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Our Writing Staff

Jim Miller

Jim Miller: Preacher at the Gray, church of Christ semi -retired, publisher, writer, editor.
A member of the Lords church since 1985. Preached in NC, TN, Ky, and Maine. Two 
years Co-hosting Bible Talk Radio. Owner of Keys Of The Kingdom magazine and 
website. 

Jeff Dye

I was born and raised in northeast Tennessee and brought up in Missionary and Freewill 
Baptist churches most of my life.  In in the baptist denomination until a good friend and 
elder in the church of Christ desired to study with me concerning my faith. It was 
through this study I learned the full truth of the gospel of Christ and was baptized for the
remission of my past sins on a Tuesday evening in January of 2001. My wife and I 
currently worship with the saints in Penrod, KY at the Mount Moriah congregation, 
where I also teach the adult bible class and do some preaching.

John Maybrey

John P. Mabrey: Preacher at the Hilham Church of Christ, Hilham, TN since July 2007.  
Has been a guest of the Gospel Broadcasting Network (GBN) "Bible Round Table."  
Attended Freed Hardeman University for two years.

Dub McClish

H. W. (Dub) McClish: Preached first sermon in June 1954 at Boise, Idaho, at age 16. 
After 35 years of work as local preacher in 5 states (the last 12 years of which were with 
the Pearl St. Congregation, Denton, TX), began work under oversight of Pearl Street 
elders in 1992, devoting time to combined works of Gospel meetings, mission trips, and 
lectureships and to writing and editing sound Biblical materials. 

Doug Post

Doug Post: Has been in full time ministry for 15 years, preaching in Indiana and 
Connecticut. Received his BA in Communications, UCONN; MA in Biblical Studies, 
Southern Christian University; New Testament Theology and New Testament Greek, 
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, Theological University of America. Doug is 
married to Debbie, his wife of 22 years.

If you would like to be a guest writer for TKOK you may contact me at 
jfmiller61@gmail.com. 

To announce up coming events like Gospel Meetings, Lectures, Singing events 
etc… Just use the email link above to contact me. Please feel free to tell others 
and have them sign up for their copy today. Use this link to join the mailing list. 
http://jfmiller.com/keysofthekingdom/?page_id=1316 . 

 May God Bless You.      Jim and the Staff
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Editor's Notes

By Jim Miller
Gray, Maine

We Have A New Writer.

I want to take a moment to introduce you to our new writer brother Jeff Dye 
who will be replacing Tim Bench. Brother Dye is a former Baptist who came to 
realize he was living in error and turned to the Lord back in 2001 and was added
to the church. He has been preaching the Gospel ever asince. We are glad to have
him with us and are sure you will enjoy his writing and teaching.

On Sale. This is a great teaching tool for one and all.

I want to take some time this month to promote a book I have written. The story 
of how a young man came to be saved. I am hoping this book will help lead 
others to Christ. I have it published on Amazon Kindle and I have lowered the 
price to $4.99. I know not everyone has a Kindle Reader but there is a free 
Kindle Reader that is downloadable for your PC that can be used to read the 
book. You can get the reaer here.......Free...... 
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2?url=search-alias%3Ddigital-
text&field-keywords=kindle+for+pc

The graphic below shows a price of 8.99 but I have lowered it by half you will see
when you get to the Amazon site. Simply click the picture below it should take 
you to where you may purchase the book. I am praying this meager effort will 
bring someone to know the Lord and the salvation that can only be obtained 
through obedience to His word.
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In The Name Of Good Works Pt. 1

Jim Miller
Gray Maine

I don't know how many times I have heard Christians say the church can do this 
or that because its a good work? Surely God will see the good in this thing or that
thing and we are to be ready to do good works, right? Therefore let us do this 
thing in the name of “good works”. The truth is, no matter how good a work is, if 
the church doesn't have scriptural authority then doing something because it is 
considered a “good work” does not make it the right thing to do or acceptable in 
the sight of God. The church as a collective Is limited in its work. However, the 
individual Christian can and should do many things the church can't and have it 
be “good works”. 

The phrase “Good Works” is used by brethren and by religious people in general 
to denote some of their activities that in the scriptural sense are not really "good 
works." Remember Jesus said that many would claim to have done "many 
wonderful works" in his name, but that he would regard them as workers of 
iniquity (Matt. 7:21-23). We should be able to clearly see here that all good 
works are not necessarily lawful.

We need to be asking the question in whose eyes are these “good works”, ours or 
God's? 
In Jesus day the Pharisees were keeping the traditions of washing their hands, 
pots, cups, and vessels, they considered these as good works and questioned why
Jesus’ disciples did not do likewise. Jesus responded, “But in vain do they 
worship me teaching for doctrine the commandments of men” (Mark 7:7). These
were good works in the eyes of men but not in the eyes of God. 

Today we see denominational Church sponsoring such things as mothers-day-
out, adopt-a-highway, gymnasiums, fireworks, antique car shows, church 
operated day care centers, food courts at town gatherings, car washes, and 
financial planning classes (how to invest in the stock market, etc.) to name a few 
and unfortunately the church of Christ in many instances are following in these 
same unlawful practices many believe and call these “good works” but again we 
must ask in whose eyes?
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Ask yourself do these things fall under evangelism, benevolence or edification? If
evangelism, benevolence and edification can be done without any of these (and I 
say they can!) then they are no part of evangelism, benevolence, or edification, 
nor are they necessary to the process nor the true work of the church. They are 
“good works” which community organizations may do to make life better on 
earth “here and now,” but they are not authorized for the church to do. 

Church financed institutional boards, separate and apart from the local church, 
which are set up to decide how to spend the churches’ money in evangelism, 
benevolence or edification are not authorized in the Scriptures.

Man has a way of trying to justify what he believes to be right as a “good work” 
and most of the time a thing is started before anyone looks to the scripture to see
if it is authorized. If we are to do all things in the name of the Lord (and we are) 
then shouldn't we check the word to see if it is lawful first? When it comes to 
"good works" many seem to have forgotten that the Scriptures will furnish us 
completely "unto all good works" not what we want to call “good works” (2 Tim. 
3:16,17). 
  

There Is Only One Way to Establish The Work Of The Church? 

To understand “good works” and the work of the church we must first determine
what is authorized by scripture. We must also understand the difference 
between what the church can do and what the individual can do because there 
are striking differences. The work of the church is threefold in nature, 
evangelism, edification and benevolence. Most Christians will agree that the 
scriptures contain the pattern for the work and worship of the church. The work 
of the church is to function according to the pattern (Heb. 8:5). God gave the 
pattern for everything he authorized the church to do. Thus it is necessary for us 
to follow that pattern. 

