
The Keys Of The Kingdom
December 2016 - Vol: 3  Number: 12

Published By: J.F. Miller
Editor: J.F. Miller 

©Copyright 2016 All Rights Reserved

To Visit Our Website 
Click Link Below

Keys Of The Kingdom

The Keys Of The Kingdom 1

http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom/


Contents
Our Staff Pg: 3

Editor's Note Jim Miller  Pg: 4

Get In The Closet Jeff Dye Pg: 9

Are Reasoned Conclusions Valid? Dub McClish  Pg: 14

God's Good Gifts John Mabrey  Pg: 20

Doug Post Pg:

Excuses Pt. 4 Stephane Maillet  Pg: 23 

The Keys Of The Kingdom 2



Our Writing Staff

Jim Miller

Jim Miller: Preacher at the Gray, church of Christ semi -retired, publisher, writer, editor.
A member of the Lords church since 1985. Preached in NC, TN, Ky, and Maine. Two 
years Co-hosting Bible Talk Radio. Owner of Keys Of The Kingdom magazine and 
website. 

Jeff Dye

I was born and raised in northeast Tennessee and brought up in Missionary and Freewill 
Baptist churches most of my life.  In in the baptist denomination until a good friend and 
elder in the church of Christ desired to study with me concerning my faith. It was 
through this study I learned the full truth of the gospel of Christ and was baptized for the
remission of my past sins on a Tuesday evening in January of 2001. My wife and I 
currently worship with the saints in Penrod, KY at the Mount Moriah congregation, 
where I also teach the adult bible class and do some preaching.
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John P. Mabrey: Preacher at the Hilham Church of Christ, Hilham, TN since July 2007.  
Has been a guest of the Gospel Broadcasting Network (GBN) "Bible Round Table."  
Attended Freed Hardeman University for two years.
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elders in 1992, devoting time to combined works of Gospel meetings, mission trips, and 
lectureships and to writing and editing sound Biblical materials. 

Doug Post
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Connecticut. Received his BA in Communications, UCONN; MA in Biblical Studies, 
Southern Christian University; New Testament Theology and New Testament Greek, 
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, Theological University of America. Doug is 
married to Debbie, his wife of 22 years.

If you would like to be a guest writer for TKOK you may contact me at 
jfmiller61@gmail.com. 

To announce up coming events like Gospel Meetings, Lectures, Singing events 
etc… Just use the email link above to contact me. Please feel free to tell others 
and have them sign up for their copy today. Use this link to join the mailing list. 
http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom/?page_id=1316 . 

 May God Bless You.      Jim and the Staff
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Editor's Notes

By Jim Miller
Gray, Maine

We Have A New Writer.

I want to take a moment to introduce you to our new writer brother Jeff Dye . 
Brother Dye is a former Baptist who came to realize he was living in error and 
turned to the Lord back in 2001 and was added to the church. He has been 
preaching the Gospel ever since. We are glad to have him with us and are sure 
you will enjoy his writing and teaching.

In The Name Of Good Works Pt. 2
The Individual

Jim Miller
Gray Maine

There are many folks who do not understand that there is a separation between 
what the church as a whole can do and what the individual can do when it comes
to “good works”. As an individual the bible clearly shows these differences.

What you and I can do in the name of “good works” as individuals such as 
supporting an institution like cancer research or support in helping in a shelter 
for the homeless is perfectly fine. However the church can not become involved 
in such actions in that there is no Bible authority for it. As an individual we may 
get together and do many thing outside the purview of the church but it must be 
remembered that the church's work is of a spiritual nature and bringing in the 
worldly actions such as yard sales, bake sales, fund raising and so on is not and 
never will be a “good work” approved of by God. 

God gives us as individuals certain obligations we are to perform that the church
has been commanded not to do. 1 Timothy 5:1-16, is a perfect example, Paul gave
charge to Christians to care for their aged parents stating, "But if any provide not
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for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, 
and is worse than an infidel" (1 Tim. 5:8). 

He went on to state that the church was to provide for those who were "widows 
indeed." He then gave the qualifications which a widow must meet before she 
can become the permanent responsibility of the church (1 Tim. 5:9-10). 

Paul then concluded, "if any man or woman that believeth have widows, let them
relieve them, and let not the church be charged; that it may relieve them that are
widows indeed" (1 Tim. 5:16). Paul plainly stated that there were some 
responsibilities given to the individual which cannot and must not be placed 
upon the church. Is caring for widows and orphans a “good work” of course it is 
but it must be done with the authority of scripture. For many years there has 
been a movement afoot to transfer individual “good works” such as 
entertainment and recreation of both youth and adult alike to the church. There 
simply is on scriptural authority for such “good works” by the church. 

