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Our Writing Staff

Jim Miller

Jim Miller: Preacher at the Gray, church of Christ semi -retired, publisher, writer, editor.
A member of the Lords church since 1985. Preached in NC, TN, Ky, and Maine. Two 
years Co-hosting Bible Talk Radio. Owner of Keys Of The Kingdom magazine and 
website. 
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Christian University. Speaker, teacher at numerous churches in and around Abilene and 
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Attended Freed Hardeman University for two years.
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After 35 years of work as local preacher in 5 states (the last 12 years of which were with 
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Southern Christian University; New Testament Theology and New Testament Greek, 
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, Theological University of America. Doug is 
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If you would like to be a guest writer for TKOK you may contact me at 
jfmiller61@gmail.com. 

To announce up coming events like Gospel Meetings, Lectures, Singing events 
etc… Just use the email link above to contact me. Please feel free to tell others 
and have them sign up for their copy today. Use this link to join the mailing list. 
http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom/?page_id=1316 . 

 May God Bless You.

 Jim and the Staff
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Editor's Notes

By Jim Miller
Gray, Maine

Hello Everyone,

I want to take some time this month to promote a book I have written. The story 
of how a young man came to be saved. I am hoping this book will help lead 
others to Christ. I have it published on Amazon Kindle and I have lowered the 
price to $4.99. I know not everyone has a Kindle Reader but there is a free 
Kindle Reader that is downloadable for your PC that can be used to read the 
book. You can get the reaer here.......Free...... 
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2?url=search-alias%3Ddigital-
text&field-keywords=kindle+for+pc

The graphic below shows a price of 8.99 but I have lowered it by half you will see
when you get to the Amazon site. Simply click the picture below it should take 
you to where you may purchase the book. I am praying this meager effort will 
bring someone to know the Lord and the salvation that can only be obtained 
through obedience to His word.

Please take time to thank the men who put their time and effort into
bringing you this publication. I am sure they will appreciate it.
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Simplicity of the word.

Jim Miller
Gray, Maine

Some times it is the simplest things that confound man the most. People today
have been led into all kinds of heresy's and false doctrines because the simplicity
of the word of God is no longer enough for them. I have news for all of you, God
said all He is ever going to say about how man should live and worship through
His Apostles and by the words recorded in the scriptures. 2Pe_1:3 According as
his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and
godliness,through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 

Yet, it is man who wants to change things to fit his will and not God's. Man has 
always thought he could improve on that plain simple teaching of the word. Men
have tried to redefine the meaning of words and redefine the teachings of the 
Lord so as to fit some new way of thinking or to justify their sins. The wolves 
have long been among the sheep already and are devouring the flock and the 
flock refuses to put on the armor that our loving God has provided. Eph_6:11,13 
Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles 
of the devil. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be 
able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 

We who are Christians need to stand up and teach the plain simple truth just as 
they did in the first century. We need to be as Paul was to preach Christ and Him
crucified. We must also preach just as Paul did, Acts 20:27-30 For I have not 
shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. Take heed therefore unto 
yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you 
overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own 
blood. For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in 
among you, not sparing the flock. 

Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away 
disciples after them. My prayer is that YOU will heed the word of God and go 
forth just as those who were scattered abroad in the first century. Preach and 
teach the simplicity of God's word. Your soul and the souls of others depend 
upon it.
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Debate
Realized Eschatology

September 13 -16, 2016
Baymont Inn Conference Center

South Haven, Michigan
7:00 pm each evening

Howard Daniel Denham & Holger Neubauer

Propositions: Howard Daniel Denham will affirm: The Scriptures teach that the 
general resurrection of the dead is yet future and is a bodily resurrection.

Holger Neubauer will affirm: Resolved: The Scriptures teach that the general 
resurrection is a bodily resurrection and is not still future.

E-Sword

e-Sword is a fast and effective way to study the Bible. e-Sword is feature rich and
user friendly with more capabilities than you would expect in a free Bible app. 
The fact that e-Sword is free is just one of the blessings and does not speak of the
quality of the app. Below you'll find a list of features that you will discover helps 
make Bible study both enjoyable and enriching. 

Get it here
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“Once saved, always saved” and the case of

George Sodini

Tim Bench

 Abilene, TX. 

“The teaching that a child of God cannot so sin as to lose his soul in hell is a false
teaching invented by the devil and is a cop-out: It allows a person to soothe his 
conscience and "feel saved" in spite of the sin he may allow in his life. Certainly 
not all who believe unconditional perseverance of the saints actually think this 
way, at least consciously; but anyone who accepts the doctrine does not have to 
be so careful with his life as one who knows that when he yields to the 
temptations of Satan, his sin may cause him to lose his eternal security...I know 
that as long as I act in harmony with God's will that I will be eternally saved. And
the fact that if I get out of step I may be lost provides additional motivation to 
live as God would have me to. I would hope that all who teach impossibility of 
apostasy will come to recognize the teaching for what it is -- a damnable 
departure from the teaching of God's Word”….from “Eternal Security” by
 Wayne S. Walker, Truth Magazine, pages 28-29, January 13, 1977. 

On August 4, 2009, George Sodini, a 48 year old systems analyst, entered an “LA
Fitness” gym facility in Collier Township, outside Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 
Sodini carried a duffel bag, not an unusual occurrence within a gym, and moved 
to the aerobics room, where a fitness class had just begun, the room teeming 
with female participants. Sodini, as per police reports, turned off the lights, 
withdrew several loaded pistols from his duffel bag, and began firing 
indiscriminately, firing approximately 52 shots. Three women were killed during
this attack, nine were injured, and Sodini himself committed suicide at the 
scene. The words and rationale from Sodini himself on the rationale for his 
actions provide insights into the mind of a man on a killing spree….

"Who knows why? I am not ugly or too weird. No sex since July 1990 either (I 
was 29)...Last time I slept all night  with a girlfriend it was 1982. Girls and 
women don't even give  me a second look ANYWHERE….Women just don't like 
me. There are 30 million desirable women  in the US (my estimate) and I cannot
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find one”….See “Pennsylvania gym shooter described as quiet, studious”, August 
7, 2009, by Abbi Tattom, CNN. 