Evangelism

Preach The Gospel To All The World-The function of the church is to proclaim 
"the word of the Lord" (1 Thess. 1:8). The church is the pillar and ground of truth
(1 Tim. 3:15). The purpose for preaching "the unsearchable riches of Christ" is to 
"make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the 
beginning of the world hath been hid in God . . . to the intent that now unto the 
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principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the 
manifold wisdom of God" (Eph. 3:9-10). The purpose of the church to spread 
and uphold God's truth. Those who made up the first century church understood
this mission and carried out this purpose. Thus, Paul could speak to those at 
Philipi saying'  Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request, with 
joy for your fellowship in the Gospel from the first day until now; (Phil. 1:4,5). 
He could also refer to the hope of the Gospel as having been preached to "every 
creature which is under heaven" (Col. 1:23). Just as in the first century we are to 
proclaim the word of the Lord starting in our homes and also abroad as we have 
opportunity. We are saved in order to teach others the same.

Edification

Speaking of the church, Paul said, "from whom the whole body fitly joined 
together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the 
effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh the increase of the body 
unto the edifying of itself in love" (Eph. 4:16). Edification is a requirement to 
growth. We can clearly see that we are to exhort each other and build ourselves 
up in the most holy faith (Heb. 3:12-14; 10:24-25).

Benevolence 

The church is to help in supplying for the needs of its own members. 
Benevolence is a work of the church. Please take note that all passages showing 
the church's engaging in benevolence limit that work to saints. Brethren and 
disciples were objects of benevolent work from the treasury of the church (Acts 
6:1-3; 11:27-30; Rom. 15:25-26; 1 Cor. 16:1-2; 2 Cor. 8-9). All that the scriptures 
teach about benevolence from the treasury of the church constitutes the pattern. 
The pattern limits the church in its benevolent work to the needs of poor saints. 
The Deeds of non-saints are fulfilled by individuals who have a broader 
obligation (Jas. 1:27; Gal. 6:10). The church is limited even in what it can do for 
saints (1 Tim. 5:3-16).

I know of no one who will say that these works are not “good works”. However, I 
know many who want to and will ad to these work without authority and try to 
justify them in the name of “good works”. The function of the church is limited 
to the areas cited above. You will find NO Divine authority for the church to 
operate or function in such areas as secular education, entertainment, 
recreation, politics, secular business and civic functions etc. These are not a part 
of the work God authorized the church to do. The church can use any lawful 
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means or expedient to carry out its mission. However, it cannot without 
violating the scriptures, operate in these functions above. God has limited the 
church as to  what it can do from its treasury. 

Next month we will look at “good works” and the individual and its 
authorization.

Till next we meet.

God bless.

E-Sword

e-Sword is a fast and effective way to study the Bible. e-Sword is feature rich and
user friendly with more capabilities than you would expect in a free Bible app. 
The fact that e-Sword is free is just one of the blessings and does not speak of the
quality of the app. Below you'll find a list of features that you will discover helps 
make Bible study both enjoyable and enriching. 

Get it here
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“Once saved, always saved” and the case of

George Sodini Pt: 3
Tim Bench

 Abilene, TX. 

Some generalized observations about OSAS from various Gospel preachers and 
writers….

“I want to call your attention to the absolute inconsistency of that doctrine with the very 
principle upon which the Bible is written and addressed to men. The doctrine of the 
impossibility of apostasy is entirely incompatible with the whole trend of Bible teaching.
First, the Bible warns us against falling. “Let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed 
lest he fall"--1 Cor. 10:12.

Second, the Bible tells us how to keep from falling. “If ye do these things, ye shall never
fall”--2 Peter 1:10.

Third, the Bible tells us what to do when we fall-“but if any man sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ, the righteous, and he is the propitiation for our 
sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole world.” 2 Jno. 2:1-2; and “if we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins"--1 Jno. 1:9.

You who claim to be children of God, yet think it is impossible to fall from grace and be 
lost, consider these three things. The Bible warns us against falling; the Bible tells us 
how to keep from falling; the Bible tells what to do when we fall--yet you say we cannot
fall! Why all of that instruction? Would God warn a man who cannot fall against falling?
Would God tell a man who cannot fall, how to keep from it? Would God tell a man who 
cannot fall what to do when he falls ? Someone says: “Well, we can fall but we cannot 
be lost. We can sin, but cannot be damned.” But the text says that “if” we confess our 
sins, God is faithful and just to forgive our sins. Now, here is a man who is a Christian 
and he sins. John says, “if” he confesses his sins, God will forgive him. Suppose he does
not confess his sins --will God forgive him anyhow? If he will, what is the meaning of 
the passage? Why confess?”….Foy E. Wallace, Jr., Bulwarks of The Faith, p. 369. 

"Since Baptist doctrines teach the non essential nature of the church, which is contrary 
to the New Testament, I suggest that Baptists save themselves millions of dollars, enjoy 
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life here, and stop attending the services of any Baptist Church. That is a logical 
suggestion. If one is saved without being baptized or being in the church, and his 
salvation is guaranteed by their doctrine of, "once saved, always saved," Baptists don't 
need to go there on Sunday or any other day. If I were a Baptist who believed Graham 
and his fellow Baptist liars, I would take a cruise, go to Vegas, go fishing, buy a football 
season ticket for Sunday games, or just stay in bed on Sunday. Think of the money 
Baptists could save. No one would have to tithe to build their huge edifices or provide 
their preachers with fat salaries. Baptists could better spend their money than lining the 
pockets of deceivers like Billy Graham. Honestly, why should one bother to join a 
Baptist Church, or any other man made church, if salvation can be had outside of the 
church and, once secured, could never be lost?"....from " Billy Graham's Devious 
Double tongue" by Jerry Brewer, Northeast Church of Christ, Elk City, OK, 6-23-2016. 

“The doctrine of Perseverance of the Saints is based upon the false assumption that the 
elect sinner is clothed in the personal righteousness of Jesus Christ. Therefore, when 
God looks at him, He does not see the sins of the elect one, rather He sees the perfection 
of Jesus. Thus, one does not have to be concerned with doing righteousness if he is one 
whom God has elected to save.

To impute is "to credit to a person or a cause…to credit by transferral." (Webster's 
Seventh New Collegiate Dictionary, p. 421). Calvinists believe the guilt of Adam's sin
was imputed to the whole human race -- that all are sinners by virtue of the fact that 
being descendants of Adam they inherited the guilt of his sin. The remedy Calvinists 
offer for imputed sin is a second imputation. The perfect life of Christ is imputed to 
the elect sinner. God, in viewing that individual, only sees the personal righteousness 
of Jesus, not the sins of the sinner. This allows the elect one to continue to sin 
because Christ lived a sinless life in his stead and the innocence of Christ now 
clothes him. He is relieved of any responsibility for living a godly life. He does not 
even have to correct his wrongs because he will not be judged by his own actions but 
by the perfect life Jesus lived”….from “Perseverance of the Saints” by Gene Taylor.