The God has given to the individual is clearly different from that which he has 
given the church. Therefore the old adage of, "Whatever the individual can do, 
the church can do," is false. Just as the transferral of individual parental 
obligations to the church is a violation of God's will. 

Can an individual do the “good work” of opening a day care where other 
Christians may bring their children? Yes, of course they can. Yet today many 
would say we can let the church do this it is surly a “good work” why would God 
disapprove? We must remember that just because something may be a “good 
work” without scriptural authority it is not going to be approved of by God.

An individual has an obligation to their community where one lives. Each 
individual is to conduct themselves in a manner where neighbors can see their 
example as a Christian and that the “good work” might cause others to glorify 
God (1 Pet. 2:12; Col. 4:5; Matt. 5:13-16). The individual has an obligation to 
help the sick and needy of the world, whether they be Christian or not (Gal. 6:10;
Lk. 10:25-37). 

Luke records the well known story of  two Christians who appeared to be doing a
good work but lost their lives in the deception their hearts devised. They sold a 
piece of land and laid part of the price they received at the apostles' feet. They 
evidently left the impression they were placing it all there. Was this a “good 

The Keys Of The Kingdom 5



work”? Yes their giving was good but their intent and actions were wrong and 
they paid dearly with their lives for it. “Many will say to me in that day, Lord, 
Lord, have we not . . . in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I 
profess unto them, I never knew you; depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” 
Jesus called their “wonderful works” iniquity! Wonderful works in the eyes of 
men are not necessarily wonderful works in the eyes of God. They claimed they 
had done these things in the name of Jesus. Just because someone claims to be 
acting in the name of another person doesn’t make it so unless that person has 
really authorized him to do so. Affixing the Lord’s name to a practice or project 
does not automatically mean he authorizes or endorses it. 

My friends, do not be blinded by those who have carried on this man made farce 
that the church can do all the individual can in the name of “good works” and do 
not be unwise in believing that all “good work” are and will be approved of by 
God. Please, before you start a thing make sure it is authorized and not the other
way around of trying to justify it afterwards.

Till we meet again.

God bless
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Truth is a most precious thing.
In our world, everyone is searching for something. If you are searching for answers to

questions regarding God, Jesus, hope, happiness, faith, life after death, good and evil, the
church, the Bible, God's plan for you, or Jesus' love for you, the answers to these can be

found in this series of programs.

 Click Here to View The Videos

http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom/?page_id=1058
http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom/?page_id=1058


E-Sword

e-Sword is a fast and effective way to study the Bible. e-Sword is feature rich and
user friendly with more capabilities than you would expect in a free Bible app. 
The fact that e-Sword is free is just one of the blessings and does not speak of the
quality of the app. Below you'll find a list of features that you will discover helps 
make Bible study both enjoyable and enriching. 

Get it here
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“Get In The Closet” 

Jeff Dye
Lewisburg, Ky 

 
When Jesus was teaching on prayer in Matthew 6:5-13, He tells us how we 
should pray, saying “Thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to 
pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they 
may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.” Instead, 
Jesus gives the instruction for us to pray in our closets, getting away from all the 
things of this life, so that “thy father which seeth in secret shall reward thee 
openly.” 

We can see from the scriptures that the prayer life of a child of God is a very 
important part of our walk in Christ. From the poor and simple to the Son of 
God, men and women have found it needful to pray in time of grief, trials, 
persecutions, and even death. I would like for us to look at some of those faithful
saints and their prayers to the God of Heaven. I will begin with the Old 
Testament prophet Elijah.

In First Kings 17:17-22, we find Elijah at the home of a widow that lived in 
Zarephath where he had been staying. Her son had gotten so sick that he dies in 
her arms. The widow asks Elijah if he was the cause of her sons death but Elijah 
says “Give me thy son” and carries the boy upstairs to his room away from the 
widow as well as everything else and prays saying “O LORD my God, hast thou 
also brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son?” As
he prayed, he stretched himself over the boy three times, and prayed, “O LORD 
my God, I pray thee, let this child's soul come into him again.” God in hearing 
Elijah's prayer, restores the life of the boy unto him as Elijah had asked. Elijah 
knew God was able to raise the widows son from the dead. Elijah had prayed in 
secret in the closet and God rewarded him openly!