Disturbingly, Sodini's theological beliefs may have been every bit as much of a 
contributing factor in the “Collier Township Shooting” as his own psychosis and 
seething hatred of women. Sodini, according to multiple sources, attended the 
“Tetelestai Church” in Pittsburgh,  headed by “Pastor” Rick Knapp, who 
admittedly promotes the doctrine of “Once saved, always saved” from the pulpit,
teachings that seemed to particularly seemed to effect George Sodini, who 
himself stated….

“But this guy [Knapp] teaches (and convinced me) you can commit mass murder
then still go to heaven”…George Sodini's words, from Dec. 31, 2008, from 
“Broken Clock Salvation” by Dean Taylor. 

“Jack Rickard, a deacon at Tetelestai church, told the press that Sodini is in 
heaven because “professing a faith in Jesus as Saviour means you will have 
complete eternal salvation” (“Once Saved, Always Saved,” Valley News Dispatch,
Aug. 8, 2009)”….“In his blogs, mass murderer George Sodini claimed that he 
was taught in church that “you can commit mass murder then still go to heaven” 
(“LA Fitness shooter once attended Plum’s Tetelestai church,” Tarentum Valley 
News Dispatch, Pittsburgh, August 6, 2009).  On August  4 Sodini opened fire 
on women in a fitness center, killing three and wounding nine before  turning 
the gun on himself. He claimed to have attended Tetelestai Christian Church in
 Pittsburgh for 13 years”…from “The Book of EPHESIANS” by James J. Barker, 
Bible Baptist Church, Elmont, NY. 

“George Sodini rests in heaven now because he professed a faith in Jesus years 
before his shooting rampage”, a Tetelestai Christian Church leader said. Jack 
Rickard, a deacon at the Plum church Sodini attended for years, said the Bible 
makes it clear that “professing a faith in Jesus as savior means you will  have 
complete eternal salvation.” Rickard, 80, of Indiana, Pa., said Tetelestai 
members “are firm believers in ‘once-saved, always-saved.'” He said the church, 
which is in process of moving to New Kensington, focuses  on the intense study 
of Scripture. Rickard conveyed his belief that Sodini attained eternal life. 
“George is going to heaven, but he’s not going to get his rewards,” Rickard said. 
He said that Sodini won’t be offered all of heaven’s benefits because of his sin.
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“George was a professing believer,” Rickard said”….From “Once Saved Always 
Saved: Murderer now in Heaven”, August 9, 2009 by Joel L. Watts, 
www.unsettledchristianity(dot).com. 

"We believe in permanent security — once saved, always saved," (Deacon) 
Rickard said. "He will be judged, but he will be in heaven. ... He'll be in heaven, 
but  he won't have any rewards because he did evil”….from “Gym gunman's
 church says God will judge him”, 8-10-2009, USA Today. The words of George 
Sodini himself, and his views on “eternal security”…

“Maybe soon, I will see God and Jesus. At least that is  what I was told. Eternal 
life does NOT depend on works. If it did, we will all be in hell. Christ paid for
 EVERY sin, so how can I or you be judged BY GOD  for a sin when the penalty 
was ALREADY paid. People judge, but that does not matter. I was reading the 
Bible and (the book) The Integrity of God beginning yesterday, because soon I 
will see them”...From “Once Saved  Always Saved? — Answering the Best 
Arguments” by Dirk Waren. See also “Calvinism Refuted” at ww.bible(dot).com 
and “What the Bible Says About: Once Saved, Always Saved” by Doug Martin, 
Lewisville, TX  Church of Christ, 2-15-2013, page 108. 

“Once saved, always saved” (or the title “Perseverance of the saints”, represented
by the letter “P” in John Calvin's infamous TULIP acronym) is a long-term, well-
established tenet of multiple denominations, and is most often associated with 
the Baptist church. Certainly, not all Baptists or Baptist churches adhere to 
OSAS, or Calvinism itself; however, the following decrees demonstrate the 
“official” church policy and stance on this belief….

”We believe the Scriptures teach that such as are truly regenerate, being born of 
the Spirit, will not utterly fall away and perish, but will endure unto the 
end”...see “Perseverance of the Saints”, The Standard Manual for Baptist 
Churches, Edward T. Hiscox, D.D, page 67).

"The BF&M states that genuine believers may "fall into sin through neglect and 
temptation," but they will finally persevere, since "they shall be kept by  the 
power of God through faith unto salvation."

You may call this eternal security or "once saved, always saved" or even 
"perseverance of the saints," but we might better call it "the perseverance of 
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God," since he is the one who keeps us by his power unto final salvation and 
eternal glory.”......"God's Purpose of Grace - Perseverance, Baptist Faith and 
Message, Article 5b" by Chad Brand, Associate Professor of Christian Theology, 
Boyce College.

Perseverance of the Saints, or “Once saved, always saved” officially defined…
“Perseverance of the Saints is a doctrine which states that the saints (those 
whom God has saved) will remain in God's hand  until they are glorified and 
brought to abide with him in heaven. Romans 8:28-39 makes it clear that when 
a person truly has been regenerated by God, he will remain in God's stead. The 
work of sanctification which God has brought about in his elect will continue 
until it reaches its fulfillment in eternal life (Phil. 1:6). Christ assures the elect 
that he will not lose them and that they will be glorified at the "last day" (John 
6:39). The Calvinist stands upon the Word of God and trusts in Christ's promise 
that he will perfectly fulfill the will of the Father in saving all the elect”...from 
www.reformed(dot).org. 

“All true believers endure to the end. Those whom God has accepted in Christ, 
and sanctified by His Spirit, will never fall away from the state of grace, but shall 
persevere to the end. Believers may fall into sin through neglect and temptation, 
whereby they grieve the Spirit, impair their graces and comforts, and bring 
reproach on the cause of Christ and temporal judgments on themselves; yet they 
shall be kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation”….From "Election
~ God's Gracious Purpose" by Roger S. Oldham, SBC Life, Journal of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

“What if we sin?" That is the most obvious question.  This question is then often 
reshaped and put like this: 'What if a person who is saved falls into sin, stays in 
sin, and is found in that very condition when he dies? Will he still go to heaven?
 The answer is yes. If he was truly saved in the first place, yes….Whoever ONCE 
truly believes that Jesus was raised from the dead and confesses that Jesus is 
Lord, will go to heaven when he dies”...from “Once Saved, Always Saved”, 
written by R.T. Kendall, Moody Press, 1985. 

