solicitor trying
to get your credit card information? Most of us throughout life have come across 
many people who act and say certain things in order to gain our trust, to 
therefore rob access to our time, and money. Folks, these same fiends not only 
operate in our communities via secular venues but also in regards to religious 
and spiritual matters. They did back then, they do so today. Peddling the Word 
of God out of context to form their own personal interpretations building profit 
of the backs of naïve minds. Some do so willingly, others ignorantly (un-
educated). These liars can be very articulate and expressive while delivering 
words leading you straight to hell. And if one is not grounded in truth (Jn. 8:32),
if one knows not the Bible therein (2 Tim. 2:15, 3:16-17) he or she will purchase 
an overpriced, damaged/perverted/corrupted gospel that saves no man from sin 
 (Gal. 1:6-10).

Remember, “even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.” – 2 Cor. 11:14. He
pretends to be someone you can trust in order to leave you un-forgiven.

“… with vain words:”

“in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments / 
traditions of men.” – Mark 7:7

Deceivers are liars, hypocrites. They enable all sorts of iniquity (sin = breaking 
God’s rule/law, 1Jn. 3:4). They do so by using vain (futile / useless/ pointless/ 
hopeless) words and actions. This results in people not obeying what God wants 
us to do in love (1 Cor. 16:14). Not doing what God commands results in a person
being damned eternally (forever) in hell, away from the peace and power of God 
Almighty, who’s extreme and justified anger comes to set judgment. This applies
not only to atheists, Muslims, JW’s, Mormons, heathens and pagans. No, the 
wrath of God is also extended to most who call themselves “Christians” today 
rejecting His council (Mt. 7:21).

My fellow saints, do not partake (agree and fellowship) with men teaching 
/preaching falsehood/error/lies. We are no longer to be in such darkness. We 
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were born again, away from sinful/deceitful/vain ways (i.e. Catholicism, 
Protestantism/Baptist, Pentecostal, Wesleyan, Gospel Hall, and all other sorts of
denominations/divisions from Christ). 

At what very moment does the Bible teach us we are born again, away from 
sinful deceit, what happened between darkness and light? Salvation/forgiveness 
of sins happened. HOW? A repentant believer confessing Christ was immersed 
in water for the forgiveness of sins by the power of Christ and therefore added to 
His kingdom/church (Acts 2:36-47). Anyone teaching you otherwise is a liar, 
deceiver, vain worshiper, accursed, knows not God and has not obeyed the 
gospel of Christ. Do not put your faith in a Pope, or a thief, but rather in Him 
who created all this intelligence and purpose. 

Have you been separated from darkness yet? 

For all who have decided to follow Christ in His kingdom. Let us live faithful till 
the end by walking as children of light.

*All scripture references are taken from the KJV unless otherwise noted.
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On Sale. This is a great teaching tool for one
and all.

I want to take some time this month to promote a book I have written. The story 
of how a young man came to be saved. I am hoping this book will help lead 
others to Christ. I have it published on Amazon Kindle and I have lowered the 
price to $4.99. I know not everyone has a Kindle Reader but there is a free 
Kindle Reader that is downloadable for your PC that can be used to read the 
book. You can get the reader here.......Free...... 
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2?url=search-alias%3Ddigital-
text&field-keywords=kindle+for+pc

The graphic below shows a price of 8.99 but I have lowered it by half you will see
when you get to the Amazon site. Simply click the picture below it should take 
you to where you may purchase the book. I am praying this meager effort will 
bring someone to know the Lord and the salvation that can only be obtained 
through obedience to His word.
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