In Daniel 6:4-10, we find Daniel having to go against a new law that forbid 
anyone to petition God or man for thirty days. Daniel had always prayed before, 
in fact Daniel prayed three times a day and this was not going to stop him even if
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it meant his life. We all know the story of how Daniel was delivered by the hand 
of God from death in the den of lions and no matter what happened, Daniel was 
still going to pray to God despite what the consequences. By Daniel's faithful 
prayers, God rewarded him openly before King Darius. What if this was us? 
Would we still continue to pray knowing that our government would put us to 
death if they found out? What would that say about our faith in God if we obeyed
man rather than God? I submit to you that it would show our lack of faith in God
and could result in the loss of our immortal souls!

In various places throughout the Gospels we find our Lord praying, many times 
in secret. In Mark 1:35-39, we see Jesus praying in secret before He goes to other
towns through Galilee to preach. I wonder, how many preachers today do this? 
Do we just read and study from time to time in His word and never pray? How 
much time do we as preachers spend in prayer before the Lord? How many 
times in those prayers, if we're even praying at all, is in our secret place away 
from the world and carnal distractions? Preachers, it's time we get in our closets 
and pray in secret to our God! 

Jesus, the Son of God Himself took time to pray in secret on a mountain, Mark 
6: 46-47. He withdrew Himself to pray in secret in the wilderness after healing 
many who were sick, Luke 5:12-16. Also, in the book of Luke 6:12-13 Jesus 
prayed all night long on a mountain in secret to His Father. Why do we 
sometimes think we've done some great thing by praying 15 or 20 minutes? So 
many, self included, lack spending ample time in secret prayer to our Father, 
leaving our closets dusty from not being used and our lives subject to giving in to
sin!

In the real Lord's prayer found in John 17, we find when Jesus was once again 
praying in secret. He prays for His disciples, He prays for those who would 
believe because of their preaching which includes you and I, and He prays for 
Himself three times. When is the last time we prayed in our closets for our 
brethren? When was the last time we prayed in our closets for our erring 
brethren? When was the last time we were in our closets pouring our hearts out 
to God for those who have never obeyed the gospel of Jesus Christ?? When was 
the last time we called on our Heavenly Father for strength to overcome 
temptations we ourselves were facing? Since our Lord and Saviour is the 
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Supreme example to follow, do we truly find ourselves following Him in His 
example of secret prayer?

Failing to pray can leave us subject to failure. By looking at Peter's life while 
Christ was on Earth we can learn from his example of not praying like he should 
have. When Jesus went to the Garden of Gethsemane to pray on the night of His 
betrayal, He took Peter, James, and John with Him. We find that after Jesus had
been praying for a while, He came to the three and found them sleeping. Jesus 
even spoke to Peter and said “What, could ye not watch with me one hour? 
Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, 
but the flesh is weak.” , (Matthew 26:40-41). Jesus knew what was ahead but 
Peter and the others had no clue.

Because Peter failed to pray, when Jesus was arrested he began to show the 
weakness of the flesh Jesus had told him about by being hasty to defend Him 
and cut off the high priest's servants ear with a sword, John 18:10. Because Peter
failed to pray, when Jesus was taken away to appear before Annas and Caiaphas,
he followed “afar off”, Luke 22:54. When Jesus was being questioned, Peter kept
his distance from His trial, eventually trying to blend in with others outside the 
court. Because Peter had not been praying before hand at the request of the 
Master, he fell away even more as things progressed that night and denied Him 
openly three times just as Jesus had prophesied unto him, Luke 22:55-60. Had 
Peter prayed in the closet like Jesus had, there's no doubt in this writers mind 
that Peter would have had the spiritual strength he needed to stand firm for His 
Saviour in the time of testing! 

Recently, I had spoken with members of the Lord's church who freely admitted 
that they did not pray like we see Jesus instructing us to. And we wondering why
we fall to the temptations so often presented before us. As we can see, just by the
examples I have presented, that there is definitely power in prayer. We may not 
have the spiritual gifts that Jesus, His apostles, or even the Old Testament 
prophets had, but we still battle the things of the flesh and this life. Let us return 
to our prayer closets as our Master has instructed us to do and let us do it 
quickly. Right now in the United States of America, we have the freedom to 
worship our God as He has dictated through His inspired apostles by their 
writings, but what if those freedoms were to be taken away? Would we still have 
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the courage and boldness to continue praying to the God of Heaven if it meant 
giving our lives like Daniel, or would we be spiritually weak like Peter who had 
not been praying and then gave in to the weakness of the flesh when things 
became difficult?