“We believe that salvation wrought by grace is everlasting; that the saved soul 
journeying through the valley of the shadow of death need fear no evil; that the 
Holy Spirit-begotten and born are kept by the power of God; that the believer in 
Christ Jesus shall not be brought into judgment; that no one can lay anything to 
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the charge of God’s elect; that they are securely held in both the hand of the 
Father and the Son; and that the age-old Baptist doctrine, “once in grace, always 
in grace,” is heavenly and gloriously true.Jn. 3:16, 36; 5:24; Jn. 6; Psa. 23:4; Isa. 
37:23-24;Phil. 1:6 and 1 Pet. 3:5; Jn. 5:24 and Rom. 8:1; Jn. 10:27-29 and Rom. 
8:31-33, 35-39 and 2 Tim. 1:12".....…from the “Baptist Handbook For Church 
Members” by M. L. Moser, Jr. 

“Once saved, always saved” is not merely a “denominational” viewpoint, or 
exclusive to Baptist dogma today. Such stances are creeping into churches of 
Christ across the country, as well. For example….

“I believe that if a person is genuinely saved they're eternally saved , and that the
work of the Holy Spirit —Ephesians 1:13, ‘When you believed you were  sealed 
with the Spirit'—that sealing is effective and  eternal. If a person is genuinely 
saved, then nobody can snatch them out of the Father's hands.  That's a
 discovery that I have made in the last decade or so  that I don't think I embraced
early on. But when you  discover that salvation belongs to the Lord and  doesn't 
belong to you, that is good news”….from (“Max Lucado Transcends Church of 
Christ Beliefs”, May 9, 2005 by Michael Foust). 

These were the very doctrines and teachings that George Sodini was exposed to, 
and these doctrines would ultimately affect his decision to embark on his 
horrific slaughter of helpless, innocent women. George Sodini himself said so. 
There are certainly many millions of members of churches globally which follow 
“Once saved, always saved”, and Calvinism, who would NEVER act as Sodini 
did, but the fact remains that if followed to its logical and indisputable 
conclusion, “Once saved, always saved” does indeed provide persons a “free 
pass” to embark on acts of evil, with impunity….and George Sodini's actions are 
merely the physical manifestations of words that other OSAS proponents have 
written and promoted over the years…

"If I killed my wife and mother and debauched a thousand women, I couldn't go 
to hell -- in fact, I couldn't go to hell if I wanted to. If on the judgment day, I 
should find that my loved ones are lost and should lose all desire to be saved, 
and should beg God to send me to hell with them, He couldn't do it"….Bill 
Foster, Louisville, KY Baptist preacher, The Weekly Worker, March 12, 1959. 

“We take the position that a Christian's sins do not damn his soul. The way a 
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Christian lives, what he says, his character, his conduct, or his attitude toward 
other people have nothing whatever to do with the salvation of his soul...All the 
prayers a man may pray, all the Bibles he may read, all the  churches he may 
belong to, all the services he may attend, all the sermons he may practice, all the 
debts he may pay, all the ordinances he may observe, all the laws he may keep, 
all the benevolent acts he may perform will not make his soul one whit safer; and
all the sins he may commit from idolatry to murder will not make his soul in any 
more danger... The way a man lives has nothing whatever to do with the 
salvation of his soul... The way I live has nothing whatsoever to do with the 
salvation of my soul"...see “Do A Christian's Sins Damn His Soul?” in 4-9-1953 
issue of Gospel Guardian….“Do A Christian's Sins Damn His Soul?" by Sam 
Morris- Baptist Preacher With Refutation By Ken Thomas-Gospel Preacher”, By 
Kenneth E. Thomas, www.biblebanner.com, and “The Possibility of Apostasy”, 
C. R. Nichol, page 74 

Footnote: Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are from the KJV
Bible.
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THE GRACES OF COMPASSION AND
KINDNESS

Dub McClish
Denton, Texas

Introduction

Among the many attractive and ennobling traits of character urged upon 
servants of God and followers of Christ are the twin virtues of compassion and 
kindness. These sweet attributes are appreciated and admired even by the 
uncompassionate and unkind.

Definitions

There are two principal words translated “compassion” in the Old Testament. 
Racham, according to the Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament, is the 
type of feeling or conduct the superior would have for the inferior, such as an 
adult would normally have for a helpless infant. The other word often rendered 
“compassion” in the Old Testament is chamal, meaning to pity or to show pity. 
There is one word used far more than any other in the Old Testament for 
“kindness.” It is chesed, referring to a kindly disposition.

A greater variety of words for these two traits is found in the New Testament. 
The most frequently used term is splanchnizomai, literally meaning, “to be 
moved as to one's inward parts,” according to W.E. Vine. It has to do with the 
pity toward or sparing of another out of a deep love. The next most-used word 
for compassion (often “mercy” in ASV) is eleeo and the kindred adjective, 
eleemon. These words have to do with feeling for the misery or misfortune of 
another. Our English word, eleemosynary, is derived from these Greek words. 
The one other word used with any frequency for “compassion” is sumpatheo and
the kindred adjective, sumpathes. This is a compound word composed of pascho
(to suffer) and the preposition, sun (with), thus, “to suffer with.” Obviously, our 
English word, sympathy, derives directly from these Greek terms.

The consistent Greek word for “kindness” in the New Testament is chrestotes, 
meaning usefulness or beneficence, thus one who is kind as a helper or 
benefactor. The other words for kindness are all compounds based on philos, 
connoting affection. It is worth noticing that the LXX translators most 
frequently used eleeos to translate both racham (compassion) and chesed 



(kindness).

The Compassion and Kindness of Deity

The compassion of God is extolled in Psa. 86:15: But thou, O Lord, art a God full
of compassion, and gracious, longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth. 
Notice the companion virtues to compassion in God's nature: graciousness, 
longsuffering, mercy, and truthfulness. God's compassion is linked not only with
mercy and graciousness in Psa. 145:8, but with his being slow to anger. God's 
sending of the prophets to warn his people of doom if they failed to repent is 
credited to God's compassion (2 Chr. 36:15). Nehemiah says that it was because 
of great kindness that God did not destroy Israel completely because of her 
rebellion in the wilderness (Neh. 9:17). The willingness of God to forgive those 
who genuinely repent is due in part to the fact that he is of great kindness (Joel 
2:13). God's ultimate expression of kindness is seen in the sending of the Christ 
(Eph. 2:7).