“The evidence that a man can fall away and be finally lost is very plainly set forth in the 
Bible. Paul said, "Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall." (I 
Cor. 10:12.) To the Galatians who were trying to go back under the law of Moses he 
wrote, "Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the 
law; ye are fallen from grace." (Gal. 5:4.) In the same book Paul declares, "Brethren, if a
man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of 
meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted." (Gal. 6:1.) If a child of God 
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cannot fall away, to what was the man of this passage to be "restored"? The same truth is
taught by James: "Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him; let 
him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul
from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins." (James 5:19, 20.) In these passages, and 
many of like teaching, we see that it is indeed possible for one to err from the truth, and 
come to the point that he needs to be "restored" or "converted" from his error'….from 
“Can A Saved Man Be Lost?” by Thomas Allen Robertson, 9-8-1955 issue of Gospel 
Guardian. 

“...The Construction Of The New Testament Implies The Danger Of Falling Away From 
Grace. One book in the New Testament, the book of Acts, informs us how to be saved. 
Twenty-one books (Romans through Jude) tell us how to remain a Christian. Four-fifths 
of the New Testament is for the purpose of encouraging us to continue steadfastly in the 
faith. If one could not fall from the faith and be lost, most of the New Testament would 
be meaningless and useless. The epistles are filled with warnings against unfaithfulness, 
backsliding, and going back into sin at the peril of our salvation. The New Testament 
even; tells of the way of return for the backslider”...from “Can A Person Once Saved 
Ever Be Lost?” by Doyle Banta, 2-14-1963 issue of Gospel Guardian. 

“Is it possible for a child of God to behave in such a way so as to be eternally lost? 
Many people from a cross-section of religious backgrounds believe and teach that such 
is not possible. They hold to the doctrine of the “impossibility of apostasy.” This 
doctrine is otherwise known as “once saved always saved,” “cannot fall from grace,” 
“eternal security,” “perseverance of the saints,” and the “preservation of the 
saints”…..the Bible teaches that apostasy is possible. It is possible for one to fall from 
grace (Galatians 5:4), to fall away from the faith (1 Timothy 4:1) and to fall away from 
God (Hebrews 3:12). Judas “fell by his own transgression” (Acts 1:25). It cannot be said
that one “fell” if no change occurred in is position, condition or circumstance. This 
answers the “never-saved-to-begin-with” quibble that is often made by 
denominationalists.

It is easy to see why the once-saved-always-saved doctrine is so popular and appealing: 
If true, no believer would ever need to be concerned about his behavior, regardless of 
how godless, sinful or inhumane that behavior might be. Some proponents of the can’t-
fall-away theory have argued that they could die “in the very act of sin,” including the 
act of cold-blooded murder, (i.e. George Sodini) and still be guaranteed a place in 
heaven. We are told that salvation is guaranteed to the believer even in the absence of 
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any repentance or remorse on his part for the sins that he has committed. This is not 
what the Bible teaches”….from “The Possibility of Apostasy” by Tim Haile. 

New Testament writers spoke at length about Israel’s apostasy (See I Corinthians 10:13 
and Hebrews 3:7-4:7). Why would such dire warnings and descriptions of “apostasy” be 
provided if apostasy, in and of itself, cannot occur? The Apostle Paul says that as Israel 
fell so can we: “Take heed if you think you stand lest you fall” (I Corinthians 10:12). If 
Christians cannot fall from grace and salvation, then all of these warnings mean 
absolutely nothing, and are rendered worthless….”falling” would be an irrelevant point. 
Paul also wrote that if he did not “run the race” in the way that God wants he could be 
“disqualified” – in other words, he would “lose” his salvation (See I Corinthians 9:24-  27). 
The concept of “eternal security” effectively eradicates the need for the “very best 
effort”, or ANY effort, from any Christian, and likewise negates 1 Peter 5:8…. “Be 
sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour”….why would Peter issue such direct warnings against 
“falling away”, if “falling away” is an impossibility? As per Baptist doctrine taken to its 
fullest extreme, and as per George Sodini, I no longer have to be “vigilant”, but since 
my salvation is guaranteed, I can live a  carefree and worry-free life, and I may likewise 
exact vengeance and wrath upon any poor, helpless, hapless victim that I see fit to attack
with not the slightest concern over my eternal destiny. 

The Word of God simply does not support or teach this doctrine. “Once saved, always 
saved” flies in the face of Biblical commands and Biblical precedent, and can serve as 
“justification” for the likes of adherents such as George Sodini to lash out in violent, 
disturbing acts, all the while convinced that their misdeeds of of no real importance, 
since their salvation is, as the moniker suggests, “always saved”, or unloseable.  If, as 
the “once saved, always saved” doctrine teaches, one cannot absolutely be lost after 
receiving salvation, why are there passages warning against apostasy?  Why would God 
repeatedly warn us against something that cannot happen?  

 
Footnote: Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are from the KJV
Bible.

This is Tim's last article with us we wish him well and thank him for his hard 
work. Look for Jeff Dye's first article next month.
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Evangelist Needed

There  is a real need for a good man willing to start a new work out in 
Washington State. This preacher would need to be self supporting to 
start out. There is a couple already in the town of Ellensburg who
would like to see the Lord's church established there that will be sound
and follow the scripture. This will be a daunting task as the churches 
around the area have gone into apostasy. If you believe you are up to 
such a challenge please use the contact information below for more in 
site and information.

Thank you 
Jim Miller

Contact Information

Chuck Verkist, 906 East 2nd ave. Ellensburg, Wa. 98926 
(509) 925-2593 or cverkist@kvalley.com 
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SHALL WE SURRENDER THE SCRIPTURAL
PURPOSE OF BAPTISM?

Dub McClish
Denton, Texas

Introduction

The subject of the one age-lasting baptism (Eph. 4:5; Mat. 28:19–20) has stirred 
discussion and controversy for centuries. Men have hotly contested various 
facets of the subject in countless conversations and thousands of debates. At 
least as early as the twelfth century men and women were brutally persecuted, 
even burned at the stake, because they dared oppose Roman Catholic infant 
“baptism.” Countless sermons have been preached and pages written on baptism
marking this as a significant subject even from the days of John.

Why Controversy on Baptism?

It is ironic that there should be so much controversy over baptism when one 
considers the plainness and clarity of the New Testament’s teaching on it. All 
such controversy would end were all men as noble as the Berean Jews (Acts 
17:11). Comparatively few are willing to bow in humble submission before the 
throne of the King of kings. Sad to say, men continue to wrest the Scriptures to 
their own destruction, often defining words and interpreting statements to fit 
their biases. 

When men “gladly receive the word” they do not quibble over what inspired men
teach about baptism, but immediately comply (Acts 2:41, KJV). Just as clearly, 
when men seek to avoid the Gospel’s straightforward teaching on this subject, 
they indicate their contempt for the Word. While some are sincere in their 
errors, many who teach heresy on baptism know exactly what they are doing. 