We should view prayer as an important and much needed item in our daily lives,
as well as reading and studying His word. We need to be faithful in our prayers 
that we may be able to stand when things are difficult. We need to be in those 
closets praying in secret now when things seem to be easy and not wait to try 
and pray when trouble and heartache come. Let us be mindful of the words from
the apostle Paul to the church in Corinth, “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 
ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch
as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” (First Corinthians 
15:58) 

Note: All Scripture quotations are from the KJV Bible.
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Evangelist Needed

There  is a real need for a good man willing to start a new work out in 
Washington State. This preacher would need to be self supporting to 
start out. There is a couple already in the town of Ellensburg who
would like to see the Lord's church established there that will be sound
and follow the scripture. This will be a daunting task as the churches 
around the area have gone into apostasy. If you believe you are up to 
such a challenge please use the contact information below for more in 
site and information.

Thank you 
Jim Miller

Contact Information

Chuck Verkist, 906 East 2nd ave. Ellensburg, Wa. 98926 
(509) 925-2593 or cverkist@kvalley.com 
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ARE REASONED CONCLUSIONS VALID?

Dub McClish
Denton, Texas

Introduction

When the brethren opposed to congregational cooperation and orphan homes 
ran out of Scriptural positions several years ago they attacked what they called 
“human reason.” Tom Warren's devastating unanswerable syllogisms were 
ridiculed as “sillygisms,” but they remain unanswered to this day. Now we are 
seeing a reemergence of the ridicule of logic from the other end of the spectrum. 
The brethren who are so passionately trying to renovate the church are using the
tactic. In one of the periodicals published by and for brethren who have made 
shipwreck of the faith, an article attacks our logical method of Biblical 
interpretation. The writer apologizes for ever having taught such “garbage” as 
the distinction between generic and specific commands, the “mythical” (as he 
views it) necessary inference, and assertion that some examples are binding and 
others are not. His conclusion is that anything that must be established through 
the mind’s reasoning processes cannot be made a matter of fellowship 
(Integrity, March, 1970, p. 151). The author's reasoned conclusion that the 
application of reason in arriving at valid conclusions is invalid is an excellent 
demonstration of where the failure to properly use reason and logic will lead.

Several months ago I was in a gathering of a few families who had met to discuss
the “Holy Spirit.” After an elder had presented a fine Scriptural summary of the 
New Testament teaching on the subject, discussion was invited. One contributor 
(a former preacher) said that he probably agreed with most of the conclusions 
expressed by the elder, but that he wasn't sure that the Scriptures were really as 
certain as the elder had indicated on some points, such as the cessation of 
spiritual gifts as taught in First Corinthians 13:8–10. He went on to say that he 
felt that such a conclusion was arrived at through human reason” rather than 
through the teaching of Scripture itself. While this man yet claims not to believe 
in miraculous gifts for us today, his statement would have given encouragement 
to anyone present who did believe in their current availability. His implication 
was that a conclusion arrived at through the application of principles of logic 
and reason to the Scriptures is not valid, or is a least suspect. Or, to state this 
implication differently, unless a conclusion is explicitly “spelled out” in exact, 
concise wording in a single passage, it is not valid or authoritative.

It is my opinion that the two cases cited above are not isolated but rather are 



representative of an approach to the Scriptures by some of the brethren from 
whom we shall hear more and more. This denial of logic is especially common 
among those who have openly embraced Neo-Pentecostalism. The application of
reason in interpreting Scripture has never been very important to the 
Pentecostal mind; if one begins to consistently apply reason to the Scriptures, he
will not long remain a Pentecostal, the two approaches to Scripture being 
irreconcilable.

Observations on the Irrational Approach

1. One cannot attack the application of human reasoning in arriving at Scriptural
Truth without attacking his own position. The conclusion that human reasoning 
is faulty cannot be arrived at without using human reasoning, although a flawed 
use of it in this case.

2. Why would anyone attack the proper function of human reasoning to arrive at
logical conclusions? Perhaps some would do so because they are not intelligent 
enough to appreciate this function. But those in the church who are casting 
reflection on a rational approach to Scripture nowadays are not the uneducated. 
Could it be that the force of logical and reasonable conclusions is against the 
message they are seeking to propagate? It would not put them in a favorable 
light to directly attack a logical Scriptural conclusion that they have abandoned, 
so it becomes easier to attack the process by which the conclusion is arrived at, 
instead.