These traits also graced the earthly life of our Lord. Upon seeing the multitudes 
who were like sheep without a shepherd, Jesus was moved with compassion for 
them (Mat. 9:36). When he saw the needs of the vast multitude from the cities 
that followed him into the country, he had compassion on them (Mat. 14:14). 
Time after time we read the same expression concerning Christ. In every case he 
did something to help the objects of his compassion. The term kindness is used 
to describe the entire earthly life and sacrificial death of Christ in Titus 3:4, since
these were of the fullest benefit for us.

Compassion and Kindness in God’s People

Since these are the traits of Deity and we are to be holy even as God is holy (1 
Pet. 1:16) and since Christ is to be formed in us (Gal. 4:19), it follows that these 
will be found in God's faithful servants. The upright man is gracious, and full of 
compassion and righteousness (Psa. 112:4). The Hebrew Christians were 
commended for exercising compassion on them that were in bonds (Heb. 10:34).
Paul exemplified kindness, along with other laudable traits, lest he cause some 
to stumble and so that he might commend himself to the Corinthians as a 
servant of God (2 Cor. 6:3–6).

Exhortations to be Kind and Compassionate
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Those who would be servants of God are exhorted to exercise these beautiful 
traits. The prophet Zechariah commanded Israel, Execute true judgment, and 
shew mercy and compassions every man to his brother (Zec. 7:9). Jesus 
identified the trait of mercy as a weightier matter of the law in his last public 
discourse (Mat. 23:23). (Mercy is here translated

from eleeos, sometimes rendered “kindness.”) Paul often urges this 
commendable trait upon us: And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving each other, even as God also in Christ forgave you (Eph. 4:32). He 
further tells us the source of true kindness when he writes, love is kind (1 Cor. 
13:4).

The practice of kindness and compassion is urged (although the words 
themselves are not used) in Ephesians 4:28: Let him that stole steal no more: 
but rather let him labor, working with his hands the thing that is good, that he 
may have whereof to give to him that hath need. Galatians 6 contains several 
charges that can flow only from a heart of kindness and compassion: The erring 
brother is to be restored in a spirit of gentleness (v. 1). We are to bear one 
another's burdens (v. 2). We are to supply the good things our teachers and 
preachers deserve (v. 6). We are to do good unto all men especially to our 
brethren (v. 10). These beautiful traits are an inherent part of the practice of 
pure religion that will cause one to supply the needs of the orphan and widow 
(Jam. 1:27).

Limitations of Kindness and Compassion

While lauding these all too-uncommon virtues, perhaps a word of warning needs
to be spoken to keep them in balance. They must never be used to excuse a 
compromising attitude toward the Truth of God's Word. In the name of 
“kindness” some would even withhold the Truth from their neighbor lest he be 
offended. It is no mark of compassion to neglect to speak the whole counsel of 
God whereby one might be saved, whether it be to a brother or an enemy. Nor 
does a kind disposition contradict the capacity to raise one's voice in bold protest
against sin and error, as our Lord often did. Paul was compassionate, but he still 
called Elymas the sorcerer thou son of the devil to his face (Acts 13:10). As with 
the admirable trait of sincerity, so with kindness and compassion—they are not 
the totality of Truth and righteousness. While they are required in men to please 
God, they are not the only things that are required.
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Conclusion

Let us cultivate the sweet disposition that can be born only of kindness and 
compassion, all the while determined to stand firm in all of the Truth of the 
Gospel.

Endnote

All Scripture quotations are from the American Standard Version, unless 
otherwise indicated.

[Note: I wrote this MS for and presented it orally at Freed Hardeman College 
Lectures, February 6–10, 1984. It was published in the book of the lectures, 
Everyday Christianity, ed. Winford Claiborne (Henderson, TN: Freed-
Hardeman College).
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Truth is a most precious thing.
In our world, everyone is searching for something. If you are searching for answers to

questions regarding God, Jesus, hope, happiness, faith, life after death, good and evil, the
church, the Bible, God's plan for you, or Jesus' love for you, the answers to these can be

found in this series of programs.

 Click Here to View The Videos

http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom/?page_id=1058
http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom/?page_id=1058


Your Site for Bible Exposition, Exegesis, and
Commentary on a wide variety of  topics and

passages 
http://thescripturecache.com
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BLESSED ASSURANCE

John P. Mabrey
Hilham, Tennessee

Do you ever feel insecure or uncertain about things?  I would imagine we all do 
on occasion. Sometimes the confidence is just not there.  Sometimes it is your 
conscience eating at you.  You feel unworthy or ineffective or perhaps even 
guilty.  The conscience can be a good tool at times convicting us or our faults.  
However, our consciences can also be a tool of Satan.  When he convinces you 
that you have no hope, then he has used his tool effectively against you.  The 
Christian has a blessed assurance based on the grace of our God.  We have 
assurance in God's presence before God; we have the assurance of God's 
presence because we are beloved by God; and we have assurance because of our 
work for God. We all need encouragement from time to time and John gives it to
us in the main text for this article.  Open your Bible to the book of First John, 
and read First John chapter 3, verses 19-24.