A quarter century ago I would have had in mind only denominationalists in the 
foregoing descriptions. Now, however, these attitudes and actions are every bit 
as descriptive of some who were once among us, but who now—at least in heart 
and attitude—no longer are. The statements of some indicate their willingness to



give up all of the New Testament ground on baptism—ground regained by great 
effort and at immense cost over many generations. New Testament teaching on 
baptism, especially on the purpose of the act, is so pivotal that to surrender it is 
to surrender the very heart of the Gospel—redemption through the blood of 
Christ. When one corrupts baptism he emasculates God’s glorious plan of 
salvation. All who are concerned with pure doctrine and practice—and with 
primitive Christianity—will ever be concerned with what the Scriptures teach 
about baptism.

The Scriptures specify every particular concerning baptism, including its 
element (water), its action (immersion), and its authorized subjects (believers 
who confess their faith and repent of their sins). We must understand, comply 
with, and contend for each of these. The Scriptures also specify in clarion terms 
the purpose of New Testament baptism. The purpose of the act continues to 
spark much controversy. Is baptism a condition of salvation or a “sign” of 
salvation “after the fact”? Is forgiveness of sins granted before one is baptized or 
in the act of baptism? Is baptism unto or because of salvation?

The Scriptural Purpose Set Forth

Unprejudiced readers of the Bible cannot fail to see the connection Scripture 
makes between baptism and salvation in numerous explicit statements (e.g., 
Mark 16:15–16; John 3:5; Acts 2:38; 22:16; Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27; Tit. 3:5; 1 Pet. 
3:20–21). To teach thus is not a third cousin to teaching that “water washes sins 
away.” The latter is a “straw man” created by men desperate to deny Gospel 
Truth. I have never heard or met anyone, at least, of whom I am aware, who so 
teaches. Obviously, if there were forgiving power in water, the Pre-incarnate 
Word could have stayed in Heaven. 

The old song has it just right: “What can wash away my sin? Nothing but the 
blood of Jesus” (Rev. 1:5; cf. Mat. 26:28; John 1:29; Rom. 5:9; Heb. 9:22; 1 Pet. 
1:19–20; et al.). Acts 22:16 does not come close to saying that water washes away
sins, but it does explicitly tell us when—in what act—the blood of Christ washes 
them away. The passage is explicit: that act is baptism. The Bible gives only one 
means of entering into the death of Christ (in which he shed His blood) so as to 
access the cleansing power of His blood: baptism (Rom. 6:3). Thus no baptism
—no blood; no blood—no cleansing; and no cleansing—no Heaven. If this 
simple, Scriptural summary does not convince men of the necessity of baptism 
in receiving one’s salvation, they cannot be convinced.
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Denominational Deceivers and Fellow-travelers

At least since the sixteenth century when Martin Luther invented his “salvation 
by faith alone” plan, religionists have been deceiving the world about baptism’s 
purpose. Perhaps ninety-five percent of Protestantism, following Luther, denies 
the undeniable Scriptural connection between baptism and 
forgiveness/salvation. During a Nashville, Tennessee, crusade, Billy Graham (in 
a television interview) “quoted” both Mark 16:16 and Acts 2:38, as follows, 
respectively: “He that believeth…shall be saved”, and “Repent…for the remission
of sins.” (Most denominational preachers try merely to rationalize these 
unmistakably clear statements away; Graham just pompously erases them!)

It is bad enough that most denominationalists deny the Truth on this point. It is 
worse when leftist preachers and professors, still pretending to be among us, 
demonstrate their apostasy by surrendering this Scriptural ground. Men such as 
Carroll D. Osburn and Max Lucado have openly declared that the Scriptural 
purpose of baptism is a matter of indifference to them. Several congregations 
and their respective preachers joined with Franklin Graham’s campaign in 
Lubbock, Texas, a few years ago, and several Nashville “Churches of Christ” did 
the same with Billy Graham in in the aforementioned crusade. Every time one 
endorses and extends fellowship to baptism-hating denominationalists, he 
implicitly neuters baptism’s Scriptural purpose. 

Must One Understand Baptism’s Purpose?

Germane to a discussion of the purpose of baptism is the question, “Must the 
sinner understand that baptism is necessary for salvation?” My answer: “Must 
the communicant understand the purpose of the Lord’s supper for his partaking 
to be acceptable to God?” Paul’s answer: “For he that eateth and drinketh, eateth
and drinketh judgment unto himself, if he discern not the body” (1 Cor. 11:29). 
The same principle applies to singing and praying (1 Cor. 14:15). How can one’s 
“baptism” be more than a physical bath if he does not understand, or, if 
understanding, he denies its Scriptural purpose? 

A question is, “Can one be taught incorrectly/unscripturally on baptism and 
somehow be correctly/Scripturally baptized?” Apparently, Paul did not believe 
so (Acts 19:1–5). In Ephesus he re-taught and correctly baptized about a dozen 
souls who had been taught and had submitted to John’s obsolete baptism. 
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Doubtless, they had sincerely sought to please God in submitting to John’s 
baptism. Surely, Paul’s behavior here is instructive.

False Brethren and Fatal Compromises

Such men as Rubel Shelly, Doug Foster, and Jimmy Allen would have given their
blessing to the misinformed Ephesians. These men are on record advocating that
one can be taught incorrectly, yet be baptized correctly. They deny that one must
know baptism’s purpose for it to be efficacious. Several years ago Shelly opined 
that, as long as one was baptized in order to “please God” or “obey God,” that 
this constituted sufficient “purpose” for the act. One should want to please God 
in all things, including baptism, but such is not a “purpose” of, but a motivation 
for, baptism. Let us not confuse motive and purpose. 

Shelly has also averred that baptism is acceptable as long as it is for “a Scriptural
reason.” This implies that there is more than one Scriptural purpose for the act, 
which the Scriptures deny. Foster (in a Wineskins article) and Allen (in an entire
book advancing his view) went to great lengths a few years ago basically to argue
that the action—immersion—is the essential ingredient of baptism. They allege 
that as long as a believer is immersed, God will take care of the “purpose,” even 
if the candidate is ignorant of or disagrees with it. (By what reasoning is the 
action important if the purpose is not? I predict that they will give up the action, 
too. Likely, some have already done so.)

There is one—and only one—purpose of baptism. It is expressed in various ways,
all of which are equivalent to each other (e.g., to be saved [Mark 16:16; 1 Pet. 
3:21], to enter the kingdom/church [John 3:5; 1 Cor. 12:13], to receive remission 
of sins [Acts 2:38], to have sins washed away [22:16], to enter into Christ and 
His death [Rom. 6:3–4], to put on Christ [Gal. 3:27]). It simply cannot be that 
the sinner’s knowledge of baptism’s significant purpose is unnecessary! 