3. Failure to use our logical processes in arriving at correct conclusions results in
chaos, absurdity, and false conclusions—or even to no conclusions at all. One of 
the greatest contributions ever made to the world by the likes of A. Campbell, 
Lipscomb, Lard, McGarvey, and others, came in the form of a logical, consistent,
reasonable approach to Scripture study and understanding. Unless one is 
convinced of the necessity of using valid rules of interpretation he will never be 
able to arrive at the Truth. In fact, this is the key to being able to grasp the one 
way of the Lord as opposed to the many ways of men. I believe that division and 
sectarianism within and without continue to owe their existence to a failure to 
apply consistent principles of reason to the inspired Text. If such sound 
principles are not used, then “truth” is ever in a fluid state. As in Paul's day, so in
ours there are those who are ever learning and never able to come to a 
knowledge of the truth (2 Tim. 3:7). Granted, there are some subjects that we 
must continue to search out, but I am suspicious of a brother who occupies a 
“suspended” position on even the most incontrovertible Scriptural topics (e.g., 
baptism, worship, congregational organization, et al.). He is getting to be more 
and more in vogue, however. 

4. God gave us all our abilities, including our minds (Acts 17:28–29). It is chiefly 
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because God gave to humankind the ability of reason and thought power that he 
is fitted to exercise dominion over all creation (Psa. 8:4–8). It is through the 
mind that God's law can be grasped and obeyed (Heb. 8:10). God instructs us to 
use our minds: Man is to love God with all thy mind (Mat. 22:37). The 
transformed life is accomplished through renewing of your mind and only 
through the right exercise of mind may one discern what is good and acceptable, 
even the perfect will of God (Rom. 12:2). Jehovah challenges men to reason with
Him (Isa. 1:18). Paul reasoned with the Jews in Thessalonica, Corinth, and 
Ephesus and with Felix in Caesarea (Acts 17:2; 18:4, 19; 24:25). Paul emphasized
the necessity of mature thinking (1 Cor. 13:11; 14:20). Even if we did not have 
such explicit statements in Scripture, it would still be the normal thing to do to 
apply one’s thought processes to the written Word. God does not address his 
Word to the eye or ear except in a secondary sense; God's word is primarily 
addressed to the human mind through these senses. It is only by use of the 
ability to reason that anyone can obey the command to handle aright the word 
of truth (2 Tim. 2:15).

5. The proper application of human reason and deduction to the Scriptures 
results in Scriptural Truth just as surely as if God had stated the deduction in so 
many words. Luke does not say that Philip mentioned baptism when he 
preached Jesus to the Ethiopian (Acts 8:34). But can anyone avoid the validity of
the conclusion that he indeed preached on the subject of baptism when one 
reads in the next verse that the Eunuch requested to be baptized? The Scriptures
do not give an organized summary of the “measures” of the Holy Spirit and what
phenomenon each measure involves in a “reference table” form. However, one is
making right use of reason to conclude that the gift of the Holy Spirit in Acts 
2:38 is not the same “measure” as the gift of the Holy Spirit in Acts 10:45. One 
notes that the former is as universal as baptism and remission of sins and is not 
associated with miraculous accompaniment. The latter had not occurred since 
Pentecost (i.e., on the apostles [Acts 11:15]), was definitely related to miracles 
(Acts 10:46), occurred before baptism for remission of sins (Acts 10:48), and 
was identified with Holy Spirit baptism (Acts 11:16). The illustrations of the 
necessity of using one's reasoning power to arrive at logical conclusions are 
almost endless. How can anyone who loves the Lord and His Word consciously 
seek to undermine it?

6. A few words are in order about commands, examples and inferences (more 
accurately expressed as direct statements, accounts of action, and 
implication) since they have specifically come under attack. The distinction 
between generic and specific commands is not a human contrivance. God's 
Word makes this distinction. Man, if he is wise enough to approach God's Word 
with reason, discerns which are commands (i.e., direct statements, even if not in 
the form or commands [e.g., Mark 16:16]) are general in nature (allowing some 
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liberty in means of fulfillment) and which are specific (requiring strict adherence
to the details contained in the command). Failure to honor this distinction 
brings hopeless doctrinal and practical chaos. If no distinction is to be made 
between “binding examples” and “non-binding examples” (i.e., “accounts of 
action”), then one is forced into one of two hopeless alternatives: (1) Either no 
examples/accounts are binding, robbing all exemplary Scriptural conduct of any 
authority (could this be what such individuals seek?), or (2) all 
examples/accounts are binding, which is as absurd to comprehend as it is 
impossible to follow. What was said in item 5 above about arriving at logical 
Scriptural conclusions also relates to the correct conclusions arrived at through 
implication, from which we draw logical inferences/deductions. 