Let us notice first of all, our assurance we stand before God.  The image 
presented here is like that of a courtroom.  As the accused one stands before the 
judge,(Now that is not typically a very assuring position), but we stand there 
being accused.  Who is our accuser?  SATAN!  He accuses us before God, making
accusation after accusation against our morality, our character, and our 
obedience.  Satan accuses us before ourselves, working that conscience against 
our hearts and minds, convincing us that we are not worthy and that we are not 
lovable.  Satan wins if his accusations make us give up the fight for the Lord.  But
God is the judge before whom we stand and God's opinion of us is really what 
matters in the end.  Our judge knows that we need encouragement.  Courtrooms 
can be very scary places.  I have been summoned for jury duty before and I know
this.  Our hearts can seem cruel and condemning with Satan working on them.  
But our God assures us in the truth as we stand before him that He loves us.  We 
are sure that he is greater than our sin.  I cannot commit a sin that is greater 
than God.  Some people have done some pretty horrific things in their lives.  But 
none are greater than God's grace can handle.  In fact, Christ died for the most 
unlikely groups in our minds.  Consider those in Acts chapter 2 on the day of 
Pentecost.  Just 50 days prior to Pentecost that group of people that responded 
to the Lord's invitation had shouted. “CRUCIFY HIM! CRUCIFY HIM!”  Jesus 
even died for those who drove the nails into his flesh and the one who pierced 
his side.  He died for the one that drove that crown of thorns into his head.  And 
he saved one of the thieves on the cross that was crucified beside him.  The only 
sin that is not forgiven is the one from which you refuse to repent.  This 
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assurance helps us stay the course and overcome our weaknesses and to be 
victorious over the attacks of Satan.  Our lives stand on trial before God 
everyday.  Our only defense is to plead guilty and ask for mercy.  We have 
assurance of that mercy.  Though guilty, He will declare our innocence. This is 
the true definition of justification.  We can have blessed assurance also because 
we are beloved by God.

Yes, we have assurance because we are beloved by God.  John calls us beloved.  
John is speaking of God's love for us.  We sing a song from time to time:  “The 
gospel is for all.”  And it is!  But God's love is for all as well, if we will only accept 
and submit to that love in loving obedience to Him. We are God's beloved when 
we keep his commandments.  In keeping the commandments of God, this is the 
time when your heart will not condemn you.  We spoke before of having a guilty 
conscience.  To avoid that guilty conscience we simply obey God.  There is no 
need to fear that the police are going to give you a speeding ticket when you are 
obeying the speed limit.  First John 4:18 says, “There is no fear in love; but 
perfect love casteth out fear:  because fear hath torment.  He that feareth is not 
made perfect in love.”  We need not fear punishment for crimes we did not 
commit regardless of Satan's empty accusations.  In other words, there is no 
need to feel condemnation when you are living righteously.  When we obey Him 
we actually please God and He will not destroy us for being obedient.  So, what is
the command in particular?  The command is two-fold.  First, we are 
commanded to believe in Jesus the Christ as God's son, and second, we are 
commanded to love one another.  Belief involves obedience.  One cannot have 
faith in God and not be obedient to Him.  One must never separate the two.  
James 2:26 says, “For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without 
works is dead also.”  Faith without obedience is a dead faith.  Faith means doing
what God has told us to do.  Love demands humility; understanding the needs of
others as equal to or greater than your own.  We must demonstrate genuine love 
for others as Christians following the example Jesus set for us.  Jesus washed the
feet of his apostles in John 13 to show his love and humility before them.  He 
healed many sick and fed many hungry demonstrating his love and compassion 
for others.  He went to the cross to show just how much love He has for us.  
When asked how much He loved us, Jesus stretched out his hands on the cross 
and said, “This much.”  My friends, that is the love that we must have for one 
another.  Then we will not fear God's punishment and we will not fear Satan's 
accusations.

Finally, God's blessed assurance is given to us: because of our work.  The 
assurance we receive is because of the lives we live.  That is, when we live lives of
love and dedicated service and effort.  This life does not EARN our assurance.  It 
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is a gift of the grace of God.  Ephesians 2:8-10 tells us, “For by grace ye are 
saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of 
works, lest any man should boast.  For we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should 
walk in them.”  But the assurance promised here depends on what we do with 
that grace that God has given.  We are assured because we keep His 
commandments and please Him.  Proverbs 12:15 – “The way of the fool is right 
in his own eyes:  but he that hearkeneth unto counsel is wise.”  Before his death,
Elvis Presley recorded a song: “I did it my way.”  Folks, to do things your own 
way may seem best to you.    But in reality, this is a very foolish venture.  
Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 says, “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:  
Fear God, and keep his commandments:  for this is the whole duty of man.  For
God shall bring every work into judgment , with every secret thing, whether it 
be good, or whether it be evil.”   God's will is the wisest course of action in our 
lives.  And according to this passage God's will is the ONLY course of action that 
will see us to the destination that God desires that we have, that is, an 
everlasting home in eternity in heaven.  Doing God's will is the only thing that 
brings about God's assurance that Satan's accusations will not be heard in God's 
court.  When you go your own way, Satan's accusations are true and you need to 
be filled with fear of judgment.  When you practice God's way, then Satan's 
accusations are false and you can ignore them, because God is going to ignore 
them also.

Yes, it is true, we all feel insecure and uncertain sometimes.  The danger to our 
souls is when those feelings make us believe that it is futile to keep going.  God is
bigger than our sins and is bigger than all the lies of Satan combined.  But we 
must live so that Satan's accusations are lies so that we can have God's blessed 
assurance in our hearts.  First, remember that you stand before God and not 
before Satan.  Satan's opinion of you means absolutely nothing.  God is the one 
who makes the final decision based on your life;  NOT Satan's claims.  Know that
God gives that assurance to His righteous people.  Remember that you are one of
God's beloved.  God wants you to live with him forever.  He has gone to great 
lengths to give you every opportunity.  He hopes to tell you to enter into his 
eternal rest.  You have assurance because you live a faithful life to Him.  If you 
follow Satan's road, you will be found guilty of his accusations.  If you travel 
down the narrow path of Jesus, you will be justified in the end, and proclaimed 
innocent of the crimes for which Satan accuses you.  This is only possible when 
we choose to live the Christian life of faithful obedience to God and love for one 
another.  Live your life, so that his blessed assurance will rest securely on your 
heart, and you can ignore the tugs and the traps of Satan's false accusations.  
Won't you live for Jesus today?
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A RESPONSE TO KEVIN PENDERGRASS AND
HIS “STUDY ON MUSIC IN THE CHURCH”

(PART 2)

Doug Post 
Salisbury, Maryland 

In this our second respond, we continue addressing the false doctrine of Kevin
Pendergrass concerning Instrumental music in worship. 