Another Dire Consequence

Baptism is the New Testament “Red Sea” (1 Cor. 10:1–4), separating God’s 
people from all others. It distinguishes those who are still in their sins from 
those washed in His blood, those still in the world from those in His saved body 
of people—the church, those who have no hope from those who have the hope of 
Heaven. 
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The doctrines of these false brethren represent a crucial abandonment of 
fundamental Truth concerning fellowship, as well as salvation. Consistency 
demands their immediate embrace of millions of denominationalists as 
brethren, including all members of the Baptist Church, for starters. I strongly 
suspect that one reason for the capitulation on baptism’s purpose is to begin 
opening fellowship doors that will eventually lead to full amalgamation with 
denominationalism at large (aping their Disciples of Christ forefathers). Their 
types long ago lost the capacity to think of the church in any but denominational 
concepts.

The efficacy of the whole Christian system to save men rests on the sacrificed 
blood of the one perfect Lamb of God (John 1:29). How dare anyone even 
suggest that there might be more avenues to the cleansing blood than the one 
way taught in Scripture. If only the blood of Christ can take away sins (and it 
alone can [Heb. 9:22; Rev. 1:5]), and If the Lord Jesus assigned baptism as the 
point of contact with His blood (and He did [Rom. 6:3]), then baptism is 
manifestly the hinge-pin of the Lord’s plan of salvation—the point at which God 
and man come into fellowship with each other. When one gives up the New 
Testament doctrine on the purpose of baptism, he makes a fatal capitulation.

Endnotes

·All Scripture quotations are from the American Standard Version unless otherwise indicated.

·I wrote this MS and it originally appeared as an “Editorial Perspective” in the September 2000 
issue of THE GOSPEL JOURNAL, of which I was editor at the time.
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“IT IS WELL WITH MY SOUL”

John P. Mabrey
Hilham, Tennessee

I want to begin by referring you to Third John verse 1-4.  In the text of our lesson
we see:  This 3rd epistle of John is written to one of John’s friends—Gaius.  
During the salutation, John expresses his desire for Gaius’ good health.  Then he
compares his physical health with his spiritual health.  He says, “I wish above all
things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.” 
He recognizes Gaius’ good Spiritual health.  In essence, he was saying that things
were well with his soul.  
Is it well with your soul today?  A song that we sin is entitled:  “It is well with my
soul.”  This song speaks about how things are well with us regardless of what 
happens around us.  Let us focus on this thought in this study.

“It is well with my soul” because:  GOD IS IN CONTROL.   Have you ever felt out
of control?  There is not too many things in this world that feels worse that being
out of control.  I have had a couple of automobile accidents in which I was out of 
control.  Perhaps some of you have experienced similar situations.  Icy roads, or  
someone runs a stop sign, and even though you do everything in your power, you
cannot keep from colliding with the other vehicle.  Some people have the fear of 
flying because they are not in control of that airplane. We don’t like to feel that 
we are not in control of any given situation.  Life can sometimes feel out of 
control.  Perhaps things are not going well in our jobs.  Perhaps we have family 
members who have made bad choices and we have no control in those 
situations.  Perhaps we don’t like what is going on in the government, and even 
though we can input suggestions to our representatives in congress, ultimately, 
we are not in control.  What can WE do when we feel life is out of control?  We 
can know that God IS in control of all things.  Hebrews 1:3 says that GOD 
upholds “all things by the word of His power.”  Colossians 1:16-18 states:  “For 
by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and in earth, visible and 
invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers:  
all things were created by him, and for him.  And he is before all things, and by 
him all things consist.  And he is the head of the body, the church:  who is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have 
preeminence;”  You see, Christ is the head of the church, but it is the Father in 
heaven that gave that authority to Christ.  As we read further verse 19 tells us 
“For it pleased the Father that in him should all fullness dwell.”  GOD IS ON 
HIS THRONE!!!  Knowing that God is in control is meant to bring peace to our 
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lives.  It means that we don’t have to have all the answers.  It means that God 
will deal with the choices that others make.  It means that regardless of what 
happens in our lives, God will take care of us if we seek him first (Matt. 6:33).  
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things 
shall be added unto you.”   My Lord is able to deliver me from every tempest 
that Satan sends my way.  Therefore it is well with my soul.  Knowing that God is
in control should embolden us to have the same attitude as Paul in Philippians 
1:21 “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.”

It is well with my soul because I know that ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER 
FOR GOOD.  Romans 8:28 tells us “And we know that all things work together 
for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his 
purpose.”  It is sometimes hard to see the good.  It is easy to focus on the bad 
things in life.  We tend to worry about the problems that don’t exist yet.  Instead 
we should be focused upon the possible good that might come, and also the 
opportunities that we may be afforded to do good.  Remember Joseph?  His 
brothers hated him.  They wanted to kill him.  They sold him into slavery.   He 
was then lied about and sent to prison.  BUT, God raised him up.  Yet in the last 
chapter of the book of Genesis, when all of his brothers feared him, he said “But 
as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring it 
to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive.” (Gen. 50:20).  Now 
consider Jesus.  He was rejected and despised of men.  He was cruelly beaten 
and crucified.  But God raised Him up and through his death brought salvation 
to all.  Look at the words of Peter in Acts 3:26 –  “Unto you first God, having 
raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning away every one of 
you from his iniquities.”  We are made alive in him in spite of the cruel 
treatment that was inflicted.  And that life was made available first to the very 
ones that had crucified him.  Because God can work all things for good, we can 
have peace knowing that good will come even under bad circumstances.  
Romans 8:35-37 says “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword?  As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are 
accounted as sheep for the slaughter.  Nay, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him that loved us.”

It is well with my soul because I know that TROUBLES ARE TEMPORARY.  
There is an old spiritual which proclaims “All God’s Children got troubles.”  
Everyone has troubles in this life.  There are disagreements with friends, family, 
and neighbors.  There is perhaps a shortage of finances and debt—a situation 
many are familiar with in today’s society.  Some however, have more basic 
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problems—hunger, nakedness, and lack of shelter.  There are troubles associated
with the ongoing wars in Afghanistan and Iraq.  And worries of the families that 
have sons, daughters, sisters, or brothers stationed there.  Some people have 
diseases that trouble them.  And ALL of us must see death.  “It is appointed to 
men once to die and after this the judgment.” (Heb. 9:27)  Our problem is not 
that we have troubles; rather our problem is how to cope with these troubles.  
The Bible teaches that for the Christians, at least, troubles are temporary.  Look 
at Second Corinthians 4:16-18 “For which cause we faint not; but though our 
outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.  For our light
affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory; while we look not at the things which are seen, but at 
the things which are not seen:  for the things which are seen are temporal; but 
the things which are not seen are eternal.”  Also in Revelation 21:4 we read:  
“And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain:  for 
the former things are passed away.”  Knowing that our troubles are temporary 
gives us peace.  In James 2:2-4 we read: “My brethren, count it all joy when ye 
fall into divers temptations; knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh
patience.  But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and 
entire, wanting nothing.”  Also in Matthew 5:11-12 “Blessed are ye, when men 
shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against 
you falsely, for my sake.  Rejoice, and be exceeding glad:  for great is your 
reward in heaven:  for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.”