7. I do not believe that those who are attacking the logical process are really 
opposed to the logical process. They seem to be opposed to it only when applied 
to Scriptural conclusions within whose boundaries they are no longer content to 
abide. As they saying goes, men don’t turn against logic until logic turns against 
them. This is one of the trademarks of a “better-felt-than-told,” emotional-
sensational approach to Scriptural Truth and religion. Those who have lost their 
reverence for God's written Word as an objective standard seem to end up either 
with the infidels, denying God altogether, or with the Pentecostals (in attitude, if
not actual fellowship), honoring only their own personal, narrow, subjective 
views. There is a disturbing trend among brethren in the latter direction. The 
inquiry, “Do you feel it?” the hollow “Hallelujahs!” and “Praise the Lords,” the 
darkened room, the sensitivity groups, the raised fluttering of hands during 
worship, the obsession with the Holy Spirit, the de-emphasis on the authority of 
the Word are all a part of the paraphernalia of the hyperemotional, mystical aura
that some are seeking to impose on the Lord's church. James Bales was right 
when he wrote, “The distrust of the mind is an essential step into Pentecostalism
wherein emotions sweep aside reason and Scripture” (Pat Boone and the Gift of 
Tongues, p. 40). Such individuals advocate distrust of the right use of the mind 
only up to a point, do not forget. That point is where the spotlight of unalterable,
unanswerable Truth is made to focus on their unwillingness to abide in the 
words of the faith, and of the good doctrine (1 Tim. 4:6).

8. Undoubtedly, these folk who think they have some spiritual “optional 
equipment,” which the rest of their behind-the-times brethren do not have, are 
sincere. They apparently believe sincerely that they have found the answers to all
of the problems in the church that even Paul, Peter, and John never completely 
solved. One of these fellows remarked in my presence a few months ago that we 
had to “put some new life in these bones,” referring to the church. He had come 
home on furlough from the mission field a few months earlier, praising the ultra-
liberal Mission Magazine and the new “spirit of free thinking in the 
brotherhood” as he put it, indicating what he meant by the “new life” he wanted 
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to put into those “old bones.” He meant that he considered the church to be dead
and in need of resurrecting. Strangely, this same man does not mind accepting 
support from several of these “dead” churches to go back to his field of work and 
spread his false doctrine. He thinks that he has the answer in seeking to get 
everybody all excited about what he imagines the Holy Spirit can do for them 
directly, if they will just let Him. However, such influences will not enliven the 
church, but will destroy it if allowed to have free course. The church can 
maintain her identity only through adherence to God's pattern for it (Heb. 8:5–
6). I get the impression that these emotionalists do not even believe in a pattern 
concept anymore. Their emphasis leads to each man's operating on the 
“authenticity” of his feelings instead of on the authority of his faith. Give them 
one generation's time and most of the church will not be distinguishable from 
the “Assembly of God” sect. Already, some are so bold as to seriously suggest 
such a merger (Integrity, September, 1971, pp. 52–53). Sincerity of purpose is 
not a good enough excuse to wreck the church.

9. In my insistence upon the proper use of human reason, let it be understood 
that I am not advocating any sort of use that circumvents, wrests, perverts, 
ignores or denies any principle of God's Truth. All of our reasoning must be 
centered in and checked and counter-checked by that one great well of spiritual 
Truth, God's Word. I am simply insisting that we continue to apply logic and 
reason to the text in order to be able to arrive at truthful conclusions.

Conclusion

I believe that Paul's lament over an indictment of Israel strikes a fitting 
parallel to the attitudes addressed in this article: 

Brethren, my heart's desire and my supplication to God is for them, that they may 
be saved. For I bear them witness that they have zeal for God, but not according to
knowledge. For being ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking to establish 
their own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God (Rom. 10:1–
3).

Endnote

1. All Scripture quotations are from the American Standard Version unless 
otherwise indicated.

2. I wrote this article for and it was published in the February 9, 1973, issue of
Words of Truth, Gus Nichols, editor. I pecked it out on a typewriter in the pre-

computer era while living in Carlsbad, NM.
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“God's Good Gifts”

John P. Mabrey
Hilham, Tennessee

(James 1:17)  “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh
down from the father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow 
of turning.”