Pendergrass: How many sermons have you heard that teach we are saved by 
faith, but not faith only? This makes a very valid point. Faith doesn’t mean faith 
only. But, have we added to the word of God by teaching that “sing” means “sing 
only?” There is no language where the word “sing” intrinsically means “sing 
only” to the exclusion of instruments. If the word “sing” automatically excludes 
instruments, then why must it always be qualified with the word “only?” The 
reason is because “sing” doesn’t intrinsically exclude instruments. There is 
absolutely no evidence whatsoever that the Greek words used for sing in the New
Testament (“psallo,” “ado” and “humneo”) ever excluded instruments. None of 
the words used in the New Testament for “sing” ever meant “sing only” or “sing 
to the exclusion of instruments.” These are not specific words that exclude 
instruments. Those believing that these words exclude instruments would be 
obligated to provide the evidence. 

In fact, the Greek word “psallo” used in the New Testament is a word that 
permits instruments. There are five occurrences of the Greek word “psallo” in 
the New Testament (Eph, 5:19; 1 Cor. 14:15 twice; Ja. 5:13; Rom. 15:9). In the 
Greek Old Testament, the word “psallo” is a word which can include instruments
(1 Sam. 16:16; 1 Sam. 16:17; 1 Sam. 16:18; 1 Sam. 16:23; 1 Sam. 18:10; 1 Sam. 
19:9; 2 Kings 3:15; Psa. 33:3; etc.). It is important to note that while the word 
“psallo” can include instruments, it doesn’t necessitate them. This can be seen by
the way it is translated in the Greek Old Testament (Judges 5:3; 1 Sam. 16:16; 1 
Sam. 16:17; 1 Sam. 16:18; 1 Sam. 16:23; 1 Sam. 18:10; 1 Sam. 19:9; 2 Sam. 22:50; 
2 Kings 3:15; Psa. 7:17; Psa. 9:2; Psa. 9:11; Psa. 18:49; Psa. 21:13; Psa. 27:6; Psa. 
30:4; Psa. 30:12; Psa. 33:2; Psa. 33:3; Psa. 47:6; Psa. 47:6; Psa. 47:7; Psa. 57:7; 
Psa. 57:9; Psa. 59:17; Psa. 61:8; Psa. 66:2; Psa. 66:4; Psa. 68:25; Psa. 68:32; Psa.
69:12; Psa. 71:22; Psa. 71:23; Psa. 75:9; Psa. 92:1; Psa. 98:4; Psa. 98:5; Psa. 
104:33; Psa. 105:2; Psa. 108:1; Psa. 108:3; Psa. 135:3; Psa. 138:1; Psa. 144:9; Psa.
146:2; Psa. 147:7; Psa. 149:3).
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I studied every occurrence of the word “psallo” in the Greek Old Testament and 
above you will find an exhaustive list of every time the word “psallo” occurs. It is 
important to note that the word “psallo” itself never excluded instruments. 
Furthermore, examples of those living close to the time of Jesus such as 
Josephus and other Hellenistic Jews can be cited to show that they used the 
word “psallo” in such a way as to be able to include instruments (Corbitt, 
Danny.Missing More Than Music, p. 28).

Doug Post: While I appreciate very much appreciate the efforts of brother 
Pendergrass in providing a word study on the word psallo. It seems he has gone 
out of his way to create a straw man, to beat, in order to sustain his error, or he 
simply has ignored the context.  My guess is both! 

The common notion is that the instrument inheres the word psallo, due to its 
meaning, which is “to pluck, twitch, twang” and “to play a stringed instrument 
with the fingers.” However, a more accurate description is that the word psallo 
can have a connection to using an instrument. In other words, when used by 
itself, with no reference to musical instruments within the context, it simply 
means sing (e.g. 2 Sam.22:50). But, when used with reference to an instrument 
it means play (e.g. Psalm 33:2-3; 97:4-5; 144:9; 147:7, etc.). Typically the 
instrument is named, like the harp, psaltery or a timbrel, and that is what was to 
be played in the context. Therefore, when we come to the New Testament, psallo 
always means sing, not having reference to playing an instrument, because of 
the absence of any named instrument. This really is very simple, but men like 
Pendergrass, either being confused, woefully ignorant, or having an agenda (to 
introduce mechanical instruments into New Testament worship), create their 
own straw man to beat, unmercifully, so as to appear competent on the subject. 
However, there is such a thing as “appearance vs. reality,” and reality is lacking 
in Pendergrass’ investigative practices. 
  
Pendergrass: If Paul wanted to exclude and forbid instruments from worship, 
why would He have used a word that was inclusive to instruments? Neither the 
Greeks nor the Hellenistic Jews would have understood the word “psallo” to 
exclude instruments. The Greek word “psallo” didn’t exclude instruments in the 
Greek Old Testament and the Greek word “psallo” didn’t exclude instruments in 
the first century. Therefore, there is absolutely no basis for anyone to objectively 
argue that the word “psallo” (which never excluded instruments) somehow 
excludes instruments the five times it is used in the New Testament. God 
certainly knows how to make something clear when He is being specific and 
exclusive. Since none of the words used for “sing” in the New Testament means 
“sing only,” God could have still excluded instruments with these words by 
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adding the word “only” to “sing” if He wanted to. The word translated “only” is 
used some 47 times in the New Testament
(http://biblehub.com/greek/3441.htm). If God wanted to make “sing” mean 
“sing only,” He certainly could have. Yet, He never did.Interestingly enough, this
poses an important question. Who is actually adding to the Word of God? Is it 
those who believe instruments are authorized or is it those who believe that we 
are only authorized to “sing only?” If God never gave a law condemning 
instruments in worship and if God never excluded their use in the New 
Testament, then, who has “gone beyond that which is written, teaching 
as doctrine the commandments of men” (1 Cor. 4:6; Mk. 7:7-9)?

Doug Post: It must be noted that Pendergrass understands that psallo MAY or 
MAY NOT be connected to the instrument. However, please note his above 
citation which reads: “Hellenistic Jews can be cited to show that they used the 
word “psallo” in such a way as to be able to include instruments.” Pendergrass 
seemingly goes from psallo MAY allow for instruments to his adamant, “Neither 
the Greeks nor the Hellenistic Jews would have understood the word “psallo” to 
exclude instruments.” Again, as has been noted above, the usage of psallo within 
a context will determine the meaning. It MAY mean simply to sing or it MAY 
mean playing an instrument. But to further demonstrate the disingenuous of 
Pendergrass, not what he writes: “Therefore, there is absolutely no basis for 
anyone to objectively argue that the word “psallo” (which never excluded 
instruments) somehow excludes instruments the five times it is used in the New 
Testament. First, Pendergrass tells us the word psallo may include or exclude 
instruments, then he argues that it cannot exclude – that it must include! 