It is well with my soul, because I know that God has made SALVATION 
AVAILABLE FOR ALL.  Consider a world in which the possibility of salvation 
does not even exist.  One would be without hope.  There would be no reason to 
live.  One would have no peace or comfort from death.  But now salvation is 
available for all.  First Corinthians 4:10 says “Therefore we both labor and 
suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is the Savior of all 
men, specially of those that believe.”  In John 3:16 we are told, “For God so 
loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  First John 2:2 –  “And he is the
propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the 
whole world.”  And then in First John 4:14 “And we have seen and do testify 
that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.”  Because salvation 
is available for all we can have peace with God.  “Therefore being justified by 
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:” (Rom. 5:1)

Finally, It is well with my soul because THE END RESULT IS VICTORY.  How 
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does it feel when you know you are going to win?  Have you ever watched a game
in which you knew that your team was going to win?  Ever played a game in 
which you knew YOU were going to win?  There is a certain peace of mind that 
comes with the confidence of being on the winning side.  The Bible teaches that 
God and His people are going to win!  First Corinthians 15:57 says, “But thanks 
be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  First 
John 5:4 “For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world:  and this is the 
victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.”  Revelation 17:14 –  “These 
shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them:  for he is 
the Lord of lords, and king of kings:  and they that are with him are called, 
chosen, and faithful.”  Because the end result is victory; we CAN have peace 
when we know that victory is ours.

*All scripture references are taken from the KJV.  
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THE SEPTUAGINT

Doug Post
Salisbury, MD 

The enemies of God have always tried to prove Him wrong. It is believed that if 
God can be proved wrong, then His credibility will be diminished, which in turn 
will strip Him of any perceived authority over mankind. In proving Him wrong, 
the enemies of God believe they can prove He does not actually exist. 

One such enemy has decided to attack God by trying to diminish or destroy the 
veracity of manuscript evidence – the Scriptures. He recently wrote: “There are 
more differences among our manuscripts than there are words in our New 
Testament” (Ehrman, 7, 90) Therefore, the reliability and credibility of the 
manuscript evidence we have is at stake. 

If one can undermine the reliability of the manuscript evidence, then one can 
establish doubt as to the preservation of Scripture. The rational is as follows; if 
there are manuscript errors, then the Scriptures are unreliable; and if the 
Scriptures are unreliable, then God is not omnipotent, being unable to preserve 
His Word, which buttresses the claim that an omnipotent God – the God of the 
Bible – does not exist. However, the God of the Bible declared that His Word be 
preserved, establishing the following proposition:
  
“… having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through 
the word of God which lives and abides forever, because “All flesh is as grass, 
And all the glory of man as the flower of the grass. The grass withers, And its 
flower falls away, But the word of the LORD endures forever …” (1 Peter 
1:23-25, emphasis DP).

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE SEPTUAGINT

God, indeed, preserved His word. While God revealed His Will through the 
agency of man (Supernaturally inspiring men to both speak and record His 
Will), He also preserved His Will through the agency of man, using the human 
abilities of reading, writing, copying, and interpreting. However, if there is one 
word, which captures the entire idea of God preserving His Word or Will, it is 
the word “Greek.” Seemingly, God preserved His Word in both Hebrew and 
Greek. A large number of Jews, scattered around the Mediterranean, had lost 
touch with the Hebrew language over the years while living among a more Greek
speaking populace. Therefore, in order to know what the Hebrew Scriptures, and
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to know their history, the Hebrew Scriptures began to be translated into Koine 
Greek, which was becoming the “common language.”  

During the first century, and at the time of Christ, the Greek language happened 
to be the predominant language around the Mediterranean. It was the very 
language used by the apostles and inspired writers for recording New Testament
Scripture. Much like the way English is the universal language today, Greek was 
the “common” or “universal” language of the day around the Mediterranean 
region. 

Historically, there is one person responsible for this – Alexander the Great. This 
begins what Historians call the “Hellenistic period.” The word “Hellenistic” 
comes from the word Hellazein, which means “to speak Greek or identify 
with the Greeks.” It lasted from the death of Alexander in 323 B.C. until 31 B.C., 
when Rome took control over the last territories in possession of Greece. 
(History.com). The concept of Hellenization began when Alexander the Great 
forced Greek language and culture upon all the peoples and lands he would 
conquer.

Following the death of his father, Philip of Macedon (336 B.C.E), Alexander the 
Great came to power at the age of twenty. His conquests over Persian 
strongholds led him eastward, capturing Asia Minor. Progressing further east, 
Alexander defeated Darius III around 333 B.C.E. The defeat of Syria also gave 
Alexander the land of the Jews – Israel. 

Wegner summarizes “Alexander’s impact: The Greeks, led by Alexander the 
Great, conquered vast areas to their and commanded an empire larger than any 
up to that time. They immediately set to work to unify each part of the empire by
imposing upon it the Greek language and culture.” (Wegner, 51-52) He 
proceeded south toward Egypt, which brought him through Palestine. 

Josephus states that Jaddua, the High Priest, led a procession from Jerusalem to
meet him, which greatly impressed Alexander (Dean, 244). The New 
Analytical Bible reports: “His favorable treatment of the Jews has been 
accounted for on the supposition that his attention was called to the predictions 
of Daniel that two hundred years before set forth his brilliant conquests” (NAB, 
1079).  

In 331, while in Egypt, he founded the city of Alexandria. Alexander would 
eventually die in 323 B.C.E. at the former palace of Nebuchadnezzar II in 
Babylon. 
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Hellenization, as begun by Alexander the Great, imposed a rather refined culture
of a common language, great literature and philosophy, and wonderful 
advancements in math and science. This impacted the world greatly, especially 
the Mediterranean world. In the final analysis, Alexander has been called “the 
apostle of Hellenism.” McClish well summarizes the period of Hellenization as 
begun by Alexander: 

As Alexander swept across the areas of his conquest an impact greater than the 
sword alone can produce was eventually to obtain. This potent force was “…a 
body of ideas” that was in fact a culture unparalleled in history. This refined 
Grecian culture, best known as Hellenism, came to be the chief contribution of 
Alexander’s meteoric career. Its impress upon the world through language, 
literature, philosophy, science, and art has practically determined the course of 
subsequent history, especially in the West, but to a degree even in the East. The 
Jews were not immune (McClish, 2).

After Alexander died (323 B.C.E.) no provisions for a successor had been made. 
This created an environment for a power struggle for control of the empire. 
According to Hester, the “twenty-five years after Alexander’s death Jerusalem 
changed hands seven times” (Hester, 321). However, two successor emerged, 
Ptolemy I controlled Egypt and southern Syria, while Seleucus, controlled 
Babylon and northern Syria. The Jews in Palestine found themselves 
sandwiched between the two. 