Has God ever given you anything?  Often I have heard people ask: “What has 
God ever done for me?”  I suggest to you that God has already given you some 
gifts that are sometimes taken for granted.   He has given you life. (Eccl. 12:7) 
“Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was:  and the spirit shall return to 
God who gave it.”  You see, without the spirit that God has given to fill this body 
of flesh, the body then is nothing.  We have no life without God.   Rain and 
sunshine are gifts from God. (Matt. 5:45) “That ye may be the children of your 
Father which is in heaven:  for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.”   We receive food, air, and
water.  There are definitely reasons for us to give thanks.  Some of God’s gifts 
ALL may enjoy;  yet some are reserved for God’s children only.   Some gifts God 
bestows when we ask (Matt. 7:7-11).   Other gifts he has provided; which we can 
accept or reject.  Materialistic minds think more of earthly gifts.   They are 
temporal (That word temporal, means that they are temporary; they won't last. 
(Matt. 6:19-20).  “Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth 
and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:  but lay up 
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, 
and where thieves do not break through and steal.”  Our association with 
anything earthly is temporal. (I Tim. 6:7) “For we brought nothing into this 
world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.”   The soul of man is the 
valuable commodity we have. (Matt. 16:26) “For what is a man profited if he 
shall gain the whole world and lose his own soul or what shall a man give in 
exchange for his soul?”  The Bible teaches us that we can be materially rich, and 
spiritually poor. (Rev. 2:9) “I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, 
(but thou art rich)…”
Let us look at the context of James 1:17.   The devil tries to convince men that sin
offers the best of life to man.  He has used this ploy since the dawn of creation.  
In the garden of Eden, that old serpent lured Eve into temptation by the 
appearance of something good:  “The lust of the flesh; the lust of the eyes; and 
the pride of life.” (I John 2:16)  He tries to deceive men into believing that God is
withholding good things from man.  Didn't he tell Eve that they would be as wise
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as gods, knowing good and evil? (Gen. 3:5)

Christ is God's good and perfect gift to mankind. (John 3:16) “For God so loved 
the world, he gave his only begotten Son that whosoever believeth on him 
should not perish but have everlasting life.” Also in Second Corinthians 9:15 –  
“Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.”  Christ is a good gift because of 
man’s need.   John 3:16 is God’s love painted on a background of despair.   
Matthew 1:21 tells us that God gave us a Savior in Jesus: “…for he shall save his 
people from their sins.” Luke 19:10 tells us that “the Son of man is come to seek 
and to save that which is lost.” And in First Timothy 1:15 we read the words of 
Paul stating “This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.”  Christ is the 
Perfect (complete) gift because Christ has the words of life. (John 6:68) “Then 
Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go?  Thou hast the words 
of eternal life.”  Christ is the author of our salvation. (Heb. 5:8-9) “Though he 
were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; And 
being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them 
that obey him.”  Christ can save all sinners (Rom. 1:16).   Paul writes “For I am 
not ashamed of the gospel of Christ:  for it is the power of God unto salvation to
every one that believeth; to the Jew first and also to the Greek.”  You see when 
we have the belief that Paul talks about here, we will exercise the obedience that 
is written about in the Hebrew letter.  Since Christ is the Perfect Gift,  then we 
must NOT go back to Judaism and seek salvation under the Old Testament (Gal. 
2:21) “I do not frustrate the grace of God:  for if righteousness come by the law,
then Christ is dead in vain.”   And since Christ is that Perfect Gift, then we do 
NOT go onward to develop our human philosophies. (Col. 2:8) “Beware lest any
man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, 
after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.”  You see, oftentimes 
man believes himself to be so intelligent that he believes (and causes other 
people to believe) that we can be smarter than God; that the Bible is archaic and 
not worthy of our generation.  But I say unto you today, if we develop such a 
philosophy, then we are the ones that are not worthy of God and the salvation 
that he has provided through his Dear Son.

Next, the bible is God's good and perfect gift.  Is it from God or from man?  
Second Peter 1:21 – “For this prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: 
but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” This 
passage of scripture tells us two things. First, it tells us how the Bible did NOT 
come to us.  “NOT by the will of man…”  Men did not write this book on their 
own accord.  It is not a collection of fairy tales and fables. Second, this passage 
proceeds to tell us how it did come to us, and that is by inspiration of God, for 
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“…holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”  First 
Corinthians 2:9-10 tells us “But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him.  But God hath revealed them unto us by his 
Spirit:  for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.”  The 
subject matter of the scriptures is of such a nature that even good men that were 
unaided by an outside force could not have written it; and bad, immoral men 
never would have written it.  
The Bible is a good gift.  (Heb. 6:5) “And have tasted the GOOD word of God, 
and the powers of the world to come.”  The Bible is good because it is seen in 
man’s need for it;  to show man where and how to walk the road of life. (Psalm 
119:105) “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet a light unto my path.” And then 
again in Jeremiah 10:23 “…it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps.”  The
Bible is a good gift in that it reveals saving truth unto men. (James 1:21) 
“Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive 
with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.”  The Bible 
is a good gift because it enables man to have his soul purified.   The Bible is a 
good gift because it gives a certain inheritance unto men among the sanctified. 
(Acts 20:32) “And now brethren I commend you to God, and to the word of his 
grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all 
them which are sanctified.”
The Bible is also a perfect gift.   James 1:25 –  “But whoso looketh into the 
perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, 
but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.”Jude 3 –   
“Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, 
it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should 
earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.”  
Second Peter 1:3 –   “According as his divine power hath given unto us all 
things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that 
hath called us to glory and virtue.”  Second Timothy 3:16-17 says that the Bible 
is a perfect gift and it enables us to be perfect if we will but follow God’s 
instructions. “All scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the 
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”