However, as stated previously, when discussing whether the instrument is 
“included “ or “excluded” will not depend, SOLELY, upon the word psallo, but 
upon whether there is a specific instrument named within the context or not. If 
there is, then it will mean play, but if there isn’t, it will mean sing. Again, in the 
New Testament, when psallo is used, it is never used in connection with a 
mechanical instrument, because NO instruments are used in the New Testament
worship or praise to which psallo may refer.  So, contrary to Pendergrass, there 
is a basis for excluding mechanical instruments from worship.  

Although he doesn’t like it to be said, I have to make mention of the fact that 
these arguments from Pendergrass are nothing new. Everett Ferguson 
thoroughly examined the usage of psallo in his book A Cappella Music in the 
Public Worship of the Church, now in its fourth edition. The exclusion of an 
instrument by churches of Christ is not from the words for sing but from the 
PRINCIPLE that one worships God according to what God commands. 
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Pendergrass readily recognizes that God does not have to say "NO" to every 
possibility, but a positive command authorizes only what it says.

Regarding Pendergrass’s absurd quibble, about which party is adding to the 
word of God, “proponents” or “opponents” of instrumental music, it should be 
obvious that the one who "adds to" the word of God is the one who ADDS 
something to what is expressly said in the Bible.  All of Pendergrass’s reasoning 
depends on the claim that psallo NEVER excludes the instrument, a claim that 
Ferguson and many other scholars, in and out of the church, disprove.  If one 
has to have an express prohibition in the Bible in order to exclude something, 
then the door is opened to a host of things (Again, something the author 
recognizes but does not want to admit in regard instrumental music).

Pendergrass: Since Christians are supposed to “psallo” and the word “psallo” 
never excluded instruments, does that mean that Christians are commanded to 
play a mechanical instrument? I used to use this argument when I believed that 
instruments were unauthorized in worship. In other words, I used to argue that 
if the word “psallo” didn’t exclude instruments, then that means that all 
Christians have to use instruments. However, this argument assumes that the 
word “psallo” is a word that demands a mechanical instrument and that is just 
not the case as can be seen by multiple passages (Psa. 7:17; Psa. 9:2; Psa. 9:11; 
Psa. 47:6; Psa. 47:6; Psa. 47:6; Psa. 47:6; Psa. 47:7; Psa. 57:7; Psa. 57:9; Psa. 
59:17; Psa. 61:8; Psa. 66:2; Psa. 66:4; Psa. 66:4; Psa. 68:4; etc.).

According to the Bible, you can “psallo” acceptably with or without a mechanical 
instrument. If God would have commanded Christians to play, we would expect 
to see words that necessitate playing (such as “kitharizo,” “auleo” or “kreko”). 
However, that is not what we find. Instead, we find that the word “psallo” is a 
word that authorizes instruments but doesn’t necessitate them.

Furthermore, the Greek word combination that Paul uses in Ephesians 5:19 is 
“ado” and “psallo.” These two words are paired together multiple times in the 
Greek Old Testament and they never exclude  instruments nor do they 
necessitate  instruments. 

The paring of “ado” and “psallo” can be praise without an instrument (Judges 
5:3; Psa. 27:6; Psa. 68:4; etc.) or it can be praise with an instrument (Psa. 33:2-
3; etc.). Therefore, one could acceptably “ado” and “psallo” to God with or 
without a mechanical instrument.

Doug Post:  Contradictions abound with the Pendergrass. Note the very first 
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sentence of the above section where he says: “Since Christians are supposed to 
“psallo” and the word “psallo” never excluded instruments, does that mean that 
Christians are commanded to play a mechanical instrument?” He then goes on 
to say: “However, this argument assumes that the word “psallo” is a word that 
demands a mechanical instrument and that is just not the case as can be seen by 
multiple passages …” First he says psallo never EXCLUDES the instrument and 
in the very same breath says that it does not DEMAND the instrument. Oh 
consistency thou art a jewel! 

Pendergrass than makes another little quibble about “ado” and “psallo” are 
paired together. Once again, we find in the very passages he uses for his proof-
texts, that there are no mechanical instruments used in connection with the 
word psallo. Therefore, the context is speaking of singing praises only. However, 
in Judges 5:3, the context is clearly about using an instrument as psallo is used 
in connection with an instrument.  Pendergrass simply does not grasp word 
usage or context! 

By the way, since Pendergrass wants there to be a necessary connection with 
psallo and mechanical instruments, and psallo means to pluck, with an inherent 
quality of plucking stringed instruments, then how can Pendergrass argue for all 
kinds of mechanical instruments? Of course, this is exactly what happens when 
there is inconsistency with one’s arguments.
 
Pendergrass: In Ephesians 5:19, the Bible says that Christians are to sing and 
make melody in their heart (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16). Some argue that if the melody 
is to be made in the heart, then that would somehow exclude melody being made
on a piano, a guitar or any other instrument. Some claim that the instrument 
that we are to pluck is the instrument of our heart strings, thus, excluding any 
mechanical instruments. This alleged argument holds no weight and should be 
dismissed for the following reasons.

The phrase “in your heart” in Ephesians 5:19 is an adverbial prepositional 
phrase which describes the manner of the action, not the method (Gen. 17:17; 
Josh. 14:7; Psa. 15:2; Prov. 3:5; Psa. 119:2; Lk. 2:19; Mt. 5:28; etc.). “Things done
from the heart i.e. cordially or sincerely, truly” (Thayer, Joseph. Greek-English 
Lexicon, p. 325). Paul is teaching Christians that they need to worship and praise
God sincerely. What makes any action “dead” or “in vain” (whether it be an 
instrument or vocal music) is the heart from which it proceeds (Mk. 7:7-9). 
“Whether with instrument or with voice or with both it is all for naught if the 
adoration is not in the heart” (Robertson, A.T. Word Pictures in the New 
Testament, vol. 4, p. 405). The idea is that the praise needs to come from the 
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heart in order to be acceptable (Mk. 12:30; Mt. 22:37-38).