The Ptolemy’s and the Seleucids (respective dynasties) were frequently at odds 
with each other. Each side desired the land of the Jews, Palestine. The 
Ptolemy’s, however, maintained control, and the Jews paid tribute to Egypt. 
Ptolemy I sent thousands of Jews from Palestine to Egypt. Many became part of 
the Egyptian military while the rest were used accordingly for Egypt’s purposes. 
Most of these Jews would settle in the city of Alexandria. 

The city of Alexandria became home to many scholars and a city known for its 
education and philosophy. Alexandria rivaled Rome in many respects, but it was 
not quite as wealthy. Alexandria maintained the largest Jewish population 
outside of Palestine. It was during this period that the Jews of Alexandria (and 
other locations around the Mediterranean) gradually lost connection with their 
Hebrew tongue as they had become a predominantly Greek speaking people. 
McClish astutely notes: 

This circumstance led to the famous and valuable translation of the Old 
Testament into the Greek language—the Septuagint (LXX, the Roman numeral 
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70, for the traditional number of translators)—during the reign of Ptolemy II, 
who ruled from 285–246 B.C. (Bellview, 231).

Hester then summarizes the significance of this translation: 

This was a most significant event, since with this translation available every 
person who spoke Greek could read the scriptures. It made the Old Testament 
with all its predictions of a Messiah available to hundreds of thousands of people
who otherwise might never have had the opportunity of reading the Jewish 
scriptures (Hester, 320). 

THE GREEK TRANSLATION OF THE HEBREW BIBLE – THE
SEPTUAGINT

The Septuagint (LXX) has been referred to as the first translation of any part of 
the Hebrew Bible or Old Testament Scriptures.  As stated previously, this Greek 
translation of the Hebrew Scriptures was made for the purpose of serving the 
Greek speaking Jews in the city of Alexandria, which became like a little 
Jerusalem due to its large Jewish population. According to Jensen:

The Pentateuch was translated around 280 B.C. Before the coming of Christ, the 
entire Testament was translated, and it became the Scriptures of many people 
throughout the Mediterranean world. Such timing was according to the divine 
schedule. Greek was the universal language at that time, and because the New 
Testament was soon to be written in Greek, God was using this Greek Old 
Testament version to prepare the way for the New Testament. It must have been 
a very dependable translation, for out of thirty-seven Old Testament 
quotations credited to Jesus in the gospels, thirty-three are from this Septuagint 
version (Jensen, 25). 

However, when speaking of the LXX it must be considered as whether it was one
translation done at one time, or did it involve various attempts over a period of 
time? 

“… the LXX is not a uniform translation that can be judged by modern criteria 
but the result of much trial and error . . . Rather than a single translation, in the 
LXX one should speak of a collection of translations depending on the book; 
even within a single book, different literary units reflect different translation 
techniques.”  “…we find reflected in the LXX a whole gamut of translation 
techniques which run from literal translation (including transliteration) to 
paraphrase, especially in the later writings (Marcos, 22-23). 
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The evidence seems to suggest the latter, that it was not one production done at 
one time, but involved various translations at different times. For instance, it 
seems that the first portion of the Hebrew Bible to be translated into Greek was 
the Pentateuch or Torah. Perhaps this occurred between 280 B.C.E – 250 
B.C.E. One scholar discusses this very idea concerning the development of the 
LXX: 

The Chester Beatty and other papyri show textual divergences, as indeed do all 
the manuscripts of the Septuagint; throughout its history free transmission was 
always one of its characteristic features, and, despite attempts to fix a 
standard form, there appears to have been no recension for which the claim was 
made that it was an authoritative text. In other words, if there was at any time a 
recognized Septuagint text-form it was at the beginning, and the divergences 
were introduced during the transmission over the centuries (Lampe, 18). 

In his paper, What Scholars Should Know About the Septuagint, Claude Cox 
puts forth the same thought – the LXX ought to be seen as a collection of Greek 
Translations of the Hebrew Scriptures over a period of time: He writes: 

The translation of the “Pentateuch”- a Greek word— in the early third century 
B.C.E. was followed by that of the Prophets and Writings. There seems to have 
been no hurry to translate toe books outside the Torah, and the last books to be 
rendered into Greek, such as fob, may have had to wait until the end of the 
second century B.C.E., more than one hundred fifty years later. During that 
period of time, many other Jewish religious writings were either translated into 
Greek, such as Sirach, or composed in Greek, such as Judith and the Wisdom of 
Solomon. Some translated works, such as Esther and Daniel, found their Greek 
translations fleshed out with prayers, in the case of Esther, and more stories, 
such as Susannah and Bel and the Dragon in the case of Daniel (Cox. 4). 

Cox continues discussing the need to see the LXX as being a body of literature or
translations that reflects more of a work in progress rather than a “received 
text”: 

The general term “the Old Greek (translation)” can be used for the collection of 
translations that stand in the corpus that includes what is more precisely “the 
Septuagint,” that is, the Pentateuch. We can, therefore, speak of “Old Greek 
Job.” It is not part of the Septuagint in the narrower sense. However, 
traditionally the term “Septuagint” is extended to those translations and writings
that are part of the Greek corpus that began with the translation of the Torah 
and is attached to the (Greek) NT in mss such as Vaticanus (4th cent.), Sinaiticus
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(4th cent.), and Alexandrinus (5th cent.).10 In that case “the Old Greek” and 
“Septuagint” are used co-terminously (6). 

Cox then summarizes our point: 

When we use the LXX corpus, it is necessary to ask, “What translation or 
revision am I working with here?” Examples of the failure to make the proper 
distinctions are not difficult to find … (7).

What we tend to see is that there was a more literal attempt when dealing with 
the translation of the first five books of the Hebrew Bible (Torah/Pentateuch), 
but more flexibility was given when it came to the Prophets and the Writings, 
which are termed “divergences.” Perhaps this involved a shift of thought over a 
period of time whereby there was a trend among the Hellenists to have more 
“Dynamic Equivalent” or “thought for thought” approach to the Hebrew text 
after the translation completion of the Torah? Marcos tells us that within this 
body of Greek writings, referred to as the Septuagint, there were “translation 
techniques which run from literal translation (including transliteration) to 
paraphrase, especially in the later writings” (22-23).  

Bruce agrees that there seems to have been a more exacting focus with regards 
to translating the Pentateuch than with the rest of the Hebrew Scriptures. He 
goes on to make the following the point; "As a translation it is very unequal; the 
Pentateuch has been done much more carefully than the rest of the Old 
Testament. The translation of some parts of the Old Testament shows very 
indifferent workmanship indeed" (Bruce, 147). Historian, Emil Schürer, makes 
the following observation: 

The basis of all Jewish-Hellenistic culture is the old, anonymous Greek Bible 
translation known as the Septuagint or LXX ( , septuaginta 
interpretes) and preserved for us mainly by Christian tradition. Without it the 
religion of the Greek-speaking Jews was as unthinkable as the Church of 
England without the Authorized Version [KJV]. The uniform name should not 
lead to the idea that this is the work of a single hand. What was brought together
under this name at a later time is not only the work of different translators, it 
also came about at different times. The oldest part is the translation of the 
Pentateuch (Schürer, 474). 