Another good and perfect gift is the church.  God’s plan for eternity is made 
manifest in the church (Eph. 3:10) “To the intent that now unto the 
principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the
manifold wisdom of God.”  Also in Ephesians 3:20-21 Paul writes:  “Now unto 
him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we as or think, 
according to the power that worketh in us, Unto him be glory in the church by 
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Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end.”  GOOD?  Yes!  We are 
saved in it.  Where does God Save?  Acts 2:47 tells us that the “Lord added to the 
church daily such as should be saved.”  So, we are saved in the church, and if we 
are not in the Lord’s church, we are not saved.    We are saved IN CHRIST, for it 
is IN CHRIST that we are reconciled unto God  (II Cor.5:8-10).   Also in 
Ephesians 2:16 we read “And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body
by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby.”  That one body is the church.  
Christ is the head of the body (the church), and we are subject to him.   
Ephesians 1:22 –  “And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be 
the head over all things in the church.”
 Consider this:  If we are saved outside of the church,  Then we are saved without
the blood of Christ (Acts 20:28) “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all
the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the 
church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.”  The church is a 
blood bought institution and it is the blood of Christ that bought it.  If any man 
says that he can be saved yet wants nothing to do with the church then he is 
denying the very head of the church which is Jesus.   Furthermore, if a man is 
saved outside of the church, he is saved outside of God’s family and is not a part 
of the family of God. (I Tim. 3:15) “But if I tarry long, that thou mayest  know 
how thou oughtest to behave thyself in th house of God, which is the church of 
the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.”  The church is a perfect gift 
from the divine aspect:  in Organization,  in Worship,  in it’s soul saving purpose,
and in it’s soul-caring responsibility.

All scripture references are taken from the KJV except where otherwise noted.
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‘EXCUSES, NO REAL REASON’ Pt. 4
Bad Christian Examples

Stephane Maillet
New Brunswick ,Canada

“I’m not going to the church of Christ because of so and so….” It is sad to know 
that too often we have so called “Christians” who don’t act accordingly and give 
out a bad example to those outside of Christ, “These people honor me with their 
lips, but their hearts are far from me.” – (Matt 15:8). 

But the fact still remains that each and every one of us is accountable for our 
own soul. “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that 
each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he 
has done, whether good or bad.” (2 Cor. 5:10). 

We might not agree with the attitude or actions of certain members but we won’t
be doing any good if we deny Christ because of them. Greater the importance of 
you obeying the gospel and lovingly making these people aware of their bad 
behavior. “Let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way 
will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.” (James 5:20)
So with love, compassion and understanding I urge you my friends to obey the 
gospel of Christ, regardless of what bad examples you might see from those who 
claim to be “Christians” within the Body of Christ. I assure you there are many 
more who are true brothers and sisters and live a faithful life, they pray that you 
will be added to the family;

“Praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding to 
their number day by day those who were being saved.” (Acts 2:47)
What’s stopping you from obeying the gospel?

“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God.” – Christ (John 3:5) “There are many excuses 
why people don’t obey the gospel but no real reason.” 

God bless

*All scripture references are taken from the KJV unless otherwise noted.
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On Sale. This is a great teaching tool for one
and all.

I want to take some time this month to promote a book I have written. The story 
of how a young man came to be saved. I am hoping this book will help lead 
others to Christ. I have it published on Amazon Kindle and I have lowered the 
price to $4.99. I know not everyone has a Kindle Reader but there is a free 
Kindle Reader that is downloadable for your PC that can be used to read the 
book. You can get the reaer here.......Free...... 
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2?url=search-alias%3Ddigital-
text&field-keywords=kindle+for+pc

The graphic below shows a price of 8.99 but I have lowered it by half you will see
when you get to the Amazon site. Simply click the picture below it should take 
you to where you may purchase the book. I am praying this meager effort will 
bring someone to know the Lord and the salvation that can only be obtained 
through obedience to His word.
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