The heart was an essential component with singing under the Old Law (Psa. 9:1; 
57:7), which obviously didn’t exclude mechanical instruments (Psa. 57:7; Psa. 
138:1; etc.). If they could use an instrument while singing in their heart, then 
that means that singing in your heart doesn’t exclude an instrument. Singing in 
the heart has never excluded mechanical instruments. The Bible teaches that it 
is possible to sing in your heart with the accompaniment of a mechanical 
instrument. Singing “in your heart” does not nor has it ever excluded a 
mechanical instrument.

It needs to also be noted that Ephesians 5:19 says that both the singing and the 
melody are to be done in the heart (see also: Colossians 3:16). If the phrase “in 
your heart” means inward and silent, then one is forced to conclude that the 
singing must also be inward and silent since it is to be done “in the heart.”  
Whatever “in the heart” means with one action in Ephesians 5:19, it must also 
mean with the other. Therefore, if this reasoning were to be taken to its logical 
conclusion, it would exclude vocal praise since the singing is to be done “in the 
heart.” Therefore, according to this type of reasoning, the only authorized kind 
of singing would be “mental singing.”

Furthermore, I believe we have to be careful to make sure we are consistent with 
any argument that we claim is an argument of “exclusion.” For example, James 
5:13 says, “Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let
him sing psalms.” Is this a law of exclusion? Is God being specific? Does this 
mean that if I am suffering, I can’t pray  and  go to the doctor? Does this mean 
that I can only sing a psalm when I am cheerful? What if I am not cheerful? 
What if I am sad? Am I authorized to sing a psalm then? These questions could 
be endless. We need to be careful that we do not overstate a point when speaking
about “statements of exclusion.”

Psallo in both the Old and New Testaments and early Christian literature no 
longer included an instrument in its usage, a point lost in Pendergrass’s attempt 
here. Historians of music ALL agree that early Christian worship did not 
necessarily include instrumental music, and this remained true for centuries and
is still true of Orthodox churches. Even the very liberal translations of the Bible 
understood that Psallo meant sing when no instrument is named, including the 
very liberal scholars of the NIV.  Pendergrass wrestles with the phrase "in the 
heart" in Ephesians 5:19.  Zwingli and some of his students in the Reformation 
tried to construe the phrase with singing and so concluded that vocal singling as 
well as instrumental music had no authorization in the New Testament. 
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 Moreover, what Pendergrass fails to comprehend is that the parallel 
construction in the Old Testament indicates that "in the heart" goes only with 
the playing or "making melody”   

The point, however, is that a specific instrument is provided for us – the heart. 
Here is where playing is to be done. The heart is to be played and it is certainly 
specified for us. Therefore, two participle commands are given in Ephesians 
5:19: 1. SINGING (adontes) and 2. PLAYING (psallantes). The SINGING (the 
fruit of thy lips – Heb.13:15) is accompanied with PLAYING. But what exactly is 
to be played (plucked)? A harp? A lyre? A psaltery? No, the apostle Paul 
specifically states the HEART! This is the only thing that is to be played while 
engaged singing praises to God!
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‘EXCUSES, NO REAL REASON’ Pt.1

Stephane Maillet
Canada

Cornelius was “a devout man and one who feared God with all his household, 
and gave many alms to the Jewish people and prayed to God continually.” 
(Acts10:2). The inspired scriptures tell us that this man, Cornelius, was a 
believer in God, one who sincerely gave his life for the Creator. He was devout 
(committed) to the LORD. Yet still, Peter the apostle had to teach him the gospel
so as to offer him the choice to accept and obey the manner in which Jesus 
Christ commanded one to be saved under the New Covenant (Acts 34:43). 
Cornelius had not yet attained salvation (eternity in heaven) despite the fact that
he believed and prayed to God. Cornelius could have told Peter “you have your 
beliefs and I have mine, I believe I’m saved, I have my own personal relationship
with God,” but he didn’t, rather he listened, accepted, obeyed and was baptized 
according to the teachings of Christ (Matthew 28:19) through the apostles 
doctrine (Acts 10:47-48). 

Many people claim to love God and pray to Him but have yet to obey the gospel 
that Christ bled for because they stay loyal to manmade doctrines and have been 
deceived to believe them genuine (Matthew 15:9). One has“He will punish 
(eternally) those who do not know God and do not OBEY the GOSPEL of our 
Lord Jesus.” – 2 Thessalonians 1:8OneOne to let go denominational baggage to 
be able to understand the truth, remove the veil from the eyes.  The road is 
broad that leads to destruction for those who keep the weight of false teachings 
(Matthew 7:13). If you don’t obey the gospel of Christ then you don’t know God 
(2 Thessalonians 1:8), regardless of your own personal claims, you will be 
departed from His presence (Matthew 7:23). 

Many individuals cling to error, they inherited them from their parents, 
grandparents and so on without ever questioning its authority. Is telling God: 
“well that’s what my parents believed so that’s what I’m going to believe” 
acceptable? Let me be honest and tell you with love, NO, the Lord will not allow 
that excuse unpunished. Friends, not obeying the gospel of Christ because you 
think you have already done so through denominational means will NOT give 
you permission to enter heaven. I urge you, please open you heart/mind to the 
possibility that you still have something to learn/accept/obey and apply to 
receive pardon from your sins and attain salvation. Cornelius obeyed and didn’t 
find any excuses to tell God, will you do the same? The saints pray you will.
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“Whoever believes AND is baptized WILL be SAVED” – (Mark 16:16).
1+1=2/B+B=S“ Whoever believes AND is baptized will be saved” – Mark 16:1 
“There are many excuses why people don’t obey the gospel but no real reason.”

God bless

*All scripture references are taken from the KJV unless otherwise noted.

Evangelist Needed

There  is a real need for a good man willing to start a new work out in 
Washington State. This preacher would need to be self supporting to 
start out. There is a couple already in the town of Ellensburg who
would like to see the Lord's church established there that will be sound
and follow the scripture. This will be a daunting task as the churches 
around the area have gone into apostasy. If you believe you are up to 
such a challenge please use the contact information below for more in 
site and information.

Thank you 
Jim Miller

Contact Information

Chuck Verkist, 906 East 2nd ave. Ellensburg, Wa. 98926 
(509) 925-2593 or cverkist@kvalley.com 
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