Whatever the reason or reasons, the translation fundamentals changed, and it 
seemed to have done so over a period of time. The LXX, therefore, ought to be 

The Keys Of The Kingdom 29



viewed as body of literature comprised of by a collection of translations of 
various parts of the Hebrew Scriptures over a period of time. It contains various 
translational differences and/or styles, from literal to free. 

Additionally, it seems reasonable to conclude that Greek translations of the 
Hebrew text were probably being made all around the Mediterranean at this 
time, not just in Alexandria. Perhaps among the more educated and wealthy 
circles of Greek speaking Jews this would have been the case.  However, to 
summarize the above thoughts, Brenton writes: 

The Septuagint (from the Latin septuaginta, meaning `seventy', and frequently 
referred to by the roman numerals LXX) is the Greek translation of the Old 
Testament. The name derives from the tradition that it was made by seventy (or 
seventy-two) Jewish scholars at Alexandria, Egypt during the reign of Ptolemy 
Philadelphus (285-247 B.C.)." "Although it is not completely understood either 
when or why the translation was originally done, it is clear that it in large 
measure reflects the common language of the period and became the `Bible' of 
Greek-speaking Jews and then later of the Christians. It is worth noting that the 
Septuagint differs from the Hebrew Old Testament in certain ways: 1) the Greek 
text varies at many points from the corresponding Hebrew text; 2) the order 
of the Biblical Books is not the same--the threefold division of the Hebrew canon
into the Law, Prophets, and Writings is not followed in the LXX; and 3) several 
books not found in the Hebrew are included in the LXX-- these books are 
known as the Apocrypha in the English Bible." "While the majority of the Old 
Testament quotations rendered by the New Testament authors are borrowed 
directly from the Septuagint, a number of times they provide their own 
translation which follows the Hebrew text against the Septuagint" (Brenton, 
Preface). 

THE INFLUENCE OF GREEK AND THE SEPTUAGINT

It has been said that the LXX has been called the “step child” to the Hebrew 
Bible. In other words, it has been viewed less than the Hebrew manuscripts, 
considered less reliable. However, with the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls 
(DSS) in 1947, we learned that there was more than one copy of the Old 
Testament, more so than just the Hebrew text. Upon the discovery of the DSS, 
one of the first realizations was that there were many manuscripts which 
happened to be different than the Hebrew Scriptures (Hebrew Bible), yet in 
many places they agreed with the LXX passages, previously deemed “divergent.” 
Seemingly, there were other manuscripts which not only the LXX translators 
used, but it appears that there were other Hebrew texts which, perhaps, the 
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Jewish copyists relied upon, and that is why there were differences? The 
discovery of the DSS was certainly significant to say the least, as Law points out: 

It is apparent how revolutionary the discovery of the of the Dead Sea Scrolls and 
the new appreciation for the Septuagint has been for scholars and students of 
the Hebrew Bible, or the Old Testament, but even the study of the New 
Testament  and early Christian theology (Law, 3).

This great discovery demonstrates the influence of the Greek language, even 
among the Jews. The focus is then put back on the LXX because of its use in the 
development of Jewish thought at that time, particularly Hellenists. The 
significance of the LXX, therefore, sheds valuable light upon the development of 
New Testament Scripture.

The LXX is not the ugly “step child” it was once, first, thought of. It seems a bit 
odd that the body Greek writings we refer to as the LXX would be relegated to 
second class status, especially when we find that both the Jesus and the apostles 
quoted from it. Again Marcos points out this unique fact: 

“The LXX “comprises the main source for quotations from the Old Testament in 
the New Testament writings.”  

“Each part of the New Testament gives sufficient proof of knowing the LXX. 
These quotations diverge from the Masoretic text in 212 cases, whereas they 
differ from the Septuagintal text in only 185 cases. It can therefore be concluded 
that the LXX is the main source for quotations by the New Testament writers.”  

“As for why a number of OT quotes in NT match neither the MT nor LXX, “The 
many explanations such as resorting to free quotations or quotation from 
memory, adaptation to fulfillment of prophecy, conflation of texts through 
collections of testimonia, or the influence of parallel passages, may explain some
cases.” Some could also be attributed to “textual pluralism”—more than one 
Greek or Hebrew version.”  

“Paul cites the Old Testament 93 times: the Pentateuch 33 times, Isaiah 25, and 
the Psalms 19. Of these quotations, 51 agree completely or virtually with the 
LXX, 22 even against the Masoretic text; 4 follow the Hebrew text against the 
LXX, and 38 differ from both the Hebrew text and the LXX” (Marcos, 323-329).

We see that the New Testament attests to the credibility of the Septuagint using 
it often. For instance, when Matthew writes about the virgin birth of Christ, the 
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Incarnation, he was quoting from the Septuagint rather than the Hebrew Bible. 
In his book on grace and faith, the book of Romans, we find Paul quoting from 
Isaiah, as translated in the Septuagint, not the Hebrew Bible. 

There is overwhelming evidence of the New Testament’s use of the Septuagint. 
In fact, we can say that God used the Septuagint, since it was the Holy Spirit who
inspired the New Testament writers, and who used the Septuagint. Whatever 
scholars may say about the Septuagint, God used it! Moreover, what we can 
glean from the New Testament’s use of the Septuagint is that God is not afraid of
inaccurate or imprecise translations. After all, man, is the one responsible for 
making the copies using the language he speaks, which is all part of God’s plan 
in preserving the inspired text. While the entire copied document, may not get 
every word just so, the writers still capture the thought of the inspired words, 
and when is accomplished, God’s word has been preserved. This is the essence of
the Septuagint. 
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‘EXCUSES, NO REAL REASON’ Pt. 3 

 Fear of failure

Stephane Maillet
Canada
‘EXCUSES, NO REAL REASON’ Fear of failure

Friends, most things in life that hold importance are subject to failure if one’s 
attitude and discipline are not focused. If fear was the excuse for failure we’d 
have no soldiers, doctors, lawmen, etc. The same principle applies to the gospel. 
We must fully understand the truth of the gospel before obeying. We must not 
‘fear to fail’ because there is no failure IN Christ. We must never forget that God 
is with us to help us grow. The Lord knows we need His guidance daily to 
overcome the evil of the world. Our Lord understands that we are not perfect but
we rest assured that our God IS indeed perfect. “Greater is He who is in you than
he who is in the world.” – (1 John 4:4)

Moses could have feared failure when God told him what it is he had to do. He 
could have rejected God’s commands. But Moses trusted God and things worked
out accordingly.

Will you fear failure, or trust God?

“Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” – (Acts 
2:38)

 “There are many excuses why people don’t obey the gospel but no real reason.”
God bless

*All scripture references are taken from the KJV unless otherwise noted.
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